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Sex in China. By ELaINE JerFrEYs with HaiQinG Yu. Cambridge, UK: Polity
Press, 2015. ix, 232 pp. ISBN: 9780745656144 (paper).

Sex in China introduces readers to various aspects of contemporary Chinese sexual
culture since the 1980s. In the introduction of the co-authored book, Elaine Jelfreys and
Haiqging Yu make it clear that they aim to challenge the “sexual revolution in China” nar-
rative, which “suggests that sex was repressed by the Communist Party-state during the
Mao era,” but “the ‘natural’ desires of the Chinese people are now being liberated as a
result of the loosing of the govermnment controls and the introduction of modern
western influence” (p. 4). Argning against the essentialist understanding of preexisting
“natural” sexual desires, the authors want to situate “China’s changing sexual culture,
and the nature of its governance, in the socio-political history of the PRC” (p. 9), and
contend that the recent “government policies, whether intentional or not, have played
a significant role in promoting a new model of sex for leisure and pleasure in China”
(p- 8). However, as the book is focused on the relorm period, it does not give much atten-
tion to the thomy issue of sexual repression in the Mao era.

Chapter 2 supports the book’s argument well by using [our stories to show how the
government’s policies, especially the one-child policy, and state economic decisions came
together with conventional social norms to shape heterosexual marriage and parenting
practice in China: Jeffreys and Yu discuss the marriage of a “leftover woman” (p‘ 37),a






	Sex in China (book review)
	Original Citation
	Repository Citation


	tmp.1628799270.pdf.YV3LF

