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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Seldom, if ever, does a day pass that the front
page of some newspaper somewhere in the United States does
not reflect some measure of sensationalism. This is nei-
ther unique to the country, nor to the times. The news=-
papers of Europe, Asia, and South Americs all reflect the
same sSensational tendencies, as did the earliest forms of
newspapers nearly two’thousand years ago.

Generally, historisns and commentators of the press
have deplored the presenée of sensationalism. Sensationsl-
ism has been considered a contribyting factor to crimé; to
immorality, and to other blights on society. It has been
charged that newspaper editors deliberately misrepresenﬁ,
build up out of proportion, snd sensationalize the news
just for the sake of doing it--and to sell newspapers;
Seﬁsationalism often has been cited as one reason why news-
papers do not deserve thelr coveted freedom of the press.
in 19&7,»The Commission on Freedom of the Press reported
that the press is "so pre-occupiled with the reporting of
sensational events" that the "citizen is not supplied the

information and dlscussion he needs to discharge his re-

Q“wglnﬁVERSHY
lJBRARY,




sponsibilities to the community."l

While many critics have condemned the pregs for its
sensationglism, others have commended it. It has been ar-
gued that only by publicizing and making known to everyone
the evils of soclety that exist can these evils be elim-
inated. Another argument has been that it 1s the duty of
the press to mirror society and, if society 1s sensational,
the press should report it as such. Still another, and
seemingly more practical, argument is that the press exists
to serve its readers,hand if sensationalism is what the
readers want, that is what they should réceive.

Good, bad, or something else, sensationalism 1is a
significant characterliatic of the érdss;i It is en impor-
tant concept in any study or consideration of éhe press.
But, desplte 1lts relative importance to the over<all role of
the press, sensationalism has remained a vague concept.
Students of the press argue slmost continuously as to
whéther_a;certaié story was or was not sensatliongl; whether
Neﬁspapér 5 was or was not sensétional; and, if it was sen-
sational,f;q what degree was 1t sensationsl,

In comparison to other characteristics of the press,

lzobert M, Hutchins, A Free and Responsible Press,
The Commission on Freedom of the Preas (Chicago: University

of Chicago Press, 1947), p. 55.

|
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few studies have been made of sensationalism. The results
of those studies performed have been relatively inconclu-
sive, and often have contradicted one another. Consequently,

the question remains: what is sensationslism and how ig it

to be measured?

II. PURPOSE OF TH: 3TuDY

‘Periodically, charges of sensationallsm have been
leveled at the press as a whole,’and at specific newspapers

in particular, for coverage of a given event or events.‘

Once the charges were made, there was no reliasble method of

proving that the press was, or was not, guilty of sensa=-

tionalism. Generally, if the coverage fitted into a fairly

vague pattern of sensationalism it was Judged to be sensa-

tional. In an assessment of the asensationalism of the
pressa, the important criteria»often used by critics were
the smount and inteneity of criticism. Consequently, if
there was a great deal of intense adverse criticism, the
coverage of an event came to be accepted as sensational.

The most recent instance in which widespread charges

of sensationelism were leveled at one newspaper occurred in

195& as a result of The Cleveland Press! treatment of the

Sheppard murder case, It was the purpose of this study to

analyze the newspaper's treatment of the case and to deter-
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mine if that treatment fits the pattern of sensationalism.

The study should be of impoftance to the student of
thé press becausse it presents a detailed account of how a
newspaper, accused of sensationalizing a particular case,
handled the incldent, and how that treatment compared to
tha treatment given thres well-known sensationalized cases
in the past.

The study, also, should expand for the student of the
press the existing knowledge relating to the concept of sen-
sationallsm, The stud§ should aid the student ih developing
a more clear-cut concept of sensationalism, It should offer
some insight into the role of the editors and publishers
who are responsible for the existence of sensatioﬁalism in

the press. Finally, it should aid the student in consider-

ing how subject content of a story affects selection of the

story for publication and the typographical display and po-

gaition it will recéive.

III. DEFINITION OF TERMS

The Press. Unless otherwise noted, the press was
considered to include only commercial newspsepers. HRadio and
television, usually considered a part of the press medis,
were not included becguse they are relative newcomers to the

news field and, as such, would not permit the extensive
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study over a period of time that the newspapers did.

Lead Story. The term "lead story" shall be inter-

preted as meaning the article of primsry importance on the
front page of a newspaper. <Ihe criterie used in determin=
ing the relatlve importance of a story were 1ts position on
the page and the typogrsaphical display 1t received. The
traditional positioning for the lead story is across the
width of the top of the pége or in the upper right-hand cor-
ner. With only rare exceptions, the lead story is displayed
with the largest-size héadline, in terms of depth, on the
page. Headlines are measured in terms of width in columns
snd depth in points, seventy~two points equalling one inch,
The "second lead" would be the story receiving typographical
display and positioning moét closely rivaling that of the
lead story.

Column Inches. The term "column inches" shall be

interpreted as in&idatlng a messure of space in a newspaper,
‘Since newspapers are printed in columns, the simplest means
of tabulating space is to measure the width in terms of col-
umns and the depth in terms of inches, 4 story that runs
sight inches deep down one column thus covers eight column
inches of space. A photograph that is printed three col-

umns wide by four inches deep covers twelve column inches.
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Roman Holiday. The term "Roman Holiday" shall be

interpreted in this gtudy to mean enjJoyment or profit where-
by others suffer., The term refers to & dsy of amusement in

anclent Rome characterized by gladiatorial contests and

other bloody gzames.

Iv, METHOD

Although there have been recent attempts to analyze
scientifically the concept of sensatiohalism, the most fre-
quent method utilized by historians and commentators of the
press td determine sensationsalism has been to compare each
new case with a preceding one.that has been accepted as an
example of such treatment., In so doing, they have assumed
that there are certain methods of»Sensatioﬁalizing therﬂews
that are‘characteristic of tﬁe concept and that a historical
pattern of sensationalism exists.

In an attempt to define more clearly the historical

pattern, the history of Journalism was studied., In the

- literature of journalism, it was possible to trace sensa-

tionalism back nearly two thousand years,

After concluding research on the history of sensa-

tionalism, the concept itself was studied.




To determine what constituted the vazue historical
pattern of sensationalism, three famous murder cases, gen-
erally regardéd as classic examples of sensstionaliam, were
anglyzed. The cases studled were the Hall-Mills nmurder,
the Snyder-Gray murder, and the Lindbergh-Hauptmann murder-
kidnapping. The study was limited to murder cases to elim-
inste as many variables as possible.

To determine the role of The Cleveland Press in the

Sheppard case, a content analysls wss conducted of each
issue of'the newspaper from the day of the murder, July i,
195, until the conclusion of the case December 31, 1954.
The content analysis was of two parts: quantitative and
qualitative. The quantitative analysls was to determine
two things: (1) the total amount of space in column inches
devoted to the case, separated into a category for written
"~ copy and another for headlines and illustrative material--
cartoons, photographs, and drawings; and (2) the display the
case received in regard to the position of the story or
stories, and the size, in column width and point depth, of
the headlines. The qualitative analysis was conducted to
determine the general theme of the story or stories and/or
what was ssid. The content snalysis included every mention

of the Sheppard case in the newspapser except lette:s to the
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editor. The same content analysis was conducted of The

e,

Plain Dealer concerning its coverage of the sams case,

In 1954 The Clevelsnd Press was the largest news-
paper in Ohio with a circulation of 314,247. Its Cleve-

land rival, The Plain DPesler, was next in size, In terms

of circulation, with 299,297. The Plain Pesler published

in the morning and The Cleveland Press in the afternoon.

The Cleveland Press coverage of the Sheppard case

was compared first to the historiecal pattern of sensa-

tionalism as developed in the study of the coverage of the

three fsmous murder cases and then to The Plain Dealer cov-
erage of the same case.

Since the primary purpose of the study was to de=-

termine if The Cleveland Press treatment of the Sheppard

case fit the historical pattern of sensationalism, no at-

tempt was made to measure the degree 6f sensationalism.
Chapter II was devoted to a study of sensational-

ism--its history asnd concept. The three examples of sen-

sationalism were analyzed in Chapter III. The Cleveland
Press coverage of the Sheppard case was the subject of

Chapter IV, Chapter V contains a summary and some con-

clusgions.




V. RELATED STUDIES

Despite the importance of sensationalism to the to-
tal concept of the press, there have been few studies con-
cerning its nature and its measurement.

Danielson, gg_gl.,a developed a concept of sensstion-
alism based on the theory of a continuum of psychological
distance of the sensory input from the environment that an
individual "screens out" and that which he "lets in." Two
indices were involved in the study. One was a rating sys-
tem involving the concept of sensational news as compared.
to a -set of fifty semantic diffserentisl scales. The data
from this rating revealed three identifiable scale clusters,
which were labeled as "evaluation," "excitability," and
"activity," The other involved a quantitative content an-
alysls of magazine 1llustrations,

In a study conducted by Kingsbury, et gl.,3'a rating
continuum renging from extremely sensatlonal to extremely
socialized was devigsaed. After defining the concept of sen-

sationalism in terms of the reader's response, the coders

2W,A, Danielson, et al., "Sensationalism and the
Life History of Magazines: A Preliminary Study" (Madison,
Wisconsin: School of Journslism, University of Wisconsin,

1958), p. 4. (Mimeographed.)

t al., Newspaper and the News

—

3susen M, Kingsbury,
(New York: Putnam's, 1937).
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placed a given story or publicastion on the continuum on the
basis of assigned headline space devoted to stories pre-
Judged aa sensational.

Newman and Scheffleru gpproached their test of sen-
sationallism from the emotional reaction to the news., The
teat congisted of a iist of ten news toplcs, each followed
by an "emotional statement" and a "non-emotional state-
ment.“_'The subjects indicated which of the two statements
best represented their reactions to the given topic.

As a continusgtlon of the Danielson study on factor
rsting, Lynchs expanded the subjects and tested on the same
set of gemantic differential scales. Three factors were
identif;ableé "evaluation," "excitement," snd "violence" or
"activity."' 

Danielson, gg,gl.,é conducted a third survey, this

time using a sample of seventy-five subjects to rate a num-

U, Newman and I. Scheffler, "Sex Difference in Emo-
tional Reaction to the News," Journal of Abnormal and So-

cial Psychology, h?:h?é-h79, 194 7.

5M,L. Lynch, "Development of an Index for Measuring
Sensationsl News" zunpublished Master's theais, The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, 1960},

épanielson, et al., op cit., p. 6.
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I ber of concepts egzainst a set of twenty scales. The scales
were collected mainly from the results of the previous face-
tor analysis. Separate factor analyses were conducted on

two of the concepts, "sensational news stories" and “"style

of writing of sensational news stories," Again, three fac-

:E tors emerged, labeled as "evaluation," "excitement," and
"activity."
& A recent study on sensationslism was conducted by

Tannenbaum and Lynch.7 The technique involved, called "Sen-
dex" for Sensationalism Index, involved two main stepos: (1)
the emplirical isolation and identification of the dimen-
sicnaslity of the jJudgment of sehsationalism, and (2) the de-
velopment of & measure of the relative degree of sensation-
alism of different messages, The study selected a sét of
twelve factors (accurate-inaccurate, colorful-colorless,
active-passive) to represent the three factors in the Judg-~
ment of sensationalism found in the factor analyses studies
by Danielson, Lynch, et 2l. The experimental messages in
the étudy‘were snalyzed in detail in terms of various ob-
jective méséage characteristics, It was found that the
smaller tﬁe D2 score the more sensational the Judzgment

for both stylistic and toplcal measures, The study proved

TMervin D. Lynch and Percy H. Tannenbaum, "Sensa-
tionalism: The Concept and Its lMeasurement," Journalism

Quarterly, 37:381-92, Summer, 196Q.
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it was possible to compute distance scores between Judg-
ments of the message and that of objectivity., These data
produced Jjust the reverse of ths findings on the Sendex
scores; the more sensatlonal the version, the less objec-
tive the message was judged to be.

In a later study, Tannenbaum and Lynch8 attempted to
isolate and identify one or more key message attribute clus-
ters which related to the judgment of sensationalism, as the
latter is indexed by the Sendex technique. The three sty-
listic clusters which émerged in the study were (1) some
measure of the readabllity of the story-~the more readable,
generally the more sensational; (2) some measure of the punc-
tuation usage in the specimen, with the best single index
being the internal punctuation per sentence~-the more sen-
sational passages generally also contained less internsl
punctuation; (3) an index of the degree of modification in
a passage, the single measure being the ratio of the total
number of adjJectives and adverbs to the total number of
nouﬁs and verbs--other things being equal, the more sensa-

tional a message 1s judged, the higher the modification ra-

tio,.

8ervin D. Lynch and Percy H., Tannenbaum, "Sensa-
tionalism: Some Objective Message Correlates," Journglism

Quarterly, 39:317-323, Summer, 1962.
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CHAPTER II
THE NATURE OF SENSATIONALISM

Much has been written about newspaper sensatidnalism,
its history end development, and its presence in contempo—

rary journalism, This chapter will swmmarize briefly the
nature of sensationallem, '
I, THE HISTORY 07 SENSATIONALISM
Sensationalism in news reports is not the product of
the tﬁenﬁieth'century; 'It has been in evidence since the
very first printed news ‘sheets, ' -

The forerunner of the modern daily newspaper wWas

Acta Diurpa,-bf The Daily Acts, established by Julius Cae-
88T, Lika.the modern newspsper, it paid specisl attention
to both civil and criminal courts and made a special feature
of election news. The ability to invent the news and to mix
truth and’ falsehood bacame almost a profession in Rome and
was carried to such an extent that Papal Bulls were issued
to stop such activities,’
| About the early history of sensationalism, Frank

Luther Mott wrote:

-1Jemes M. Lee, History of American Journglism
(Bostont Houghton Mifflin Company, 1923}, p« S5e

T

e
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Trace the written word as far back as we can,

we find it used to record the shocking, the thrill-

ing, the exciting incidents. The Hebrew Scripturss,

the Egyptian papyrus stories, ancient Greek Litera-

ture: all resound with sensationalism,2

In the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, sen-
sationalism manifested itself in Znglend in the form of
ballads. The ballads, relating to the sensationsl aspects
of the gallbws or to dying confessions of murderers, were
perticularly popular. The ballads enjoyed a long‘history
that began when folk songs'were first set in type for sale
and ended when the newépéper brought the mssses stories
based on more current news. The newspapers of the . time
were celled broadsides and were usually printed on Jjust one
side of the sheet of paper so that it could be posted on g
wall, Among the first London broadsides, or broadsheets, to

succeed was the collection called the Newgate Calendar,

which appesrsd lete in the sixteenth century snd supposedly
was written by the chaplaln of Newgate Prison, It consisted
of accounts of the last days end confesgions of condemned

criminals.3

Around the mid-seventeenth century in Englend, "the

2Frank L, Mott, The News in Americs (Cambridge, Mass-
achusetts: Harvard Ugiversity Press, 1952), p. 49.

3Curtis D. MacDougall, Newsroom Problems and Policies

(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1948), p. 453.

S i meimon - ¥
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news was selected or manipulated to suilt the cause, and
each party accused the other ol deceit,"t

Through the brogdsides, news preceded newspapers by
about forty years in America. The broadsides, liks those
of London, dealt primarily with crime end condemned crim-
inals. One of the most famous of the brozdsides, published
in July, 1704, in Boston,tby Nicholas Boone, Was entitled
"An Account of the Behaviour snd last Dying speechss Of the
Six Pirates, thst werefﬂxécuted on Charles River; Boston
side, on Fryday, June 30th, 170L."

The first Americen newspaper, Publick Occurences, was

published in 1650. Remarked Mott:

The first American newspaper contained plenty of
sensational items; indeed, it was a little story of
the sexusl misbehavior of the French king, together
with an item about satrocities committed by the Indian
allies of the HMassachusetts government, which caused
the guthorities to forbid further issues of the pa-

per.

The first continuously published American newspaper,

The Boston Hews-Letter, was published first in 1704+ By

1721, Benjamin Franklin was so incensed by the content of

the early newspapers that he wrote in the New Englsnd Cour-

YEdwin Emery and Edwin H. Ford, Highlights in the
History of the American Press. (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1954}, p. 76. ’

SMott, loc. cit.
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ant, America's fourth newspaper:

Lonz has the Press grozned in bringing forth an
hateful, but numszrous Broocd of Party Pamphlets, ma-
licious Scribbles, and Billingsgate Ribaldry. The
Rancour and bitterness it has unhappily infused into
men's minds, and to what a Degree it has sowed and
leaven'd the tempers of Persons formerly esteemed
some of the most sweet and affable, is too well
nown here, to need further proof or Representation
of the matter.

A landmark in American newspaper history was estab-
lished in 1734 when the first successful daily newspaper,

The Pennsylvania Packet and Daily Advertiser, was published

in Philadelphia. Historisn Alfred Lee noted that in that

same year The Penngylvanis Evening Post made "primitive

n?

efforts at sensational Journalism.

The existence of sensationalism as a dominant factor
in American journalism, however, coincided with the real be-
ginnings of the commercial press. Both owe their existence
to the advent of the penny papers in 1833.

The newspapers to this time cost six cents each and
were sold only by subscription. The readers of newspapers
were the elite,-the wealthy of the society. Veteran news-

papermen realized that a large portion of the comnunity was

6Ford,'loc. cit.

TAlfred Lee, The Daily Newspaver in America (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1947), p. 57.
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being overlooked by the daily newspapers, Hence, they be-
gan to establish newspepers of their own. DBy printing a
smaller formet on cheaper paper and giming st mass circula-
tion, they were able to charge only a penny per paper. The
new penny papers boldly souzht out street sales. To en-
courzge such‘sales, the penny pszpers developed a2 livelier
approach to news presentation, which, coupled with the cost,
soon made America s nation of newspzper readers.

The first successful penny paper, The Mew Yoric Sun,

appeared on the morning of September 3, 13833. Edited by
Benjamin Day, "the fresh, even {lippant, style of The Sun's

news ltems, and its emphasis on locgl, human~interest, and

n8

often sensational events caught the town's fancy.

Evaluating the success of The Sun, Willard Bleyer

wrote:

The basis of The Sun's success ig unqusstionably
to be found in its giving the masses what they wante
ed--goensationzl "human interest”" news, the value of
which as a circulastion builder had been demonstrated
in England by the London Morningz Herald. Police
court news, treated humorously as a rule; reports of
criminal trials, frequently with scandalous detalls;
accounts of murders, suicides and other crimes-~these
were the popular featurss., Day discovered that the
secret of popular journalism lay in appealing to the

_ 3Fpank L. Mott, American Journalism, A History (New
York: The Magecmillan Company, 1962), p. 22l.
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emotlons of the masses rather than to their intel-
lect; in amusing, entertaining end shocking them.?

Once Day had proven that penny papers could be suc-
cessful, other penny dallies were attempted throughout the

country. One of The Sun's first rivals was The Hew York

Transcript, which imitated The Sun in its format and gen-

eral news and circulation policies. However, it emphasized

humorous court reporting, using more wit, exaggeration, and
ribaldry than The Sun; also it specialized in reporting il-

licit sex_rel&tions, prizefights, and criminal trials.

By far the most lmportant of the one-cent rivals of

' The Sun wes the New York Herald, begun by James Gordon Ben-

~nett on May 6, 1835. Representative of the other penny pa-

. pers ét'first, the Herald changed markedly after.its'offices

were destroyed in the famous Ann Stréet Fire., It reﬁurned
as almost a completely different newspaper. The Heraid
took on a personalized touch, Wit supplanted dignity. Ob-
jective reporting suffered in the’change. The penny press
had already had a reputation for piquancy; the new Hersgld
came to be thought of as "spicy" and "saucy."1C The Herald

exploited crime news., It seemed to delight in stories of

9Willard G, Bleyer, Main Currents in the History of
American Journalism (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Houghton

Miffiin Company, 1927), p. 16L.

10Mott, American Journalism, p. 231.
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i1licit sex relations--scandalous incidents recounted with-
out names, some of them probably more or less fictitious,

The same humorous treatment of police-court and

crime news which typified The Sun and Transcript soon was

imitated by othsr newspapers.
While Bennett was establishing his new Herald,delen

Jewett, a prostitute, was found murdered and a young clerk
named Robinson was tried for the crime. The case was just
what Bennett had been looking for, Said MacDougall:

The Herald 1ifted the Robinson-Jewstt case from
its place in the routine police report of the day to
become the first criminal case of its kind to re-
ceive the exaggerated Journalistic treatment with
‘which modern newspaper readers are familiar.ll
Bennett himself did some detective work on the csse

and printed little else In the Herald but trial news. Other
penny papers followed the Herald's sordid detalls. It was a
areat field day for the penny press. After studying the

case, Alfred Lee wrote:

The exploitation of this crime and trial by the
first penny papers, not only in New York but in Bos-
ton and Philadelphia, marked the culmination of
thelr effort to attract readers by s degree of sensa-
tionalism hitherto unknown in American journalism,12

11lMacDougall, Newsroom Problems and Policies, p. 437.

12Lea, The Daily Newspsper in Americs, p. 610.
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In reviewing the great era of the penny newspapers,
dott commented:

what these papers did, primarily, was to make
newspaper readers of a whole economic clgss which
the six-cent dailies nad scarcely touched. They en-
larged America's newspaper-reading public tremendous-
ly. Eut newspapers for the uneducated (the average
American of the tims had only one yesr of education)
draymen and porters must necessarily be diflerent
from those prepsred for the rich merchants. They
‘had to be more direct and more sensational. ZThey
required the spice of wit, or the cayenne of a rather
brutal human comedy. +‘he penny press revolution was
itselfl atfended with grsat abuses. Bad taste, coarsze-
ness vhich sometimes beceme indecency, over-emphasis
on crime and sex, and disreputable_asdvertisinz were
outstanding =sins of these paperas,

A magazine writer of the mid-nineteenth century
wrote: "The penny press answers the purpose of a pepperbox
for diseased or slow stomachs, but it affords very little
food for a healthy organization,"ld

Impressed with the succesas of the penny papers, but
somewhat appalled by their actions, Eorace Greeley started

the New York Tribune on April 10, 1841, The Tribune was de-

signed to appeal to those who desired a chesp but moral news-
paper., Shortly after it appeared, the Tribune published a

condemning editorisl in which it said that "the damning

13Mott, American Journalism, p. 24l.

WIpid., p. 2L2.
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gullt of making murders"l5 rested upon the souls of the
editors of papers which published the loathsome details of
murder trials. Although it sometimes dropped to the level

of the cheap newspapers, The Tribune was published on a gen-

erally hilgher ethical plane than its rivals and lived up to
its nickname "The Great Moral Organ.,”

After the furor created in the penny paper era, sen-
sationalism developed slowly durinz much of the remainder of
the nineteenth oentﬁrj, almost as if it were building up for
the iﬁfamous era of yellow Journalism that was -to follow.

| The newspapers continued to develop the repérting of
murder trials. The 1869 murder of A.D, Richardson in the

office of the New York Tribune by Daniel icFarland was the

biggest trial story of the era for the sensational newspa-
pers. The story was played up by the marriage of Mrs., Mc-
Farland and Richsardson just before the latter‘é death, the
;eremony being performed by Henry Ward Besecher in the hos-
pitael, An important aspect of the trial coverage was that:
the Tribune plsyed the signed story of Mrs. Abbie McFarland

Richardson on the front page, the first time a relative of a

15Zditorial in the New York Herald Tribune, April 17,

1841,
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participant had covered a trial. It set a precedent that

was to become part of the standard pattern for reporting

murder trisls.

Following the Richardson murder, the newspapers de-

voted themselves tq reporting the Civil War., Reviewing the

era following, Alfred Les wrote:

With the disappearance of the battles of the
Civil War and blunders afterwards as dependable
sources for papesr-selling news, journalists again
turned to_nmurders, divorces, and other c¢rimes and
scandals.l | . |

Sensationalism reached its helight in the era of yel-
low journalism, which covered the last ten years of the nine-

teenth century asnd the first ten years of the twentieth cen-

tury. 3
The preview to the ers of yellow journalism was con- !

ducted by Joseph Pulitzer and his New York World, beginning

gbout 1883, Pulitzer exploited crime and scandasl and sgllied )
them to a crusading spirit. He gave two reasons for sensa-

tionalism: (1) that people must know sbout cerime and wicked-

A e

ness gnd disasters in the world if they are toc combat them;
and (2) "bacause I want to talk to a nation, not to a select

committee 17

16Lee, The Daily Newspaper in America, p. 625.

17Mott, American Journslism, p. 4hl.
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J. Bdward Gerald commented gbout Pulitzer:

The success of Joseph Pulitzer encouraged imi-
tators who saw only ths World's sensational mster-
ial, not its effort at a balanced presentation of
news and opinion, These imitators used extreme dis-
play of news of scandal, crime, and violence, and won
circulation in New York desplte the popularity of the
World, Hergld, and Sun. Proprietors throughout the
country sought quick increases in circulation,1d

Williesm Randolph Hearst studied Pulitzer's efforts
in ¥ew York, Shortly after his fether had purchased the

San Franciasco Examiner, Heoarst was given control of it and

made it a spectacular success. Certain that he had mastered
the formula for the successful sensatiénal newspaper, Hearst
was eager to try it out in the great forum of American journ-

alism, New York City. His Father died in 1891, leaving

HEearst nearly $7,500,000 worth of mining stock which he sold..

On November 7, 1895, Hearst purchased the New York Morning
Journal, and the era of yellow journalism was about to begln.
Hearst poured money into the Journal. Circulstion
rose as he used copious illustrations, emphasized crime,
disasters, and scandals in the news, and generally imitated

Pulitzer's World., Noted a historian:

Hearst came generally to reject all news stories

187, maward Gerald, The Social Responsibility of the

Press (Minneapolis: The University of Minnesota Press, 1963),
D. 23.
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which did not contain that thrill of sensationelism
loved by the man on the strect eand the woman in the
kitchen, no paper ever published fewer news items to
the issue. He trainsd his men to look for the one
sensational, picturesque fgct In every occurrence
which came to the desk, and to twist that fact to
the fore, "What we're after,”" said Arthur McEwen,
"is the 'gee-whiz! emotion." A story tc be avail-
able for his purposes must have romance, sympathy,
hate, gain, In the first sentence, the first line,
the first paragraph.19

A movement to ban both the Journal and the World was
attempted in 1896 by reformers who foresaw the exploitation
of crime and sex as a public menace., Mott observed, how-
ever, that although the sensationalism of these papers
shocked the moralists of the eighties, i1t would probably

not be very painful to the ordlnary reader of twentieth-cen-

tury newspapers.20

It was in their Sunday editions that Pulitzer and
Hearst made the most of sensationalism, gnd it was there
that they had thelr most frenzied competition.

Heoarst, supported by a huge bankroll, lured all of
Pulitzer's top personnel to the Journal, the key man being
Morrill Goddard. A college graduate with a flair for the

spectacular asnd the razzle-~dazzle, Goddard developed the

19pord, Highlights in the History of the American
Press, p. 272.

20Mott, American Journslism, p. Lh2.
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pattern for the sensationel Sunday editions of The time.
The formula included.a few pages of news and editorial in
the style of the standard daily; a "sob-sister" advice col-
umn to girls and lovers; the exploitation of prominent per-
sonages; doublepage spreads of exagrgerated and sensation-
alized phases of science or pseudo-sclencs, plus a similar
play of crime meterial; pages of comment on the theater
with emphasis on legs; end colored supplements of miscellany

snd comics.21

The distinguishing mark of the new Sunday journalism
came to be the colored supplement. The favorite of the com-
{cs came to be Richard P. Outcault's "Tellow Kid," a page-
wide drawing of caricatures of kids from the New York tene~
ments., The dress of the central "kid" was made yellow;
hance thQ‘Yellow Kid. The Yellow Kid was pictured in situ-
ations connected with current events in New York, snd soon
became, to eritics of the press, the symbol of the new journ-
alism. Ervin Wardman of the Pregs coined the phrase "vellow
oress” in referring to New York's sensational papers. Dana

used the name in The Sun, and 1t eventually became an ac-

cepted term.

Finally, Hearst challenged Fulitzer to a circulation

2libid,, p. S524.
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war. The challenge came at tho time of the Cuban insurrec-
tion which eventually led to the 3Spanish~American War, It
often has been debated that the Journal and the World were
largely responsible for startinz the war, The passion for
war was whipped up by news stories, headlines, pictures, and
editoriagls in the yellow preas.

At the start, the World's correspondents in Cuba were
superior to those of the Journal, but Hearst's financial re-
sources soon reversed the situation. In 1397, he bought =&
yacht, snd sent Richard Harding Davis, a famous fiction
writer, and Frederic Remington, a famous illustrator, to
Cuba. Displeased with the assignment, Remington sent the
first of two cablegrams whiéh forever will be a blot on
journalism. Remington's cable to Hearst read: "EVERYTHING
IS QUIET. THERE IS NO TROUBLE HERE. THERE WILL BE NO WAR.
WISH TO RETURN." Hearst cabled back: "PLEASE REMAIN. YOU
FURNISH THE PICTURES AND I'LL FURNISH TEE WaR,"22

Circulations for the Journal and the World surpassed
the million mark with the news that the battleship Maine had
been sunk. Appalled by this dsrk hour in American journal-

ism, one editor wrote:

22Mott, American Journalism, p. 529.
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Nothing so disgzraceful as thas behavior of two
of these newspapers (the Journal and the World)this
weak has been known in the history of American journ-
alism. Gross misrepresentation of the facts, delib-
erate Invention of tales calculated to excite the
public, and wanton recklessness in the construction
of headlinea which even outdid thess inventions, have
combined to make ths issues of the most widely cir-
culated newspapers firebrands scattered broadcast
throughout the country. « » « It 13 a crying shame
that inen should work guch mischief simply in order
to sell more papers.2

Not all of the newspapers of the era Jolned with the

Journsl and the Horld in war-promoting activities, Several

of the papers condemned the sensatlonal jJjingoiam of the yél-

low press and supported fresident McKinley's attempts to e~

vold intervention. A few weeks after the sinking of the

Maine, & sarcastic editorial appeared in the New York Iri-

bune.

It stated:

Up to this point the war hsa been a glorious suc-
cess, as will be seen by the billboard announcements
of the increased circulation of the newspapers which
have carried it on. If, &3 now gseems probable, 1its
ravages can be confined to Printing House Square, and
Spain 18 "licked" right here with blood-red extras
without resorting to shot and shell, it will be the
greatest triumph everzﬂchieved by the large type and

liberty-loving press,

Circulation during the war weeks hit ocne=-and-a-half

-million fbr the Journgl snd almost as much for the Yorld.

23Editorial in the New York Evening Post, February

2hpg1torial in the New York Tribune, Harch 9, 1898.
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Shortly thereafter circulation began to drov., Pulitzer,
perhaps because of logs of money, perhaps because he was
tiring of the whole gsme, or perhaps because of a sudden
realization of the ethical problems involved, dropped the
war promotion and began to urge a guick end to the war.
With this change of interest, the era of yellow Journalism
began to fade.

Although Pulitzer's World and Hearst's Journgl were
the most obvious sxamples of the yellow press, they were by
no means the only ones, A study of the newspapers in the
twenty-one major metropolitan areas in 1900 revealed that
about one-third of them were distinctly yellow.2> Cincine -
nati, St. Louls, and San Prancisco were among the notable
centers of the movemént. Among members of the yellbw press

outside New York City were The Cincinnati Enquirer, The

Boston Post, The Denver Post, The Philasdelphia Inguirer, and

Hearst's The Chicaizec American, The Chicago Examiner, and The

Bostcn American. Baltimore, Kansas City, and Washington

were smon3 the few cities to be relatively unaffected by the

movemente.

25Delos T. Wilcox, "The American Newspaper: A Study
in Social Psychology,” Annals of the American Acedemy of
Social Science , 16:56, July, 1900.
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Despite its blot on American Journalism, the yellow
press was not entirely unworthy. Mott observed:

Although the general effect of such an enumera-
tion 1s of something grotesque and vicious, never-
theless there are here germs of newspaper technigues
which are certalnly defensible, 2nd some which have
since been developed into general and rsspectable
procedures, In short, the yellow papers contributed
something=--notably banner headlines, free use of pic-
tures, asnd the Sundasy supplsment-~-to modern journal-
ism, But the more blatent and dishonest phases of
yellow journalism, though perhaps never wholly absent
from the American press, flgurished spectacularly for
little more than a decade,Z

After the era of ye}low journalism fadéd, there fol-
lowed, as has happened repeatedly throughout history, a per-
iod of relative calm: the prelude to the next great era of
sensationalism~-the jazz age.

The jJazz age of journalism began shortly after the
conclusion of ths first'world war and was checked only by

the great depression. The Dally News in New York developed

the tabloid format and heralded in the age. Abandoning the

more conservative Tribune tradition, The Daily News tried
crime-~gnd-sex aensatlon and found it well adapted to both

the pictorial treatment and the snappy style of tabloid news-

papering.

26Mott, American Journalism, p. 539.




30

The success of the sensational Daily News stirred

Hearst to found, in 1$2L, his own tabloid, The Daily M¥irror.

Only months later, Bernarr Macfadden established The Dally
Graphic and what wes to become known as the war of gutter
jéurnalism was about to begzin.

Macfadden engaged one of the most successful of the
jazz aze practitlioners, Emile Gauvreau, as hls editor. To-
gether they developed the confession-story technique for -
news, using first person articles by participants in news
events but in actuallty writpen by reporters,

Arthur Clarke and later Frank Hause were hired to

manage The Daily News. Hearst lured Philip Payne away from

The Daily News staff to lead The Daily Mipror. By the end

of 192, the three tabloids were ready for a contest in sen-

sational journalism, Observed Mott:

It was no accident that a series of julcy mur-
ders and scandals turned up in the ensuing years;
such things are always happening, and whether they
develop a3 big newspaper stories depends largely
upon hunger for sensation and anxiety to "play" them
on the part of any important section of the press.
In this newspaper situation, the competitive tab-
loids watched keenly for the appearance of thelr
malodorous materials.

One of the most sensational of all the cases covered

27Ibid., p. 669
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by the tabloids of the era was the 1922 Hall-Mills murder wa
|
{

case. Hardly had that case ended when the tabloids exploit-
ed the Snyder-Gray case. Both of these cases will be treat-
ed}extensively later in the thesis,

Many other trials and scandals, the coverage of

which sometimes bordered on indecency if not obscenity, re-

ceived considerable "play in the era durinz the war of the hi

tabloids. One of the worst was the incident of "Daddy" {A

Browning end his youthful "Peaches," in 1927. Edward W,

Browning was a middle aged man known for his penchant for !5

giving to very youné girls the delights of a cinderella.

" was Just too young, however, and

Frances Heenan, "Peaches,
she sued for divorce shortly after thelr marriage, disclosing
to the public the wild bedroom antics "Daddy" had forced her

into. The Dally Graphic gave the case such publicity that

Macfadden and Gauvreau were brought into court by the So-

ciety for the Suppression of Vice. <ven The Daily News was
cbncerned and commented to the effect that if this sort of 1

thing went much further readers would be "drenched in ob-

scenity."28

The treatment of the Browning affair by The Graphic

helped usher in the worst phase of gutter journalism, *

281bid. ,
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which, according to Oswgld Garrison Villard, "was an in-

u2?

gult to a good clean gutter. Despite criticism, Gauvreau

considered The Daily Gravhic's treatment of the Browning

gffair to be a huzge success, and dashed off to members of

the news staff the folldwing riemos:

Jur circulation has reached the point where it
has torn the bowels out of one of our presses,

This trouble is being remedied.

In the meantime, I want to urge the copy desk to
bend every effort to Jjazz up the headlines. -

I want the reporters to bear in mind that from
now on it 1s s waste of time to write a story which
cannot stand up under a sensational hsadline.

Handle every item from the sensational angle.

If g story cannot give you an interesting, and
sensatlional headline, 1t has no place in thls paper
from now on.

The sensational and the human interest; the play
upon public curlosity will put the paper over quick-
ly if we stick to it,.

The important news to me is sensational news,”
"Soon the standard eight-column newspapers, which
seemad ultra-conservative by comparison, began protesting

against the excesseés of tabloidism. The educational and

29Mott, The News in Americs, v. 5.

30Frank Mallen, Sauce For the Gander (White Plains,
New York: Baldwin Books, 1954), p. 101,
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religious agencles followed, conducted somathinz of a holy

war against tue tabloids in zeneral snd Ths Daily Grashic,

Y

more commonly called "The Daily Pormolraphic,” in vartice

ulare
Looking beck on tkhe era, Gauvreau, the mastsrmind
behind The Daily Sraphic, described jezz-sge journalism as:

« « an offghoot from ths varent stem, and ded-
1cst°d to the fullest extent to the primitive in-
etincts of mankind. Its object was to attract at=-
tentlion at any cost, and the most intimate details
of 1life, in a period noted for its exceases, appoar=
ed in the sensational press along with smashing dig~
plays of c¢rime news, and an occasional _cruasade for
better conditions in local government,

Macfadden defended his position st the time by say-
ing: “sensetiénalism is nothing more than a élear, definite,
attractive presehtation of the news and 1is perfedtly'proper
as long as one adheres to the truth,"32

The depressibn, plus incrsased social presasure, fi-
nally brought about the end of the war of the tgbloids and
the jazz~age of journalism, and with it, the last extended

reign of sensationalism, Henceforth, the press was to limit

itself only to sensationslizing Iindividual cases when they

3lsmile Gauvreau, My Last Million Readers (Hew York:
E,P, Dutton and Company, 19Lk1), p. 112,

328ditorial, Editor & Publisher, 62:20, August 31,

1929.
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appeared and as they appsared.

The first great sensational story following the jazz
age, in the eyes ol the press, was the kidnapping and mur-
der of the Charles Lindbergn baby in 1932, the hunt for the
perpetrator of the crime, the arrest of Bruno Hauptmann in
1934, his trial, and his electrocution in 1936. It came at
& time when the bilg panic over the devression had bezun to
clear and when newspapers were again scouting for the big
story. The Lindbergh case slso will be treated extensively
later in this thgsis.

Following the furor of the Lindbergh case, the Amer-
ican press turned to more responsiole things. One signif-
icant trend of the period was that newspapers begasn to give
considerably more space to foreign news than ever befors.,

Many of the practices that typified newspaper treat-
ment during the great eras of sensationalism-~that of the
penny papers, yellow journalism,and the jazz age--<have been
adapted by the dsily press so that their use 1s no longer
questioned, Other presctices are withheld and saved only for
the potentiaslly great sensational cases, In general, few
charges of gross sensationalism in the press are heard.
There are exceptions, however, and one of the most notable

in recent years was the controversial Shepperd murder case.

In any case, as Percy Tannenbaum, who has done con=-

e mm e o
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siderable research in sensationalism, has noted: "Good, bad
or something else again, sensationalism is a significant

feature of the press."33
I, WHEN IS IT SENSATIONAL

Since Benjamin Hafris founded the first American
newsﬁaper in 1690, critics of the press have repeatedly at-
tacked sensationalism, Unfortunately, few critics have de-
fined precisely what constitutes sensationalism, Conse=
quently, much of the problem concerning sehsationalism has
been semantical. In the literature of Journalism, there
exist few definitive explanations of sensationalism,

Albert Henning referred to sensationalism as "mis-
representation to stimulate paper sales."3u He'sa& as iFs
purpose an attempt to make the facts more interesting than

they really were. He continued:

The same motive actuates the leather-lunged
gentleman at the entrance to the side-show, the
nicer gentleman who writes summer resort: literature,

33Mervin D. Lynch and Percy H, Tannenbaum, "Sensa=
tionalism, The Concept and Its Measurement," Journalism

Guarterly, 37:382, Fall, 1960,

3kalbert F, Henning, Ethics and Practices in Journal-
New York: Ray Long and Richard Smith, Incorporated,

[ Sty
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and the still nicer zentleman who writes aubomobile i
advertisements, Lthically, it is equivalent to sell- i
ing zold bricks., Sensstionalism in some of its forms g
shades into what is known as "hokum" which is dige- et
cussed under the head of faking.35 1S

,_

Carl Lindstrom felt thst the reasder links sensation-

alism with overemphasis. He added: "I sometimes think we

lightly run our fingers over the surface of events just for

z
tnd feel of them, for the sensation, if you will,"3°

Mott defined sensationalism broasdly as subject matter

and tr=atment which excltes the emotions of the reader. It

is more commonly used, in reletion to the news, he/explained,
to suggest stories which stimulate unwholesome emotional re=-
sponges in the average reader. Mott used the term sensa-
tionaliam to refer to the detalled newspaper accounts of
crimes, disasters, sex scandsals, and monstrosities.37

W,I. Thomas wrote of sensationalism:

It distorts incidents and situations so that
they will correspond to the mogt crude and brutal
conditions of consciousness and degire, It perverts

facts and manufactures storles purporting to be true,
for the sake of producing an emotlional shock grester

35ibid., p. 131.

36Carl Lindstrom, "Sensationalism in the News,"
Journalism Quarterly, 33:1k, Winter, 1956,

3THMott, Americsn Journalism, ». L42.
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than would follow on the presentation of the exact
truth,. 38

Edwin Emery described sensationalism simply as “the

emphasis on emotion for its own sake,"39

Sensationalism was describsd by W.,A. Daniselson this

way!

It provides thrills. It 1s fascinating in a mor-
bid way. It 1s shocking to our moral or gesthetic
gensgibilities, It creates suspense., It grouses
"unwholesome emotional responses.”" It appeals to a
man's insatiate appetite to hear of horror, crimes,
disasters, sex scandals, etc.l4O

Danielson continued his discussion:.

Essentially, sensationallsm means that the sto-
ries in a publication are underdistanced; that is,
they supply more sensations and emotional reactions
than we desire individually or than society has deem-
ed proper for us to desire. It . . . has to do with
the psychological distance we wish to keep between
ourselvis and our perceptions of events in the

world.

St111l another attempt defined sensationalism as "news

38W I Thomas, "Moral Meance of Yellow Journalism,"
Current Litersture, LlL:415, April, 1908,

39Edwin Emery, The Press and America (Englewood
Cliffs, Yeu Jersay. Prentice-Hall Incorpcrated 1962},

Pe 2130

LOy,A, Danielson, et al., "Sensatlonalism and the
Life History of Magazines: A Preliminary Study," (H4adison,
Wisconsin: School of Journalism, The University of Wiscon-

sin, 1958), p. 4. {mimeographed.)

Lltpiq.
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from which the reader gets g thrill out of the intense
emotional experiences of other people."‘u2

Mott, in describing sensationalism more specifically,

commented:?

Exciting news is easy toread « + . +» It is the
essence of sensationalism that it always affords im-
mediate rewsrd to the reader, though it may also of-
fer a further delayed rewsrd if the news is of nmore
- or less. permanent value to the individual. That is,
sensational news often has its "hard side": it may
be significantly important. .

What the critica condemn and excoriste is not
the merely interesting or mildly stirring news, but
thst which i3 calculated to be highly exeiting,
thrilling, and stimulating for most readers. In this
sense, the more violent contests are generally sen-
sational, whether in war, politics, sports, or socisl
intercourse; so are disasters, horrors, most crime
and sex Incldents, and many human interest stories.
In this diascussion, we shall call this "high" or "vi-
olent" sensationalism, It is the over-emphasls on
this high sensationalism in the news and the appeal
to morbid interests which are more properly subject
to severe criticism,

Fundamentally, the evil of sensational news is
not that it is sensatlional but that its significance
is too often obscured or distorted, The news of a
murder, or a series of murders, may be of great im-
portence from seversl points of view . . . . But if
reporter and editor lose sight of auch significant
‘gaspects of crime, and shovel in detalls of horror,
sex, moronic emotlionalism, and low wvulgarity, then
- the appeal 1s wmade simply and baldly to morbid cur-
iosity, and the result is clearly immoral.

uzLynch and Tannenbaum, "Sensationalism: The Concept
and Its Measurement," p. 388,
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One of the chief sins of the sensation-monger
on both the newspaper and the radio is the effort
which he makes to "jazz up" his story, and to make
an exciting report out o§ news that is not really
exciting to begin with.u

Neil MacNeil stated that sensationalism is easy to

recognize. He wrote:

This kind of Jourmalism is readily identifiable

by its colossal headlines on sex scandals, its abun- T
dence and display of pictures of scantily dressed T 3
!

e

women, its featuring of trivial crime news and so- _ :
clety gossip over the vitael national and internation- ‘ 1]
al news of the day and in general its irresponsible :
exaggzeration of news facts.

Through the years, certain elements, or ingredients, ﬁ%

have been molded into the American journalistic pattern of i i
sensationalism. GCommenting upon the Veronica Gideon mur-
der in Mgnhattan, a critic described the case as having
everything the sensational press could want:

The triple murder of a blonde model, her mother I
and a boarder. There was mystery, a flend, liquor, k

love and laughter, rape . . . and perversion. About ? T
the only thing laﬁ%ing was the scion of a socially i
prominent family.% i }H’
il
Samuel Pennypacker described events of a sensational- dﬁ“ ?
. .“‘
ized nature as: ’ ?E

43Mott, News in America, p. 56.

UiNe11l MacNeil, Without Fear or Favor (New York: : ;
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1940), p. 399. o

b5"Manhattan Mystery Gives Tabloids Roman Holiday," I
Newswseek, 9:31, April 10, 1937. '
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Crimes of a startlinzy chsrscter, scandals, es-
pecially if they affect peopls in zood repute, and
gensations of all k¥inds . . . . 3ince that which is
sensetional loses its effect and fails as an at-
traction when often repeated, and since both the mind
and the senses soon become gccustomed to the same
din, however loud it may be, there 1s a continual
effort to find the strangze, the abnormal, and the
wicked 6

Edward Cooper stated that a sensationaslized news

story "must, if possible, introduce some of the purely hu-

man emotions and incidents of everyday human life which as-

sure you that the actors in it are fellow mortals," 47

MacDougall, in relsting sensationalism to the human

interest story, commented:

It is what gives the news the character of a
story that will be read for its own sake, even when
the reader is not concerned with it as news., It 1s
in the humsn interest story that the distinction be-
tween the ngs story and the fiction story tends to
disappear. :

About the Hall-Mills murder case, Silas Bent wrote:

Here wore all the elements which go to make a
good story from the newspaper standpoint, There was
mystery as to who had committed the murders; thers
was illicit love; there was a choir singer; there was

46samuel Pennypacker, "Sensational Journalism and the

Remedy," North American, 190:589, November, 19509.

472dward Cooper, "Sensational Journalism," Living

Aze, 262:189, July, 1909.

484acDougall, Hewsroom Problems snd Policies, p. 439.
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a fallen minister, whose wifg was of g wealthy and
socially conspicuous f.‘arru'.ly.Ll

Commenting on what makes a good newspaper story,
MacDougall wrote:

The criterion by which the newspaperman judges
an item of news is not its importance but its po-
tential interest. Precocious children, virile old
men, acrobatic animals, lucky investors, romantic
suitors, playboys, sdventurers and the others who
zet front pasge attention and often streamer hsad-
lines may be crowded out of the history books by the
kings, presidents, generals and inventors, but their
vicissitudes are resd and talked sbout by the millions
Wno Nnow buy newspapers « « s« 0
Part of the_semantica} problem about sensationaliam

has been the result of the indiscriminate use of the terms
"vellow journalism" snd "sensationalism." The distinction
between yellow journalism and sensationalism was one of
treatment; essentially, the former was an excessive, or "sen-
sationalized,” form of the latter. Yellow journglism was
based upon the familiar aspects of sensationalismi crime
news, scandals, gossip, divorces snd sex, snd emphasis on

the reporting of dise§ters. The yellow press took ths

standard ingredients of sensationalism but developed char-

acteristic treatment that exceeded that of the previous sen-

495ilas Bent, "Watchmen, Tell Us of the Press! Hall-
4ills Case," Independent, 117:548, November 13, 1926,

50MacDougall, op. cit., p. LLO.
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sational” papers. Mott considered the distinguishing tech-

niques of yellow journslism to be:

1. Scare-headlines, in which excessively large
type, printed in either black or red, scream
excitement, often about comparatively unim-
portant news, thus giving a shrill falsity to
the entire make-up;
2. The lavish use of pictures, many of them without
' significance, inviting the abuses of picture-
stealing and "raked" pictures;
3, Impostures and frauds of various kinds, such as
"raked" interviews and stories, misleading
headlines, pseudo-science, and parade of
false learning;
L. The 3unday Supplement, with colored comics and
auperficial erticles; _
5. More or less ostentatious sympathy with the un- 1
v derdog, with campaigns against abuses suf- At
L fered by the common people,>5l i

HMott added:

The lowest and yellowest journalism 1s that
which accepts newspaper work as a game in which a
set of obvious "elemants of interest" are the count-
era, and sees no significances in news beyond those
jmmediate emotional appeals. A money-sex story is
always a "good" story to the ill-trained and short-
gighted reporter who works in such a tradition, es-
peclally if there is s2lao an element of unusualness

and perhaps some suspense,

C.D, Clark saw the rise of yellow journalism ss being

somewhat parallel to the beginning of the penny papers. He

wrote:

51Mott, American Journalism, pe. 539. rff,,

52¥ott, The News in America, p. 29.
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Yellow journslism was a phenomenon brought about
by the new and peculiar social situation created by
the modern city. The character of news . . . and
the evolution of the concept of news have been close=-
ly tied up with the development of urban modes of
existence, for it is the city which has forced the
subgtitution of secondary for primary forms of asso-
ciation . + + « The yellow journalists vied with
the hosts of commerclalized recreation in the effort
to supply the much craved substitutes for activities
interesting in their own right and warm in human
feelings « « . « 7The inhabitents of the fashionable
districts were made to feel thelr flesh creep at the
accounts of vice and crime in the slums, while the
denizens of their tenements were regaled with ths
scandals of the }dle rich, gr the romance and glamour
of life in "high society, *

Emery commented on that phase of American journal-

Yellow journalism, at its worst, was the new
journallism without a2 soul, Prue, the yellow journal-
ists trumpeted their concern for "the peopls" and
championed the rights of the common man; but at the.
same time they choked up the news channels upon which
the common man depended, with a callous disregard for
journalistic ethics and responsibility, Thelrs was
a shrieking, gaudy, sensation-loving, devil-may-care
kind of jJjourmalism which lured the reader by:any pos-
sible means. It made the high drama of 1ife s cheap
melodrama, and it twisted the facts of each day into
whatever form seemed best sulted to produce sales for
the howling newsboy. Worst of all, instead of giving
its readers effective leadershig it offered g paulli-
etivs of sin, sex and vioclence. 5

One of the most striking of the recent criticisms

53¢,D. Clerk, "News: A Sociological Study" (unpub-

lished doctoral dissertation, The University of Chicago,
Chicago, 1931), p. 307.

S}-I-Emery, The Presa and America, p. 415,
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wes made in 1947 by the Hutchins Commission on Freedom of
the Preas. The Hutchins' Report noted:

The press is so preoccupled with the reporting
of sensational events . . . that the citizen is not
supplied the informstion and discussion he needs to
discharge his responsibilities to the community.

To attract the maximum audience, the press em-
phasizes the exceptional rather than the represent-
ative, the sensational rather than the significant,

The effort to attract the maximum audience means
that each news account must be written to catch head-
lines. The result 1s not a continued story of the
1ife of a people, but a series of vignettes, made to
seem more significant than they really are. The sum
of such discontinuous parts does not equal the whole,
because the parts have not been represented in Egeir
actual size and color in relation to the whole¢?2

Anbther ma jor criticlism, dealing specifically with
sensational accounts of crime and murder trials, was made
shortly after the Hauptmann trial in 1936 by Associate Jus-

tice Robert H., Jackson of the United States Suprems Court.

He wrote:

The custom of injecting evidence and opinions
upon the trial by publicity procseds to such s point
that verdicts in highly publicized American cases
will no more really represent the Jjurors' dispassion-
ate personal 4udgment on the legal evidence than dg
those of the "Peoples Courts" we criticize abroad,>?

S55Robert M, Hutchins, A Free and Responsible Press,
The Commission on Freedom of the Press (Chicago: The Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1947), p. 55.

56Dorothy D. Bromley, "Free Press vs, Free Trial,"
Harper, 202:91, March, 1951,
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Judgs Rifk%ind of the Southsrn District of New York
added:

The process of eroslon bsgins long before the
trial « + « « By the time the Jjury pansl is called
to the courthouse its members have been living in a
¢limate surcharged with emotion either favorable or
unfavorable to one of the 1litiganta.>7

Mott, on the same subject, commented:

Pandering to depraved curiosity about details of
erlme, and sspecisglly of the more loathsome crimes,
is an offense against both public morals and public
taste,

One of tne chiaf sins of thse sansation-monger on
both the newspaper and the radlo ia the effort which
he makes to "Jazz up" his story, and to make an ex-
citing report ogt of news that is not really exciting
to bagin with.

Sydney Brooks wrote about sensationalism.

But perhapas 1ts greatest offense 1s its policy of
perverting the truth in the intersest of & mere tawdry
sensationalism, of sencouraging the American people to
look for a thrill in every paragrapn of news, of feed-
ing them on a diet of scrappy balderdash.59

Although sensationalism in the press has continuously

bsen attacked by critics, it has not been a one-sided battle.

There have been many defenders of sensationslism,

571bid.
58:'1Ott, The New's j_l],_ Ag"ﬁerica, Pa 52‘"‘

593ydney Brooks, "American Yellow Press,”" Living Age,
272:71, Janusry 13, 1912.
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In defense of the emphnasis hs gave in The Sun to
scandals snd crime, Charles Dana wrote: "I have always
felt that whatever the Divine Providence permitted to occur
I was not too proud to report."éo Years before Parton had
stated: "The skilled and falthful journalist, recording
with exactness and power the thing that has come to pass,
13 providence addressing men,"6l

Joseph FPulitzer, who frequently ceme in for criticism

for his leadership of The ¥World, was quoted as saying about

sensationalisn:

A newspasper should be scrupulously accurate, it
should be clean, it should avolid everything salacious
or suggzestive, everything that could offend good
tagte or lower the morsl tone of its readers; but
within these limits 1t 1s the duty of a newspaper to
print the news. When I speak of good taste, of good
moral tone, I do not mean the kind of good taste
which 18 offended by every reference to the unpleas-
ant things of 1ife, I do not mean the kind of moral-
1ty which refuses to recognize the exlstence of im-

morality,

Some people try and make you believe that a news-
paper should not devote its spsce to long and dramat-
ic accounts of murders, railroad wrecks, fires, lynch-
ings, political corruption, embezzlements, frauds,
graft, divorces, what you will, I tell you they are
WrONg « « » » We are a democracy, and there is only
one way to get a democracy on its feet in the matter

60Mott, American Journalism, p. 386.

6l1pid., p. 378.
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of its individual, its sociasl, its municipal, its

State, 1ts National conduct, and that is by keeping

the public informed about what is goinz on. Thsre

is not a crime, there is not a dodge, there is not s

trick, there is not a swindle, there 13 not a vice

which does not live by secrecy. Get these things

out in the open, describe them, attack them, ridi-
cule them in the presas, snd sogoner or leter public
opinion will sweep them away.

Dana and Pulitzer were smong the strongest support-
er3 of the thseory that the newspaper shkould mirror soclety,
reflect the bad as well as the good at all times, There
wera many who felt as Dana and Pulitzer did, but there was
en even greater number of Journalists and critics who felt
that the readers determined the news and its play. Those
persons argued that newspapers sensationalized the news
only because the readers wanted it that way. The critics
countered with the argument that the newspapers, through
thelr sensationalism, created this desire for sensationalism
eamong the readers, On the gensral subject, Mottt commented
that "it would be a terpid and spiritless reader indeed=~-a
cold fish, a vegetable--who would pass by everything sensa-
tional in his newspaper."63

Commented MacNeil:

There are occaslonally crime storles that arouse

62Fpank L. Mott and Ralvh D. Casey, Interpretations
of Journalism (New York:#.3. Crofts and Company, 1937},
p’ )4620

63Mott, News in America, p. L42.
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so much public interest that every newspaper will R
print every fact about them that it can gethers On ,
these astories editors have to cster to an insensate .
public demsand, They have to meet savage competition, IR |
If they do not give all the details their readers
willl turn to newspapers that will. When such news

is in the making circulations go up for the resason
that thoussands of readers buy two or more newspapers
in their avid search for gruesome details.

Mottt wrote:

Any discussion of news must begin with en in-
quiry into the phenomenon of news-hunger. What we
got from sny and all of our news media is a fairly
direct response to the demand of the people, as it
is understood by tre managers of those media. Fun-
damentally, snd in the long run, it 1s the people
who make the news what 1t 13, Thelr news-hungers
must be satisfied,®

In answer to the ‘¢harge thst newspapers sensatlonal=-

ize events, particularly orime news, to sell more newspapers,

a press defender commented:

Peaople buy newspapers containing stories of crime
because crimes are rooted in fundamental instincts,
In the Snyder~Gray case there was the sex urge; in
all murder trials there is the element of self-pres-
ervation; 1n many, the desire for property; in most,
the desire for recognition by onae's fellows., Sex--
gelf-preservation~-the desire for rscozgnition--the
desire to possess--these are asmong the primitive
things of life. ,They're common to everyone. They're

undsrstandsble,

64MacNeil, Without Fear or Favor, p. 3hLO.

65Mott, op. eit., p. 8.

66Mott, Interpretations of Journalism, p. 490.
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About thils phsse of sensationallsm, MacNeil wrote:

It makes its appeal to the less discriminating
and less informed readers. Yet it wins a large
megsure of political support; and this patronage,
such as it is, brings lsrge circulstions, a great
volume of advertising, and substantiasl profits to
its catchpenny publishers and their subservient ed-
itors., Jensastionsl journalism is unfortunate in a
democracy that is based on s well-informed elector-
ste., It 1is oge of the penaltlies we pay for freedom
of the press. 7 :

Concerning this problem, Charles Merz noted:

With supreme fldelity to a single all-absorbing
topic of discussion, millions of Americans in fac=
tories, on farms, in kiltchens, barnyards, file rooms,
£111ling stations, hay fields, dance halls, vestry-
rooms, Turkish baths, snd ferris wheels debate the
merits of the latest trials New records fsll. The
great American public is off on another national spres,
enjoying once more a vicarious thrill in other people's
vices and reveling in satrange ¢rimes, This is our
Roman Circus.,

Why shouldn't the press make use of the most sen-
sational and thrilling material in the whole scope of
journallsm-ewhen it is there for the asking, when the
public wants 1t, when it 1s part of life, when with-
out 1t the news utterly lacks proporgéon and when 1t
gives 1life color (and sells papers)?

Before concluding the chapter, it was necessary to

discuss the distinction between sensational news and news

which 1s sensstional. Commented MacDougallt

67?480.1\;811, OPDe cit., pe. 399.

68¢harles Merz, "Bigzer and Better Murders," Harper,
155:342, August, 1927.
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The making of e nswapaper story appear more im-
portant than it really is is called "sensatlonalism,”
and is frowned upon gs bad practice by conscilentious
journalists everywhere. The printing of legitimate
news that is sensstional within ltself is not only
vnob jectionable but is the alm of every journslist
everywhere, "Sensational" 1s one thing and "sensa-
tional news" is another.

Mott made the same distinction when he wrote: "To

turite it straight! is to be honest; to sengationallze a set

of faets is not only a cheating kind of hocus~pocus, but an
outrage upon Jjournallism and upon society."7o In reviewing : Jﬁ:
the problem of sensationalism, MacNeil decided: '"When the i
news itself is sensational, editors cannot be blamed for

treating it sensationally."7l

6% gcDougall, Newsroom Problems and Policles, p. L38.

70Mott, The News in America, P. 56

TlMacNeil, op. cit., p. 341,




CHAPTER III
SENSATIOHALISM IM PRACTICE

-Charges of sensationelism in the press have been
leveled most often and most wvigorously in connection with
murder casesS. Murder cases contaln most often, and in
largest number, the ingredients which are ideal for the
ourposes of sensationallism., This chapter will be devoted
to a study of thfee nurder cases which havabcome to be re=-
garded as classic examples of newspaper sensationalism; The
cases studied were the Hall-iills murder, the Snyder-Gfay

murder, and the Lindbergh~Hauptmann murder~kidnapping.
I, THE HALL-HILLS CASE

On en early September 3aturday morning in 1922,“the
Rev. Edward W, Hall was discovered dead under a crabapple
tree along an abandonded road known to local lovers as
DeRussey's Lane, He had been missing from the Protestant
Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist rectory in New
Brunswick, ﬁew'Jersey, for two days.

Beside the clergyman was the body of Eleanor R,
Mills, who had been a choir singer in Hall's church and
the wife of hils sexton, Like Hall, she too had been shot,

presumably at the same time and by the same hand, and for

good measure her throat had been cut. Scattered on the
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ground around the bodies were letters from her to him which
made it clear that the minister and the cholr singer had
been engaged in a love affair, |

The Hall-Mills murderer waé never found, Aleiandar
Woollcott suggesﬁed thaet the main reason was thé eipense of
the investigation. He wrote: "The Hall-Mills murderer
would probébly have long gince paidvthe penaltyAif the bod~
ies had been found under a bush in Central Park instead of
under a tree in DeRussey's Lane."t | | |

The lack of a concentrated investigatlon by the local
suthoritles encouraged the presence of dozens o?vamateur |
sleuths. The newspapers kept the story alive for;some time,
hoplng that someonse might eventually be indicted for the mur-
der. The reporters assumed that the death blows wére,struck
by scameone from the Mills or Hall household, and since the
Halls were people of social COnsequence, and since suspicion
directed in thelr direction would make a better story, the
newspapers kepbt a hopeful eye on the letter. The sleuths,
however, failed to turn up eny murderer. The case might
have ended then, but for Philip Payme,

At the time of the murder, Payne had been managing

lAlexander Woollcott, Lonz, Longz Azo (Garden City,

New York: Garden City Publishing Company, Incorporated,
1945), p. 115.
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editor of The Daily News in New York. Shortly thereafter

he was fired by The Daily News, then moved into the same

position on Hearst's tabloid, The Daily Mirror. Seeking

revenge, Fayne became obsessed with the notion that the less-

succegsful Daily Mirror should surpass its rival, The Daily

News, in circulation, Hunting for a story which would give

The Daily Mirror's circulation a headstart in the impending

war of the tabloids, Payne settled on the Hall-Mills case,
By this time, 1925, the case was more than three

years old. Payne restudied the case and came to the conclu=
sion that it contalned gll of the elements which would mske
it a good story. There was mystery as to who had committed
the murders; there wass 11llicit love; there was a choir sing-
er; there was a fallen minister, whose wife was of a wealthy
and sociélly conspicﬁous-family. For Payne, the murder be-

came & journsalistic cause celebre,?

"The tabloid picture paper," wrote Silas Bent, "is
1ike time snd tide in that 1t walts for no man. Philip
Pgyne did not walt for Jersey justice to get busy, He got

busy on his own account,"3 The investigation masterminded

2311as Bent, "Watchmen, Tell Us of the Press! Hall-
Mills Case," Independent, 117:548, November 13, 1926,

3Ibid.,




sh
by Payne eventually included the employment of private de-

tectives, the posinz of reporters as representatives of the
defendants, and the secret inspection of grand jury minutes.
By April, 1926, Payne's investigation had reached

the stage where the story could have been sprung. Since

Payne was certain that Tbe Daily Mirror had the story to
itself, it was decided to'ﬁéit and release the story Jﬁly 1.
The story would then tend td couhteract-the usual summef
circulstion slump. Jus; a§ the story was raady to be re-
leased, a subway strike was declared, usurping the riéht of
way on page one, It was not until July 17‘that the stofy

was finally uncovered. On that day, the front page of The

Dgily Mirror carried a large drawing of the murder scene on
DeRussey's Lane. Above the drawing, in tyﬁe an inéh—and-é-
half high, was the headline, "Hall=-Mills Murder Mystery
Bared."

Claiming that the wealthy and fashionable connections
of the clergyman had interfered with Justice in the eariier
investigation, Payne sﬁcceeded in having Mrs, Hall indicted,
and, then, having her arrested at midnight so that The _gilz
Hirror would have an advantege on the story.

Mra, Hall, the former Frances Stevens, had been a

spinster of some wealth in the minister's congregation when

she married him, Indicted with Mrs, Hsll were two brothers
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and a cousin, The case against them was bullt almost en-
tirely on the testimony of an elderly woman named Jgne Gib-
son, Woollcott ssld about the state's main witness:

Such nuts volunteer as witnesses in gll sensa-
tional cases and, 1f necessary, will even confess to
the crimes., The reporters, who had happily named her
The Pig Woman, were catnip to Mrs, Gibson and, in no
time, she was not only insisting that she had heard
the fatal shots, but that, oddly riding by on her
mule in the midnight darkness, she had seen all these
defendants on'the spot since they either held up
flashlights for the purpose or obliglngly crouched
in the headlignts of s car as she passed by. '

The Plg Woman's testimony was dramatically presented.
Supposedly about to die, she was transported into the court-
room on a stretdher to give her testimony. She was to live
another three years,

Partly because The Pig Woman went 8o far in her tes-
timony as to apbear ludicrous, and, partly because 1t became
obvious that the prosecution really had no case, the defend-
ants were acquitted. "Althpugh the prosecution's case had
collapsed,” wrote Frederick Lewls Allen, "the reputation of
the Stevens femily had been butchered to make a Roman Holiday

of the first magnitude for newspaper readers."5 The defend=-

ants consequently sued The Daily Mirror for libel and col-

Uwoollcott, op. cit., p. 116,

SFrederick L. Allen, Only Yesterday (New York: Harper
and Brothers Company, 1931), p. 242.
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lected 550,000 in a settlement out of court.

of the

The ‘story of the trial was front-page news for most
nation's press. Commented one observer:

If it is not the Crime of the Century, it is
certainly the Crime of the Half-Decade; snd the

. press has made it so, Not only did journsls yellow

and Journals white wallow in it when 1t first broke,
untll suffocated readers might well hsve protested
against this yellow peril, this white terror; not .
only did a single paper, half-size at that, reach
into New Jersey from across a river and like an in-
fant Hercules reopen Pandora's box so that Anteus:
might rise again; not only has the case been tried
in the newspapers even more casually than in Somer-
ville, no mean achievement; but a whole row of re-
cords has toppled like dominoes, as Jourmalism, the
gsentinel of the pelladium, has got serlously down
to that business of telling the world from:'day to -
day that nothing important has developed.®

Charlea Merz wrote:

- Today if s really first-class murder does not
come along after a decent Iinterval of time, some-

second-class murder is taken by the hand, led to the

center of the stage and advertlsad so successfully
with all the modern art of ballyhoo that, claiming

to be a2 first-class murder, it actually becomes one, !

With the beginning of the trisl, the small New Jersey

town of Somerville was virtually taken over by newsmen,

Eight daily newspapers lessed houses for the use of theilr

4,9:39,

bBruce Bliven, "Hall-Press-Kills Case," New Republic,

December 1, 1926,
TCharles Merz, "Bigger and Better Murders," Harper,

155:345, August, 1927.
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staff members covering the trial. The New York Daily News

had sixteen men on the job, The Dally Mirror thirteen.

The most interesting thing about the flood of report-
ers was not so much that they were there, but who was there.
"A noteworthy aspect of this trial," wrote Bent, "is the
variety of 'trained segls' who are help;ng to report it.“8
Indeed, there were a lot of trained sea;s at the trail. Dor-
othy Dix, consoler of the lovelorn and one of the original
"sob-sisters,” represented the Cyrus Curtis pépers;»-The
Hearst newspapers hgd a full complement of specialists which
included Rita Weiman, a playwright; Louella Parsons, a movie
reviewer; Damon Runyon, a sports writer; and, for awhile,
former New York Police Commissioner Enright.. . Also producing
by-lined articles were Mrs, Henry Stevens, wife of one of the
defendsnts; the reverend fundamentalists Billy Sunday and
John Roach Straton; and Mary Roberts Rinehart,

The courthouse was the main center of interest. In
the basement of the courthouse were sixty leased wires, at
the other end of whiéh dangled sixty million people, on the
third flogr was an.electfic sending typewriter, which ani-
mated an %nestiﬁated number of similar machines in newspsaper

offices throughout the country.

8311as Bent, "Hall-Mills Case in the Newspapers,"
Nation, 123:580, December 8, 1926,
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The estimated two hundred reporters covering the
trial turned out volumes of words, breaking all records in
the history of journalisﬁ. Merz observed that "no other
story since the discovery of printing was evar given such
:reporting. "9
-Lstimates of the total ammount of words sent from
Somerville concerning the trial varied, Merz estimated
that 130, 175 words were telebraphed the first day, 200,000
the second 350,000 the third and never thereafter any less.
The peak day he estimated at 620,000 words. At the end of
eleven days, Merz figured that five million words had been
sent by wire. At the end of eighteen days the total was:
nine milli§ng At the end of twenty-four days it was twelve
million. Words enough, claimed the Associated Press, to
fill ninety-six printed pages ‘of solid reading matter.lo
Bent computed the space given tg news and pictures of the
trial in what he felt werevthree representative newspapers:
lhe Times, which advertised that its circulation‘wés "among
\intelligént, thinking, substantliasl persons, a aquality of
reader not equalled by any other newspaper"' Hgarsi's Amer-
ican; and New York's most wldely-read tabloid, Eégrggilx

News, The three newspapers at that time had a combined,

9derz, loc. cit.

10Ibid.
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non-overlapping circulation of more than a million and
three-quarters. He tabulated the space given the trial by
the three for a totsl of twenty days. He found that the
Times deVgted 4,893 column inches to news and 290% column
inches to pictures; a total of about 338,020 words. The
American was closeibehind with L,656% column inches of news,
1,903 column inches of pictures end a total of 232,000 wérds.

The Deily News printed 2,991% column inches of news, 2,138%

column inches of pictures,’or & total of 149,000 wordg. 1
The Times, Bent added, used agate type plentifully and
squeezed in more words to the column inch, 'One'day, the
Times devoted eighteen columns,vsix of it in agate type, to
the preliminary hearings; this was much mpfe than any other
newspaper, Bent concluded: A

Tons of white paper have been covered with triv-
ial details aebout clothes, with personalties of high-
1y colored descriptions of deportment in the courte
room, The Times has already devoted to the trial more
words than Theodore Dreiser needed for the development
of his monumental novel, An American Tragedy. Enough
words have been gsent out of the Jersey villa%e to £1i11
nine volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica. e

With this voluminous amount of meterial being sent out

and displayed prominently in the newspapers, the American

1lBent, "Hall-Mills Case in the Newspapers,” p. 581.

121p1i4,
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publlic baecame ensmored with the trial. Thousandz flocked
to Somerville, bringing 3ruce Bliven to comment: "The
crowd which is in town has attracted s flock of bootleggers
. . . ond gembling games have been set up."t3

The Graphic kept the trial spirit alive by offering

a prize for the best letter of fifty words giving s solu~
tion to the crime. Another New York newspaper polled its .
readers as to the gullt or innocencs of the defendanta and
beat the jury to a verdict by two days.
| The sensationallzed treatment of the case by the
newspapers prompted considerable criticism. ©One critic com-
mentad: "It provides an opportunity to discuss a phase of
American journelism which invites nothing but reproach,"lh
He added: | |
The press can learn from the Hall-Mills case
that if it ia to msintein or restore the function
g3 a guide to public opinion it must see to it thet

it exercises 1ts function with a sense of responsi=-
bilitylgot solely to be measured by circulatlion re-

turnse
Edmund Pearson wrote about The Daily Mirror's role:

Another New York newspaper has taken a most sin-
ister part in the case and probably wrouzht more to
the public damage than did the unknown murderer of

13Bent, "Hall-Press-Mills Cass,” p. 39.

14"Hga11-M111s Case,” Outlook, 1h44:488, December 15,
1926,

151p1d., p. 439,
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DeRussey's Lane. )

The attitude of the press towards the case, and
especially of those papers which seek s "zood story"
gbove all else, forms one of the interesting features
which made me want to witness a few hours of the
trial, Another is the gtate of mind--or emotionge«of :
that large section of the public which is far hun- |
grier for a "good story"” about a crime than for the k

~facts. Those facts sometimes fulfill the require=- i
ments for a good story; sometimes they are absolutely '
disappointing. In the latter instance romantic per=-
gons turn asngrily from the facts or refuse to consid-
er them at all. They then have recourse to the tab-
loids and other unscrupulous newapspers in which the
reports bear only the most distant relation to the
truth.

It has besn the policy of the newspapers, which
have been cheesring on the prosecution, to represent
the defendsnts as inordinstely wealthy and unbeliev-
ably wicked.

I am certain that if I were thrown into Jail to-
morrow on the charge of gn atroclous murder, and if
even my most flattering photograph were published in
the press, a great many people would discover instant-
1y that I have "hard steely eyes;" that I look "re-
morseless”; and thst my features are altogether those :
of & cruel and pitiless villain,16 ‘

Studying the trainsd seals who covered the trial,

Bliven noted:

They write what is in effect a serial mystery
novel, using resl names and places as tags for their
qulte fictitious characters. The public responds;
it buys end reads. Thereupon the editors observe:
"We gotta glve the people what the¥ want,"” and make
their gstories longer and stranger, 7

16Edmund Pearson, "Five Hours in Court," Outlook,
1412492, December 15, 1926.

17Bent, "Hall-Press-Mills Case," p. 39.
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The newspapers were quick to defend their positions

regarding the coverage of the case., The New York Times,

which frequently had used eight~column streamer headlines
on the inslds pages in 1ts coverage of the case, carried an
editorial which read: "It is to the public intsrest, and
not merely because it is a celebrated case that there should
bhe a full report in the newspapers of the trisl of Mrs. Hall

and her brothers.”}8 The American, which ran s streamer

headline scross the top of its first page every day whether
or not there was any news, stated flatly: "If ever pﬁblicity
was warranted, it i1s here. Human inierest is instinctively
keen over money, sex and religlon."19 .

Most of the newspapers that had played up the story
made some attempt at defending their positions. After their

explsnations had been heard, and The Daily Mirror sued for

libel, the Hall-Mills case dropped out of the newspspers.
II. THE SNYDER-GRAY CASE

The Snyder-Gray murder case was as completely devold
of suspenge gnd mystery as the Hall-Mills episode was shroud-

ed with it. In the simplest of explanations, the murder of

108ent, "Hall-Mills Case in the Newspapers,” p. 581,

191bi4.
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Albert Snyder was an open and shut case.
Ruth Brown Snyder, saspparently not satisfied with

the l1ife provided Mer by her husband, an art editor with a

magazine called Motor Boasting, secretly insured him for a
large sum and then twice triedvto collect‘the insurance by
doing him in with gas. |

When this fsiled, she called for the asslistance of
Judd Gray, a corset galesman with whom she had been carry-
ing on an affair for ngarly two yeara. Gray had never meﬁ
Snyder until the night of the murder, Janusry 12, 1928. He
first #ried to use s sash weight to smash,in Snyder's_head.
Failing this, Gray chloroformed Snyder, smothered him with
bedclothes, choked him by tying a wire around his neck and .

applying the sash welght, and finally succeeded in his mis-

sion.

Having made a mess of ths murdsr itself, Mrs, Snyder
and Gray proceeded to make an even greaster mess of attempting
to cover their tracks and avold blame. Thelr precautions
were so rudimentary and the leisure at their disposal so
considerable that they were arrested the very next day, with
neithervhaving fabricated even the remotsest alibi}

With the murder scarcely less than a month old, the

two were placed on trisl for murder.




6l ;{;L
Woollcott suggested that it 1is standard behavior for g.
each culprit to blame the other in such casss of triangular
love affair murders.  True to tradition, the palr played
their parts.zo Gray's story in court was enough to hang
Mrs, Snyder, while each look she cast toward him was like a

sash welght driving him nearsr conviction., With both Mrs,

Snyder and Gray confessing the murder in great detsil, the

trial was swift, Two-and-a~hslf years after the murder, they

lay side by side on slabs in the autopsy room off the Sing

Sing death chamber.,
The Snyder-Gray case held the country spellbound, not

because Mrs, Snyder was extraordinary, but because she was

not, Sald Woollcott:

Indead,: she was so like the woman across the
street thst many an American husband was soon haunted
by an unconfessed realization that she also bore an
embarrassing resemblance to the womar aoross the
breakfast table,21 _

Bent noted the same thing:

The Snyder-dray case was a great story because it
was 8 great tragic drama . . . » It captivated the
metropolitan rsader with unparalleled strength, prin-
cipally because every man saw a picture of himself in

204oo0lleott, Long, Long Ago, p. 212.

21l1pid.
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Henry Judd Gray and every woman a picture of her-
sel? in Ruth Brown Snyder,22

Allen added:

In this case there was no mystery, nor was the
victim hizghly placed; the only excuses for putting
the Snyder-Gray trial on the front page were that
it involved 2 sex triangle and that the Snyders were
ordinary people with whog the ordinary reader could
easily ldentify himself,

Woollcott described Ruth Snyder as a remarkable wom-

an. Endowed wlth a one-track mind, once she had uncovered

the idea that her husband mizht be worth more %o her dead
than alive, his days were numbered, She never conceived
that anything could zo wronz and certainly did not consider
‘what the consequences would be. To fhe'very end, she felt
’ m:ist:t'eated.zl4 In attempting to describe. Mrs. Snyder's at-

titude, Woollcott commented:

At the time of her execution, she Was busily
%aged in sulng the insurance company for the

000 which had remained heartlessly unpaid on
the sad death of her husband, and her general sense
of belng put upon by an unjust world enabled her to
select for her last words g singularly inappropriate
quotation. "Father, forglve them," she said, as Sing
Sing's death house guards adjusted the electrodes,
-"for they know not what they do."

22331as Bent, "Scarlet Journalism," Scribner's Month-
17, 84:563, November, 1928,

23p1len, Only Yesterday, p. 242.

2lWoollcott, op. cit., D. 123.
257p1d,
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With the defendants openly sttacking each other and
admitting all the details in the process, the presence of
the cloge association between the murderers and the man and
woman next door, snd the remarkable personality of Mrs. Sny-
der combined to set the newspapers off on another Roman Hol-
iday, which some observers considered a more sordid affair
than the Hall-Mills case.26

At the trial, one-hundred-twenty reporters were
seated gt four rows of ezpeclally installed tablea., A mi-
crophone on the witness stand amplified the testimonies,

Describing the trial atmosphere, Allen wrote:

So great was the demand for vicarious horrors
that once more the great Western Union switchboard
was brought into action, an even more imgposing gel-
axy of speclal writers interpreted the sordid drama

. {including DPavid Wark Griffith, Peggy Joyce, and
Will Durant, as well as Billy Sunday and Doctor
Straton), and once more the American people tasted
blOOch
As was the case wlth the Hall-Mills trisl, the news=-
papers turned out voluminous reports, The Times carried
30,000 words of testimony on two successive mornings.

The interest in the trial brought about "the employ=-

ment of 'trained seals' by the score, in addition to assign-

261pid,

27Allen, op. cit., p. 243.
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ing to the case more skilled reporters than has ever been
sent to a session of the Leagus of Nations,"23 Bent pointed
out, In addition to the specisl. reporters slready mention-
ed was the Rev. Aimee McPherson., Covering the trial for

The New York Graphiec from such a vantagze point as South

Carolina, Miss'HQPherson called on God to teach young men

to say, "I want a wife like mother--not a Red Hot Cutief®29
Although the trial had been of msjor interest, the

events after the trigl mad9 for even better newspeper cov=-

erage. When it csme time for Mrs, Snyder‘s exscution, The

Daily Grasphie, satill under the direction of Gauvresu, in-

vited:

Don't fail to read tomorrow's Grgphic. 4n in-
stallment that thrills and stuns! A story thet' fair-
ly plerces the heart and reveals Ruth Snyder's last
thoughts on sarth; that pulaes the blood as it dis-
closes her final letters. Think of it! ' A woman's:
final thoughts just before she is clutched in the
deadly snare that sears and burns and FRIES AND
KILLS! Her verg last words! Exclusively in tomor-

row's Graphic.J
Ishbel Ross described the scene outside Sing 3ing
Prison the night of Mrs, Snyder's execution this way:

A huge crowd made shocking whoopee at the gates.

28Bent, "Scarlet Journalism," p. 563.
2%1erz, "Bigger and Better Murders,” p. 340.

30Helen M, Hughes, News and the Human Interest Story,
(Cnicage: The University of Chicago Press, 1940), p. 235,
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It might have been a carnival instead of an execu-
tion, There was a screaming mob of more than 2,000,
There were cars with licenses from fivse different
states, Boys in raccoon coats with bottles of zin
in their pockets sat In parked roadsters. This was
atill the hip flask era. There were children and
Boy Scouts., Vendors sold hot dogs and popcorn. It
was like a Roman Holiday. The crowd waited for the
lights to flicker, but the electric chair is on s
aseparate current. The lights outside do not flicker
when someone dies at Sing Sinzg. The most seasoned
reporters were startled by the sntics of thls ghoul-
ish crowd.

Inside the prlson, reporters were on hand to witness
Mrs. Snyder's executlon, the first woman to go to the chair.
About this aspect of the case John Chapman wrote:

New York and other newspapers sent their fan-
ciest writers to cover this grisly event, and cole
umns and columns of purple prose were turned out by
famous by-liners. The Dsily News had its own trained
seals on the job, too; but it slso had a photograph
which told the story with stunning simplicity. There
was Ruth Snyder, hooded, strapped in the wooden ex~
ecution chalr, ggd above the plcture was s one-word
headline, DEAD!

The photograph had not been easy to get. A Daily
News photographer, posing as a reporter, had strapped a
small camera to his ankle., When the right time came, he

pointed the camera in what he hoped would be the right di-

31Ishbel Ross, Ladies of the Pregs (¥ew York: Harper
and Brothers Company, 1936), p. 198.

32Jotn Chapman, Tell It To Swesney: The Informal
Eistory of the New York Daily News (Garden City, New York:

Doubleday and Company, lLncorporated, 1961}, p. 99.
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rection and tripped the shutter by means of a long cord
running up his pant lez and into his pocket. The last ﬁews
photograph of an electrocution, "the picture caused a na=-

tional furor. To many it was a great Journalistic feat; to

many others . . . it was a reprehensible breach of civilized
taste."33 | i ; %j
After a brief discussion about the ethical problems

involved in taking the photograph, the Snyder-Gray case

faded into history almost as fast as it had jumped into the

spotlight,  Only five years earlier, before the Hall-Mills
and Snyder-Gray cases, Nelson Crawford had written, "Unques-
tionably, the tide of sensationslism has begun to recede.
The demand for a saner ideasl for the press 1is manifest among

:
both newspspermen and readers."3l : %@,

III, THE LINDBERGH~-HAUPTMANN CASE | ;

g' i}
If newspaper critics were shocked by the mamnner in 8
\ B
which the Hall-Mills and Snyder-Gray cases had been spread 1§L
across the nation's front-pages, they wefe appalled by Reiicn
. BI8I
-
the coverage given the kidnap=-murder of Charles A. Lind=- E}!
4’&
i
i
.
331pid. %}
34Nelson A. Crawford, The Ethics of Journalism (New 5%% !

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1924), p. 119.
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bergh, Junior, f?

In the history of America, there have been a hand-
ful of events during which the populace put aside what it

was doing end lent its heart to one individual., Americans

did that when Lt, Col. Jokn Glenn strapped himself into his

spaceship, Friendship 7, and went orbiting around the earth.
And thirty-five years earlier, in 1927, they did it when

Charles A. Lindbergh piloted the Spirit of St. Louls across

the ocean, the first man to do so solo,
From the May day in 1927 when the Spirit of St. Louis
touched down at Le Bourget, France, "Lucky Lindy" became the

hero of America, a national 1dol., Commented historian

Allen:

Every record for mass excitement and mass en-
thusiasm in the age of ballyhoo was smashed during
the next few weeks, Nothing seemed to matter, either
to the newspapers or to the people who read them, but
Lindbergh and his story.3

With all the ballyhoo he received as the result of
his triumph and because of his place in the hearts of the

American people, it was not surprising that the kidnapping

and murder of his son five years later put Lindbergh into

the national spotlight again.

/

On the night of March 1, 1932, the hero's first-born

35a1len, Only Yesterday, p. 245.
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was kidnapped from hls bedroom. The country wss shocked.
Wrote Woollcott:

The emotion flooding the country the next day
eventually fused all its disparste detective forces
into concentrated action, and enlisted countless ar-
dent amateurs, All over Americs volunteers yearned
to help.36 _

The kidnapper had reached the baby's bedroom window
by means of a homemade ladder. <he ladder evidently broke
under the weight of the kldnapper as it was found, broken,
on the ground, On the window =11l was 'a note stating the
intentions of the kidnapper to collect ransonm.

Of the hundreds of persons who volunteered to act as
intermedisry between the kidnapper &nd Lindbergh, s John F,
Condon was chosen by the kidnapper. Condon, who became one
of the famous characters of the case under the‘nickname of
"Jafsiae," took fifty-thousand dollars cash as ransom moﬁey
and met the kidnapper at the edge of a Bronx cemetery. Ths
kidnapper gave Condon fictitlous informstion as to where the
baby could be found. The Lindbergh baby was already dead,
lying in a grave in & thicket about five miles from the kid-
nap scens, The baby was found, by chance, two months later.

-.Two years later, in 1934, Bruno Richard Hauptmann

was arrested for the kidnap-murder. Hauptmann, a German

36woollcott, Longz, Lonz Ago, p. 117.
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farm carpenter, had snesked into the country in 1923. He
had a consuming jealousy of Lindbergh, mostly because, as a
boy, he had idolized Richthofen, the German wartime flying
ace., The ambition of Hauptmann was, Woollcott suggested,
"to strike at Lindberzh and to do it singlehanded, jJust as
Lindbasrgh had flown the Atlantic singlehanded,"37

Hauptmann might never have been arrested but for his
own carslessness, A ten dollsr bill, one of the comparative-
1y few gold notes which had not been called in when the coun-
try went off the gold standard in 1933, led to his arrest.

A £illing station attendant noticed the bill and notified
police. |

The ten dollar bill led to Hauptmann's arrest, but it
was the handmade ladder which eventually led to his convic-
tion, The trisl made history in that, for the first time,
advanced scientific methods contribﬁted to the conviction.

A forestry expert proved that, by means of plane marks, saw
marks, wood grain, annual rings, knot holes and nail holes,
a plece of wood could be a damnlng witness. Through this
scientific approach, the state was able to prove that part
of the ladder had been cut from the flooring in Hauptmann's

attic.

371Ibid., p. 113,
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Hauptmann was tried in Flemington, New Jersey, for
nurder. To insure the death penalty, for which the country
was crying, it was necessary for the stste to prove that the
baby was killed during the kidnapping act and not later.
Although there was no evidence to prove it eonclusively, the
Jury decided that the baby had been killed at the scene of
the crime. The shadow of doubt on that decision aided in
the continued publicity of the case,

On April 3, 1935, Hauptmann, having been found
guilty, was executed., "Hauptmann's trial," noted Woollcott,
"was the climax of the world's greatest manhunt and there-
fore the prevalling atmosphere was not inappropriately that
of a sporting event,"35

In recalling the story, Gauvreau wrotae:

The sensational press had covered the Hauptmann

trial by storming the bench of Justice Thomas W,

Grenschard, ‘a tired gentleman bewildered by en in-

satlable journalism which danced in a circulation

carnival about his robes, Drummed-up headlines had
gorged a public which waited with impatience for the
prisoner to be hurrled to the gibbet., Even Brisbane

believed the business had reached the limits of a

Roman Holiday.39

Concerning the case, a New Republic writer observed:

381Ivid., p. 120.

39Emile Gauvreau, My Last Million Readers (New York:

“.P. Dutton and Company, 1941), p. 248,
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The great God Demos was served by the press, ‘
which sent out nesrly 12,000,000 words by telegraph, Sl
and assignead humorists to write and cartoonists to S
draw, "the funny side of the trial"; by the radio
and the movies; by the defense counsel, who broad-
cagt thelr opinions of the state's witnesses and
predictions as to what they themselves would prove;
by the jury, which, it is reported, 1is now consid=-
ering a vaudeville engagement; by the vendors, who
sold 1ittle wooden ladders outside the courtroom as,
God save us all, "Souvenirs of the trial." Most of
the evidence was highly technical and complicated;
the chances are a thousand to one thst the jJjury did
not understand it, but acted on the general drift
of the testimony as & whole, plus the ususgl intan-
giole emotional grounds,

Amid all the uproer of ballyhoo, it was impossi-
ble to gresp the fact that a man was on trial for
murder and that the state proposed to murder him in
rsturn; we doubt whether one in a thousand of those
who followed the case, in person or vicariously,
could hear asbove the clatter of the telegraph ma-
chines the awful voice of death,U40

Plemington's population boomed with the presence of

seven hundred newspaper people, one hundred twenty-nine of

them cameramen, JIwo hundred newspapers had their own cor-
respondents on the scene, The Hearst newspapers had fifty
representatives at the trial, including its star sports
writer and 1ts top Hollywood expert. Noted Gauvreau:
No trained Journallstic seal in captivity had
been kept away from the gquaint courthouse at Flem~

ington. DBrisbane himself guided the hand-picked
sob sisters of the iearst Circus, calloused, be-

4O"Both Guilty, The Defendant and Society," New
Republic, 82:62, Februasry 27, 1935.-
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rouged creatures who wrote "How the criminal im-
presses a woman,"b1

Among those covering the trisl were Xathleen Horris,
Arthur B, Reeve, Alexander Woollcott, Damon Runyon, Arthur
Brigbane, and Walter Winchell., Commented Margaret Marshsll:

The greatest array of nswspaper talent ever as-
sembled to report one murder trial pours upwards of
300,000 words a day on the wires and into the world's
pEpPers .« « « « AU the bottom of page cne of slmost
any newspeper in any city there runs & note: other
news of the Lindbergh Case on pages 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,
i4,15,16,17,18,19,20,42

The sedate Hew York Times, the most high-hatfed and
frock-coated of journalé at the time, led all newspapers in
coverage of the case. Wrote Newman Levy: "Its rivéls
trailed along, more because of lack of space than lack of
inclination. The tabloids and yellow sheets atoned fofA
their column.shortage by a display of blstancy unequalléd
in their lurid careers,"i3

With the country focused on the trial, there was a
mad scramble for exclusive stories, exclusive pictures, ex-
clusive gossip, exclusive scandal., During the trial, it was

estimated that the average circulation of the New York news

4Ulzauvresu, loc. cit.

L2argzaret Marshall, "Biggest Show on Earth," Nation,
140:93-4, January 23, 1935.

43"Justice Goes Tabloid," American Hercury, 34:386,
Februsry 27, 1935.




papers incregsed by more than 30,000 each.uh

Once the Jury hed bsen given its charge and sent to
its quarters to deliver a verdict, the Hew York newspvapers
hurriedly prepared for specisl street editiona of the jury's
decision. In an attempt to best sach other to the street
and thus sell the most newspapers, most of the newspapers
made up two separate front pages; one reporting Hauptmaenn's
conviction, the other his acquittal. The newspapers had
reporters stationed at the courthouse in Flemington with
orders to call immedlately when the verdlct was announced,
The varilous managing editoré and news editors waited at
their respectlve offices for the call from Flemington which
would enable them to roll the presses, When the news came
over the wire that the jJjury hsd returned to the courtroom;
several managing editors played hunches instead of waiting
for the official decislon and set their presses rolling.

The American hit the streets with a verdict that Hauptmann

was acquitted, The Assoclated Press even sent out a false
flash, committing one of the few great blunders in its
long history of accuracy. Surprisingly, the first news-

paper on the streets with the actual verdict, that Haupt-

Lh1via., p. 390.
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nan had been found gullty of first-degree murder, was

The Daily Graphlc. Gauvreau had resisted the urge to roll

the presses even though The Amsrican was already on the

streets, and he waited for Ray Doyle's phone call from

Flemington.,

Amid the din of the trisl, the critics spoke up.

Said one:

The story of the kldnapping and its aftermath
is an extremely dramatic one . . . . But it is also
true that one by one every simple human response has
been distended and distorted into monstrous shapes
off unreality; day by day legitimate humasn curlosity
has been whipped into s craving for even larger doses
of the yellow drug dispensed by press and radilo, cul-
minating on the last day of the trial in a blood lust
that brouzht a screaming mob to the white courthouse
in Flémington . . « o But Mr, Wilentz (state's at-
torney) was only one of hundreds who hitched their
personal sideshows to the weird circus at Flemington,
until the legal proceeding itself became merely an-
other, somewhat smaller, sideshow, and the central
issue of a man's guilt or innocence, his 1life or
death, became the pln polnt on which thousands of
newspapermen, speci 1 writers, radio snnouncers, pub-
lic officlals, and mere ciltizens danced for g pop-
ulation which had been rendered insatiable.lid

A New York Herald Tribune editorial noted that "from

the time the jury retired until it returned with the death

sentence, the scene in the courtroom was a cross between a

45"yeird Cirecus at Flemington Is Over," Nation, 1&0.
23y, Februsry 27, 1935.




78
carnival and a picnic basket."ué An editorisl in The San

Francisco Chronicle stated, "Ths Hauptmann Trisl was a cir=-

cus and the finel stages of the case genserally degenerated
into a cat-and-mouse exhibition that shocked the world,"d47

It was noted:

Every word, every look, every action breasthes
curiosity, strong in its own rizht and kept at a
fever pitch by that old master of ceremonies, the
press, whose most famous trained asnimals are taking
part in this performance, trying to steal the show
from the principals and from one snother in what
must surely be the battle of the century.l

Another critic said of Hauptmann: "His trial was
conducted in such an atmosphere of brutallzed sensational-
ism that it necessarily became a travesty upon the process-
es of law,"k9

A Forum critlc stated:

Surely the time will come when the American peo-
ple will not allow murders to be tried in the news=-
papers In advance of the court proceedings. In that

coming era of decency photographers and sob_gisters
alike will be excluded from the courtrooms,

L4o"Juatice Goes Tabloid," American Mercury, p. 388.

L7"Nightmarish End of Hauptmann," Literary Digest,
121:8, April 11, 1936.

ha"Biggest Show on Earth," Nation, p. 93.

U49"Hauptmann's Desth Sentence," New Republic, 85:
325, January 29, 1936.

50"Hold, Enough!" Forum, 93:129, March, 1935.
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Dorothy Bromley commented, "The exploitation of the
Hauptmann trial by the sensational press and some radio
stations alarmed the American Bar Association,"51

Another critic, writing in American Mercury, noted:

Everyone knows thst this was a newspaper-madse
case, We hear much smug talk of journalistic ethics;
but 1t is well to remember that newspapers are pri-
marily vendors of merchandise; that they are in bus~
iness to sell newspapers, And so, when confronted
‘Wwith a news story that must have seemed like an ed-
itor's dream of Faradise, it is hardly surprising
that all casnons of ethics went overboard.

Whether the newspapers succumbed to a popular
demand for sensationalism, or whether the public was
the victim of newspaper commercialism cannot easily
be determined.

It 1s not disputed of course, that this was in-
trinsically a great case, It had all the ingredi-
ents that a master of detective fictlon would think
of in hls most inspired moments, The principal vic-
tim was surrounded by baffling mystery, shot through
with cross currents of romance, intrigue and suicide;
the detective work, implemented by the most advanced
discoveries of modern sclence, surpassed in brilllan-
cy the greatest achievements of Sherlock Holmes. And
finally, that supreme element in all great mysteries,
a lingering doubt that still persists in the minds of
many as to ths extgnt of the convicted defendant's
actual complicity,

Af#er reviewing the criticism of the newspapers con-

cerning the case, The Buffalo Courier-Exoress expressed the

Slporothy Bromley, "Free Press vs, Free Trial,"
Harper, 202:90, March, 1951.

52"Justice Goes Tabloid," op. cit., p. 392.
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hope that "never again will the bench, box, press, radlo

and public repeat the ghoulish mlstakes of The Lindbergh

Case,"53
And then came the Sheppard case.

53"Nightmarish End of Hauptmann," Literary Digest,
oc, cit.
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CHAPTER IV o

THE SHEPPARD MURDER CASE

The most recent wholesale charges of newspapeélsgn-
sationaiism involved the 1954 murder of Marilyn Sheppard in
Cleveland, Although newspapers in general were criticized,
the most serious condemmations were leveled at The Cleve=

land Press. This chapter wlll bs devoted to & study of the

Sheppard murder case and the relation of The Cleveland Press

to it.

I, THE MURDER OF MARILYN SHEPPARD

Sometime between four and six s.m. July 4, 1934,
Marilyn Sheppard was brutally beaten to death in the'bed-
room of her Bay Village.home overlooking the shore of Lake
Erie near Cleveland. The subsequent manhunt for the mur-
‘derer, the arrest of Marilyn's husband, osteopath Dr, Sam
Sheppard, snd the ensuing trial has been called "the gaud-
iest, most publlicized, and most controversial murder trial

in the United States in modern times."lt

In addition to the classic ingredients of sensation-

alism--mystery, murder, soclety, sex and suspense--the case

lpgul Holmes, The Sheppard Murder Case (New Yorlk:
David McKay Company, Incorporated, 1961), p. 9,
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also contalned one other element, an element that hsas con=-
tinued to hold the public Interest years after the official
ending of the case, "Despite the decision of the courts,"
observed author-investigator Erle 8tanley Gardner, "there is
in the public mind a widespread curiosity as to Dr, Sam
Sheppard's gullt. Thst curliosity would not exist if it
weren't sustalned by a doubt.“2

The case was characterized by considerable confusion
on the part of investigating.authorities at the start, and
later by en overwhelminé deménd on the part of the‘public
for the arrést and conviction of Sheppard.

Sheppard told authorities that he hsd fallen asleep
on a downstairs couch the night of the murder. Somgtimé,in
the early morning, he heard Marilyn cry out. Groggy rroﬁ
sleep, he ran up the darkened atairs to the bedroom, where
he saw 8 form in a light garment grappling with someone,

He was struck from behind and knocked out., When he came
fo, he went to his wife, checkéd-her pulse and believed.her
to be dead. Hearing a nolse, he ran downstalrs apd'saW'a"
bushy-haired form moving near the front doorqtﬁaf-opéned
toward the lske. He chased the form, caught it and fougbt

witn it. He said he was lkmocked out again. Some time later

2Tbid, p. l.
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he cesme to, this time wallowing in the shallow water at the
lake's edge. He then returned to the house and again
checked his wife's pulse. Dazed from his two fights and
from a pain in the neck, Sheppard thought he was living
throuzh a nightmare. He stumbled dounstairs and caglled his
friend, J. Spencer Houk, mayor of the village. Houk hur-
ried over, surveyed the sitgation, and called the polica.
With only minor variations, this was the story that Sheppard
told throughout the investigation and trisl. |

The Fourth of July holiday was a strange one iﬁ”Bay
lVillage that year. The Sheppard grounds were invaded soon
after dawn by Bay Village policemen, Cleveland poliéeﬁen,
Cuyahoga County Sheriff's men, the coroner and his aides,
newspaper reporters and photographers, and dozens §f neigh-
bors and curiosity seekers. -

A fhorough combing of the area by those present
turned up very little evidence and nothing that possibly
might have been considered g murder weapon, A murder wéap—

on was never to be found, Paul Holmes, Chicago Tribune re-

porter who covered the trial, commented:

It was the beginning of the Romsn Hollday at-
mosphere which thereafter was to surround every move
in the case until Sam entered the state prison to
begin a 1life term more than a year latex. The term
"Roman Holiday" is not lightly used. The Supreme
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Gourt of Ohioc chose it in its majority opinion Eo
describe the atmosphere in which Sam was tried,

When Coroner Samuel Gerber asrrived at the mﬁrder
scene, Sheppard's brothers, Richard and Stephen, both osteo-
athic surgeons, alraady had taken him to Bay Vlllage Hos-
pital which the She parad family opcrated. There Sheppard's
neck injury,‘supposedly sustalned by a olow ffom‘ﬁehiﬁdlﬁy

the bushy-haired murderer, Was diaﬂnosed as a frectured
neck vertébra. The injury keut Sheppard in bed for some:
'time,_andllster 1t was necessary for him to wear a cast that
came up to his chin. He also had a black eye and a swollen
forehead. | | _ ,  ”

Throughout the trisl it was implied_bﬁffnévgf”ﬁ;§§en
by the_state that Sheppard's,injuries'uere.supérfiéi§i ahd
self-inflicted. | o

On the day of the murder, Sheppard was guestioned
several times by various authorities, including Gerber. It
was on that day that he was accused for the first time of
the murder of his pregnant wifé. ‘

In;the days that followed, continued investigation
failed to turﬁ up any evidence as to the murderer. Upset

with "the tragic mishandling of the Sheppard Murde} inves-

31ivid., p. 28.

P S
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tigation"u by Bay Village officlsasls, the Cleveland Police
Department was called into the case in an official capacity
July 21.

With the days slipping by and still no one arrested,
the situation became tense, Holmes described it this way:

. The people of Bay Village, as well =s those of
the entirse Cleveland area, got the impression that
Sam was a gullty man with a good chance of getting
away with murder because he had money sand influence
behind bim, -

The newspapers, driven by public demand for pos-
itive developments when there were none, resorted
to innuendo to give substance to much of the gossip,
The newspapers assalled the suthorities for do-noth-
ingness and lncompetence., They demsnded action, ac-
tion, action, forgetting their normally wholesome
respect for fair play in their frenzy.

By the end of July mob paychology was rampant
in the Clevelsnd area. Sam Sheppard was the quarry
of a hue and cry. No one questioned sny more whether
Sem was guilty. This was simply assumed, If there
was no evidence, what of 1t? That was his fault,
too. Get him! Convict him, evidence or no evidencs:
Send him to the chairld

Under pressure for sctlon from the three Cleveland
newspapers, one of them front-paging an editorial headlined

"Getting Away With Murder,"® Coroner Gerber called an in-

quest on July 2l. During the inquest, sex entered the pic-

Yrditorial in The Cleveland Press, July 16, 1954.

SHolmes, op. cit., p. 41,

6zaitorial in The Cleveland Press, July 20, 1954.
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ture when Sheppard was accused of having an affair with a
former nurse.

The climax cane Jﬁly 30 when Sheppard was arrested
and charged with the murder of his wife. In the first of
many legal battles thet were to characterize the case, Shep-
pard was released on bail August 1l4. On August 17, he was
indicted for first-degree murdsr.

The trial began October 13 in the Criminal Courts
‘Building in Cleveland, déspife attempts by Sheppard's at-
torney's to obtain a change of vehue. Chosen to be presiding
judge was Edward J. Blythin. Xnowing that his courtroom
Wwould be overrun by newspasper, radlo, and television re-
porters, Blythin approached the trial with an awarensss of
the national interest thst it would creaste. Before the
opening of the triasl, he called in locsl newsmen to discuss
how best to work out the assignments of the space for press
coverage. Inside the rall two tables were constructed for
local reporters snd the press associations. Three or four
rows of spectator benches behind the rall were reserved for
out=of~town reporters and observers from radio and televig=-
fon, Admission to the trial was by ticket only, end only
when the ticket was signed by Judge Blythin,

The state, in its opening statement, told the Jury
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that 1t intended to prove that there had been no bushy-
haired intruder,‘that Sheppard had beaten his wife to death
as a climax to an argumént they had had on the murder night.-
The argument, -the state contended,-conqerned Sheppard's at-

tention to other womsn, and this was why Marilyn had been

kllledu °

Fred Garmone, attorney for the defense, accused the

police: -

« » o 0of making up thelr minds prematurely that Sam
wos the killer, of falling to make a competent in-
veatigation which might have turned up facts to sup-
port 3am's story, snd of relylng upon a belief that
they could force Sam to confess by third-degree meth-
ods.  Falling to get a confession, the state had come
into court with a circumstsntial case built by piling
inferences upon inferences and requiring llberal use
~of conjecturs and guesswork to make it hang togeth-~

er.

Thirty days before the trisl was to beglin, a venire-
of seventy-five persons had been drawn by the clerk of
court. LEleven persons were excused for one reason or an-
other, but the names of the remaining sixty-four were pub-
1ished, an extremely unusual and perhaps unprecedented éc-

tion. The result of thils was that not only did the sixty-

four persons know more than a month in advance that they

might be on the jury, but most of the community knew it.

THOIIIIGS, op. cit., p. T4,
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BEvidence abt the trial, according to Holmes, "was
overwhelmingly that these injuries were real, not faked, and
that they were serious, not trivial."? The msin witness for
the defense on the question of the injuries was Dr. Charles
Elkins. Hils testimony was thet Sheppard's injuries had a-

' mounted to faclal, jaw, and other body bruises, a contusion
of the spinal cord, a possible concussion of the brain, and

probably a neck vertebra fracture,

Sheppard's appearence on the witness stand was an=-
other highlight of the trial, slthough he did little but
reiterate what he had already said many times.

As many persons were to note later, the murder pre-
mises had been in the posasession of the authorities since the
murder, available anytime for inspectlion and Investigation
by the atste's scientists and techniclans, The defense law-
yers and investigators were in the house only once, and that
a brief wvisit the lawyers made when they went slong with
Sheppard and the jury in the early days of the triale The

defense made much of 1ts Inaccessibility to the murder house

in its appeals after the trial, but for some resson did not

meke an objection during the trial,

#inally, on Friday, December 17, Judge Blythin gave

Holmes, op. ¢lt., pe 127,
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had no hand wound of any %ind.

Submitting the Xirk paper with a petition for a new
trial on the basis of newly discovered evidence, Corrigan
again was refused, The prosecution contended that the af-
fidavit contained little or no evidence that could not have
been uncovered during the trial 1f dafense had persisted and
had not been negligent. Corrigan then complained that de-
fense had not been given access to the murder premises, but
this was dismissed on the grounds thaet he had not brought
this matter to the attention of the court.

Refused twice by the Court of Appeals, Corrigan
turned to the Supreme Court of Chio which voted, five to
two, not to consider the case. In Octobef, 1956, the Unlted
States Supreme Court refused to consider the casse, and the
legal battle ended temporarily.

The case flared up agesin in Juns, 1957, when a con-
vict named Dongld Joseph Wedler, serving a ten-year sentence
jmposed in 195l for attempted holdup in Florida, ran sway
from s prison canp. Captured, he told authorities that he
wanted to confess to g crime he had committed in Cleveland.
He claimed that on the night of July 3, 1954, he wont to a
party in Clevelsnd., He took a heroin Injection and his

mind became fuzzy. He left the party and stole a car. He
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drove fo.a western suburb, intent on robbery. He entered
an unlocked door to a big white house and went upstairs.
In rifling through & dresser drawer, Wedler disturbed-a
sleeping woman. He beat her over the head with_ahjiron pipe.
He then was confronted with a men on the stairs Qﬁoﬁ_he also
struck with the pipe. He then.fled; toséing the pipe into
the lake. After hitchhiking to Virginia, Wedler read news-
paper accounts of the murder énd feared thet he was respon-
gible., He explained that_his mind had been hazy because of
the dope. o :

- Hearing of Wedlér's confession, novelist Erle Stan-
ley Gardner obtained permission for the Court of Last Re-
sort, an organizstion founded for the purposevbf inﬁesti{v_
gating possible miscarrisges of Jjustice in criminal cases
where all avenues of rellef through the courts have been ex-
hausted, to glve Wedler a lie-detector test. Alex Gregory,
polyzraph expert and a past president of the Academy for
'Séiéntific Interrogation, made the test and concluded that
Wedler told the truth or whst he believed to be the truth.

‘bwith this development, Gardner appealed to Ohio Gov-
ernor Williem O0'Neill for permission to administer a lie-
detector test to Sheppard in prison. The test was scheduled,

but considerable pressure from Cleveland, spearheaded by
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Judge Blythin, prevented 1t from taking place.

With thls 1ine closed, Gardner turned beck to Wed-
ler., By this time, however, some inconsistencies had been
detected in Wedler's story. This, coupled with Gerber's
bellef that Wedler could have conceived the story from resd-
ing newspaper accounts, ended the incident. What made Wed-
ler more than Jjust an Interesting convict telling a strange
story was that he was quhy-haired, and left-handed,

Late in December, 1958, Corrigan again appealed to
the Supreme Court of Chio, .this time on an appeal thét the
prosecution had withheld evidence. The evidence in question
was a blood sample card which‘reveaied that a tested sample
had been inconclusive, After carefully conaideriﬁg the
facts, the Supreme Court dismlssed the petition in February,
1969,

Covering the trial were reporters from nearly every
maJor'newspaper in the country, many radio and televiaion
stations and the wire services, Because of the number at-
tending the trial, Judge Blythin had established a news
pool, with a Clevelsnd FPress reporter delegated as the 1i-

aison,

Commenting on the trial coverage, a Time reporter

wrote:?
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Even before the trisl got underway, 'some editors
decided it was golng to be the biggest crime story
in years. Publisher Williem Bandolph Hearst Jr.,
who has been trylng to Jack up hls ailing chain, saw
the trial sg a rare oprortunity. He ordered g task
foroe dispatched to Cleveland, led by Sob Sister
Dorothy Kilgallen, handymsn Bob Considine and car-
toonist Burris Jenkins, Scripps~Howard folleowed
sult with 1ts own crew, Newsmen; assigned to the
story by papers all over the Unilted States, Lilled
almost every spectator seat in the courtroom.

But to date the trial has been disappointing.
Reporters tried to pep it up by calling Dr, Sam "The
Romeo of the rubbing table.” Headlines promised
BOMBSHELL DUE AT TRIAL TODAY And NEW SHEPPARD SEX
ANGLE HINTED, - But no bombs burst, no angles materi-
alized, 10 . ' '

About Kilgallen, a Hewsweek reporter cormented:

‘So sensational was her aggressive coverage for
the New York dournel Americen that: the competitive ' -
New York Post remarked: 'Looking at the headlines
. » o it became increasingly difficult to tell the ..
reporter from the principsls . ., . we momentarlly:
expected to hear that she had been selected to deliv-
er the summation or, at least, to be a surprise wit-
ness," Miss Kilgallen's reasction to the verdict -
reached new helghts, or depths, of professional journ=-
alism, After conviction ahe wrote, "I heard the same
evidence the Jury heard « . « « I could not have con-
victed him of anything except possibly negligence in
not locking his front door , ¢« » « I have covered =a
gcore and more of murder trials « . « it is the first
time I have ever been scared by the jury system, and
I mean scared,Lil »

According to Newswesk, the Sheppard case got second

10%ggage of Dr. Sam," Time, 64387, November 22, 195h.
1ll%gcarlet Copy," Ne#aweek, L4:56, November 1, 1954.
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or equal position wlth the smog in Los Angeles, In Boston,
the case got at least one picture almost dally on the front
page of clty newspapers. Chicago newspapers used stream-

ers and front-page photographs even before the trial began.

The Hew York newspapers and tabloids "shot the front page
works™ on the story.:2 By mid-October, one-third to one=
half of the nation's newspapers were front~paging daily de-
velopmentst: on conviction day, the story hit ninety per cent
of the United States' front pages.:s

Concerning the media, Justice James Bell stated in

the Supreme Court of Ohlo majority opinion report regarding

the cases

Throughout the pre«indictment inveatigation, the
subsequent legal skirmishes, and the nine-week trial,
circulation~consclous editors catered to the insati-
able interest of the American public in the bizarre.
Speclal seating facilities for reporters and column-
1sts representing local papers and all major news
services wers installed in the courtroom. 3Special
rooms in the Criminal Courts Building were equipped
for broadcasters and telecasters. In this atmog~
phere of a "Roman Hollday" for thelﬁews media, Sam
Sheppard stood triel for his 1life,

Editor &% Publisher, one of the major magazines for

12vpgggracerul; Sheppard Trial," Newsweek, L5:55,
January 3, 1955.

131bid.
Holmes, The Sheppard Murder Cass, p. 189,
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the neﬁs media, carried an editorisl which read: "It is
not too late for newspaper editors, and editors of other
medis, to stop the practices which csn only rébound to the
discredit of all media,"15

A Christian Century rsporter wrote:

The nswspaper soul-searching seems, in moat cases,
to have turned on the question whether the Sheppard
trisl was given more prominence and space than actual
public concern Justified. Did the sensational re-
ports on the front pages and under the poster-size
headlines sell more papers? But there are other
Americans who were deeply disturbed whose criticisms
were of another sort, Some of these feared the social
effects of the sordid testimony, not only dumped in=-
to the nation's homes daily for two months, but there
worked over by expert journalistic sensationalistg
until it became a staple of family conversation,l

Everett Norlander, managing editor of The Chicazo

Daily News, considered the story grogsly ovarplayed, and,

in large part, “disgraceful." Ee warned, "the press_will be

gnswering its critics for years to coms on what was done

with this story."17
Dr. James Pollard, director of The Ohio State Uni-

versity School of Journalism, declared at a Sigma Delta Chi

forum in Columbus:

15n¢4pous,” Editor & Publisher, 87:38, October 23,

1954«

16"Dignity of the Law," Christisn Century, 72:71,
Janual‘y 19, 1955.

17"Disgraceful; Sheppard Trial," Newsweek, loc. cit.
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If in the years ghead the press, the radio and
television find more states through their courts and
by leglslstive action recognizing the right of pri-
vacy or strengthening 1t where 1t is now recognized,
they will have only themselves to blame, And if
this occurs, 1t will be becasuse, as it seems in the
Shepperd Case, some of them have ovgr-stepped the
bounds both legslly and ethically.l

II. THE CLEVELAND PRESS COVERAGE

OF THE SHEPPARD CASE

Becausse of the holiday, news of the murder did not

appear in the newépapers until the following day, July 5.

The Cleveland Press broke the story under a thres-column

hesdline which read: "Doctor's Wife Murdered In Bay Vil-

lage." The Plain Desler, in its initial story on the case,
ﬁsed an eight-column headline to announce: "Bay Doctor's
Wife Murdsered; Beaten, He Tells Of Fight With Intruder."
Both neuépapars treated the story straightforwardly, giving
only the known facts about the murder.

By July 6, the newspapers had organized their full
attentions on the case. The elght~column headliine in The

Plain Dealer read: "Detectives Inveatigating The Sadistic

Killing Of Mrs, Marilyn Sheppard.,"”

In its July 7 edition, The Cleveland Press began to

18vprgas Gets Scolding On Dr, Sem Stories," Editor
% Publisher, 87:10, November 20, 195L.
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take offense to Sheppard's unavailability for questioning.

In 8 two-line, five-column headline, The Cleveland Press

wrote: "Coroner's Inquest Studied In Murder; Ask Doctor To
Re~Enact Details." Following along the seme line, a pat=
tern which was to charscterlze its coverage until Sheppard

was indicted by the Grand Jury, The Cleveland Fress wrote

on July 8: "Testify Now In Death, Bay Doctor Is Ordersd."

The Plain Dealer, in an exclusi#a interview with Sheppard,

headlined: "Bay Doctor Talks To Reporters," and made almost
no mention of the "testify order" proclaimed by The Cleve-

land Press,

The pace had picked up considerably by July 9. It
was on this day that The Clevelsnd Press took its first of-

ficial stand. Editor Louls B, Seltzer,writing in an editor-
ial headlined "Too Much Time Lost," commented:

Within memory no murder case in this part of the
country has prompted so much discussion or specula-
tion as that of Mra, Sheppard.

A good part of it centers quite naturally around
the circumstances of the killing itself--in a quiet
auburban setting--and its attendant mysterious ele-

mants.

A good part likewlse centers around the protec-
tive ring set up by members of the Sheppard family,
which in some respects has tended to add to rather
than subtract from the speculatlon that has expanded
the case to such vast proportions.

Also the apparent fumbling of investigating au-
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thorities on both the municipal and county levels
has added to the Intensity of interest--and has
ralised many additional questions,

The Cleveland Press also carried a feature story in-

volving letters toe Marilyn, hinting that the Sheppard mar-

riage was on the rocks. In comparison, The FPlain Dealer

headline that day read: "Doctor To Help Hunt Weapon."

The Plain Dealer, which never was to take any kind

of official stand on the cage, carried its first editorial

July 10, commenting only that the confusion in the investi-

gation pointed up the fact that a county-wide detective bu-
reau waas definitely a necessity.

The Clevelsnd Press coverage had increased consider-

sbly by July 1lh. In that day's edition, it carried an inter-
view with Coroner Samuel Gerber, a story about Susan Hayes,

the Los Angeles nurse who later admitted to intimacles with

Dr, Sheppard, a lead story on the discovery of 'a T-shirt on
the beach, and a large cartoon of a clock, deplcting the

significant events in the case to date.

Editor Seltzer ﬁas concerned, primarily, with the
bungling of the investigation by the muthorities and with
what he considered to be the preferentiel treatment Shep~-
pard was recelving, He attacked both in s July 16 editor-

ial headlined: "The Finger Of Suspicion.," He wrote:

The worst thing sbout the traglc mishandling of
the Sheppard murder investigation is the resulting
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guspicion.
Why was it mishsndled, people ask.
You cen't blame them.

In this community generally murder investigations
are conducted with intelligence, efficiency and im-
partiality,

The record 1s good,

The detectives on the Homiclde Squad in the
Cleveland Police Department, for instance, know their
Jobs They have a nationsl reputation.

Same with the coroner,

Thanks to the close co-operation with Western
Reserve University, and thanks to the voters who au-
thorized the best equlpment and facilities, the coun-
ty bas top standing In the relatively new field of
scientific orime investigation,

And the sheriff's office and the prosecutor's
office both have good reputations for Integrity and
determination in solving crimes,.

What happened, then?

Two things stood in the way of the usual com-
plete and unfettered investigatlon that the citizens
of Greater Cleveland have come to expect is the nat-
ural course of events,

One was the hostility of Bay Village officials
to any out31ders in this case.

They rebuffed the ususl assistence immediately
offered by the Cleveland police experts in solving
murders,

Second was the unusual protection set up around
the husband of the victim, the sole wltness, accord-
ing to lster reports, who could stert the investi-
gatlon on the right track.

The protection was twofold, It came from the
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family and it came from his lawyer. It was unusual,
to aay the least.

And then, worst of all, no lsw enforcement of=-
ficera, Bay or County, took any leadership in the
face of these unusual circumstances.

No one,

The result of all this fumbling end delay, of
course, was to start gossip, to launch rumors, to
spread suspiclon thick as glues

It was bad for everybody. Everybody, that is,
except the murderer. :

What can be done now?’

It doesn't make much difference who'runa the
show, The important thing is that justice is done,

- First loglesl step would be a meeting of all the
law enforcement agencies involved,

Let them select a leader, a single responsible
bogs for this partliculsr case.

Let him serve noticé that protection, special .
favors, and fancy ultimatums by lawyers are out from
here on.

¥aybe it's too late to staert asgain.

But every further moment of fumbling is helping
a murderer escape.

Columnist Philip W, Porter of The Plagin Dealer com-

mented the next day, July 173

So fouled up is the investigation of the murder
of Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard of Bay Village that the.
only recourse seems to be to call in Sherlock Holmes.

The situation today is absurd. Despite much hard
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work and running around in circles, the missing
weapon has not been found, the missing T-shirt has
not been positively located. No definlite motive has
baen astablishad.

In tha July 17 Cleveland Press, Sheppard and his law-

yers replied to a list of eleven questions submitted to him
by Editor Seltzer. His answers were printed on the front
page, under 8 seven-column, two-line ﬁeadline: “Huréerér
wWill Bé Caught, Dr., Sheppard Tells Press,® "The_angwers,"
wrote Selfzer, “were noﬁ-ihformative and Inconclusive. The
slfuation wasijust as tight, Jﬁst aé completely roadblocked,
nl9

Just as walled in as befors.

The Plain Dealer, still seeking county-wide law en-

forcement support and cooperation, but hinting at what was
going to happen in the case, wrote'sditorially July 18:

That there has been bungling in the Marilyn
Sheppard murder investigation everyone admits. A4nd
now, two weeks affter the murder was committed, al=-
most everyone ls speculating on what to do to pre-
vent a repetition of the futillity of the probe so
Tar, :

For many persons, nothing will suffice now in
the Sheppard case but a quick solution of the crime
and according to thelr preconcelved notionsa of what

happened.
In one of the most talked sbout editprials in recent

Jjournalistic history, Seltzer, in the July 20 edition of

19Louis B. Seltzer, Lhe Years Were Good (Cleveland:
The World Publishing Company, 1956), p. 269.
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The Cleveland Press, wrote, under an eight-column front page

headline "Somebody Is Getting Away With Murder™:

What's the matbter with the law enforcement au-
thorities of Cuyshoga County?

Have they lost thelr sense of reason? Or, at
least inexcusably, set aside the realization of what
they are hired to do, sand for whom they work?

If ever a murder case was studded with fumbling,
halting, stupld, incoopsrative bungling--«politeness
to people whose plece iIn this situation completely
justified vlgorous searching, prompt snd effectivs
police work--the Sheppard case has them gll.

Was the murder‘ovars. Shepperd a polite matter?

Did the killer make a dutiful bow to the author-
ities, and then proceed brutally to destroy the
young child~bearing wife? _

Why all of this sham, hypocrisy, politeness,
crisscrossing of“pomp and protocol in this case?

Who is trying to deceiva whom?

From the very beginning--from the first hour that
the murder became known to the authorities by a tele-
phone call from the husband to the Town Mayor--from
that moment on, and including thils, the case has been
one of the worst in local crime history.

0f course, the trail is cold. Of course, the
clews have been virtually erased by the killer. Of
course, the whole thing is botched up 8o badly that
head or tail cannot be made of it.

-In the background of this cgse are friendships,
relationships, hired lawyers, s husband who ought to
have been subjected, Instantly, to the same third-
degree to which any other person, under similar cir-
cumstances, is subjected, and a whole string of spec-
18l and bewildering extra-privileged courtesles that
should never be extended by authorities investigating
g murder--the most serious and sickening crime of all.
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The spectacle of a whole community watching a
batch of law enforcement officilals fumbling around,
stumbling over one another, bowing and scraping in
the presence of people they ought to be degling with
just as firmly as any other person in any other .

- crime-~that spectacle is not only becoming a stench,
but a serious threat to the dignity of law enforce-
ment itself,

Coroner Sam Gerber was never more right than
when yesterday he said that the killer must be laugh-
ing secretly at the whole spectacle~~the spectacle of
a conmunity of a million and a half people brought to
indignant frustration by Mrs. Sheppard's killer in
that white house out in Bay Village.

Why shouldn't he chuckla? Why shouldn't he cover
up, shut up, concegl himself behind the circle of
protecting people?

What's the matter with us in Cuyshoga County?
Who are we afraid of? Why do we have to kow=~tow to
a set of clrecumstances snd people where a murder has
been committed?

It's time that somebody smashed into this site
uation and tore aside this restralning curtain of.
sham, politeness, and hypocrisy, and went at the bus=
iness of aolving a murder--and quit this nonsense of
grtificisl politeness thst has not been extended to
any other murder ocase in generations. ,

Soon after The Cleveland Press editlon carrying the

editorial appeared, the Bay Village City Géuncil met and
voted to take the investigation away from its own police
department and hand i1t over to the Cleveland Homicide Squad.

While The Clevelsnd Press wss front-paging its ed-

itorial, The Plaln Desler relegated the Sheppard case to its

gecond lead, glving the signing of & peace pact in Indochine
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the lead position.
The following day, July 21, Seltzer again editorial-

ized in The Cleveland Press. Under an eight-column front

page headline "Why No Inquest? Do It Now, Dr. Gerber," he o

wrote:?

"~ Why hasn't County Coroner Sam Gerber called an
inquest into the Sheppard murder case?

- What restrains him?

Is the Sheppard case any different from the
countless other murder mysteries where the Coroner -
has turned to this traditional method of investi-
gation? y

An inquest empowers use of subpoens,
It puts witnesses under oath.

It makes possible the examination of every pos-~
sible witness, suspect, relative, record and papers
available anyuhare. : )

It puts the investigation 1tself into the éecord.

And»—what’s most important of all—-sometimes
solves crimes.

What good reason is there now for Dr. uerber to
delay any longer the use of the inquest?

The murder of Marilyn Sheppard is a baffling
crime, '

Thus far, it appears to have stumped everybody.
It may never be solved. |
‘But this community can never have a clear con-

science, untll every poasible method is spplied to
its solution.
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What, Coroner Gerber, is the answer to the ques-
tionf—Why don't you eall an lnguest into this mur-
der?

Only a few hours after the edition appeared, Gerber
called the inquest,

In the sasme July 21 issue of The Cleveland Press, a

story was headlined: "I Know'Killer, Story Says." Par down
in the story, burled smong other information, was s Quote
from Chief of Police Frank Story to the effect that ha.
thought he knew the idenﬁity of the killer. There Wwere no
details, no explanations,” “

The Plain Dealer published on July 22 its strongest

editorial on the casd. Under the headline "Get That Killer"
on the éditoriasl page, an editorialiat wrote:

- It is high time that strenuous action be taken
in the Shepperd Murder Case,

True, the case is cold as ice, There has, in
our opinion, been a noticeable lack of coopsration
on the part of the dead woman's husband, Dr. Samuel
H¢ Shappard « s o

It is clear now, that, becsuse of the social
prominence of the Sheppard family in the community,
and friendships between the principals in the case
and the law enforcement bodies of Bay Village, kid
gloves were used throughout all preliminary examin-
ations.

Finding the killer should be of the greatest sat-
isfaction to Greater Cleveland, to Bay Village, snd
to Dr. Samusl Sheppsard.

Both The Plsin Dealer snd The Cleveland Press devoted
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a great deal of space to the case during the 1lnquest, some
days publishing the entire text of the day's testimony.

On July 26, The Cleveland Press featured an inter-

view with Detective Captain David XKerr as its lead story.
The story, under the eight-column hegdline "Kerr Asks Doc-
tor's Arrest," was concerned, primarily, with persohal com~
ments on the cass.

The Cleveland Press began to give considersble em=~

phasis to the sex angle, as involving Sheppard end Susan
Hayes, during the inquest, On July 27 four festure stories
regarding the return to Cleveland of Miss Hayes were print-
ed in aadition to the lead story,

While The Plain Dealer headlined its July 28 lead

story "Susan Tells Story To Police," The Cleveland Press

ugsed an eight-column, two-line headline that almost scream=
ed st the reader: "Doctor Lies, Susan Charges; Tells Of
Gifts, Marriage Talk." In another of the more controver-

sigl editorials on the case, The Cleveland Press carried on

the front page under the headlins "Why Don‘t The Pollce Quiz

No. %/guspect":

You can bet your last dollar the Sheppard murder
would be cleaned up long ago if it had involved "av-
erage people.”

They'd have hauled in all the suspects to police
headgusrters.

They'd have grilled them in the usual, straight
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out way of dolng police business.

They wouldn't have waited so much as one hour
to brinz the chief suspect in.

Much less days.

Much less weeks,

Why ell this fancy, high~het bowing and scraping,
and super-courteous monkey business?

Sure it happened in suburban Bay Village rather
than in an "ordinary" neighborhood.

So what?
What differehce should it make?

When they calle&vthe Cleveland pollce in every-
body thought:

This is it. .Now they'll get some place. .Now.

we'll have vigorous, experienced, expert, big-time
action,

They'd get 1t solved in a hurry.

They'd have Sam Sheppard brought in, grill him

at police headquarters, like the chlef suspect in any
murder case.

But they didn't.
- And they haven't,
In falrness, they've made some progress.

- But they haven't called in Sam Sheppard.

Row proved under oath to be a liar, still free
to go sbout his business, shielded by his family,pro-
tected by s smart lawyer, who has made monkeys of the
pollce and authoritles, carrying a gun part of the
time, left free to do whatever he pleases as he

pleases, Sam Sheppard still hasn't been taken to
headquarters,
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What's wrong in this whole mess that is making
thls comunity a national laughing stock?

What's holding back--agnd why?

What's the basic difference between murder in an
"ordinary" neighborhood and cne in a Lake Road house
in suburban Bay Villsgze?

Who is afraild of whom?

It's juat about time that somebody began produc-
ing the answersg--

And producing Sam Sheppard st Police Headquarters.

Editor Seltzer and The Cleveland Press pulled out all
stops on July 39, In an edltorial spread eight columns a-

cross the top of the front page, The Cleveland Press carried

a headline: "Why Isn't Sam bheppard In Jall?" In the later

editions that day, the headllne wes changed to read' "Quit

Stalling=-Bring Him In.® Wrote Seltzer: .

Haybe somebody in this town can remember 8 par-
allel for it, The Press can't,

And not even the oldest police veterans can, ei~-
ther, :

Everybody's agreed that Sam Sheppard is the most
unususl murder suspect ever seen eround these parts.

Except for some superficlal questioning during
Coroner Sam Gerber's inquest, he has been scot~-free
of any offieial grilling Into the circumstances of
his wife's murder.

From the morning ovauly ly, when he reported his
wife!s killing, to this moment, 26 days later, Sam
Sheppard has not set foot in a police station.

He has been surrounded by sn iron curtaln of pro-
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tection that makes Malenkov's Russian concealment
smateurish.

His femily, his Bay Villsge friends--which in-
clude its officials--his laswyers, his hospital staff,
have combined to make law enforcement in this county
lock Sillyo

The longer they can stall bringing Sam Sheppard
to the police station the surer it is he'll never get
there,

The longer they can string this whole affair out
the surer 1t is that the public's attention sooner,
or later, will be diverted to something else and then
the heat will be off, the public interest gone, and
the goose will hang high. '

This man is a suspect in his wife's murder, No-
body yet has found a solitary trace of the presence
of anybody else in the Lake Road house the night or
morning his wife was brutally beaten to death in her
bedroom,

And yet, no murder suspect in the history of this
County has been treated so tenderly, with such infi-
nite solicltude for his emotions, with such fear of
upsetting the young man,

Gentlemen of Bay Village, Cuyshoga County, and
Cleveland, charged jointly with law enforcement--

This is murder., This is no parlor game, This
is no time to permit anybody~~no matter who he ils~-~
to outwlt, stall, fake or improvise devices to keep
away from the police or from the questioning anybody
in his right mind lmows s murder suspect should be
subjected to-=-at a police station.

The officials throw up their hands in horror at
the thought of bringing Sam Sheppard to a police sta-
tion for zrilling. Why? Why is he any different
than anybody else? Why, when they are at thelr sworn
business of solving a murder?

Certainly, Corrigan will act to protect Sam Shep-
pard's rights, He should.
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But the people of Cuyahoga County expect you,
the law enforcement officlials, to protect the pso-
ple's rights.

A murder has been committed, You lmow who the
chisf suspect is, '

. You have the obligation to question hime-question
him thoroughly and searchxngly-~from beginning to
end, and not at his hospital, not at his home, not

in some secluded spot out in the county.

But at Police Headquarters--just as you do every
other person suSpected in a police case,

What the peOpla of Cuyahoga County cannot underu
stand, and the Press-csnnot understand, is why you
'are showing Sam’ ‘Sheppard so much more consideration

as g murder suspect than any other person who has
ever before been suspected in a2 murder case.

Why?
Later that same night, Sheppard was arrested and
plaoéd in jail. |
Botthhe'Plaih Dealer and The Cleveland Press carried

slght-column, two-line headlines on July 31 to report Shep-

pasrd's arrest. The Plain Dealer headline read: "Doctor Ar-

rested And Jailed; Denles Guilt At Arraignment." The Cleve-

lénd Press, which devoted five~hundred-ten column inches to

photographs alone of the csse that day, displayed the arrest
story under the headline: "Police Grill Doctor; Freedom Bid

Fails," The Cleveland Press story pointed out that Sheppard

was being treated "like any other principal suspect in a

murder case,"
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The Plain Desler, which had remained silent editor-

ially while The Cleveland Press had pushed for Sheppard's

arrest, quoted a Bay Village minister in an August 2 story
headlined: "Bay Pastor Hits Methods Used In Sheppard Probe,"
The sbtory read: -

July 16 our family left for Canada and a week's
vacation,.

We returned to find our community the center of
an open inquest with a miniature McCarthy at the hesd
and what seemed from all appearances to be a csre-
fully planned persecution of not only one individual
but the defamation of an honored family name.

There were all the earmarks not of an inquest,
but of a medieval inquisition,

On August 3, both newspapers spread the Sheppard
case over eight columns for their lead étory. The:emphasis,

however, was quite different, = The Plsin Degler headline

read: "Doctor Gets Hospital Checkup." The Cleveland Press

headline read: "Find Killer's Bloody Trail,"

On August 5, while The Plain Dealer's main story on

the case was placed under a one-column headline relating

that a fingerprint file had been started, The Cleveland

Press alluded to the sex angle in & story headlined: "Link
5 Women To Doctor,"

‘With The Plain Dealer almost passing over the case

completely August 11, The Cleveland Press had a lead story

concerning an Interview with Sheppard. It appeared under
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an elght-column hesdline that read: "Dr. Sam: 'I Wish There
Was Something I Could Get Off My Chest--But There Isn't,' "

. The return to Cleveland of Dr, Lester Hoverston, the
house guest of the Sheppards, stirred up temporary interest
in the case and both newspapers played 1t up big,

Sheppard's brother, Dr, Stevé, labeled Mayor Houk as
a possible suspect. In reporting the incident, The El&iﬁ‘

land Press headlined its storyt " 'Lies, Lies! ' Cries Houk

at Dr, 3teve." The Plain Dealer's headline resd: "Irate
Houk Confronts Steve; Calls Him Liar." -

When Sheppard was released on ball August 16, Théy

Plgin Dealsr had already gone‘to press, IThe Q;evelanthress
made the most of the opportunity to report in sn eight-col-
umn, two-line ﬁeadline: "Dr.,K Sam Goes Free Or Bail Of |
$50,000, " | | :

When Sheppard was indicted by the Grand Jury, the

morning PlainvDeaier got to breask the story flrst on August

18, The Cleveland Press took another alternative end print-

ed, on ﬁhé front page, Sheppard's own story about the wholae
case todate,

Although The Plain Dealer had several times used

other stories as its lead, and a3 early as July 7, The Cleve-

1and Press did not relegate the Sheppard case to a lesser

position until August 19 when a west side burglary pushed it
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down on the page.
Then, Jjust two days later, on August 21, the pages

of The Cleveland Press for the first time since the murder

contained no mention of the Sheppsard case, The following
day The Plgin Dealer followed suilt,

The case did not get back into the lead position un=-

t11 August 27 when The Cleveland Yress reported on Defense

Attorney Corrigan's petition for a change of venue., It
quoted Corrigan:

Under the gulse of news the Cleveland newspapers
and the newspapers generally throughout the United
States have reported and editorialized on the case
of Samuel 3heppard so that he was convicted in the
minds of the public before he was arrested and
charged,

Because of thls method of reporting and editor=-
ializing a case before the trial, it appears doubiful
whether he will be able to secure an unbiased Jjury in
the district where he was born and sducated, and
where he had led s useful life, and where his ances-
tors have lived for over 100 years.

Day after day newspapers were filled with accu-
_sations against him, His srrest was urged., One pa-~
per advocated the use of the third degree., Lurid
headlines. Every fact of his life was exposed.

When newspapers can do what they have done to Dr,
Sheppard snd to his honorable father and mother and
the other members of his family, it is time for news-
papers to begin to examine thelr consclence and con-
sider the conditions they are cresting. Perhaps wise
newspaper publishers might begin to have a slight
twinge of fear in the methods resorted to in the re=-
porting of the Sheppard Case and the stirring of the
public to a condition that verged on mob reaction.
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If they listen closely, they may hear the creak=- e
ing of the ropes back stage, which can indicate that IS
the curtain may be beglnning to fall on the Consti- i
tutional guarantees of the individual and the press. L
The Cleveland Indians and their assault on the major
leagus record for most games won in a season were the big
news In Cleveland that summer, and they pushed the Sheépard
case, which was walting to come to trial, inte the back-
ground as September arrived.

On September 23, a venire of seventy-five persons

was drawn for the trial. The Cleveland Press_made news 1it-

self by publishing the ﬁﬁme snd address of everyone iisted
on the venire. It was copled later in this unusual action
by the two other Cleveland newspsapers. |
There then folldwed a span of twelve days in'whiéh’ ‘
no mention was made of the Sheppard case in The Cievéiand"
Press. The case did not recelve lead story’treafmeﬁé again

until October 8 when The Cleveland Press reported on s poll

being taken by the defense. ' The poil was conducted in an
effort to bring sbout a change of venue.

With the opening of the trial drawing near, The Cleve-

land Press interviewed attorneys for both the state and the

defense in an attempt to discover what their strategles

would be.

In the days immediatély prior to the scheduled start g&
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of the trial, the defense lawyers ware busy tryinz for a

change of venue and/or a delay in the trial. The Cleveland
Preas headlined daily the‘major outcomaes of the day's legsl
maneuvers.,

With both a trisl delay and a change in venue vetoed,
Judge Edward‘Blythin called the court to order on October 18
to consider the csse of Sam Sheppard, For many days to fol-
low, the Shéppard cagse was once again the lead story in The

Clevelsnd Press,

The Cleveland Préss~had several reporters on hand in

The Criminal Courts Building for the trial. Theré'weéé're-
porters in th@ courtroom; in the halls, and wherever else a
story might be had. Although Blythid.had banned the taking
of photographs in the‘courtroom while court was in session,
he allowed them to work at almost any other time. In ad-

dition, The Cleveland Press had several cartoonlsts on hand

to sketech the activitlies as they happened in the courtroom

during.the trial,

The>seating of the jury wss a slow process. As each

juror was selected, The Cleveland Press prihted a photo-
graph and information concerning the person. By the time
the trlal reglly got started, readers of the newspaper had
been gifan almost as much information about the jurors as

sbout the major participants.
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News of who had been selected as Jurors and of the
latest_details of defense and prosecution strategy vied for

the headlines in The Cleveland fress until October 26 when

the newspaper appealed to human interest in sn eight-column
headline that read: "Sam, Woman Sob In Court,"

On October 28, The Cleveland Press headlined: "Susan

Hides Untll Trial Ordeal.f The Plain Dealer made no mention

of Miss Hayes.

The trigl almost blew up in the prosecution'’s face
when'it was discovered by the defense that one of fhe per-
sons includedlén the original venire,_and,sincq_selected for
Jury duty, was an gxsccnvict. The,man was dismissed as a
Juror but the posgibility of g mistriasl existed. This,was
reported in depth by both newspapers, but more so by The .

Clevelsasnd Press.

The jury finelly was seated on November L. On that

day The Clevseland Press reported in an eight-column, two-

iine headline: "Love Letters To Susan Bared As State Asks

Death For Sam,ﬁ
For the remainder of the trial, The Cleveland Press

had saiewhat of an advantage over The Plsin Dealer. The

Cleveland Fress was able to present the results of the morn-

ing session of the trial dally, while its rival had to be

gsatisfled with events of the afternoon session-~events, in

My T Rt XA 2 Y 3
ot e
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most cases,. already familiar to the reader by morningz,.

Consequently, The Plain Dsaler had to concentrate more on

predicting what was going to happen in the next day's ac-

tivity st the trisl..

The Plgin Dealer carried one of its most emotion- Ei

packed headlines on November 5,. its first edition to appear

after the jury had been seated. The Plain Dealer headlined
in eight columns: "Merilyn‘s’Pictures Stir Court; State Dis- :
plays 7 Color Slides Of Slain Wife." |

On lovember 9, The Cleveland Press again called at-

tention to the sex angle as related to the Sheppard mérriaget
The elght-column headline read: "Sam Asked Divorce: MNrs,. _ | ?55
Ahern.! . : ’

It was on November 16 that Coroner Gerber testified
that the murder weapon might have been-a surgicéi tool.. The

Cleveland Press reported that day in an elght-colwmn, two~

line headline: "Gerber Tells Of Surgery Tool Imprint On Mar-

ilynts Pillow." The Plsin Dealer, in its account on Novem-

ber 17, was careful to enclose Gerber's comment ln quotation 4

marks in its headline: "State Springs 2 Blood Clews; 3hows i

Marks Of !'Surgical Tool,! Watch," 1
Pinned down by the defense on his description of the

i
murder weapon, Gerber admitted that the surgical tool impli- i
i

cation was only a guess. The Plain Desler reported it No-
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vember 18 with the headline "Gerber Broadens Weapon Clew.™

The Cleveland Press, however, on the same day, merely not-

ed! "Battle Over Murder Pillow."

: On November 22, The Clevelend Press resorted agein

to the issue of Sheppard!s maritel troubles, headlining:

"dam Talked Divorce: Hoverston.™ The Plain Desaler made

only a brief comment about Dr, Hoverston's testimony.
"Says Marilyn Called Sam A Jekyll-Hyde" wss the lead
story headline in the November 2l edition of The Clevelend

Press In relating psrt of Hoverston's teatimony. The Plain
Daealer never did make mention of the comment.,
On November 27, for the first time since the jury

had been seated, The Cleveland Press d41d not use the trial

as 1ts lead story. Inatead, it carried only a mnall, one-
column article promising "State, Defense Map Surprises In
Trial."™ But there were no surprisss,

One of the anticipated major moments of the trial

was the appearance on the witneas stand of 3usan Hayes, In

its morning sdition December 1, The Plain Deasler headline
read: "Suaan Hayes Is Due On Stand Today As State Nears Fin-

igh.," The Cleveland Press included a large photozraph of

Sheppard's girlfriend on the front page near the eight-col-

umn, two-line hesdline which read: "Susen Says Sam Loved

Her, Wanted To Divorce Marilyn." The Plain Dealer, in re-
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porting Miss Hayes' testimony, headlined December 2: "Susan
Admits Trysts With Sam,"

After the'testimony of Miss Hayes, the trisl dragged

on until Sheppard took the stand., Thse Clevelsnd Press re-

ported on December 10 in:.an eight-column, two-line headline:
"It Was Like A Borrible Dfeam,"SayS Sam -As He Denles Kill-
ing."

The following day, December 11, The Clevelénd Pfesst

headlined its lead story: "State Ready To Blsst At Sam's

Love Affairs."  On December 12 it reported: "Sam Admits -

Date Upset Wife." On neither day did The Plain Dealer car-
ry more than token-coverage of Sheppard's testimony cohéern-

ing his love affairs,

As the attorneys made their summetions, The Cleveland
Press carried on December 15 the headline: "State Asks Déath
For Dr, Sam," The next day it reported in its lead head-
line: "Sam, Jury Weep At Finsl FPlsas."

Judge Blythin gave the case to the Jjurors December
17, and the Jjury dellberated five days berore returning a
verdict, In the meantime, the newspapefs kept their read-
ers informed as to what might be happening. They reviewed
the whole case and outlined the possalble verdicts that

could be returned by the Jjury, and the consequences of each.

Late Tuesday afternoon, December 22, too late for
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iThe Cleveland Press which had already gone to press, the
Jury returned a verdict of second-degree murder. The Plain
Dealer then got the break of announcing the verdict, stat-
inz in huge typs spread elght-columns wide and two-lines
deep! "Sheppsrd Guilty, Gets Life; Innocent, Doctor Insists."

'In 1ts edition that afternoon, The Cleveland Press contained

two elightecolumn headllnes on the front pags., Ons read: "2
Votes To Acquit In lst Ballot." The other read: "Dr. Sam
Under Sulcide Guard.” |

With the verdict in and the c¢limax reached, the news-

papers almost deserted the Sheppsrd caese. IThe Cleveland
zggggwcontained only a short story on page two of its Decen-
bér'ZB-edition., It failed to make any mention at all of the
case in 1ts December 27 snd 28 editions, . It was not until

Decembsr 29 that the Sheppard case regained the front page

of The Cleveland Press, and then only as the second lead.
The: story returned to the lead position in The Cleve-

land Press December 30 after Sheppard’s attorneys had begun

proceedings for a new trial. In 1ts final edition of 1954,

The Clevelsnd Press made no mention whatever of the Sheppard

case--1ts bigzest news story of the year,
‘During the six months the Sheppard case was in the -

gpotlight, The Clevelsnd Fress printed a multitude of fea~-.

ture stories about it, There were stories of all kinds
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about all of the participants, from the witnzsses to pre-
siding Judge Blytkin. There were stories comparing the
case to other famous murder casses, ZThere were articles ex-
plaining the hizhly technical scientific Investigativs work
conducted, There were numerous accounts describing the
theories held by the citizens of Clevseland. There were
stories of a romance betwsen defense attorney Corrigan's.
son and s reporter for a'Chicago newspaper~-who met at the
trial snd fell in love. There were articles describing the
visiting reporters at the trial--guch people as sob-szister
‘Dorothy Xilgallen and former Scotland Yard Director Fabian,
There Véré accounts of how the spectators viewed the pro-
cegdiﬁéé at the trial., There was even a story in its HNovem-
ber 6 lasue on "Women Jurors Give Colorful Backdrop To Drab,
Grim Scene At Murder Trisl.® ALl of this in addition to the

Nnews .-

From July 5 through December, 1954, The Cleveland

Prega devoted to the Sheppard case a total of 17,6104 column
inches, enough space to print, in its normal body type,

704,400 words, IThe Plain Dealer, over the same period,.al-

located @ total of 13,4304 column inches to the same case;

the equivalent of 737,200 words., Although The Plain Dealer

gave the Sheppard story more actual space, it also printed

twenty-five more issuss, 'Figured on the total average space
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per issue, The Cleveland Pregs allocated more space to the

gtory than did The Plesin Dealer. 4s a result of the quan-

titative content analysis, another significant aspect was
noted: despite the publicatlon of twenty-five fewer edi-

tions, The Clevelend Press dsvoted more actual space to il=

lustrations than did The Plain Dealer. Of the total space,

illustrations accounted for 41.6 per cent in The Cleveland

Press. In The Plain Dealér, the space for illustrations

was only 36.5 per cent of the total,

TABLE I

AMOUNT OF SPACE IN TERMS OF COLUMN INCHES
INVOLVED IN COVERAGE OF SHEPPARD CASE

Newapaper Copy Illustrations Total Issueé Mean
The Press 10,2773 72333 17,6105 154 - 1lh.b
Plain Desler 11,659% 6,735 18,4 30% 179  102.9

There was a considerable diffserence in the newspsa-

pers! typbgraphical display of the case. The Sheppard case

was the lead story in The Cleveland Press in 63.6 per cent
of the issues published during the six month period. The
Plain Dealer displayed the Sheppard case as its lead story

in only 39.7 per cent of its issues during the same perlod.
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This was one of the most significant differences in cov~

erage dlscovered in the content.analysis.

TABLE II

PERCENTAGE OF TIMES SHEPPARD CASE
RECEIVED LEAD STORY DISPLAY

Newspsper Issues ) Lead Story Pércenfaée-

: a8 lead story.
The Press - 15k - 98 . 63,6
‘Plain Dealer 179 71 39.7

Carrying the analysia & atep further, it wasg dis-
covered thst the Shepperd case provided The Gleveland Press

with 1ts 1ead or gecond 1ead in all but forty-fiva of its
issues during the period. On the other hand, The Flain
Dealer used the‘Sheppard case as lts secondary lead many

(. , LR ‘ : . o
more times than dld The Cleveland Press but st1ll relegated

it to a lesser position in hj.l per cent of 1ts issues.

As a final result of the quantitative analysis, it

was noted that The Cleveland Press carried some ‘story on

the Sheppard case on lits front page in 85 7 per cent of the

issues printed during tha perlod. The Plain Degler pub~

1ished a front page story on the case in 73. 2 per cent of
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its issues. Only in twenty~two issues of The Cleveland

Pregs and twenty-nine of The Plain Dealer were there no

stories on the cass.

TABLE III

PERCENTAGE OF TIMES SOME STORY ON SHEPPARD
CASE APPEARED ON FRONT PAGE |

Newspsaper Issues Lead or Other Total  Per-
: second lead page one centage
The Press 154 7109 23 132 . 85.7

Plain Dealer 179 102 ' 29 131 73.2 |

The Sheppard case was the lead story for The Cleve-

1and Press in forty consecutive issues, bezinning with its

first issue after the murder occurred., The story was never
out of the lead story position more then twelve consecutive
issues. There were eleven consecutive issues in which no

‘mention was made of the cése by The Cleveland Press. The

Plain Desler used the Shepperd case as its lead only four-
teen time®.in its longest consecutive string. Thirty_dpn-
secutive times on one occasion, and twenty-three on snoth-

er, The Plain Dealer relegsted the csse to a lesser position

than its lead story. There were only seven consecutlve is-
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sues in which The Plain Dealer made no menticn of the case, :&

In terms of space devoted to the case, the biggest

day for The Cleveland Press wass July 31 when it allocated

746 column inches, 186 for copy and 560 for illustrations,
to reporting Sheppard's arrsst. On November 1llj, ths first

significant session of the trial after the Jury had been

seated, The Cleveland Press printed a total of 519 column

inches on the case., The Plein Dealer's most exténsive cov-

erage occurred on July 23 when it printed s total of 7763

column inches, 570 for copy. Its next biggest day'was Deé'

cember 22 when it used 694 column inches, 315 for copy and

379 for illustrations, to report the verdict.

The Cleveland Press ceme under consliderable criticism,.‘In '

his book The fears Were Good, Editor S3eltzer explained his

As the result of its coverage of the Sheppard case, ’
|
l
[
i
|
l

reasons for taking the stand that he did. He wrote:

- Por mystery, for suspense, for painsteking put-
" ting together of fragmentary clews by the most sci-
( entific methods, the Sheppard murder, which was to :
become one of the country's moat famous in modern I
‘times, had within it all of the elements of the clas-
slc criminal case.

It had one other element, which set it apart
from most murder cases of this type. That was the
deliberate effort to prevent the law enforcement au-
thorities from findlng the killer. The case became F
both a murder and, in a very real sense, a roadblock k

a&ainSU the law,
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Dr. Sam was fenced in by his family, his friends,
and the public authorities in Bay Village. The pro-
tective wall had been put up quickly. It was almost
impossible to penetrate it, and then only at the will
of those who controlled the encirclement--and on
thelr terms. The purpose seemed obvious--to hold the
wall secure around Dr, Sam until publle interest sube
sided, and the investigating authorities turned their
attention elsewhere.

On July 20, with the investigation lagging, with
the Coroner still fended off by the family and Bay
Village friends and officials, The Press published
on Page One an editorial. It took the upper gquarter
of the page, and the eight-column hesdline said,
"Somebody Is Getting Away With Murder.™ It was a
calculated risk--a hazard of the kind which I be-
lleved a newspaper sometimes in the interest of law
and order and the community's ultimate safety must
take, I was convinced that a conspiracy existed to
defeat the ends of justice, and that it would affect
adversely the whole law-enforcement machinery of the
County if it were permitted to succeed, It could es-
tablish a precedent that would destroy the even~hand-
ed administration of justice.

The evening this editorial was published in The
Press, the Bay Village City Council met snd voted to
take the investigation away from theilr own police
force and hand 1t over to the Cleveland Police De~-
partment's Homiclde Squad,

The next day, also on Page One, The Press pub-
lished an editorial headed: "Why No Inquest? Do It
Now, Dr. Gerber."

_ A few hours after this editorial appeared on Page
One of The Cleveland Press, Coroner Gerber ordered en
inquest, ' '

At the inguest, Dr. Sam insisted his married life
had been a happy one, He denied an "affalr" with a
former Bay Village Hospital technician now living in
California, The Press flew a reporter to Los Angeles
with the police. The techniclan was brought back to
Cleveland. She admitted her affalr with Dr, Sam, and
related talks she had with Dr. Ssm about a possible
marriage.
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The wall still surrounded Dr., Sam. He had gzone
back to the family-opersted hospital,

On July 30, The Cleveland Press published, again
spread across the top of 1ts first page, another ed-
itorial, This one was headed: "Quit 3talling--Bring
Him In," Once more I wrote it myself. It was my
neck I was sticking out,

Thet night Dr. Sam was arrested on a murder
charge and taken to Police Headquarters.

The rest of the Sam Sheppard case is familiar,
He was indicted by the Grand Jury, tried in a court-
room crowded with newspaper, radio and television
representatives from all over America, convicted of
second-degree murder, and sentenced to the Ohio Pen-
itentiary, where he is now 8 prisoner.

The Cleveland Press wses both applauded and crit-
icized., It was criticized on the ground that The
Press inflamed public opinion by its persistent and
vigorous pounding away at the cass. It was crit-
icized by some Wwho expressed the belief that the
Sheppard case had been "tried" in the newspapers be-
fore it reached ths courtroom,

The question confronting The Press as s newspaper
properly concerned about the whole structure of law
enforcement in the community, was=-

Shall we permit a protective wall to shield a
solution to this murder, by saying and doing nothing,
O ==

Shall we move in with all of our editoriel artil-
lery in an effort to bring the wall down, and make it
possible for law enforcement authoritles :to act in
their normal and accustomed way?

There were risks both ways. One feprééentéd a
risk to the community. The other was a risk to The
Press. We chose the risk to ourselves.

As Editor of The Press, I would do the same
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thing over again under the same circumstances.Z2?

203eltzer, The Years Were Good, p. 267=276.




CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
I. SUMMARY

In one form or another, sensationalism of the news
has existed for many centuries, beginning about the time of
Julius Caesar s Rome and continuing until the preeent day.

Three distinctive phasee of sensational journalism
have been evident in the histery of the American press‘ (1)
the establistment and growth of the penny papers in the
early pert of the nineteenth century, {2) the era of yellow
journalism in the 1eet decade of the nineteenth century, and
(3) the jezz age of journalism in the seoond decade of the
twentieth century. y |

' Seneationalism became a significant element in the_
American prese when the first penny papers came into being.
In fact, 1t was 1ar5ely through the use of eensational prac~
tices thet the penny papers were gble to survive.

The era of yellow journaliem centered ebout.e oircu-

lation war between Jogeph Pulitzer's New York World and

William Randolph heeret’s New York Morningz Journal. Many

critics of the prees even ergued that the two newspapers
largely were responsible for the Spanish-Americen War. How-

ever, many of the techniques used by Pulltzer and Hearst
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have since become standard In ths modern press. Some of
the most used of the techniques are banner headlines, the
free use of photographs, and the Sunday supplement,
The Jazz age of journelism was precipitated by the
kwar of the tabloids in New York City. The main proponentg
of jazz age mensationalism wére Joseph Medill Patterson's'z

New York Dailz News, Hearst'ts Hew York Dailz,Mirror, and -

Bernarr Macfadden s New York Daily Gragphic. Sex and;crime,

murder in'particular, were the major interests'of the war-

ring tablolds,

' Kany students of the préés, altﬁough not‘so many-as

might be expected, have attempted to define sensationalism.

The resulting definitions and explanations have taken many

tangents and frequently have been contradictory on-specific
points. However, most definltions have pointed to two sig=-
nificant characteristics of sensstionalism: (1) it deals

with subject matter that is highly emotional snd which is

intended to provide the reader with stimulation; (2) it

frequently distorts and nearly always overemphaslzes the
importance of the material, There also has been general
agreement that sensationslism involves subject matter that
contains one or more of the following ingredients; mystery,
il1licit love, suspense, sex, perversion, scandel, or the

involvement of sgocially prominent people,
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It has been debated whether sensationalism is op is
not a wholesome feature of the press, Those who'hoid that
‘it 18 a wholesoms feature srgue that the press is nerely
mirroring the society in which it lives; that only by em-
phasizing the evils of society can they be eliminated; that
the newspaper 1s only priﬁting what the readers want.. Those
who take the opposite view argue that the newspapers sensa-
tionalize only to sell"mbéé newspapers; that the over-em-
‘phasis of crime and.sex»céusés 8till more crime and sex -
offenses to be committed; .that newspapers paint a picture
~of society that distorts reality. |
Several instances of newspaber sensationalism have -

come to be regarded as classic -exsmples in American journ-

alism.,  Three such examples are the Hall-Mills murder, ‘the

Snyder-Gray murder, and the Lindbergh-Hauptmann murder-kid-

napping.

The Hall-M1lls case began in September, 1922, with
the double murder of the Rev., Edward W. Hall, e minister of

considerabls social prominence in New Brunswick,<Naw Jer=
sey, and Eleanor R, Mills, and ended in 1926 after a far-
cical attempt to find Mra. Hall guilty of the crime.
Philip Payne, aftér,baing fired ss managing editor of The
Daily News, moved into tho same position on The Daily Mir-

ror, Seeking some way to get back at The Daily Hews and to

——————
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make IThe Daily Mirror dominate in circulstion in New York,

he was successful with trumped-up charges in having Mrs,
Hall errested and tried.

‘The main ingredients involved in the Hall-Mills case
were 1llicit love, mystery, s fallen minister, the downfall
of a soclslly prominent person, snd, as the trial proceeded,
an unbellevable characterjknown as "The Pig Woman."

" Mrs. Hall's trisl was held in a small community in
an atmosphere, created by ‘the newspapers, of -a Roman loli-
days A large number of fprained seals"~--special reporters
of all kinds-~covered the triagl, .The sssembled reportéré
produced voluminous totals of words daily to fiilithe-fiqnt
pages of the nation's newspapers. |

‘While the murderer of the Rev. Hall and Mrs., Mills
Was never founa,¢A1bert Snyder had been dead less than s
day before the identlties of his murderers were known. -
After carrylng on a love affair with Judd Gray for some
time, Ruth Brown Snyder decided it was time to get rid of
her husband, In mid-January, 1928, she and Gray did just
that~~hittihg'5nyder over the head with a sash waight. The
next day the pair was arrested, and each accused the other

af Ehe murders Before long they had admitted everything,

‘The ma Jor ingredient of the Snyder-Gray case was
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illicit love. 4Also, thers was a certaln amount of mystery.
The factor that kept the publlie so interested, and provided
the newspapers with vaest amounts of copy, was that Mrs,
Snyder closely resembled the woman across the street, or
the wife across the table,

S0 remarkable was the personality of Mrs, Snyder -
that snother flock of speqial reporters rushed to cover the
trisl., So great was the interest in the trisl that The New

York Times one dsy carried 30,000 words of testimony,

Although the coverage of the Hgll-Mills case virtu-
ally ended with the not-gullty verdict, the coverage gi?en
the Snyder-Gray case actually increassed after the trisl,

The reason was simple: Mrs. S3nyder waz to be the first .wom-
an to be sxecuted in the electric chair, Thousands of peo~-
ple gathered outside the walls of 3ing Sing Prison to see
the lights dim as Mrs., Snyder was executed., With vendors
selling hot dogs and people nipping at bath tub gin from hip
flasks, the gtmosphbere resembled a Roman Hollday--again,
largely the‘result of newspaper publicity.

Few persons hold the lofty position in the histery
of America that Charles Lindbergh does. It was no surprise,
then, that the March, 1932, kldnap of his son was of 8o

much interest. While the involvement of such a wealthy and
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congpicuous .person as Lindberzh was a major factor, thers.
also was a great deal of mystery involvsed in the case. In
addition to thils, there was highly complicated, for the
times, sclentific investigation that seemed to border al-
most on sclence fiction,

From the moment that the Lindbergh baby was kidﬁéﬁped
the story was front page news. When Bruno Richard Hauptmann
was arrested, the<extent'6f the coverage increased.

The trisl of Hauptmann wes held in a small town much
the same as the one in whiéb Mrs., Hgll had been tried. - The
scene was much the same-also, More than two~hundred news-
papersa had reporters at the trisl, More than three-hundred-
thousand words dally were diaspatched from the trial scene,-
On the day the .verdict wa3~due,‘most newspapers made up two
front pages; one reporting Hauptmann's conviction, the other
his aoquitpal. One newspaper even published an edition pro-
claiming Hauptmann's acquittal and the Assoccliated ?ress sent

out & false bulletin to the same affect, Surprisingly,.Ihe

Dsily Graphle, considered the most sensationsl and irrespon-
sible of»ﬁawspapers of the day, was the first newspaper on
the astreets with the correct verdict,

‘The most recent charges of gross. sensationalism in-

volved The Cleveland Press' coverage of the Sheppard murder

case. The case centered about the brutal murder of Marilyn
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Sheppard, pregnaﬂt wife of Dr, Samuel Sheppard, wealthy Bay
Village, Ohlo, osteopath.

Mystery, illicit love, involvement of a socially
prominent family, and elaborate scientific investigation
were the major ingredients of the Sheppard case. Mystery,
which centered about the actual complicity of Sheppard, was
undoubtgd}y,the ingredient that stirred the most interest.,
The mysté?y‘that’surroundédythe cese iﬁ 19544 remains even
fodqy; iérgély because Sheppard was convicted.on basically
circumstantial evidence. :

Marilyn Sheppard was beaten and killed early July l,
1954, in the bedroom of her heme. . Sheppard dénied_guiit and
argued that he had:aﬁtacked, and been attacked by, & bushy-
haired intruder after he heard Marilyn cry out, -in-théf
scuffle with the 1ntruder, Sheppard claimed, he suffeféd
serious injuries to a neck vertebra.

Pollowing the murder, an extensive search and inves-
tigation of the murder home failed to turn up any clues,
Unable to achieve anything, the Bay Village Council turned
the investigation over to the Cleveland Police Department
Homicide Squad.

An inquest was held. After considerable urging from

one Cleveland newspaper, Sheppard was arrested, questioned,

and brought before the Grand Jury. Shortly theresfter he
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'legal batties ensued, providing the newspapers with contin-

intended to marry a German widow, and most recently when
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was indicted and brodght to trial.
| The trial was held in the comparatively cramped
quérters of the Criminal Courts Building in Cleveland. To
make room for the assembled reporters, Special benches were
builf. The scene was such in the courtroom that Ohio Su- ~
preme Court Justice James Finley Bell referred to it as a
Roman Holiday fér the pews'media. The case was front page
news in most of the nationfs_newspapers for nearly all of
its six months in the spotlight, Acééunts of the trial ses-
sions sometimes included ‘the entire day's testimony. |

The Sheppard case, like the Snyder-Gray caSe,;conﬁin—
ued to make news after Sheppard, better known as Dr. Saﬁ,

had been found gullty -of second-degree murders A sefiés.of;

uing stories.

The biggest post trlal incident was Donald Joseph
Wedler's confession to the killing. The Florlda convict took
a lie detector test and the results revealed:thatvwsdler

could have committed the murder, The Sheppafd case has

since been’in the headlines on occasions when Sheppard did

something in prison, when it was revealed in 1963 thgt he

Coroner Samuel Gerber wrote to the Ohio Parole Board sug-

gesﬁing that Sheppard be paroled, It is éxpected that the
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case will receive considerable publicity when Sheppard ap-

plies for parole late in 196l,

The Cleveland Press coverage of the Sheppard case

'was extensive, TFrom the déy asfter the murder until verdict

day, the Sheppard case was the story of most importance al-
most continually. |

The Cleveland Press, under the direction of Editor

- Louls B, Seltzer, crusaded ageinst the police fumblino of

tha investigation. It-pushed for an inquest. It demanded
that Sheppard be given third-degree questioning in police
headquarters. Finally, it called for the arrest of Dry

Sheppard,.

The Cleveland Press devoted more than 17,000 column
inches of space to the Sheppard case, significantly more on

a per issue basis than its rival in Cleveland, The Plain

Dealer. It used the Sheppard‘case as its lead story in al-

most two-thirds of the issues printed during the period,

nearly twice gs many times as did The Plain Dealer, It had
a staff of reporters assigned to the story that turned out
cartoons, news stories, and feature stories of all kinds.

Bditor Seltzer defended The Cleveland Press cover~

age on the grounds that the case represented an attack on
the even~-handed admlnistration of justice, that the whole

structure of law enforcement in the community was in jeop-
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ardy. He defended his position vigorously, and said he

would do the same thing again under the same circumstances.
II. CONCLUSIONS

In studying the Hall-Mills, Snyder-Gray, and Linde
be;gh—Hauptmann cases, ona ﬁotes certain similarities;
Briéfly, th§y could be categorized as to similarities in
subject matfeyland similarities in pfeés dovérqge,

‘_ All of the caseé‘;ﬁ#clved murder, There ié;_hewever,
a murder'commiﬁtgd gvery,fifty~eight minutes in the United
stateg._'Why should ﬁhese'three cases stand out and‘feéeive
the publicity that they dia? Part of the answer is that
each of the cases contslned one or more of the classic in-
gredlents of sensaﬁionalism~¥mystery; il1licit love, suspense,
involvemqnt of a soclally prominent‘and éonspicuous fanily,
~ scandal, or sex. In the Hall-Mills case, mystery, illicit
léve, suspense and involvement of a prominent family were
the iﬁgrediénts, The torrid love affair was the main in-
grédient in the Snjder~Gray caese., Mystery and the involve~-
ment of.a‘national hero were the major ingredients in the
Lindbergh—ﬁauptmann case. But there have been many other
cases #hich cbntained one of these elements. There have
been other cases which received just as much initial pub-

licity, but the‘publicity dled down and the murder became
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. devoted:to the cases and: coverage of the trial,

one of the leaders in terms of total amount of ‘apace de=

'Hall=Mills and Snyder-Gray cases, elaborate electronioc type-

L3

merely another ststistic, The fact remains that for somse
unexplainable reason or reasons, there are certaln cases
which captivate the fancy, and interest, of the public, i
ihese were three such cases.,
Similarities regarding newspaper coverage could be: i

cetegorizedrinto volume of space and typographical: display

" In-all three cases, vast numbers of words Were used

te describe the murder, tha investigation, end the trial.

Somewhat“aurprisingly, the-conservative New York Times was’

voted tbithé*three cages, The typcgraphical?disp}ayiﬁas>
aqually{impresaive;'-Full,”front~page“phctographsiwéré5piev- ,
alent in the New York_tabloids,,-Hﬁge:banﬁérfheadlinea vere
the customary}practice for the day~to-day coverage of the -
cases, |

In all instances, specigl facllitlies were made avail~
able at the trlal sltes for reporters, including additional
sesting facilities. Reporters descended upon the trisls in-
dfoves.' Special communication facilities were installed to

enable the reporters to‘make their deily reports. In the

writer facilities were made avaellable. Additional tele~

phonés were installed., In short, aa much as possible was
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'done to aid the reporters in dispastching their voluminous
reporta,

The -coverage of the trials was characterized by the
ppésence of a large number.of trained sesls--reporters
specializing in areas of interest, There were sob-sisters
and sportswriters,:columniéts and music=critics,'detectives
andtministers,~political'qértoonistsiand playwrights, advice
to the lovelorn columnists snd relatives of trial partici-
pants.

As the result . of its rols in the coverage, the press
was criﬁicized for participating in each case.  In the Hallw
Mills casse, the arrest and Grand Jury indictment resulted

from the efforts of Philip Payne and The Daily Mirror. In-
the Snyder-Gray case, The Daily Mews photographed ﬁrs; Sny-

der a&s she was executed, The press In genersl pushed for a
fast convictlion of Bruno Eauptmann in the Llndbergh case,
One final similarity was noted, This was that at one

time or another the atmosphere of each case was described as

‘being that of a "Roman Holiday." In each ease, the bleme -

ﬁas placed on the newspapers,

‘A pattern of sensationaslism becsme noticeable during

’tbe atudy of these three classic examples., Flrst, a case

included at least one of the classic ingredients and it

captured the public fancy. Second, vast amounts of space
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in the newspapers were devoted to the coverage of the case,
wlth emphasls on the msjor ingredient., Third, the case re=
ceived typographical display of unusual propertions, with

_ concentration on bamner headlines and large photographs,
end it recelived such displéy_over the duratlion of the case.
Pourth, large numbers of feporters were assigned to cover
the trials, Fifth, in adiition to the regulsr reporters
were a large number of spécialized réﬁortera.- Sixth,-épe~
cisl srrangements and facilities were mede available to the
reporters at the trlal télaid them in their coverage."Sev-
enth, st one stage or another, the press was considered re-

sponsible for helping create.a-Romaanoliday atmosphere.

Finslly, the press ascted as s participant in the case, either

by campaigning for a quick trial and verdict, by stirring up
interest in the case when it began to lag, or by actually
initiating the legal processes.

| How doeé thelcoverage of the Sheppard case by The

Cleveland Press fit the pattern of sensationalism as devel-

'opedfby the Hall-Mills, Snyder-Gray, and Lindbergh-Hauptmann

cases? First, the Sheppard case did contasin st least one
of the classic ingredients, In fact, it contained several:

mystery, illicit love, end the involvement of a socially

prominent family. Second, The Cleveland Press did devote

unusually large smounts of space to the case, Third, the
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case received prominent typogravhical display in The Cleve-

land Press, snd it received such display for the duration of

the case. Fourth, The Cleveland Press did assign a large

number of reporters to cover the trisl. Fifth, The Clave-

land Press did have several specialized reporters assigned

to the trial, Sixth, specisl érrangements and fgcilities
were made available to those reporters covering the trial.
Seventh, the critics, including one of the stature of an
Ohio State Supreme Court Justice, claimed that the Sheppard

trial was a Roman Holiday”for the press, Finally, and in

the_eyes of many the most important, The Cleveland Press,was
involved very much as a participant in the case. In front
page editorials, Editor Seltzer called for the transfer of
éﬁthority for the investigation from Bay Villageth,Cleve;J_
land, for an inquest, and for the arrest of Sheppard., It
could hardly be considered a coincldence that within twenty-
four hours of the time that each of these editorials appeared
the action Seltzer asked for was realized. In addition, it

'was The Cleveland Press which portrayed Sheppard 88 a man

"getting away with murder" becsuse of his social position.
As a result of this comparison, it 1s obvious that The

" Cleveland Press! coverage of the Sheppard murder case co-

incided with the pattern of sensatlonslism developed 1in the

Haell-M1ills, Snyder-Gray, and Lindbergh—Hauptmann cagses,

i

i
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The areas in which The Cleveland Press seemed to be

most sensatlonal, in relation to the pattern, were those of
space and typographlcal display, and participation, The
smount of space devoted to the case was impressive, but thé
typographical display was even more so, The Cleveland
Prosgs! perticipation, iIn éalling for Shepperd's arrest and
strongly hinting as to hig,guilﬁ long before the trial, was
criticized as pqssibly béing trial by newspapers |

If The Clevelend Press was gsensational, according to

the péttarn, it also was more sensational than The Plain

Dealer in 1ts coverage of the Sheppard case. Tha Cleveland

Press devoted more space and presented a more striking, and

cohtinuous, typographical display to the case than did its

rival. It carried a wider variety of stories. Finally, The '

Clevelsnd Press took a definite editorial stand and pushed

for the arrest of Sheppard, in front page editorisls, while

The Plain Dealer never took a stand and never hinted at any-

one's gullt.
| ... As a result of this study, then, two conclusions

wera reached: (1) The Cleveland Press' coverage of the Shep-

pard murder case colncided, point for point, with the pattern

of sensstionalism as developed by the Hall-Mills, Snyder-Gray

and Lindbergh-Hauptmann cases; (2) The Cleveland Press wasa
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more sensational than The Plain Dealer in its coverage of

the case.

This study has sttempted to define more clsarly the
concept of gensationalism., It has dealt with several cri-
teria for determining sensationalism, ‘

| ‘There is a need fof a method of detsrmining sensa-
tionalism that does not require compsrison with other cases.
This method, ideally,fuouid be highly objective -and statis-
tical‘in nature., There.is a need also for a‘method'of.not
only determining Sensationélism, but the degree of sensa=
tionéligm; Of the studies conducted to ‘date, it would ap-
lpear-that‘thbse done by Tannenbaum and Lynch hold the most
proﬁié;Qé I ' '
"ff*?'Along:athical lines, there is a need for more dis= -
cugsion sbout the nature of sensationslism, Sensationalism
is aasumed generally to be an unwholesome feature of the
press. But;is this neceasarily so? Does publication of
lewd'ctimes-and immoral sex cause more crimes and more sex
6fféh$eé;'or does 1t ecsll attention to these problems and
thus;§¥£empt'tc eliminate them? Does the sensatlional press
prqsgnt a distorted image of soclety, or does it mlrror 1t?
Should the press ignore, or play down, distasteful things
becadée‘ﬁhey occur, or should i1t subscribe to John Milton's

"market place of ldeas" concept that men have the facilities
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for reasoning and can distingulsh between right and wrong,
but only Qhen they have all the information?

Sensationallsnm, as it has been pointed out, is a -

significant aspectTOf'thé Americsn press. It needs more

study.
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