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State of Ohio . . . . SS: 
County of Cuyahoga . . 

In 

BEFORE HON. SAMUEL h. GERBER, CORONER 

the matter of: . . . . 
MARILYl~ SHEPPARD, . . . . 

Deceased. . . 

Transcript of testimony and proceedings taken 

at th~ Coroner's Inquest into the death of Marilyn 

She,ppard, at Normandy School, Bay Village, Ohio, 

commencing Thursday, July 22, 1954. 

PRESENT: 

Dr. 3,_amuel R. Gerber, 

Coroner of Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 

Saul s. Danaceau, 

Assistant County Prosecutor. 
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9:00 o'clock A.Mo, Thursday, July 22, 1954. 

DR. SAMUEL R. GERBER: At this 

time under the authority vested in me by the statutes 

of the State of Ohio, I am opening an inquest into the 

death of Marilyn Sheppard. For those who are assembled 

here the School Board requests that you do not smoke, 

and as far as other ire tructions are concerned I request 

that the newspaper photographers will take their pictures 

of the witness at the time that he or she is seated in the 

chair; not to take pictures during the process of testify

ingo I also request that persons do not leave the room 

and come back in indiscriminately. I would like to have 

complete and orderly decorum. If I do not have complete 

and orderly decorum I will have that person removed from 

the room. 



JOHN SPENCER HOUK, having been first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAK[NATION OF JOHN SPENCER HOUK 

By Dr. Gerber: 

Q What is your name, please? 

A John Spencer Houk. 

Q Where do you live? 

A At 29014 Lake hoad. 

Q How long have you lived in this community of Bay 

Village? 

A About 14 years. 

~ What is your occupation, Mr. Houk? 

A I am in the retail meat business and also Mayor of 

the City of Eay Village. 

Q Do you have an official position with the Gity of 

bay Village? 

a That 1 s right. 

Q And that is Hayor? 

A That 1 s right. 

Q How long have you been Mayor? 

A I am starting on my fifth year this year. 

Q Are you acquainted with Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard? 

A I am. 

Q Were you acquainted with Marilyn Sheppard, his wife? 



A Yes, I was. 

Q How long have you known Sam and Earilyn Sheppard? 

A About two and a half years. 

Q Where did that acquaintanceship and knowledge begin, 

where were they living at the time? 

A They were livine three doors east of us on Lake Road. 

Q Were you social friends? 

A Yes, we were. 

Q Did you and your wife visit back and forth with Dr. 

Sam Sheppard and Marilyn Sheppard? 

A Yes, we did. 

~ Did they visit you? 

A Yes, they did. 

~ Do you own anything in common with Dr. Sam Sheppard? 

A Yes. We owned a boat in common. 

Q What kind of a boat is that? 

J.. A l~~ foot aluminum outboard motor boat. 

~ Could you describe it, please, more? 

A Well, it is about 14 feet long and made of aluminum, 

and it is just an ordinary 14 foot outboard motor boat. 

Q Does it have any compartments in it or is it just 

walls and places to sit down? 

A Well, there is walls and places to sit down, and 

there is a quarter-deck over the top in the fronto But 

it is not enclosed except by the deck itself. 
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Q It was propelled by an outboard motor you say? 

A That's right. 

~ Could it be propelled by oars? 

A It could be, yes. 

Q When did you acquire the boat? 

A I can't remember exactly. I think it was the summer 

before lasto 

Q That would be the summer of 1952? 

A I believe that's right, but I am not sure. 

~ Was the motor acquired, the outboard motor acquired 

at the same time? 

A No, sir. 

1.:i. Who used the motor boat, the outboard motor boat? 

A Well, all of us used it. The Sheppards used it. 

Our family used it. And my son used ito 

Q Where is this boat kept? 

A It is normally kept in the boathouse that extends 

underneath the wall at our next door neighbor, the 

Bursinos. 

~ Where else is it kept? 

A On some occasions it would be pulled up on the beach 

behind the Sheppard home. 

I was this a light boat that could be carried? 
! 
! A I 
I 

One man couldn't carry it alone, but one man could 
1· 

I 

I 
pick up one end of it, either endo 



Q And pull it or drag it ashore? 

A Yes. 

Q That is, pull it over the sand, over the beach? 

A Yes. 

Q Could one man also launch it? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you recall the last time that you used the boat 

and who was in your company at the time you used the 

boat? 

A The last time I used the boat was on Friday night 

prior to this occurrence, and my brother-in-law, Paul 

Gerhardt,was with me. 

Q Where did you leeve the boat at that time when you 

finished using it? 

A In the bosthouse. 

Q Did you remove the outboard motor? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And where was the outboard motor put? 

A Well, I have two o~ my own, and I was using one of 

them, and it was put in c box that I have behind my home 

down on the wallo 

Q Did Dr. Sheppard own an individual motor for the 

boat? 

Yes, he did. 

And you had two of your own? 

7 
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A That'scorrect. 

Q 'I'o your knowledge do you know whether or not anyone 

used the boat after you did? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

~ Where was the boat on Saturday, July 3rd? 

A Well, to the best of my knowledge it was where we 

left it the previous night on Friday in the boathouse. 

I can't be certain whether it was used or not, but to the 

best of my knowledge it was not. 

Q Where was the boat on ~unday, July 4th? 

A I believe it was still in the boathouse. 

Q Do you water-ski? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you know anythin~ about the paraphernalia necessary 

for water-skiing? 

P. Yes, sir. 

le(. What things are necessary for water-skiing? 

A Well, the skis and a ski rope. 

Q can you describe e ski? 

A Well, a water-ski looks quite similar I believe to 

any other set of skis, and it has a place on it where the 

feet can be inserted and held with a rubber clamp of 

some sort. 

Q 

A 

Can you describe a ski rope? 

Well, it is a long rope that is attached to a boat 
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on one end, and on the other end is a bar which the skier 

holds onto to pull him up. 

Q How long is the bar? 

A I wouldn't have any idea exactly how long it is. 

I would judge, oh, probably a foot long. 

~ How thick is this bar, the diameter? 

A I wouldn't know. Probably about an inch. 

Q Do I understand you correctly that there are two 

ropes to the ski rope, it is a combination of two ropes? 

A (no answer) 

Q The end that fastens to the boat, does it fasten in 

two places or in one place? 

A It fastens in one place. 

Q One place, and when it attached to the bar are there 

two ropes that come out to the bar or one rope? 

A I believe there are two. 

Q Then the bar is attached on both ends, the rope 

is attached to both ends of the bar? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is it fastened by knots? 

A I believe they are. 

Q Were they any ski ropes in the boat, to your knowledge, 

at any time? 

A Yes, there were on a lot of occasions. 

Q Can you recollect how many ski ropes? 
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A ~o, not exactly. I believe, however, that there were i 

at least three. 

Q Did you see Dr. Sam Sheppard and Marilyn Sheppard on 

July 3rd? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you recall at what hour that may have been? 

A It was between 6:15 and 6:30 on the evening of July 

3rd. 

Q Where did you see them? 

A As I came home from work they were backing out of 

their driveway. 1 pulled in the driveway at my home 

and they drove past, heading west, and slowed down and 

P.ollered at me and said 11 Hi 11 or something like that. 

Q Did you talk to them by telephone on July 3rd after 

A ho, sir. 

~ Did you see Dr. Sheppard, Sam Sheppard, and his wife 

on July 4th? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where did you see them? 

A I saw them at their home, in response to his call. 

Q What time was that? 

A As near as I can determine it was about ten minutes 

to six in the morning. 

Q What time did you get the call? 
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A As I say, as near as I can determine it was about 

ten minutes to six. I didn't look at the clock at that 

11 

I 
i 

time or a watch, but I am basing that on the time that j 
I 
l 

the police station has a record of the time I called into i 
I 
I 

them. As near as I can determine, the call that I received! 

I 
was from 12 to 15 minutes before that call. I 

i 
Q Now, referring to July 3rd, at approximately 6:15 P.M.L 
when you were driving by the Sheppard home, when you saw 

them backing out of the driveway, and then when they 

stopped, subsequently stopped to say hello at your drive-

way 

A They didn't stop, sir. They slowed down. 

Q Slowed down. That was the time, the only time that 

you can recall that you saw them on July 3rd, that is, 

at that time, no later than that? 

A No, sir. 

Q And there were no telephone calls or communications 

subsequent to that time until 5:45 or 5:47 A.M. on July 

4th? 

A That's correct. 

Q Is that what I understand you to say? 

A That's right. 

Q A~ who called you? 

A Dr. Sam Sheppard. 

~ A~ what did he tell you? 
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A He said, "My Goa, Spen, get over here quick. I think l 
they have killed Marilyn. 11 And I said, 11 What?" He said, I 
11 My God, get over quick." 

Q was that all the conversation? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Then what did you do? 

A I grabbed some clothes that were laying there and 

threw them on, as did my wife, and we hurried downstairs, 

got into our station wagon and drove directly to the 

Sheppard home. 

Q Now, where is the telephone located over which you 

received the call? 

A night next to my bed. 

Q Do you recall now who was in your home on the night 

of July 3rd? 

A Just our immediate family. 

~ That would be who? 

A My mother and my wife and my two children. 

~ Do you recall what time you retired for the night? 

A Not exactly, but it would be some time I believe 

between 12!30 and 1:00. 

Q Did the children precede you to bed? 

A ~ell, actually, the three of us went to bed at about 

the same time. I can't say whether I went up the steps 

first or the kids did. But it was about the same time. 
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~ When you say the tl:u'ee of you, who do you mean by 

the three of you? 

A Jvly two children and myself. 

Q Then your wife and mother had previously retired? 

A No. My mother had previously retired, but my wife 

did not. 

Q Do you have any idea as to what time your wife 

retired? 

A I don't precisely, no. 

Q Did you have any telephone calls after you retired 

except this one that we have mentioned? 

A 1': o, sir. 

Q Did the children or your wife to your knowledge or 

your mother to your knowledge have any telephone calls 

after midnight? 

A No, sir. 

Q How long do you think, then, it took you to get over 

to the Sheppard home? 

A From the time I received the call? 

l,:t Yes. 

A Well, I would judge probably about five minutes. 

Q, And how did you go? 

I 
1 A I 

i 
I drove over. 

i : Q 

I 

A 

You and your wife went together? 

That 1 s correct. 



- ~ When you got to the Sheppard home were you met by 

anybody? 

A No, sir. 

~ What door to the Sheppard home did you go into? 

A The door that is on the Lake Road side. 

~ Was that door opened or closed? 

A The door was closed. 

Q Was it locked? 

A No, sir. 

Q Then all that was necessary to do was to turn the 

knob and push the door open? 

A Thatrs righto 

~ Do you know whether your wife preceded you or you 

preceded your wife when you went into the house? 

A I cantt truthfully say. I think we both went in 

together. 

~ I wish you would now relate to the best of your 

recollection what you saw when you got into the house 

and what was said to you and what you said and what you 

did. 

A Well, as we went in the first thing I noticed was 

the doctor's medical bag laying in the hallway, and I 

do remember at that same time seeing the door that opens 

on to the lake being orened, and that is all I remember 

of first impressions. 



I went immediately in to the den which is 

to the right of the hallway as you go in, and Dr. Sam 

Sheppard was half sitting and half lying in this big 

easy chair, and we went immediately to him and asked 

him what had happened, and he said, "I don't know, but 

somebody should try to do somethi:ng for Marilyn." 

My wife immediately went upstairs and I stayed there with 

Dr. Sheppard and said something like, 0 Sam, get a hold 

of yourself, tell me what happened. 11 He said, "I dont t 

know exactly what happened." He said, ttAll I remember 

is waking up on the couch and I heard Marilyn screaming 

and I started up the stairs and something or somebody 

clobbered me and the next thing I remember I came to down 

on the beach and I came back up the stairs and I think 

I tried to do soi'J.ething for Earilyn, and that rs all I 

know, that's all I know. 11 

~ Go ahead. 

A Almost immediately after, my wife came downstairs, 

and looked at me and shook her head and said, "Hon, call 

II I the police, call the ambulance, call everybody. 

then called the bay Village police department and told them; 

to come up and following that I called Dr. Richard 

Sheppard and told him to get up right away. 

Go on. 

A The first to respond were the police and the 

i 
l 

I 

I 
I 

ambulance i 
I 



which was manned by the Bay Village firemen, and to the 

best of my knowledge the first man to come in was Officer 

Drenkhan. 

Q Spell it? 

A D-r-e-n-k-h-a-n, I believe. 

Q Do you recall anything else about him? 

A Do you mean with regard to his dress? 

~ Yes. 

A Truthfully, sir, I can't. I understand that he 

Q No, don't tell that. What about his physical 

condition? 

A I did notice a slight groove or bump on the right 

side of his face. 

~ Anything else? 

A l~ o, sir. 

Q Did he complain to you about anything other than 

his wife? 

A Yes. He complained about his neck. He did some 

time right at that time get up from his chair and walk 

out to the kitchen and back, held his hands over his 

neck behind, and said, "I think my neck is broken. 11 

Q Was his trousers wet, did you notice whetrer or not 

his trousers were wet? 
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A I did not notice. 

Q Did you notice whether or not the upper part of his 

chest anq shoulders were wet? 

A I know that his should.ers were dry. 

Q Did you touch his shoulders? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you touch his hair? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you notice whether or not it was dry or wet? 

A I didn't notice. 

Q Did you observe anything on his trousers? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

Q Had you seen these trousers before? 

A Truthfully, sir, at that time I didn't even pay 

any attention to the trousers, other than to know that 

he had trousers on. 

Q Did he have any shoes on and stockings? 

A I didntt even notice that. 

Q Did you try to do anything for him? 

I 

I 
i 
' 
' I 
I 

' I 
I 
I 
I 

A .i.~o, sir, other than to talk to him, as I said, and try i 
' 

to find out what had hapIB ned. I 

Q. Did you go into the bedroom where Mrs. Sheppard was 

found dead? 

A No, sir, I did not go into the bedroom. 

~ Did Dr. Sheppard go into the bedroom where the death 
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occurred during your stay at the home, at the Sheppard 

home? 

A Dr. Sam Sheppard? 

Q Yes, Dr. Sam Sheppard.? 

A No, sir. 

Q You say the ambulance was manned by firemen arrived 

and then Officer Drenkhan arrived. Who came next, to 

the best of your knowledge? 

A I believe Dr. Richard Sheppard. 

Q Do you have any idea as to the time that he arrived? 

A Not accurate. I would say from, oh, five to ten 

! 
minutes after the police and the ambulance got there. I 

! 
I 

~ Did you have any conversation with Dr. hichard Sheppar~? 

A No immediate conversation I don't believe at that 

time. 

Q What did you observe when Dr. Richard Sheppard got 

there or what did you see him do? 

A He came in the house am he immediately went upstairs 

and I remember his coming down and asking if anyone had 

a knife, and there was some flurring around in the 

kitchen looking for a knife. 

Q Who did the flurring? 

A Well, there were several of us there at that time. 

l can't be certain, but I believe it was one of the fire-

men who got a knife for him. 
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Q What did he want the knife for? 

A I don't know, sir. 

Q Did he talk to his brother, Dr. Sam Sheppard before 

he went upstairs, before he went in the kitchen and 

then upstairs? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

Q When you called Dr. Sheppard, Dr. hichard Sheppard, 

did you tell him what was then existing or what had 

happened? 

A Well, I can•t give you my exact words, but I 

indicated I believe what had happened. 

Q Could you give us some idea of what you said? 

A Well, this is just guessing, but I believe that I 

said, "Rich, you better get up here quick, something 

terrible has happened, I thini( Marilyn is dead or been 

killed," or something like that. I can•t tell, remember 

specifically wre t I said. 
i 
! Q When Dr. Richard Sheppard got there did he talk to any,... 
i 

one before he went upstairs? 

A I can't say for certain. It seems as if he asked, 

I heard him say to someone 11Where is she?" or something 

like that, but I can•t be certain of that. 

I 
i 
! 
l 

Q Now, do you_ know what time the Chief arrived, approxi-1 

mately? 

A No, sir, I can 1 t tell. 
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Q During the list of names, you arrived with your wife, 

and then the ambulance arrived with the firemen, and then 

Officer Drenkhan and then Dr. Richard Sheppard and who 

came next, do you know? 

A I truthfully don•t know who did come next. 

Q What did you tell the police or the officers of Bay 

Village to do, did you give them any directions? 

A Yes. Officer Drenkhan asked me what I thought we 

should do. I said, "I think we should call some outside 

help immediately," and directed him to call the Coroner's 

off ice and whoever else he thought he should call. 

Q You leave that at his discretion? 

A Yes. I believe he said, "Well, how about Cleveland 

Homicide?" and I said fine, or something like that. I 

can't remember precisely. 

Q Now, how long did you stay at this time in the 

house or about the house? 

A Well, I can't tell exactly how long it was I stayed. 

we were all pretty much upset. But the first time I left 

I would judge would probably have been, oh, roughly 

45 minutes. 

Q During that time was there any further conversation 

with Dr. Sam Sheppard and Dr. Richard Sheppard? 

A Not that I remember, except that when Dr. Richard 

Sheppard came down from upstairs he did go over and talk 
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to Sam briefly then. I didn 1 t hear the conversation, 

I don•t know what was said. 

Q Then after Dr. Richard talked to Dr. Sam, what 

happened? 

A Well, I -can•t state specifically what happened. 

Everything, everybody was there then that I had mentioned. 

Q What time was Dr. Sam Sheppard removed from the I 
house?. 

A I can•t tell that, I don•t know. 

Q were you there when he was removed? 

A I don•t believe I was. I didn•t see him being re-

moved. 

Q Do you know who moved him? 

A No, sir. I didn•t see it. I heard. 

Q What did you hear? 

A Well, I heard that he went west, in the car with Dr. 

Stephen Sheppard. 

Q Did you see Dr. Stephen Sheppard come then? 

A I did not see him come. 

Q When you left to go to your home, who did you leave 

in the Sheppard home? 

A Well, the police department was there, of course, 

and Dr. Richard, my wife, and I can•t truthfully say 

whether the rest, whether anybody else was there or not. 

Q You left your wife there? 

A Yes, sir. 

I 

l 
I 
I 

I . 
i 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Q What was the purpose of your leaving? 

A Well, it suddenly occurred to me, and I mentioned to 

my wife, that we had rushed off and left the house unlocked, 

and I says, "I think I will go home and lock up the house 

because mother and the kids were there." And she said, 

"Oh, don't do that, don't bother waking up the kids." 

And I still felt it should be done. so I went home and 

woke up my son, Larry, and told him what had happened 

and instructed him to lock the door after I left, the 

one door can be locked only from the inside. 

Q Then where did you go then? 

A Then I went back over to the Sheppard home. 

Q And you stayed there from then on? 

A Well, probably from then on the whole day, I believe.· 

Q can you recall how long you re ma ine d at home when 

you went to wake up your son? 

A Well, not specifically, no. 

Q How long do you think it took from the time you 

left until the time you got back? 

A Well, I would judge ten to fifteen minutes. 

Q When you got back were there any new people there 

than a t the time that you left? 

A Well, I believe that there were, but I can't be 

certain. I mean, things had happened so fast and the 

whole thing was such a shock I just can't remember whethe~, 
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just the events of their coming, that is, when they came. 

Q was Dr. Richard still there, Richard Sheppard? 

A I don't remember. 

Q Was Dr. Stephen Sheppard there? 

A Well, they were both there sometime during the morning~ 

but at that specific time just when I came back I can•t 

remember whether they were there or weren't there. 

Q Did you observe Dr. Stephen Sheppard come to his 

brother's home, Dr. Sam Sheppard? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you make any observations of the things that 

happened after you came back the second time, that is, 

after you left and then came back? 

A No specific observation other than more or less what 

I had seen the first time I was over. I do recall going 

down onto the beach with Chief Eaton and seeing some 

footprints, which we followed over to the westerly pier 

of Metropolitan Park, and later learned, I guess, that 

it was our firemen's footprints that we had followed. 

They had already gone over that way. And we talked, the 

Chief and I, talked with a couple of fishermen on the 

wall there or on the wharf. 

Q What did they tell you, what did the fishermen tell 

you, can you recall? 

A Well, we had asked, we asked them if they had seen 
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any person or persons walking along the beach at any time, 

and they reported having seen two, what appeared to be 

teen agers walking in that general area. I believe that 

they said around, around 5:00 or 5:30, I can•t be certain 

of that. The Chief made a record of it. 

Q Do you recall what time that was that you talked to 

them? 

A No, sir, I don•t. 

Q After you got back do you recall having any conversa- · 

tion with Sam Sheppard? 

A No, sir. 

Q Or was he still there or was he gone? 

A I believe, sir, that he was gone, but I can't be 

certain of that. But I did not have any more conversation 

with him. 

~ Did you go anyplace in the house other than the 

study off to the right of the hall? What other rooms 

did you go into? 

A At what time? 

Q When you arrived there or shortly, during the time 

you were there in the morning. 

A Well, immediately upon arrival I was in the study, 

and I was in the kitchen, and shortly after, I believe it 

was right after the firemen and policemen came I did go 

up the steps and look into the room. 
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Q Did you go in the living room? 

A You mean immediately at that time? 

Q Yes. 

A No, sir, not at that immediate time. 

Q Subsequently did you go in the living room? 

A During the day? 

Q During the early morning. Did you walk through the 

living room? 

A Well, I know that I walked through the living room 

and went out the northerly door when I want down on the 

beach, yes. 

Q What was the condition of the living room? 

A Well, I noticed that the desk that was there, the 

drawers were pulled out, and that there was some stuff 

laying around there. 

Q Would you call that chaos? 

A No, sir. 

Q Or chaotic? 

A No, I wouldn't call it that, sir. 

Q Did Dr. Sheppard discuss with you anything at all 

about the taking of Dr. Sam Sheppard to a hospital, did 

anyone discuss that with you? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you order the removal of Dr. Sam Sheppard to 

a hospital? 
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A I did not. 

Q Did anyone ask your approval on the removal of Dr. 

Sam Sheppard to the hospital? 

A No, sir. 

Q When you walked down on the beach can you tell us the 

condition of the lake at that particular time? 

A There were swells, but it was not exceedingly rough. 

Q How wide, approximately how wide is the beach from the; 

i embankment out to the edge of the lake? 

A You mean at that particular point at the foot of the 

stairs? 

Q Yes, at the foot of the stairs, and other places 

that you can describe that you are acquainted with. 

A Well, at that particular point at the foot of the 

stairs, if there are no waves and the lake is flat, I 

would judge perhaps six feet. 

Q And at this time was there any beach or was the water 

or the waves clear up to the steps? 

A At this time there was some beach. 

Q How much? . ' 
A Well, I would estimate about three feet in between 

waves, so to speak. It would wash up and then wash back. 

Q If you walked on the beach, which you did, would you 

get wet at that time on the morning that you were there? 

A No. 
I 

You could walk on the beach without getting wet.: 
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Q Would the waves come up high enough to splash you with 

water? 

A No. 

Q What was the temperature of the water at that time, 

do you know, was it cold or warm or chilly? 

A I have no idea. 

Q During your acquaintance did you have any occasions 

to be in the company of Dr. Sam Sheppard and Marilyn? 

A 

Q, 

A 

Yes. 

Would you call them numerous or occasionally? 

Well, for last year I would say occasionally. In 

other words, sometimes it might be twice a week we would 

be in their company, and again we might not be in their 

company for a couple of weeks. 

Q When Dr. Sheppard, Dr. Sam Sheppard and Marilyn 

Sheppard came to your home, did they make themselves at 

home, did they do things the same things that you, your 

wife,and children would do in the home? 

A Yes, they made themselves very much at home. 

Q Did Marilyn Sheppard come over alone to visit? 

A On occasions she would. Not often. 

Q were there other people present when you were 

together, other groups, other couples? 

A Yes, on a lot of occasions there were. 

Q Did you ever notice or hear personally of any 
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arguments or difficulty between Marilyn Sheppard and Sam 

Sheppard? 

A Nothing specific. Normal arguments that any couple 

might have. I would suggest, truthfully, that perhaps 

they argued less than my wife and I did. 

Q How did Dr. Sheppard, since you bring that up, did 

Dr. Sheppard treat his wife like you treat your wife? 

Put it this way, when you have a project, when you are 

going to do something or purchase something, do you dis

cuss that with your wife? 

A I most certainly do. 

Q Do you know whether Dr. Sam Sheppard discussed something 

like that with his wife when he decided to buy something? 

A Well, no, I don't believe he did. 

Q In so far as you know, he didn't? 

A Yes, I would say that would be right. 

Q Were there any disagreements about the purchases 

that Dr. Sam Sheppard made or may have made, with his wife? 

A Well, I had heard a couple of mild disagrements to 

the effect that perhaps he was going out and buying a car 

or something like that when she could use soma new furni

ture. 

Q Did you notice Dr. Sheppard's disposition and evidence 

of a bad temper? 

A No, air, I never did. 



Q Were you ever present when Dr. Sheppard disciplined 

his son? 

A No, sir. 
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Q Do you have any knowledge of Dr. Sheppard's son being 

disciplined? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you ever see Dr. Sam Sheppard in a violent rage? 

A No, sir, I did not. 

Q Can you describe the condition of the couch in the 

living room of the Sheppard home, that is, when you 

arrived there or shortly after you arrived there? 

A No, sir, I cannot. 

Q Did you make any observations later on of the couch? 

A To my knowledge, the first time I saw the couch was 

sometime after your arrival. 

Q What was the condition of it then? 

A Well, it seemed to be smooth and generally in good 

order. 

Q Did you notice a jacket on the couch? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q A corduroy jacket? 

A I believe it was a corduroy jacket. 

Q Did you notice the condition of the corduroy jacket? 

A Well, it seemed to be folded neatly and just laying 

on the couch. 



Q Was 

A Not 

Q Did 

you were 

A No, 

1 t wet, that is, that you noticed? 

that I noticed. 

Dr. Sam Sheppard go to his wife's bedroom while 

there? 

sir. 

DR. GERBER: Thank you ever so 

Mayor. We may recall you or may not, but you 

can go about your business. 

30 

much, 
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- that it? 

A We did when we were swimming or water-skiing or 

playing badminton or something like that. The children, 

we often fed them earlier •. 

�~� Had he gone to sleep on this couch on previous 

occasions? 

A Yes. 

Q Had he gone to sleep on this couch on previous 

occasions? 

.A Yes. 

Q Would he go to sleep in your home? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you say you and :Marilyn, all four of' you, 

were rather confidential, sociable? 

A we were very good friends. 

Q Very good friends? 

A Yes. 

�~� Did she ever confide in you? 

A Yes. 

Q Did she tell you things that she wouldn't tell other 

people? 

A Oh, I don't imagine so. 

�~� Did she tell you that she was pregnant? 

- A Yes. 

Q wten did she tell you that she was pregnant? 
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A About two weeks before that. 

Q Two weeks before July 4th? 

A Yes. I say about two weeks. 

~ Can you recall the circumstances? 

A Yes. We were going to dinner at the Country Club, 

Dr. and Mrs. Sheppard and their young son, were going to 

a buffet supper. I wasn't quite ready and 11rs. Sheppard 

came upstairs while I finished powdering my nose and I 

remarked about what an attractive dress she had on, and 

she said didn't I think it was just a little bit snug, 

and I said why no, I didn't think so. II And she said, I 

fill it out quite well, don't you think?" and then she 

told me. And I hadn't thought about it. I hadn't known 

about it before. 

Q Who was present? 

A Just myself. 

Q Just the two of you? 

A In my bedroom, yes. 

~ Did she tell you when she expected the baby? 

A No. 

Q Didn't she say how many months she had been pregnant? 

A Yes. 

Q What did she say? 

A Four months. 

Q Did she tell you when she found out that she was 



-

- ~3 ~ ·~ .. 

pregnant? 

A No. 

i 
Did she tell you who her doctor was for her pregnancy?! 

I 

A No. 

Q Did she tell you who had made the examination for 

her pregnancy'? : 

A No. I never asked. I 
! 
I 
I 

I 
Q Host people are always proud of their obstetricians, 

aren't they? 

A Well, second babies are a little different I 
than firsts!· 

You don't talk about it quite as much. 

~ Now, did she ever tell you, ever confide to you any 

other things? 

A No, nothing that I can think of that would be really 

pertinent. 

~ Did she ever get confidential with you? 

A I don't think any more confidential than she did 

any friends. You will have to ask me something, I don•t 

know just how confidential you mean. 

Q Did you talk to each other on the telephone frequentlY, 
i 
! 

during the day? I 

A Not frequently during the day, but we talked to each 

other at least three or four times during the week. 

Q Did you go over to her house three or four times a 

week, and she would come to your house three or four times 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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a week? 

A No, only when we had something to go for. Not that 

often, probably, but we saw each other often. 

Q You saw her alone on occasions? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q Without either of your husbands being around? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q Did she ever tell you how she was getting along, 

what she thought of married life? 

A Yes. 

Q What di-d she tell you? 

h \~hat sort of thing would you like to know? 

Q I don't know, just tell me. Did she ever tell 

you whether or not she had any difficulties being married 

to a doctor, whether a doctor's wife leads a life of --

A Oh, yes. 

~ What did she say? 

A Well, that after all this time she had sort of begun 

to get usad to it, having to be gone often. Mrs. 

Sheppard hated to be alone in the house. She didn't 

like being alone because she had a rather lonesome child-

hood and she didn't like very much being alone, and 

she just never quite got used to nights when Sam had to 

be gone on a case or on something, and she always was 

rather nervous until he got home. 
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Q Did she ever tell you that she checked the hospital 

and tried to locate Dr. Sam and was unable to find him? 

A On any particular occasion you mean? 

Q Any time? 

A No. Mrs. Sheppard knew most of the things that had 

been put in the paper as to whether they were so or such, 

I 
whether I you know, most wives know rumors that they hear and 

they are so or whether they aren•t. 

Q What rumors do you have reference to? 

A hegarding the California business. 

Q What did Mrs. Sheppard think about Susan Hayes? 

A Hrs. Sheppard had heard the rumor that Dr. Sheppard 

had been out with Mrs. Hayes and didn't seem to think too 

much of it, didn't seem to be too upset about it. That 

is what she said to me, anyhow. 

Q Did she tell you about it? 

A Yes. 

Q '.l'hat she wasn't upset about it? 

A She told me that he had bought a watch for a young 

lady in California, and I said, "Did it upset you, is 

there anything to it?" and she said, "No, I don't think 

there is." 

Q Did she ever tell you that she contemplated divorce? 
• 

A No, because apparently all of that must have happened 

long before we knew themo I am going by what I read, of 

I 

I 

! 
I 
! 
' l 
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course, and heard. 

- --~ r , "J 

Q When did she tell you about this watch business? 

A Oh, I don't remember when exactly. 

Q Six months 

A No. 

Q Or eight months ago, or five months ago or two months 

ago? 

A Probably it would be closer to two months or a month 

ago. 

Q Two months or & month, that is prior to her death? 

A Yes, I don't i:now of anything that Dr. and Mrs. 

Sheppard haven't discussed. 

Q Did she ever indicate to you that her husband had a 

bad temper? 

A No. I never seen Dr. Sheppard that angry, angry 

enough to have a bad temper. 

~ Have you seen him angry? 

P.. Not what you would call angry. I have seen him upset., 
i 

That word angry is kind of hard in a ! 
I 

case like this to 

describe. I have seen him about as upset as most husbands 

get in front of friends and that isn't very angry. 

Q Did she ever tell you about his temper when there 

was nobody around? 

A No. I know Dr. Sheppard has never laid a hand on 

her up until -- well, I have to specify this, I know that 
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he had never touched her 

something physical maybe 

I assume with temper goes 

up to this winter, because 

there were six or eight of us who went on a skiing 

trip and we rode with Dr. .and Nrs. Sheppard on the skiing 

trip, Mr. Ahern and myself, and on the way up we got in 

the usual discussions that husbands and wives do some

times, and I was telling him of a very funny incident 

in our family life, end Dr. Sheppard said, "Well, I can 

also say that I heve never gotten angry enough with my 

wife to lay a hanc on her," and Mrs. Sheppard laughed 

and we all laughed and agreed along with it. So I 

would assume that he had never been angry enough to ever 

touch her. 

~ How long ago was this? 

A This was this winter. 

Q This past winter. Were you at any parties where 

Dr. Sam Sheppard and Mrs. Sheppard were there and where 

she left because she was angry? 

A No, I have never been. I have read of those parties 

in the newspaper, but I wasn't present at any of those. 

Q You have not been present at any of those? 

A No. They were always there, we often went together 

and came home together. 

Q Did you happen to know this Miss Hayes? 

A No, I have never saw her before I saw her picture 
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in the paper. 

Q Who is your family physician? 

A Dro Boss has been several times. You see, we only 

have lived here four years.and we are Christian Scientists, l 
I 

so we don't have a doctor very often. But Dr. Ross has 

come to the house to look after the children and came 

in when Ivlr. Ahern was ill this winter. 

Q Is there anything that you can tell us that would 

help us that you haven't told us? 

A I have thought and thought, and if there was I 

certainly would tell you. I realize it seems like rather 

peculiar that we could have spent such a dull and un-

interesting evening, but that is the way it was and I 

can't make any other sto~y out of it. 

Q When did you first hear of harilyn Sheppard's dea th't 

A Mayor Houk called me up some time about ten after 

six on Sunday morning. 

~ Ten after six? 

A Yes, so~time aroun~ that. 

Q When you left the Sheppard home did you lock the back 

door, that is, the door th~t goes out to the lake? 

A I didn't lock it when we left. When I brought the 

last of the dishes in off the porch I locked the door that 

goes from the living room on to the porch. I turned the 

switch and put the night chain on. 

i 
I 
! 
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Q You put the night chain on? 

A Yes. 

Q And you turned, you cell it a switch? 

A Well, it is one of those little --

Q Knobs? 

A Yes. 

~ Did you close the screen door? 

A No. 

Q Was the screen door closed at the time you were out 

on the porch? 

A It was closed, but whether it was locked or not, 

that I don't know. 

""- Now, the door le&ding on to Lake Road, you know was 

closed, you don't know anything about it being locked? 

A No, I don•t. I wish that I did. But we left and 

we turned our backs, s&id good-bye, and walked towerds 

the c2.r, and I can 1 t to the best of me recall hearing 

a click or anything. We woulo have, of course, paid 

particular attention if he hadn't been in the house. 

· ~ Now, on Sunday, July :...,.. th in the afternoon you were 

in the Sheppard home? 

A No, I wasn't in the Sheppard home until the next 

morning. 

- Q The next morning? 

A Or, when was July 4th -- yes, the next morning 
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when they asked me to come down and see if anything 

had been changed in the living room that I could 

recall. 

Q All right, what changes did you notice? 

A The chairs had been put back, the two chairs, 

armchairs, that we had pulled up. 

'I'hey were put back? 

A I can only describe with my hands. You know where 

the couch is, and the chair, usually, there is a chair 

that sits by the couch, there were two armchairs side 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
! 
I 
I 

by side that :Mr. Ahern and I were sitting watching televisi!on, 

and the chairs had been put back in their place. 

They were put back in their usual position? 

A Yes, everything else was exactly the same. 

I 
I 
I 
' i 
I 
I 

~ Did you notice the secretary or the desk in the living 

room? 

A Well, of course, that was opened and scattered. I am 

not speaking of those things. 

Q That was open and scattered? 

A V~hen I came in, that would be Tuesday morning, l".1.onday 

morning, yes. 

Q Did you notice the couch? 
A Yes. 
Q With the corduroy jacket on it? 

A Yes, laying down towards the end. 

Q That was the same jacket? 
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A Yes. 

Q That Dro Sheppard was wearing? 

A Yes. I didn't go up and inspect it but it looked 

like it was the same. 

Q That he was wearing when you left? 

A Yes. 

Q What about the den or the office or the study, which-

ever one you want to call it, did you look in there? 

A Yes. It was scattered. The things had been out of 

the desk, and so on. 

Q Did you go up in the bedroom? 

A No. 

Q This was Sunday morning that we are talking about, 

a few hours after the death? 

A Oh, no, I didn't go in the house Sunday morning. 

This was Monday morning they came up and asked me to come 

down and look and see if anything had been changed. I 

didn't go in the house at all all day Sunday. 

DR. GERBER: That is all. 

-

i 
i 
' . ; 

l 
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- DON J. AHERN, having been .first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION OF DON J. AHERN 

By Dr. Gerber: 

Q What is your name, please? 

A Don J. Ahern. 

Q Where do you reside? 

A 29146 Lake Road in Bay Village. 

Q How long have you lived there? 

A Since December of 1950. 

Q Are you married? -
A Yes, sir. 

Q Your wifets name? 

A Nancy. 

Q Were you friends, social friends and acquaintances 

of Dr. Sam Sheppard and harilyn Sheppard? 

A Yes, sir. 
i 

Q, can you tell us when you saw Dr. Sheppard and Marilyn: 

Sheppard on Saturday, July Jrd.? 

A Would you repeat that please? 

Q. When did you see Dr. Sheppard and harilyn Sheppard 

on Saturday, July 3rd? 

·- A Initially about six o'clock in the afternoon. 

Q Where did you see her? 
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I 
: A 

l ' I ~. 

At our residence. 

And what occurred? 

I A 
! 

'l1hey wer·e the r·e for two hou l's. uurinz 

I that period o: time we all had psrhaps two cocktails 

I 
apiece. -.-,e discussed the progress of Mrs. Sheppard's 

golf, '.t.nasmuch as my r::ife had been assisting her in f:Olf. 

She had Jlayed ve~y ::ttle before. Other t~an that l 

:hink it was ~~st J: & ~eneral nature, nothing unusual 

I ,;_n particular. 
i 

I : 
Then what 

,, -, ¥" .. ............ ..., down to the residence of Dr. ?rom th::r:_: Vi-S 

Sarr: Shey;lard.. 

'<v :Uld Dr. She-~.:;is.rj leave ah2ad of you or w.s_s he gone 

at any time in those two h~urs? 

.A As I recall he left maybe five or ten minutes -~r:or 

to the time thst we left. l don't recall exactly, but 

~ think he did leave prior to our departure. 

Q, "i~ho did you depart with? 

A As l recall, one of our children, ~ichael, I think 

rode ~n the car with us, ~rs. Sheppard and my wife • 

. :hat happened to the othc::r child? 

A Oh, l think their son, Chip, walked down to their 

residence with our daughter Leslie. 

Q '1Yhat time did you leave y.Jur home? 

A About eight o'clock. 
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,Q 
i 

What time did you arrive over at the Sheppa1•d' s 

I home? 

IA 
I .. 
I lo., 

Perhaps two minutes later. 

Then what happened, what happened then? 
I 

IA Some t~me between the time we arrived and started 

eating dinner I re call that Sarn and I walked down to the 

beach to look at the water inasmuch as he had planned on 

1

1

' skiing the following day. 

Q ~as Dr. Sheppard there when you arrived? 

A Yes, he was. He was there at the house. 

Q, He was at the house when you arrived? 

;A Yes. 
i 

~ All right, go ahead. 

A I recall the water was very rough that evening,, 

and it was a little disappointing because he had invited 

a numb2r of ~nternss for the following day to ski. 

';Je were down there for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes 

and came back up to the house, and shortly thereafter 

we went down in the basement, that is, Dr. Sam, our 

two children, and their son Chip. And Sam was showing the 

children hov.· to use the ~unching bag. We were down there 

i for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes and came back up. 
I 
I I Shortly thereafter, we had dinner on th~ porch, that is, 

the adults did, and the children ate ln the kitchen. 

Q. What happened then? 
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i 

- .,, ,_. . - ""'\. 
. ·-~ :J 

After dinner, the two Eirls, that is, my wife and 

i Ilrs. Sheppard cleared the table off and then brought 

I , dessert out, and vJe ate our dessert, and following that 
I 
I I took crnr two children home, Mike and Leslie, and that 

I 

was about 10:30. Then I returned perhaps ten minutes 

later. 

~~ 'iiha t happened then'.' 

A "Nell, I recall little Chip, just as I came in the 

living room, li~tle Chip dressed in his pajamas came 

down the steps and his mother, he said something to his 

mother which I didn't recall and she advised him to go 

on back upstairs and go back to bed, which he did. 

:.L'hen we began watch:i.ng a movie on television. Of course, 

had been listeninc to the ball game to that time. Nothing 

unusual happened for the. balance of the ever,ing. c:Je stayed· 

there until the conclusion of the movie which was on 

~elevision and also listened to the ball came. And as I 

re call it, it was about 12 :30 when we departed. Do you 

want me to continue? 

Yes, go right ahead. 

A I would say somewhere between 11:30 and perhaps a 

quarter to twelve Sam had been drowsing a bit .i.n the chair, 

and he then went over to the couch and laid down. I think 

especially the girls were tryinc to keep him awake so that 

he would watch the movie. He finally went to sleep I would 



- say about a half hour before we left. 

Did you ~otice how he was dressed? 

A ~le 11, l re call that he had on his cord slacks, a 

white T-shirt, and sweat so.cks, and brown sneakers or 

j 

' 
I 
i 
! 
j 

moccasins. I am not positive if he had on his brown 
I 

cordurdy 
I 

I 

I 
I think he did. jacket or not. Vhatever, it was very 

much in evidence, I can't recall seeing it clearly, I 

know he had it on during the course of the evening, 

following the time we came back up from the basement. 

Q Vias it cool enough to wear a jacket? 

A Oh, yes. It was rather windy that evening and, of 

course, we ate on the porch and it was quite windy out 

there. 

1 
~ You were wear~ng a jacket? 

A 1 had somethln[ on. l don't recall what it was. 

'::hat about a wrist watch, did Dr. Shep9ard have on a 

wrist watch? 

A As I recall, be did. 

~ On which hand was he wearing it? 

A I think it was on !:1is right hand. My recollection 

of having saen the watch WBS at our house. 

Q Which side of the hand was the face of the watch, 

was it on the palm side or the back side of the hand? 

A That is a pretty difficult question. I don't recall. 

I do know that when he was at our house, we were sitting 
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in the kitchen, at sort of a breakfast bar, and he ~as 

sitting to my left, somewhat as I arn sitting now, and I 

could see his hand up there, and as I recall he did h~ve 

on his watch. 

Q Is he right-handed or left-handed? 

A He is right-handed as I recall. 

Q Did you see a chain, a key chain, charm? 

A I have seen it many times, but I do not re call 

·having seen it on that occasion. 

Q Did he have a ring? 

A I don't recall. 

Q Fraternity ring or something, any kind of a ring? 

A l just don't recall. 

"I- ·11hen you left with Urs. Ahern did y::>u notice whether 

or not the door· that led out on the porch was locked? 

.A I know that my wife had locked it previously some 

time ct..i.ring the course of the evening. I think it was 

shortly aft-2r we came in from havins eaten. ! 
i 

i Do you know whether or not it was opened up subsequent I 
I 

I 
to that time? 

A I t hink not. 

Q Was there anything said or done that evening that 

would irritate Dr. She9pard or Mrs. Sheppard? 

A Not a thing. Everything was most pleasant. There 

just wasn't a thing. 
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Q You have had many meetings or social Gatherings wlth 

Dr. Sheppard and Hrs. Shep:Jard? 

A Yes, s ir. 

Q Was it characteristic of Dr. Sheppard to go to sleep 

in the middle of the party? 

A (witness nods) Sam was quite a good sleeper. He 

worked hard and slept hard. So that fact wasn't a bit 

unusual. 

Q It wasn't unusual he went to sleep? 

A Because many times at ciur house he has gone to sleep 

after a me al. 

~ Do you have any knowledge of any temper that Dr. 

Sar.i Shep_;;>ard had or may have had? 

A He certainly never displayed it around me. 

~othing unusual at all. 

Did you ever accept any confidences from Mrs. Sheppard, 

~arilyn Sheppard? 

A ~w, sir. 

Did she ever try to tell you anything confidential? 

A No, sir, she never has. 

Drt. C2.i.i.B2R: rrhat is all. 

• 


