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Through the Ivory Curtain: African
Americans in Cleveland Heights,
Ohio, before the Fair Housing
Movement

J. Mark Souther

In 1957, Urban League of Cleveland secretary K. C. Jones spoke at a housing conference called
by the Cleveland City Council’s urban redevelopment committee. Jones assured those assembled
that they were “completely able, if willing, to strike down the ivory curtain which is at present
surrounding the city and preventing qualified colored citizens from living in a location of their
choice.”! With the “ivory curtain,” Jones adapted Cold War imagery to dramatize the racial sepa-
ration between the city and its suburbs. Suburban exclusion was real, but as Cleveland Heights
Mayor Ken Nash observed later, “We’ve always had a number of Negro families in the Heights.
And this is one of the things that people don’t understand.” Nash insisted that Cleveland Heights
did not face the “problem” that neighboring East Cleveland and Shaker Heights were having with
absorbing black buyers from adjacent Cleveland neighborhoods, thanks to the steep, wooded hill
on the suburb’s western edge, which one Cleveland Heights councilman called a “natural buffer.”
Still, they were not taking chances. Nash, whose administration worked “behind the scenes to
buffer our community,” lauded an urban renewal plan to demolish large homes along the suburb’s





























https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/%2523loc=










































https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8090-7056



http://chhistory.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/CHHS-News_Spring2007-HR.pdf
https://1940census.archives.gov
https://dsl
https://www.clevelandheights.com/243/Grand-Apartments
http://www.archivingwheeling.org/blog/



http://www.brooklyn.cuny
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
https://clevelandhistorical.org/items/show/447
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/
Ancestry.com



Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com



Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com



Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com



https://clevelandvoices.org/items/show/2413
http://diglib.mmc.edu/
http://diglib.mmc.edu/omeka/items/show/9556
ysnews.com/news/2009/12/gretchen-walker

	Through the Ivory Curtain: African Americans in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, before the Fair Housing Movement
	Repository Citation

	Through the Ivory Curtain: African Americans in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, before the Fair Housing Movement

