The Palestinian grandmothers of members of Cleveland's Palestinian Community.
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Mrs. Yasir Allis and Miss Ruth Nader in Palestinian dress, at the nationalities
reception in City Hall for Cardinal Mindzenty in 1974.
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Work continued, and women members, particularly,
conducted periodic rummage sales, Christmas card and
boutique sales, evening "sahras" and membership drives to
raise money.

When the mmmediate crisis had been met, the
committee evolved 1mto a welfare and educational
organization which was called the Cleveland Middle East
Foundation. Its main goals were to aid those of Arabic
heritage both overseas and 1n the Cleveland area, to
distribute educational materials, sponsor 1nstitutes and
speaking programs, and to assist nationally organized welfare
agencies.

The Middle East Foundation took a firm stand against
political involvement i Middle East affairs, isisting that the
work of foreign policy was up to the government and better
out of the hands of individuals or groups, however well
mtentioned.

This determination of Cleveland Arab-Americans to
remain detached politically from international matters
suffered sharp reverses early in the fall of 1972. In
September of that year, Israeh athletes in Munich for the
Olympics were killed in an attack by Palestimans, and
Cleveland Arabs and Arab Americans suffered a backlash of
denigration and humiliation that was perhaps even more
devestating than that which they had experienced during the
1967 war. Editorials, cartoons, letters to the editor, radio and
television commentaries and personal insults caused deep
wounds 1 the Arabic speaking community. The Arab
Americans who had settled mto the second and third
generation of American nativity found themselves forced to
explain, to debate, and to justify their existence in their own
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country. Arab students were brought mn for mterrogation at
mmmuigration offices, and were often threatened with
deportation. Arab medical residents were questioned at their
hospitals, or suffered the more pamnful embarrassment of
learning that their superiors and co-workers had been
questioned about them. Arabs and Arab Americans found
themselves under surveillance at airports, railroads, and bus
stations. There were mstances of people being taken from
their homes and questioned. Some, who were considered
leaders in their communities, were vocal in their opinions, or
whose jobs were in fields like engineering were wvisited in
theiwr offices by the FBI for a "little friendly discussion."

Within a month, Arab Americans throughout the
United States had become acquamted with "Operation
Boulder" the government directive which required that all
Arabs entering or leaving the United States, residing in the
United States on permanent visas, or studymng in American
Universities be kept under close surveillance. Arab-
Americans who were known as activists and leaders in their
communities were treated in the same manner.

It was at that ttime that an ncident occurred which
aroused the indignation of Clevelanders working at the
Cleveland Port. On October 7th they learned that eight
Arab sailors on a freighter flying the green, white, and red
striped flag of Kuwait were confined on board and not per-
mitted to go ashore because they had not been granted entry
visas at their previous port of call in Toronto.

Their papers were in order but the American consulate
in Canada had refused them wvisas while seamen of other
nationalities were permitted to enter the Port of Cleveland.
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Angered by what they recognized as a discriminatory
action, the Good Samaritan dock workers notified the pastor
of the Maronmite Church, Rt, Rev. Joseph Feghali. After
visiting the seamen, the priest mformed the Imam of the
Islamic Center, since the seamen were Mushm, that two of
the men were 1ll and wanted to see a spiritual leader of their
own faith.

Msgr. Feghali then called members of the Arab-
American community, one of whom managed to get on
board and interview the restricted seamen. Her report was
eventually filed with the Department of State.

On October 8th, a front page story i the Cleveland
Plain Dealer quoted the deputy director of the State
Department's visa section. "There has been no directive
1ssued against Arabs per se," he said. "It's not a national
policy. This 1s an 1solated incident. I don't know why they
weren't 1ssued visas."

The newspaper stories of Sunday, October 8, and
Monday October 9th, aroused public sentiment. On
October 10, the Cleveland Press reported that a Lebanese
Maronite priest from Eaton, Pennsylvania had come up to
Cleveland to mvestigate and would go to Washington to
pursue the matter.

On October 11th, the Cleveland Plain Dealer printed a
story that the Cleveland Chapter of the American Jewish
Committee had sent a letter of protest to the Immigration
Service. The chairman of that committee suggested 1n the
letter that bureaucratic procedures were substituted for good
sense. Nevertheless, 1t was too late for the seamen to enter
Cleveland. The publicity and protests lodged with the
Immigration Service enabled them finally to disembark at
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the next American port of call. If that had not been possible,
they would have found themselves sixty days on the water
without stepping on dry land, since their point of departure
had been from Yokahama, to which they would eventually
return.

"Operation Boulder" and incidents such as that which
befell the Arab seamen were determining factors in the
decision made by some Clevelanders that their activities
must now become politically oriented. Members of the
Cleveland Middle East Foundation, the Cleveland Eastern
Rite churches, and the Islamic Center met to form an ad hoc
committee which would respond to crises arising in the
Middle East that might affect their lives and well-being as
Americans 1in the United States. This group set as its goal the
mitiation of positive action with United States government
officials to affect an even handed attitude by the United
States toward the critical situation i the Middle East.

The committee chose as 1ts name the Cleveland
Council on Arab-American Relations. Mr. Minor George
was elected chairman and Mrs. Mary Haddad Macron
served as executive secretary.

For a year the group arranged programs for speakers
on the Middle East, promoted radio and television
appearances for ther members and wisitors to the
community, participated 1n peace marches and other
demonstrations to bring attention to the crucial problems of
that area.

Among the most significant of these programs was a
city-wide memorial service following the downing of a
civilan Libyan airliner mn 1973 by Israeli planes over the
Sinai. Members of all Cleveland religious denominations
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were 1nvited to attend, and present were Melchites,
Maronites, Orthodox, Coptic and Protestant Christians,
Mushms, Druze and Jews. The service was held i St.
Maron Maronite Catholic Church and, probably for the first
time m an American EFastern Rite Church, the Fathiha, a
prayer of the Islamic Service was sung by the Imam of the
Islamic Center.

During that year, political mvolvement by Arab-
Americans was gaining strength throughout the country. It
was necessary now to have a national voice. A group of
Washington business and professional men called together a
conference 1 Detroit which saw the establishment of the
National

Association of Arab Americans. Three Clevelanders
were among the twenty-one members elected to the first
Board of Directors. Unlike the groups which had been
organized 1n the past for social and cultural purposes, the
aim of the National Association of Arab Americans was to
establish a strong political base in Washington, within easy
accessibility to Capitol Hill.

Cleveland Arab-Americans today share mn the activities
of several of the largest, more cohesive national Arab-
American organizations. These groups are the Midwest
Federation of American Svrian Lebanese Clubs, which 1s
primarily by charter a social and cultural organization; the
Assoclation  of Arab  American  University  Graduates,
(A.A.U.G.), an organmization of intellectuals - writers,
educators, physicians, lawyers, whose main function 1s that of
educating their own people and the general public through
research, writing, conferences, and continuous public
relations on the problems of the Middle East; and third, the
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National Association of Arab-Americans, a politically
activistic group, which has gained a foothold in Washington
policy and foreign affairs unavailable to Arab-Americans a
few short years ago. Since the Lebanese crisis, another
national group, the American Lebanese League, ALL, has
also appeared on the scene. Its primary purpose 1s to
address 1ts energles toward the Lebanese problem.

In October of 1973, during the most recent of the Middle
East wars, the Cleveland Council on Arab-American
Relations, which had been meeting weekly, decided to
structure their activities along a political base aligned with the
philosophies of the National Arab American Association.
They changed the name of the Council to the "Greater
Cleveland Association of Arab-Americans." but made no
decision at that time to afhlhiate with the national
organization, preferring to retain self-determination and
autonomy as a Cleveland organization. Following the first
term of office of the organization, they reversed the original
decision and athhiated with the National Association.
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Miss Tami Anter in Saudi Arab dress of Royal Family and Miss Lorraine George
in Palestine dress from Bethlehem for Heritage Pageant - Midwest Federation
Convention - Cleveland, 1973.
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In April of 1976, the fourth national convention of the
National Association of Arab-Americans was held 1n
Cleveland, 1ts social events hosted by Ambassadors from
twenty Arab countries. Local political leaders and
representatives from the White House and the Senate
attended.

In 1976, Arab-Americans i Cleveland participated 1n
the Bicentennial celebrations. Among their activities was an
exhibit of Arabic culture put on display in the Cleveland
Public Library.

Syrian and Lebanese artifacts and mementoes of the
immigrations were exhibited in the Ethnographic Museum at
the Western Reserve Historical Society by members of the
Syrian American Club, a local organization.

At the Cleveland Plaza, The Union of Arab Women
presented a table for the "Dining of Yesteryear" project of the
Downtown Restoration Society. Wedad Mouhaissan Hasan,
chairman of the women's group, called their display "My
Grandmother's Table 1 Palestine" and created a tableau of
an Arab house 1 the early 1900's. A low brass table was
placed on oriental and sheep's wool rugs, upon which lay
embroidered cushions to be used as seats. The table cloth
was embroidered with the Jerusalem Cross motf, and in the
center was set a tall vase of anemones, the "hlies of the field"
of the New Testament. A brass coffee service from
Damascus stood at one side, while on the other an Argeleh
from Hebron rested on a table of inlaid woods.

Arab Americans were among the committee members
who planned the Bicentennial Project of the Women's
Committee of the Nationalittes Services Center, the
introduction of the Cleveland Ballet 1n 1ts first professional
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performance before a Cleveland audience 1n the Spring of
1976 at the Drury Theater of the Cleveland Playhouse.

On the two hundredth annmiversary of our country's
birth, Arab Americans 1 Cleveland found themselves to
have been a part of at least a hundred years of American and
Cleveland history.

From the first few arrvals 1in the 1870's, the Cleveland
Arab American community has grown to around 20,000.
The few families who huddled together around the coal
stoves 1n winter and on the tenement porches in summer 1n
the neighborhoods around Bolivar Road have spread out to
all the corners of Cleveland and to the suburbs and
townships surrounding it. There 1s no longer a Syrian-
Lebanese neighborhood, and even the new arrivals, the
Palestimmans and Egyptians, do not feel the necessity of
confining themselves within a close ethnic neighborhood
community. Like other residents of the city, however, they
tend to find homes not too distant from their places of work.

The first, second, and third generation of Syran-
Lebanese ancestry has moved rapidly from the mheritance
of the family grocery store mto all areas of professional
endeavor. The former administration of the City of
Cleveland 1ncluded among its cabiet officers, Joseph
Tegreene,” a young man of Lebanese heritage; a Cleveland
Woman of Syrian ancestry, Mary Rose Oaker, 1s at present
representing her District in the House of Representatives;
the Probate Court is served by a judge of Lebanese ancestry,
Joseph Nahra, the suburb of Seven Hills until recently had a
Lebanese American mayor, Richard Ganim. In the elections
of 1979, a newcomer to politics, 27-year old Richard Anter,
became Mayor of Fairview Park, Ohio.
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More than thirty Cleveland physicians and dentists are
of Arabic heritage, while Cleveland hospitals usually number
between one hundred and one hundred and ffty Arabs
among their residents and mterns. A Cleveland nun, Sister
Judith Ann Karam, of the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine,
a pharmacist, has received a degree 1n  Hospital
Administration at Ohio State University and will assume an
administrative positon m the new Westlake-St. John
Hospital Complex. There are numbers of nurses, educators,
therapists, attorneys, and social workers of Arab ancestry in
the ranks of those professionals contributing to the well-
being of the city.

A former Clevelander, Dr. Donna Shalala now serves
i the highest-ranking woman's positon i HUD 1n
Washington.

After a hundred years mn Cleveland, Arab Americans
can look back on the pain and loneliness of the first years of
immigration; the closed society of the immigrant community;
the years of the parallel existence of live and let live with the
rest of Cleveland, and finally to the assimilaton into the
American mamnstream as participants in the life of the entire
community.

They remember the joy of rushing into the streets to
laugh and to cry when the Armistice ended a war and gave
America a victory. Their memory goes back too to the quiet
gratitude they felt as they stood beside their children and
grandchildren at the end of the Second World War. They
remember the anguish of the Depression, the struggle to stay
out of the breadlines, the embarrassment of working on the
WPA, and the exquisite triumph of finally landing a job,
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paying on the mortgage, or keeping the business from going
under.

The names of the dead of World War II are still
recounted among those who knew and loved them. The
veterans of World War II still reminesce about reunions
with brothers and cousins and Cleveland buddies n the
campaigns of Europe, North Africa and the South Pacific.

The first elders are gone, and their children and even
their grandchildren have moved nto their places. The day of
the strong man and the stronger woman who led the tiny
community of unsophisticated 1mmigrants belongs to a
gently remembered past. There are those among the Arab-
American community who no longer follow because of
family, or name, or old loyalties, or "because we have to
push one of our own ahead." That factor of survival 1s no
longer necessary.

The history of the first hundred years 1s one that cannot
be repeated by immigrations of the present or the future. It
was an era in which the poor and the wretched escaped a
backward and dominated society to reach out for new
freedom and the right to choose.

The Arab World was asleep 1n those days of a hundred
or more years ago, and 1ts emigrants were like those children
of mnocence who walked in dream through a gateway of
glory and promise. They were the trusting, the hopetul, the
farthful, the lovers of America.

They were the believers. They worked with a pure joy,
and they buwlt with a passion to endure, and to find
immortality. Their children were the new people, the
Americans. Their American grandchildren are their
immortality.
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NATIONALLY-KNOWN PERSONALITIES OF
ARABIC ANCESTRY

Robert Abboud - First National Chicago - International
banker listed mn 200 Americans for 2000 AD

James Abdnor - House of Representatives - South
Dakota

James Abourezk - Senator from South Dakota

Paul Anka - Singer and Composer

Michael Ansara - Movie Star

William Peter Blatty - Author of "The Exorcist”

George Bowab - New York producer of "Sweet Charity”

Lois and Selma De Bakey - Professors m scientific
communication Baylor - Med. - Specialize mn simplifying
medical jargon

Michael De Bakey - Heart Surgeon - Baylor University
- Texas

George Doumanmi - Geologist - Oceanographer -
Explorer of Antartica

Dr. Farouk El-Baz - Space age geologist - Directed
Ronald Evans Appollo 17 on moon

Halim El-Dabh - Ethnomusicalogist - Composer - Son
et Lumiere at Pyramid and Sphinx - Presently teaching at
Kent State University

Rosalind Elias - Metrop. Opera

Farah Brothers - manufacturers of trousers and jeans

Philip Gabriel - Author - "Tomorrow" "The Executive"
"Citizen from Lebanon" 'l Found America”

Abe Gibran - Formerly with Cleveland Browns

J. M. Haggear - Dallas, Texas, Manufacturer of Haggar
slacks and jeans
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Najeeb Halaby ("Jeep") - Former chairman of Pan Am
World Airways - Father of Queen Noor of Jordan

Ramzi Hanna - Hanna Barbara Productions -
Cartoonist and artist -Designed new currency for Egyptian
treasury

Dr. George Hatem - "Dr. Ma Hai Teh" (Virtuous One
from Overseas) -Dermatology - eradicated VD 1n Peoples
Republic of China Away from U.S. since 1929 - still retains
his passport -Marched with Mao i Long March mn 1935

Philip Hitti - noted historian "History of the Arabs" et
al. - Princeton University, deceased

Colonel James Jabara - First jet ace

George Kassem - California House of Representatives

Abraham Kazan, Jr. - House of Representatives

Emile Kuri - Motion picture set decorator - 1949 Oscar
for "T'he Heiress'

Toby Moffett - House of Representatives

George Nader - Movie Star

Laura Nader - Anthopologist - Berkeley, California

Ralph Nader - Consumer Advocate

Nafey Brothers - Movie magnets

Michael Nafey - Chairman of Board United Artists

Mary Rose Oakar - House of Representatives

Nick Rahall - House of Representatives

Joe Robbie - Owner of Miami Dolphins

Major General Walter Safi on Pattons statf

A. Saidy - Producer "Finians Rainbow"

[t. Commander John Shaheen - Naval hero
participated in surrender of Italian fleet - World War II and
Korea

263



Donna Shalala - Undersecretary HUD

Joseph Sheban - - Biographer of Kahlil Gibran - Auther
and lecturer

Frank Skaff - Former manager Detroit Tigers

Brig. Gen. Elias Stevens - First Arab American grad of
West Point -Staff officer for Gen. Eisenhower

Danny Thomas - TV and movies (Amos Jacobs)

Helen Thomas - Senior UPI corres. While House -
Auther of "Dateline -White House"

* Deceased, 1979

Meet Helen Thomas: "First Lady" of White House Correspondents
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SOME 1970 DEMOGRAPHIC DATA ON ARAB
AMERICANS

This data was compiled from general surveys. Census
Bureau data, and the U.S. Almanac on Arab Americans.

Total number of Arab Americans: 1,662,000 since
1970, numbers increased but there 18 no reliable information
on percentage mcreases.

Largest concentration of Arab Americans 1s 1n the state
of California with 258,000.

The state of Ohio has 117,000 Arab Americans with
heavier concentration m the larger cities: Cleveland
Columbus, Cincinnati, and Youngstown.

The Arab American community of greater Cleveland
has a total population ranging between 20,000 to 25,000

people.
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Director: Dr. Emile N. Habiby
28740 Forest Road
Willowick, OH 44094
Telephone: 944-7819 (home)  943-4200 Ext. 505 (work)

Teachers: Juliet Deir Reema Habiby (substitute)
Lillian Derr Norma Meena
Emile Habiby George Shakkour
Najib Habiby

History: The Institute was mcorporated m Apnil, 1974,
and an adult program mn spoken and m modern standard
Arabic was begun in June of the same year. Lack of suitable
curriculum materials and trained teachers delayed starting a
class for children until September, 1975. The children's class
was started with an equal mix of monolingual and bilingual
students. Another beginners' class was added mn 1976. The
quality of teaching and of the curriculum improved through
1976-1977 as a result of the teachers' participation i the
FHAILS traming and exchange project. By the end of the
school year a steady enrollment was reached, with students
reflecting the motivating influence of program and teaching
developments.

Current Program. The Arabic school will continue to
provide learning opportunities in the Arabic language to
bilingual children and to some adults. A shift to monolingual
children 1s expected. New well-conceived curriculum
materials, utihizing audio-visual media will be introduced in
September, 1977. Thanks to the financial support of the
community, the school will be able to purchase and use
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