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DR. SHEPPARD REFUSES TO TAKE
TRUTH SERUM IN MURDER PROBE
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Cites ‘Uips'efd
State of Mind,’
Moritz Says

BY HOWARD BEAUFAIT
Dr. Samuel M. Sheppard today flatly rejected two pro-
posals that he submit to a “truth serum” test in the scien-
tific search for the murderer of his attractive wife. 7

Dr. Alan R. Moritz, nationally known erime ex-
pert, announced that the prominent Bay Village
osteopath had declined the test on advice of his at-
torneys.

Coroner Samuel R. Gerber and investigators said the
serum would have made possible questioning of Dr. Shep-
pard in a semi-conscious state in the hope of throwing new
light on the 17-day-old mystery.

Dr. Sheppard gave these three reasons for refusing
.the truth serum proposal:

HE HAD ALREADY been subjected to interrogation
after the crime and while he was under barbiturate seda-
tion, and he regarded that as equivalent to truth serum
questioning.

HE CANNOT FACE further mtermgntlon because he
is-still emotionally upset and his state of fatigue makes an
ordeal of this kind impossible. -

HE IS RELUCTANT to put himself in a position where
he might involuntarily incriminate innocent people.

Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard, 31, was found brutally clubbed
to death in the bedroom of her home at 28024 West Lake
Rd., Bay Village, before dawn July 4.

Her husband said he was sleeping on a down-
stairs couch at the time when he heard his wife moan
his name. He said he ran upstairs to see a man bend-
ing over her bed in a split second before he was
knocked uneconscious.

When he came to he said he ran downstairs and pur-
sued the killer down the steps to the beach where he was
again slugged into unconsciousness.

In suggesting the truth serum, Dr. Moritz hoped that
details that Dr. Sheppard may have forgotten about the
clubber he said invaded his home might be brought to light.

Dr. Moritz pointed out that in the period between un-
consciousness and returning consciousness a person often
develops a blind spot in hie. attempt to remember what
| happened and what he saw. o

Dr. Sheppard on two previous
'occasions while being questioned
about his wife's death refused to
take lie detector tests on the
grounds that his highly emotional
state would make an accurate read-
ing impossible.

Serum Is Barbiturate Drug

“Truth serum” is the popular
term for a barbiturate drug known
| medically as sodium pentothal, It
is injected into a suspect's vein
and projects the person into a
twilight state between two worlds
'—the conscious and the uncon-
scious, Its conventional and most
common use is as an anesthesia
in surgery.

The serum has been used in
many murder cases to dredge a
suspect’s subconscious mind fo
bring to the surface things that
have been unremembered or half
forgotten. More often than not
it has been effective in proving
the innccence of a person sus-
pected of serious crime,

The “truth serum” has been par-
ticularly effective in cases where
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