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Two white-haired legal adversaries f ought their final
courtroom contest today for the life or death of Dr.
Samuel H. Sheppard.
Chief Defense Counsel William J. Corrigan thundered
a vehement denunciation of Clevelancl newspapers and
tmblic officials.
Assistant Prosecutor Jolrn J. Mahon shoufocJ that
Dr. Sam had been prornn guilt~· of a ''foul act"-that
J1e "pounded the life out of a young woman on h er
bed."
And for that act, Mahon declared, the laws of Ohio
demand punishment.
He said the stale has proved tha.t Marilyn Reese
Sheppard was deliberately, il1te11tionally and brutally
murdered by her husband on July 4. The penalty for

first-degree murder is death in the electric chair.
Mahon said Dr. Sam suffered his injuries when he ·
went down to the beach, "pursued by his own con·
science," possibly to commit suicide.
The small courtroom was charged \Vit.h emotion as
the nine-week trial neai'ed its finale.
Judge Edward Blythin will hand U1e case to U1e
seven-man, five-woman jury for decision tomorrow
morning.
Dr. Sam, his brothers and sisters-in-law and several
members of the jury vvept as Associate Defense Coun
sel Fred W. Garmone pleaded for a quick acquittal.
Mal1on's \'oict> was vibrant with emotion as he
pointed repeatedly at the clef~ndant, shouting t h e ac
cusation tba.t Dr. Sam had plauted false clews and laid

\

do'l'\rit a smolie screen defense to escape punishment
for killing the wife who Jo,·ed hint.
Tile defense counsel, Mahon said, had talked about
everything but the fact that Dr. Sam was alone in
the murder home· with the victim and his sleeping son,
Sam (Chip) Jr.
"Who else was there to do it?" Mahon demanded.
Corrigan concluded his appeal for Dr. Sam's free·
dom by quoting the osteopati1"s words:
"Marilyn is with me now. . . . That's why I can
withstand this ordeal."
And he quotecl from a lette t· Dr. Sam wr9te to him
(Corrigan ) :
Jt
"There is only one Judge any of us shouJd trul~· fear

-and I face Him without apprehension. I am com·
pletely free of any desire for r evenge. I l1a.Ye no anger
in my heart. . . ."
Corrigan begged the jurors to forgive his own court
room tactics, and not hold I.hem against the defendant.
He reminded U1em of the Christmas season, said he
had not brought Sam's son into the courtroom be
cause he wanted justice-not sympathy, and asked
them to show the people of the world that "I.he Con·
stitution still Jives in Cuyahoga County."
Fa1' from being the vicious killer portrayed by the
prosecution, Corrigan said, Dr. Sam is the .innocent
\'ictim of a savage attack on t11e constitutional rights
T urn to Page 35, Column l

,_,r___ Sam and.Jurors in Tear~
D':Jring Final P ea----:by Corriga-n.,
(Coatiaued Fiom P-aze Oae)
of every member of the com
munity.
"Sam loved his wife!" Cor·
rlgan roared.
He brushed aside the osteo
path's admitted a1fairs with
other women with: ''The fact
that Sam Sheppard strayed is
no proof that he d~ not Jove
his wife, his child and hls
h ome."
Corrigan S!iid Dr. Sam had
been brought to trial because,
public officials yielded to news·
paper pressure.
He accused The Press of un
fairness to Dr. Sam "to sell
newspapers."
Standing directly beside Dr.
Sam, Corrigan dramatically
held the defendant's hands up
before the jury.
He llOOred the prosecuUon
claim that Dr. Sam. after de
voHng a day to saving lives as
a physician, bad brutally bat·
tered lWarllyn Beese Sheppard
to deat h "with these hands."
"With these beautiful hands,"
Corrigan said, "hands that
worked O\'er the sick and
wounded, bands trained to c-ure
and not to kill-Do you belle,·e
ltf"
Asslsta~t Prosecutor Saul s.
Danaceau leaped to his feet to
l>l'Otcst when Corrigan shouted
that a "hostile mob" had
threatened the Sheppard fam·
ily at the inquest conducted by
Coroner Samuel R. Gerber at
the Normandy School In Bay
VilJage.
'.'l was thrown out," Corrigan
said.
"There is no evidence of any
mob moving," Danaceau re·
torted. "I was there. I know.
• · .: You created a disturbance."
I was thrown out," Corrigan
repeated. "But I can't be
th~own out of this courtroom."
You could be i! you would
do the same things here," Dana· I
ceau replied.

Papers Not on Trial
·L ater, Danaceau, beginning
the state's rebuttal, declared
that Dr. Sam gieppard-not
the newspapers, the polJc:e or
Dr. Gerber-was the defendant
on trial for murder.
He Aid the Constitution in·
eludes a guarantee of freedom
o! the press, and The Press
had only voiced the sentiments
ot the entire community when
it demanded that a vicious
murder be solved.
Tears came into Danaceau's
, ~yl:'s as _he told the jurors:
~urder 1s murder, and i.f you
t.hmk we manufactured this
case ~or publicity, acquit this
mal'l immediately."
Danacea.u said Dr. Sam was
n~t o,n trial for his relations
w1~h 'other women"-but this
evidence had been introduced
to explain the background !or
murder. The prosecutor said
his own wiie "would have
!>roken my neck" it "I was do
ing the things that Dr. Sam
was doing."
Corrigan accused Mahon of
leap~ng . into the murder In·
vesttgat1on on July 7 because
he was then a candidate for
Coi:nmon Pleas judge-which
o!fJc~ he won in last month's
eleclton.
"There was publicity!" the
defense counsel taunted.

Wants Justice Done
Mahon replled that he had
been nominated for a judge·
ship Jong before the murder of
Marilyn Sheppard, and his sole
interest in the case was to
have justice done.
He stepped into the case on
July 7, he said, "to find out
why there W&!J no action" by
the suburban Bay Village
police !orce.
" A hfe had been taken,"
Mahon said. "We wanted to
know the answer."
Dr. Sam was arrested July
30--after the Bay Village City
Council had turned the invcsll·
gallon over to the Cleveland
homicide squad.

Paints Sam as Vidim
COTrtgan ~Id the jumra
spellbound-one man chewing
gum vigorously, the others
leaning forward in their seats
-as he pictured Dr. Sam .is
the tragic victim of circulation
hungr y newspapers, publicity
minded authorities, bungling
and incompetent police and
popular hysteria.
"Sometimes," he said, " l
think this trial has been sort I
ol a dream that I have been
Jiving In. I ask myself, could
it happen here? Could It hap
pen to ti.is young man?"
He waved his arms at news·
papermen covering the trial.
"Write this If you want to," he
shouted, a.nd told them that
th~ir newspai;en. had reported
the proceedings with "lurid
headlines, misleading head·
lines" that the jurors must I
have seen.
Corrigan asked the jurors to
abide by their oath to decide
the case only on evidence heard
in the courtroom.

I

Sneers at Polle•
"God help anyone in this com·
munlty U he bad to depend on
the P olice Department to pro·
vide protection under the Con·
stitutlnn," he said. "And God
help Sam Sheppard if he didn't
have a lawyer who would come
into court and fight for him!"
Corrigan challenged the llrOS·

ecution assertlo; that Dr. /Sam
could not be believed because
he 0.d lied under oath at the
Inquest about his relations
with Miss Hayes.
"Pd He under oath, too," Cor
rigan uld, "'and so would you"
-Jabblnc b.la fingers at the
Juront-r a &h e r than confess
" private alna" · before a hostile
audience of t500 people.
1 B e accused the Cleveland po
IJ1Ce, Dr. Gerber and the prose·
cutors of refWJlll_J to "admit

their ~take'' th eoncludJJJ.
that Dr. Sam was gullty, ui
attempting to force a contesalon from hhn, rather thaa
punu?:'g the traU of "the real
killer.
Their f inal arguments cli·
maxed long legal careers for
both 67-year -old Corripn and
64-year-old Mahon.
Habon, rnaklnc hla bundredth and last plea for a first
degree murder convlctlon, said
he had never before eJICOODt·

ered so <:lever and "cunning" a
detend-.t ln 22 years as a

svaeeernor.

A~dy sworn in as a Com·
mon /.>Jeas judge, Mahon will
leave. the prosecutor 's ottice
~fter the case is decided.
CGrrlian's final argument,.
was the supreme test of his
a~IUty to convince the jurors
that Dr. Sam's story of a
bushJ ·halred Intruder murder
lng :MMr llyn Sheppard was true,
and the state's theory that he

~llled

her himselr was I•lse.
Garmone disposed of Dr.
~am's affair with Susan Hayes
with the biblical · quotation:
"Let him who Is inn~nt cast
the first stt'ne."
He brought soJJs om Dr.
Sam and moisture to e yes of
his two brothers and isters-in
Jaw ln the coutroom..,-Dr. and
Mrs. Richard N. and Dr. and
Mrs. Stephen Sheppard - by
praising their family 11,yaJty.
Garmone begged t1* jurors

to permit Dr. Sam to "contlnue to do the many good
deeds that people have testi·
lied that he has done In his
young 31 years."
Tears came into the eyes ot

four members of the jury
three women and a man-as
Cannone concluded his appeal
tor acquittal with, "May the
Lord guide you and bless you.
Thank you."

