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The Teachings of the Odd-Eyed One: A Study and Translation of the Vir-
apaksapancasikha with the Commentary of Vidyacakravartin. By
Davip PETER LAWRENCE. Albany: State University of New York Press,
2008. xii, 195 pp.

In his previous book, Rediscovering God with Transcendental Argument
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1999), David Peter Lawrence pro-
vided a broad overview of Pratyabhijiia epistemology and ontology in dialogue
with Christian theologies of the divine logos. In The Teachings of the
Odd-Eyed One, he presents the philosophical psychology of the Pratyabhijiia
School of Saivism with a study and a translation of the Viripaksapaicasikha
(VAP), composed in the eleventh or twelfth century CE, along with a commentary
by the South Indian exegete Vidyacakravartin (ca. fourteenth century CE), the
Viripaksa-panicasikhavivrti (VAPV).

Lawrence’s first published translation of the Tantric “contemplative manual”
and its commentary is divided into two parts: Part I consists of four main chapters
detailing the context of the VAP within nondual Saiva theology. Additionally, a
short fifth chapter addresses issues of translation. Part IT contains the translation
of both the text (VAP) and the commentary (VAPV). Lawrence’s translation of
the VAP and the VAPV is based for the most part on the version that is found
in the Tantric anthology Tantrasamgraha (ed. M. M. Gopinatha Kaviraja
[Varanasi: Sansar Press, 1970]). However, Kaviraja’s version is not a critical
edition (p. 57).

The first part of The Teachings of the Odd-Eyed One provides a succinct
account of the intellectual and social history of the nondual Saiva traditions.
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