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CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER, FRIDAY, NOVEMEER 35, 1954

ADELSONTOUCHED
BY “STAGE FRIGHT

200-Time Court Witness
Cites Serious Role

BY SANFORD WATZMAN

Dr. Lester Adelson, Witness
Nn. 1 in the Marilyn Sheppard
murder ease and already a wil-l
ness at least 200 times before,
admitted he had had "s!age:
fright of a sort” when he took|
the stand vesterday. |

“I've addressed meetings of
» thousand doctors and being in
thiz court is my everyday waork,
but 1 don’t think T ever felt that
way since the first time I tes-
tified in a case,” the chief dep-
uty coroner said.

Dr. Adelson spoke so rapidly
at first that Norman C. Stern,
veleran court stenographer, had
difficulty keeping up with the
testimony. He slowed down aft-
erward and assumed hig familiar
courtroom rols of the untroubled
pathologist who has most of his
answers written down on a medi-
cal report. _

“Lived With Case” 1 IN APPARENT PAIN, Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard (behind the

“T've lived with this case for on "“The Effects of Poison,”| screen) holds his head as Dr. Lester Adelson Indicates with a
four months now,” the 40-year- “Sudden Death” and “Injury and | pointer the wounds which killed Sheppard’s wife, Marilyn.
old doctor® said. “Anyone in-|Cancer,” among others. He| Color slides of fthe victim were shown the jurors and Judge
volved in it must feel the serious | teaches forensic pathology and FEdward Blythin. Also in the skefch are a deputy sheriff,
responsibility he is facing when|legal medicine at Western Re- lawyers and Dr. Stephen A. Sheppard, brother of the accused.
he takes that stand" | serve University. Plain Dealer Artist Lloyd J. Slawson drew this sketch.

His testimony, he said, in- Dr. Adelson concluded with:
valves only the multiplicity of “That's all.” Then he began tes-
injuries, the severity of injuries tifying on the murder case.
end the cause of death. As chief aide to Coroner Sam-

But the expert on autopsies Uel R. Gerber, Dr. Adelson
had more tn sav after the wit- draws a salary of §13,000 a year.
ness path was administered. For| “It's a job involving public
eight minutes he recited his service, and I enjoy it.," he said.
qualifications in response to
questions hy Assistant County
Prosecutor John J. Mahon.

This is testimony that Dr.

Adelson does not always give.
His qualifications are so well
known in Common Pleas Court
that they are frequently stipu-
lated by opposing counsel.

But, as ane courtroom ohserver
painted aul, “Aothing iz being left
put in this trial”

Iis.l Dr. Adelson went down the

| He was graduated from Har-
College in 1935 and Tufts

edical School, Boston, in 1939,

e was an interne and a resident

hysician for two years at Hart-

rd Hospital, Hartford, Conn.

+  Served In Alr Force

After serving as an Air Force
rgeon in the South Pacific he
turned to Hartford Hospital,
here he was resident patholo-
for 42 months. In the mean-
he was a research fellow in

the coroner’s staff here
1950,

He is 2 member of the Cleve-
d Academy of Medicine and
he Cuyahoga County, Ohio
tate and American Medical
iations. He belongs to the
land and Ohio Society of
athologists.

Other professional affiliations

iety of Clinieal Pathologists.
iz a member of Alpha Omega
ha and Phi Beta Kappa, hon-
rary fraternities.

He has written learned papers
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