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conceives the ep isode as only anothe r tria l in Alphege 's passion. Fun her, he does 
nOI trv for comic effect b,' dwell ing on the indignities sufTered by the saint in his 

�j�o�u�r�n�~�\�'� through the mars'hl ands. Osbern says simply Ihat he who dared to tempt 
Ch rist in the dese rt led Alphege forth from prison and, after traversing many watery 
lands. disappeared (p. 139), 

One of [he grea test difTerences between the two Alpheges is t ha t Osbern's prO(ago-
niSI is cloquent. Whe n abandoned in [he �m�a�r�~�h�,� he composes a long �p�r�a�~�e �r� for 
divi ne �a�s �,�~�i�S�l�a �n �c�e �,� As soon as the angel appears the followi ng mo rning. Alphege 
�e �.�~�c�u�s�e�s� himsel f 10 the angel by saying that he did nOl flce [hc prison on his own 
accord. but. rather, because he thought thaI II \\as �G�o�d�'�~� will (p, I J9). 

Finally. Osbe rn 's angel �s�p�e�a�k�~� to thc saint in a ditTerent lone of ,"oitt, He calls 
him "amiec" an d palie ntly e,\plains Ihat thc dcvil used [his approach only because 
he was unsuccessful in his other. more dirc" t atlempts, AI Ihe end of Ihe passage, 
angel and sainI part from each olher on a happy note: " Elphegus igitur ad locum 
('ertaminis ab Angelo �r �e�v�o�(�'�a�l�l�l�~�.� lactus expcctabat horam. quo a Deo perciperet 
coronam" (p, 139). In short. link: humor is found in Osbern's aeeounl because 
throughom the passage Ihe audience is inliled 10 �s�~�m�p�a�t�h�i�l�.�e� \\ ith �A�l�p �h �~�l�I�e�.� not to 
distance �I�h�c �m �~�e�l�v�c�s� fro m him, Oshern docs his best to downplay Ihc potenlially 
elll barrassing physical d("t ails and 10 glori �f�~� the act ions of h is prot �a�g�o�n�i�~�t�.� I t was [he 
�S�'�~ �"�.� wriler.lhe n, who �s�e�e�l�l�1�i�n�g�l�~� first capi laliled on Ihc incident's comic polenlia!. 
Pcrhaps the SEL writer belic\cd thaI Ih," episode could be made into a harmless 
comic interlude a nd that Alphcge's c:v('.'ntllal good end, his �r�l�l�a�r�t�~� rdom, would 
redeem hi5tempora ry loss of dignity, G ive n the �h�i�s�t�o�r�i�(�'�a�l�c�o�n�s�i�d�c�r�a�l�i�o�n�~� discussed 
bela". �t�h�i�~� is likely, However. no co ntexlual �c�o�n�~�i�d�e�r�a�t�i�o�n�s� �j�L�!�s �t �l�f�~� Ihe comic 
degradalion of the sainI in Ihis particular paS'iage. The legend'" humor, then, 
sub I erts Ihe lege nda T) • s d idat't it mission. 

The com it effect . how(,"\"(::r, may have been unintended, T he me re dlO'erencc in 
knglh belween the SEL ['WI and ils �~�o�u�r�c�e� account\ for part of Ihc problem. 
"A bbrevia led legcndaries" were first crealed around 1250 and �a�s�~�O�\�.�'�i�a�t�c�d� with thc: 
mendicants,l . It has 101111 been tlea r [h a t t he SEL wrllers we re alllong these '·abbre-
vialors," who wished 10 make moral and theologicaltrxn more al ailable 10 the lav 
publil', While their goa ls were noble, my analysis sugge"I" th at. in the process o'f 
abbrcvialing the ir sources, Ihc) al times CUI away 100 much �c�,�~�p�l�a�n�a�t�o�r�\�'� malenal 
and left their tex IS "detruncata" or "Illutilated." a charge le\cled at �J�~�c�o�b�u�~� de 
Voragine by Ber nard Gui . I

' H) using simplification III order to reach a wider 
audience. Ihe SEL \Hi lers may al limes hale inadverten tly crea led inappropriale 
comedy and, Ihus, weakened thelT �l�e�x�l�~� as sacred biography, 

['en irthe humor 10 "St. AlphellC" is intended. ho\\cl('r, it d oc" 1101 �n�e�c�e�~�~�a�r�i�l�\�'� 
follow Ihal il is eilhcr blasphemous or �u�s�e�l�e�s�~�,� There is place for humor in rcligiou·s 
\\Tilings, M, Conrad H)'ers. for example, �a�r�g�l�J�c�~� thaI. although Ihe comic can pose a 
danger \0 thc sacred by ncgating Ihe proper distance be!\\ccil Ihe sac red and Ihe 
profane, Ihc sacred needs Ihe comic. " T he profanalion or the sacred:' h(' \\fltes, 
�"�k�e�e�p�~� the religious cosmos and thc moral cosmos both �p�s�~�.�.�:�h�o �l �o�g�i�c�<�.�t�l�h� and 01110-
logically buman" by del1alinll religious �p �r �e�t�e�l�l �l �i�o�l�J�~�n�e�~�s�_ �l �.� In "SI. �A�l�p�h�~�t�"�"� �~�a�i�n�l�

hood is humanized �t�h�r�~�u�g�h� laughtcr: b,ut in, the ('Ontexl of the \\ hole legend. Ihis 
laughter IS grounded nell her III unbcllct nor In the Intenlion 10 �b �l �a�s�p�h�e�m�c�, �l�~� �T�h�u�~�.� 

although thc comi..: hcre breaks hagiographical decorum, il �r�e�p�r�e�"�c�n �l �~� merelv a 
shon interlude in the serious "ork of tea tiling and cdlfication Ihal is l'arried oui in 
Ihe legendary as a whole, 



II' 
Ik «lural comic de\",~ In I he Sr: 1 '" "SI. \' 111\:('111" h c\3ggl'ral cd r('pc! 11 ion In 1 he 
~rulil contes( of wills bc!\\.cen the C\ 11 prefect. Da~·lan. and Vm\."cnt. The [\\0 
,nl'JOnlsls clash sc\cn Ijrnc~. and. once begun. Ihc\c rollndo; follo\\ cadI other 
q ~tdh In Ill( space of one hundred line .. , VHll'l'Jl\ I, ~courgcd 1\\ icc. hung on a 
JlbKl. burnl.1 the o;talo.c. rn~ on a \\'Illte-hot gnll. "pn n ~lcd \\ IIh ... alt. and Ihro\\n 
I.!oad.r~ pn~n ~Il",o ful of~ .... wrdc, pomlc~ I-PI 3\c: a<;c mcdc h fill ofgra~:':11 
f).(SFI account contain ... In fac io morC' torture .. for \ !Ocenl than [he a('counh In 

c:ll1c-r Prudent ius' Pl'rlllt'pltan(JII or Ja\:obu" de Vor,Jgmc\ I t'x('lIda Ilm"o:1 Ho\\ -
eler.mere multiplication oflonurc~ In "acTed blogrOlph~ '" not d ... j&n ofco1l1('d~. A ... 
Dtkha~t' has nOled. sancd blographero; IllUlllpllCd lortllre~ 10 " llllpro\t:'" Iheir 
XWUAt, and to increase edifi(atlon (pp. 107- 10). rhe ~eriou~ne~ .. of Vln(ellt"~ 
[ortur~ .... ould M unque~tlOned If II ""erc not for other (mUll' llle(halll'Ill'i III the 

IltlleSJ:/ Oat'ian i\ de.rI~ a l'OIllIC character hel'au\e throughout the Icgcnd he 
)ron'1antl~ degraded . He begm, ,h a .... df-(onl'ident ruler. but ." hi .... hel1chmen fall 

111m. he IS put !nto the hunl1lllllng po~ltlon of haling 10 lorturc IH'; OlIn mel1 a, 
punl~bmenl for t hci r incompetence. Dal' ia 11', fru,t rat iOIl grOll' 11 11111. an ef appl~ i 11& 
\Clcn Ineff(:(:tlle torturc~, he t'3pltulale~ :Ind ordcr, Vincent placcd 011 the soft bed 
"'here lite m3n~r finall~ d Ie" o\fter "!nt'cn! I' rcpon ed dcad, Danan allempt~ 10 
:Ulel~efinal 'ictor~ b~ detiling the ~alOt" .... (orp .... e, Nc\erthdc~ .... , hi .... altempbtodo 
'-0 1 .elltabl~ fa il. and hc i\ led 10 3 final c r) ofdc\p3Ir: "'AI3'>, ala .... : lx: king sclde: 
'" ~hlme and tK" ~hondel I \\ e ne 1l10\\C hun ncuere ollcr-co me : qUl~ ne ded. a-

"Allere 11( I-Iondc'" (line, 163--64). A man ~o pOI\crlc" Ihal hc \.'annOI elen defeat a 
rorp<,c IS Indeed pitiful . but the S1:'1 audicIll"c I .... nowhere 111\"lICd to cmpathw; 111Ih 
Dlctan, Ralher. becau\c he I~ a 'IQ('~ I ilia in. the audlcncc 1\ di~lanccd from hi ~ 
\Un'cnnas, me) laugh, Ihen. al h" degrada\lon . The) laugh out of a sense of 
~UpcTlonl ~. Ihey laugh 31 the Incongru il) of Ihc PO\\ crle~~nes~ of \\ orldly poller: and 
I~ laugh II hi! Ihoulhtle,~. !nela .... t.\.· behal lor, 

If Da(ian is a (""oml~' bun'oon In '·S!. Vint·cnl."' I[ '-"auld ~CCI1l \0 folio .... thaI 
\lac('nl, thc "he ro." ~holiid be taken 'cnou .... ly . Il owclCL there is ,-,I,dcntt in the 
l~llhll he. 100. eilhcr purpo~cI, or inad\erlenll~. ma~ be (."omir.: . On Ihc onc hand, 
Ik SFI .... riler<: are dcarl~ 1~'il1g to prc\ent Vincent 35 a heroic mart~r . who. 
~IXOfdtn, to F, J . E. Rab~ . 15 

·ul lll'fi\I\ e '>OldlCr or !;lIth I e;llTlrs" 11l1l:0Il1pronlli.ng. proud lIlId \ .olenl. he- I~ ;IIIYlI)s 
1lM~ oflhe S.tU;lluon. lie I~ \\fon" hi .... e-nel1llb ;lire f«bk '\'0 lonure (:lin d;llunt him: Ihe 
ruhCf of hl~ JudlC Ii po\'erh:'~' f'cn to de\ "c :I lorture "hll"h can produce nlOre Ihan • 
«KllttnpluOU\ snllle-, In the agon~ of d("3Ih. he .;alnll\ addrC"Ss6"hl~ lorm("ntoo. oncn at 
I tdlOlJ~ lenglh . [Thel ("nd (0111C. onl~ ... h("11 hl' hoU ~~ld enough."" 

lfone c .\dude~ the la<:1 .... Clllcnee. Ihi~ i" an apl dc~cription of thc SEL SI. Vincent. 
OlllhC other hand, ho""c\cr,lhc Ic"t nc\"er gelS far Into a jU511 lic31ion of Vince~t"5 
"Wennlo;. ;-..IcIer. for c'(amplc, does II go bc~ond the surface Ic~'d of~he narra.l1o,n 
to ron~plcuou\ l y Ilork al 1l~ pre .... umed goal of ed,ficallOn, NC\.c,r 15 the saini 5 
1~lcnopllon olTered a~ 3 forum for thcologlcal and moral scrmOI1l7.lng. NCler does 
\Idcenl addres~ hi" tormenlors "31 tediolls lenglh" allhou,h, as ~Iehaye r~mlrks. 
tli( SImI', lll te-rrogal ion II:lS I radii ;ona lly 3 fa \lOrtIC. place ~or haglojra~he~ el~bo. 
'" II ' , d 106,. Slripped of the ir IheologlCal ratlonale.lheslInl sactlons lon, ~ rf.t;'11 t;'1. p, . C ' h h 5EL ' 
ICtm lU~1 8" ludil"TOlld) rcpclLtloliS as Ihose of Da(·lan. rlvcn t at t e, .s an 


