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tieth-century critics of Enlightenment rationalism: Should we view the Enlightenment
public sphere through Horkheimer and Adorno’s cautionary appreciation of the hege-
monic potential of the force of reason or through Habermas’s more explicit confi-
dence in the rational “universalistic discourses” that contained within them a “poten-
tial for self-transformation”?%

A major difficulty in understanding the legacy of the Enlightenment,
of course, lies not merely in the opacity or transparency of the texts themselves but in
the more fundamental question of which texts comprise the canon of Enlightenment
thought. In tracing the history of the figure of friendship through traditional works of
Western philosophy, Derrida describes his strategy as not “to submit to their author-
ity or to confirm a hierarchy but, on the contrary, as it were, to question the process
and the logic of a canonization which has established those discourses in a position of
exemplary authority.”?” I suggest that part of this process of questioning the logic of
canonization should include a challenge to our usual methods of distinguishing high
philosophical-political discourse from fictional, journalistic, or other discourses typi-
cally perceived as either ephemeral or simply apolitical. Derrida muses on how we are
to “shake up the most traditional concept of historicity” vis-a-vis “the history of
friendship” (his emphasis); he discerns the “tremors” of “not yet” within the “Greco-
Roman model” of friendshio. which he believes “bears within itself. nevertheless.
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Betsy Thoughtless (1751), and The History of Jenny and Jemmy Jessamy (1753), for
example, Haywood crafts narrative images of friendship, trust and betrayal between
men and women and between fathers and children that I would suggest further chal-
lenge the paradigm of male-male friendship as a sole factor in determining a man’s
position within the public sphere.

Haywood’s skill in manipulating the boundary between literary and
political discourse must, of course, be considered in light of what Catherine Ingrassia
describes as her interest in ensuring “the broadest consumer appeal.”* As a woman
writer who attempted during her thirty-seven—year career to turn a profit through a
variety of positions, including playwright, novelist, translator, periodical writer, con-
duct book writer, bookseller, and anonymous distributor of political pamphlets,
Haywood necessarily would have been concerned with the economic implications of
the literary and political genres she chose to work in. However, looking beyond her
commercial concerns, we must also must appreciate her challenge to the foundations
of a political public sphere dependent on an image of bourgeois, Anglican, male-only
friendship, an image, moreover, that two and a half centuries later, has not fully been
shaken.®* A reconsideration of Haywood’s oeuvre could yet help us establish new
paradigms for the Enlightenment public sphere’s ongoing “self-transformation,” even
as her work continues to provide crucial testimony to the intractability of its domi-
nant discourses.*!
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Coquet of them all” (1: 2) by reminding us that “in the knowledge that during the 1720s Haywood
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25. The Parrot (London, 1746) is not paginated. References are therefore to issue numbers; this quote
is from number 1.

26. A yet darker overtone to the story would have been evident to eighteenth-century readers familiar
with Antoine Galland’s 1709 version of Les Mille et Une Nuits. It is not only the unfaithful wife who is at
risk, but the honest parroting bird itself who is killed merely for reporting the adultery about which the
husband does not at first believe; see the “Histoire du Mari et du Perroquet” in Les Mille et Une Nuits.
Contes Arabes, trans. Antoine Galland (Paris, 1709; Paris: Garnier Freres, 1960), 49-50. Haywood, who
both read and translated from French, would probably have been familiar with these stories: the ninth
issue of The Parrot includes a story about a parrot stealing from a jeweler that provides an interesting
variant on this tale. [ am indebted to Gregory Lupton for suggesting this connection.

27. Kathleen Wilson, “Citizenship, Empire, and Modernity in the English Provinces, c¢. 1720-1790,”
Eighteenth-Century Studies 29 (1985): 69-96, 73.
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Notes and Queries 134 (1989): 475-77, and Catherine Ingrassia’s article, cited in note 15 above. While
neither of these articles specifically labels Haywood as a Jacobite, Ingrassia has indicated in conversation
with me that she also is convinced that Haywood harbored Jacobite sympathies. Ingrassia provides fur-
ther analysis of Haywood’s 1749 pamphlet and incisive commentary about the connection between poli-
tics and fiction during this period in her forthcoming Authorship, Commerce, and Gender in Early Eigh-
teenth-Century England, 116-98.

29. Paul Kléber Monod, Jacobitism and the English People 1688-1788 (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ.
Press, 1989), 204. I am also indebted to Miranda Burgess for many instructive hours of conversation
about English Jacobitism and for her incisive reading of an earlier draft of this article.

30. For example, the Scottish Minister’s A Treatise on Government (Edinburgh, 1746) rehearses in
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lawful and natural claim to the throne. See also Monod’s observation about Jacobite interest in a “minute
study of the past, which symbiotically sustained an affection for the hereditary line of rulers” (287).

31. Monod, Jacobitism and the English People, 85.
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33. Monod, Jacobitism and the English People, 96-97.

34. See Homi Bhabha’s observation in The Location of Culture (New York: Routledge, 1994) that “the
study of world literature might be the study of the way in which cultures recognize themselves through
their projections of ‘otherness.””

35. See note 30 above.

36. See Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment, trans. John Cumming,
(New York: Continuum, 1989); and Jiirgen Habermas, “Further Reflections on the Public Sphere,” in
Habermas and the Public Sphere, ed. Craig Calhoun (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1992), 429.
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37. Derrida, Politics of Friendship, 229

38. Pope’s now famous reference to Haywood’s “two babes of love” (IL.ii.158), sometimes assumed to
be a purely biographical allusion but probably a reference to two of her novels that particularly offended
him, not only relegated her from the political to the literary public sphere but attempted to banish her
entirely from any sphere of respectable letters. The Dictionary of National Biography (1882-91) explains
that the slanderous comments made about her during her own time were only revenge for the too thinly
veiled allusions in her fiction to well-known figures in society. See note 15 above for a review of twentieth-
century interpretations of Haywood’s import.

39. Ingrassia, Authorship, Commerce, and Gender, 125. Ingrassia goes on to suggest that “her narra-
tive technique and multivalent voice locate the text within consumer culture and highlight the connection
between politics and commerce, and the commercialization of political discourse” (125).

40. Media coverage of the friendship between former Whitehouse intern Monica Lewinsky and Penta-
gon employee Linda Tripp generally marginalizes and depoliticizes the two women’s political roles by its
focus on whether Tripp violated the traditional norms of female friendships; see, for example, Beth Frerking’s
“Many Perceive Lewinsky’s Friend as Betrayer” (Newhouse News Service), The Plain Dealer, 3 February
1998, sec. E.

41. Although her challenges to the dominant images of friendship may not have transformed the politi-
cal paradigms of the 1740s, a reconsideration of her work within the context of the revised history of
friendship that Derrida describes may help us to re-envision a notion of the public good that does not
depend on “all those figures of friendship...which prescribe fraternity” (Derrida, Politics of Friendship,
306). We might well ask, with Derrida: “When will we be ready for an experience of freedom and equality
that is capable of respectfully experiencing that friendship, which would at last be just, just beyond the
law, and measured up against its measurelessness?” (306).
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