
Cleveland State University Cleveland State University 

EngagedScholarship@CSU EngagedScholarship@CSU 

All Articles Newspaper Coverage 

8-9-1954 

54/08/09 Sheppard Bed, Couch, Seized In Murder Hunt 54/08/09 Sheppard Bed, Couch, Seized In Murder Hunt 

Cleveland News 

Follow this and additional works at: https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage 

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know! 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Cleveland News, "54/08/09 Sheppard Bed, Couch, Seized In Murder Hunt" (1954). All Articles. 157. 
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage/157 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access 
by the Newspaper Coverage at 
EngagedScholarship@CSU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in All Articles by an authorized administrator 
of EngagedScholarship@CSU. For more information, 
please contact library.es@csuohio.edu. 

https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/sheppard_newspaper
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fnewspaper_coverage%2F157&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.csuohio.edu/engaged/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/newspaper_coverage/157?utm_source=engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu%2Fnewspaper_coverage%2F157&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:library.es@csuohio.edu


GLBVBLAND 

"A FRI E ND OF THE FAMILY" 

I 

FINAL 

Sports, Stocks 

Telephone: PRospect 1·4800 CLEVELAND, OHIO, MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 1954 Wirepbot.os, Exclusive Evening News of the Associated Press and International News 

' 

' 


Bay Hearing 

RulingPut Off 

To Thursday 


BY HOWARD BEAUFAIT 
The twin bed on ,which Marilyn Sheppard was beaten 

to death with 27 vicious blows was taken from her Bay 
Village home today to be held as eYidence in the circum• 
stantial murder case against her osteopath husband. 

Coroner Samuel R. Gerber who ordered the bed con
fiscated also had the couch, on which Dr. Samuel H. 
Sheppard said he was sleeping at the time of the crime, 
removed to County Morgue. 

As the death house furniture was being moved, Com
mon Pleas J udge Frank J . Merrick granted a defense 
motion to continue an affidavit, of prejudice hearing until 
Thursday at 10:15 a. m. 

De£ense Attorney William J. 
Corrigan told the court he did 
not have sufficient time to sub
pena witnesses for the hearing 
on the affidavit. 

Agr ee.s to Continuance 
Bay Village Law Director Rich· 

ard S. Weygandt told Judge Mer
rick that Corrigan had as much 
time aa. he bad to prepare for 
today's hearing, but agreed to 
the postponement. 

Corrigan said witnesses art 
necessary to prove his 1:0ntenUon 
that Bay Village Acting Mayor 
Gershom 1\1. M. Barber was not 
qualified to arraign Dr. Sheppard 
on a first degree murder warrant 
because he had made prejudicial 
remarks about the osteopath. 

The murder arraignment has 
been held in abeyance until the 
prejudice issue has been dis· 
posed of by Judge Merrick. 

Barber, who is normally presi
dent ·of Bay Village Council, is 
acting in a judicial capacity for 
Mayor J . Spencer Houk who is a 
close personal friend of the Shep
pards and a material witness in 
the murder case. · 

Mayor First at Scene 
Mayor Houk, summoned by 

Dr. Sheppard, was the first to 
arrive at the murder scene early 
July 4. The Sheppard home is at 
28924 West Lake Rd., two doors 
from the Houk home. 

The couch Coroner Gerber 
had removed from the home to 
the morgue is also part of the 
circumstantial evidence against 
Continued on Pa~e 5_. Column 1 
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'Murder' 
Bed Is 
Seized 

Continued From Page 1 

the murdered woman's husband 
Dr. Sam said he slept on the 

couch all night and ran up stairs 
when he was awakened by his 
wife's moans. Investigators said, 
however, a sport jacket was 
carefully folded across the couch 
and the sofa did not appear to 
have been slept on at all. 
Described 1'1arriage As H.appy 
Immediately after the murder 

the handsome osteopath de
scribed his marriage as happy. 
He said he was elated because 
Marilyn Sheppard was going to 
have another baby. 

But investigators said they 
have turned up at least five other 
women in the life of Dr. Sam, 
and a close relative of the dead 
woman cast further doubt on the 
happy marital status. 

The relative told police that 
in 1950 Dr. Sam wanted a divorce 
so he could marry another wom
an. The osteopath's relatives 
have sworn that it was Marilyn 
who was unhappy because she 
had difficulty adjusting to a doc
tor's hours and life. Dr. Sam's 
relatives said they talked Mari
lyn out of a divorce at that time. 

Refused to Answer at Quiz 
Marilyn Sheppard's reJative, 

who asked that her name not 
be disclosed, said that she was 
disappointed in Dr. Sam's be· 
havior since the murder. 

Dr. Sheppard has refused to 
answer q u e s t i o n s about the 
crime put to him by homicide 
detectives on the grounds that 

County Employes Frank Zager (left) and Regis Kennedy take Dr. Sam Shep
pard's couch out of the first floor horn e at 28924 West Lake Rd., Bay Village. 

he bas been advised not to talk 
by his counsel. 

"'!'hat's i,ot the Dr. Sam we 
knew," said the relative. "The 
man we knew would never have 
dodged an issue and be would 
have shunted aside any criminal 
lawyer as soon as bis feet were 
on the grou~d." 

Deputy Inspector James E. 
McArthur said that the woman 
relallve's statement had been 
made some time ago to police. 

Drop Quiz of Sheppard 
McArthur said that detectives 

had dropped their efforts to ques· 
tion Dr. Sheppard and "are build
ing up their case outside without 
talking to him." 

Asked if he thought he had 
the guilty person in jail, the in
spector replied: "We feel con. 
fident we have." 

Dr. Sam was visited by his 
brother, Dr. Richard N. Shep
pard, at County Jail this morn-1 
ing. The brother brought the 
prisoner several loose lemon 
drops he said his 10-year-old
daughter had sent to her uncle. 
Deputies, however, refused to 
permit the candy brought into 
the jail because it was loose and 
not in its original package. 
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