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CLEVELAND, MONDAY, JULY 12, 1954

Phone CHerry 1-1111 I

SAW BAY HOME LIGHTED

\

“THESE PEOPLE NEED ME,” Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard said today as he saw patients
at Bay View Hospital for the first time since his wife's murder. Sheppard examined Miss
Olive M. Bright, 29-year-old Rocky River woman, for whom he planned an operation
to drain a brain cyst, (Story on Page 9).

| out the form of a person clad
| in dark clothes in the bedroom

T2:30, BEFORE MURDE

Lights were on in the Sheppard home between 2 and 2:30 on the murder morning,
The Press learned today.

The disclosure sent the investigation into the murder of Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard ,
off in a new direction. N :

Previously officials had been told Dr, Sheppard fell asleep on a downstairs couch
at 11 p. m. and was awakened from a sound sleep by his wife's screams around 4 a. m.

Bay Village police had information from neighbors that the Sheppard home at
28924 Lake Rd. was in total darkness before 2 a. m.

Seeing the lights was reported by Mr. and Mrs. Jay L. Bender of 294 Ruth St
Bay Village.

“This is very significant,”
said Coroner Samuel R. Ger-|#
ber, who placed the time of the |
killing between 3:10 and 4 a. m.
“It is very unlikely that a
burglar would enter a house
where there were lights on.”

The killing was reported by
Dr. Sheppard at about 35:50
a. m. He said he had been in- .
jured and knocked unconscious
twice while grappling with a |
maniacal murderer. '

“We were coming home
from visiting friends- in|:
Aurora,” Mrs. Bender recalled, |-
“Our  six-year-old daughler,‘:_
(Gay, was with us. I remember |
noticing that there weren't|
any lights on in the homes on|
Lake Rd. watil we got ta thei'

slieppard house,
Were White .t -~ |
Mrs. Bender recalis the
lighted rooms as the down-|

stairs study, -a living room|:
light and a third light on up-|
slairs, I

Dr. Gerber said a light had -
been buraing all night in al
lamp on a dresser in a sitting |
room on the second floor, near |-
the murder bedroom, but this|
was the first definite testimony |
that other lights were on in|
the house so close to the mo-[¢
ment of murder, ;

Tests by Bay Village police |
indicated that, with that dim |
light, it would have been im- |2
possible for anyone fto make

Ert

—although a white shirt would
have been visible.

Recalls Three Lights

Dr. Sheppard described the
assassin as' tall and bushy
haired, wearing a white shirt.

Mrs. Bender said she hadn't
reported the light sooner, be-
cause “it wasn’'t unusual fo see
lights on at night there.”

Dr. Gerber said he was in-
creasingly puzzled by the in-
ability of a fingerprint expert
to find “even the ordinary
prints that appear in any or-
dinary home” in the murder
house.

Meanwhile, County Prosecu-
tor Frank T. Cullitan rapped
what he termed “bungling” of
the investigation.

He said the killer's trail was
permitted to “grow cold” while
questioning of the hushand of
the slain woman was delayed

—

Turn to Page 8, Column 1
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Say Bay Home Lighted Near Hour of Murder

(Continued From Page One)

four davs last week while he
was cenfined to his family-
operated Bay View Hospital,

Investigators today continued
probing into the most intimate
personal details of the lives of
the 30-year-old osteopath and
his wife in.quest of informa-
tion that might help solve the
puzzling mystery.

Dr. Sheppard denied that
there was any “jealousy” in his
home.

He said many men had
“made advances” {o Marilyn,
but that his personal reaction
was that he was “quite pleased”
that others, too, considered his
wife attractive,

“I could wunderstand why
other men wanted to date her”
he said, “But she handled such

MRS. NANCY AH

ERN
told prosecutor how she
and husband spent social
evening at Sheppard home.

situations very well. T had no
reason to be jealous.”

Mavilyn, Dr. Sheppard told
the murder investigators, had
a pleasant way of fending off
the advances of other men,
with such remarks as: “Down,
boy. . . ' “Be careful, now,"”
. .« « or“Let's not break up a

friendship over some . silly
chatter.,”
A handsome man himsell,

Dyr. Sheppard had some discus-
sions with his wife about hig
relations with other women, he
told his questioners, but in-
sisted that she accepted his
honest assurances that there
wias no “other woman” in his
life.

“Marilvn is the only woman
I ever loved or will love,” he
insisted. ’

Assistant Prosecufor John J.
Mahon Ssaid several persons
who have been questioned in
the cage for information about
the ohce private lives of the
Sheppards would be asked to
sithmit 1o lie delector tests,

“It is a fundamental proposi-
tion that anyone telling the
fruth would have no fear of
taking a lie detector test or
assisting the authorities in any
way,” he =said.

Assistant Prosecutor Thomas
Parrino said the investigators
‘were “heginning  to  develop
sSame
The lie detector tests were be-
ing suggested, he said, because
of some diserepancies in vari-
ous statements.

Dr. Sheppard himself stuck
to his previous refusal to take
a lie detector test, “Because of
ihe emotinal strain I have suf-
fered,” he said, “the lie detector
would be very unrveliable, .

| Maid Questioned

Mrs, Elnora Helms, 43, of
2211 Brookfield Ave, a maid
who worked ene day a weelk
at the Sheppard home for the
| past two and a half years, gave
| a statement to Parrino today.

“They were like sweek
hearts,” she said, describing
the relationship of Dr. Shep-
parid and his slain wife. “They
had no problems that I knew
anything about.” :

Mrs. Helms said she and
Mrs.  Sheppard worked {o-
gether in cleaning. She had
high praise for her former
employer.

Parrvino  said Mrs. Helms
gave him “some information,
{ but nothing of a startling na-
'r fure.”

pretty fconerete ideas.” §

ously denied this when ques-
tioned.

Dr. Sheppard said ducing a
nine-hour interrogation Satur-
day at the Criminal Courts
Bldg, that Marilyn, who was
four months pregnant at the
time of her death, had learned
of her approaching parenihood
two months earlier, when ex-

FRIEND Donald Ahern ar-
rives at Criminal Courts
Bldg. to repeat account of
evening party at Sheppard
home,

amined by her fatherlnlaw,
Dr. Richard A. Sheppard.

Eaton said maintenance men
who cleaned mearby Hunting-
ton Park will be interviewed to
see if they have any informa-
tion that might help.

Cullitan said he and his staff
had not been called in on the
early phases of the investiga-
tion. In fact, he said, they
learned about the murder only
by reading the newspapers.

Mahon added thai “the psy-
chological time” to press the
fquestioning of Dr. Sheppard
was immediately after the slay-
ing, while the vivid memories

fl(:-‘L

were fresh in his mind.

Dr. Gerber polnted out that
Dr. Sheppard was quizzed im-
mediately after the murder,
and gave virtually the same ac-
count he now is repeating.

“This,"” Dr. Gerber added, “is
the first time in my 19 vears
as coroner that the prosecutors
have ever taken part in the in-
vestigation of a crime hefore
an indictment was returned,
with the exception of some po-
lice cases and others that the
prosecutor initiated.”

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ahern,
friends of the Sheppards, who
were at the home until pos-
sibly four hours before the
murder, were questioned sep-
arately by Parrino today at the
prosecutor's office,



l Will Visit Hospital - |
‘ Depuly Sheriff Carl Rossbach
and Bay Village Police Chief |
John Katon planned to question
| staff members of the Bay View
Hospital and Bay Village|
neighbors of the Shepparvds.

An effort also will be made
ito contact a former hospital
employee, Dr, Sheppard said he
drove her to 4 wedding in 1950 |
and later bought a watch to ve- |
place one she lost there, This
gift, he said, was questioned by
Mrs. Sheppard, but it was “no
major disagreement.”

Dr. Sheppard tolkl Rossbach |
the woman now is married and
living in California.

Dr. Gerber ordered that no
one but investigators he per-
mitted to enter the Lake Rd.
murder house, The ban in-
cludes Dr. Sheppard and mem-
bers of his family.

Bloodstains on the back
porch and the stairs Jeading to
fhe second floor bedroom were
analyzed carefully, but the
tests answered none of the
| case’s puzzling questions, Dr.

Gerber said.

Nothing of significance had
resulted from analysis of a
| pair of pigskin gloves owned
| by Dr. Sheppard found near
| the beach house, the coroner
| said,

Sand Found in Shoes

He added that sand had been
found in Dr. Sheppard’s shoes,
worn at the time of the slay-
! ing, This substantiated part of
Dr, Sheppard’'s account of how
he chased the assassin down fo
the beach, where he said he
was knocked unconscious in a
desperate struggle.

Investigators also were 1un-
ning down “all possible leads”
on anyvone who might have had
a real or imaginary grievance
against Dr. Sheppard and his
wife. |

One voluntary informant
|:-uggestwl that a former pa-
| tient was disgruntled, but the
| former patient named vigor- |
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