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original Elysian Fields, the Garden of the

ity. For animals in the wild, he explains, are
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not really roaming all over the wide open

cients; their benign climate makes you feel

spaces: they live in limited “territories” rang-

thev deserve to be identitied as the home of
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ries are there m abundance, Siﬂ?‘lnﬁ awayin

substitute territory, which means making the

cages insiae or oulside aimost every wit-

animal—and not vou or the zoo architect—

dow. But the birds get their name from the 1s-
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lands, not the other way around. The islands
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name derives from the Latin word conis, re-

branches tochmbon, orabitot sand: Anant-

fernng tothe dogs the Romans tound there.
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and nutribional by you,”and "as much [ree-

East, Africaand America. Columbus stopped

dom from boredom as possible.” By that
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Durrell means plenty of “furniture” in the
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cage, and, if possible, neighbor animals to

of Gomera, before he set out for America. To-

communicate with In the gortlla maternaty

day the Canaries boast some of the busiest

ward we see how successtul some ot these ef-

ports of all Spain, including Las Palmas

forts are. There's a List of births, and w

{Puerto de la Luz); on Grand Canary, and

watch a gorilla mother contemplate her baby.

Sarnta Cruz, on Tenerife. Puerto de Ia Luz is

She sits with her legs crossed and folded in

said by some to rank first among Spanish

front of ber, taldor fashion, holdine her child

ports in tonnage of freight. And to that yvou
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can add tons of tourist
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The Canaries’ mountain slopes are pad-
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ded with lerttle soil tor forests, banana
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riosity? OUn a dais near her, the male gorila
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and a variety of market garden crops. Lhere

are coffee and almond trees, Helds of sugar

The Canarv Islands

cane and tomatoes, and vinevards. Some of

the islands are quite green, but some get little

there are seven of them plus assorted

rainfall, and Lanzarote, closer to the African

siets, porme of voleanic action, iving oif the

coast than il is to Las Palmas, gets almost

nortnwestcoast of Africa but politically a part

none: What's more; volcaniceruptionsin the

of Spain. Originally they were inhabited by a

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries lett Lan=

people known as the Guanches, belleved 1o

zarote with analmost lunar desert landscape

be of Berber stock. The Greeks, Carthagi-

of cones and blackened vallevs, bu!l pock-

nians; Phoenicians, Romans and Moors

marked also with tiny craters of man’s devis-

came there. These islands may well be the
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