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A Study of CFL Teacher Competency in the U.S.:
An Overview of Professional Guidelines, Resources,
and Standards

Haixia WANG (University of Pittsburgh)
Gang LIU (Carnegie Mellon University)
Shungin LI (Cleveland State University/Yunnan Agricultural University)
Lingjing LUO (Cleveland State University)

ABSTRACT

Chinese as a foreign language (CFL) is a critical language in the United States, and the
importance to have competent CFL teachers has been more and more realized. However, the
literature does not show sufficient research on CFL teacher competency. To fill the gap, a series
of exploratory research studies are initiated. As a part of the initiation, this study overviews the
professional guidelines, resources, standards and requirements for CFL education in the U.S. at
the national and state levels. The findings will be useful for designing teacher education program
and teacher training program. In addition, student teachers, pre-service teachers, and in-service
teachers can also use them as great references for their academic and/or professional
development.

Keywords: Chinese as a foreign language, teacher competency, standards, guidelines,
professional development

1 Introduction

In recognition of its importance in an increasing global economy and national security,
U.S. State Department lists Chinese as one of the critical-need foreign languages and expands its
education through kindergarten, elementary, secondary, postsecondary schools, as well as
workplaces (U.S. Department of Education, 2008). With its expansion, the standards and
requirements for CFL (Chinese as a Foreign Language) education also change significantly over
the past few decades. According to The Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st
Century (ACTFL et al, 2006), foreign language education in the U.S. must change its focus from
teaching grammatical knowledge to helping students develop communicative skills and cultural
competence. This change of focus also takes place in CFL education.

Adair-Hauck & Donato’s (1994) study points out, foreign language learners are more
likely to develop communicative skills and cultural competence through learner-centered
instructional practices. To ensure an adequate amount of learner-centered activities are
incorporated into classroom education, Zhan (2008) suggests that we should first educate foreign
language teachers (through professional development) on the similarities and differences
between different pedagogical approaches used in different educational systems (e.g. teacher-
centered or student-centered). Zhan (2008) argues that teachers’ personal language learning
experience often has lingering but significant impacts on their instructional practice, and
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