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CLEVELAND, MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1954

Phone CHerry 1-1111

...

Judge Talks
to Attorneys
on Deadline

...
JU ROR IN SNOWBALL FICHT might be the title of this picture taken this after

noon outside the Criminal Courts Building. The snowball tosser is Frank G. Moravec.
Smiling at his jest are (from left) Mrs. Ann W. Foote, Mrs. Louise Feuchter and
William C. Lamb, Jurors No. 7, S and 4, respectively. The jurors we re on their way
back from lunch.

Dr. Samuel H. Sheppard, virtually convinced that his
10-week wife mw·der trial will end with a "htmg jury,"
late today asked his attorneys to apply for bail "before
the second lrial."
Only a slender possibility remained that the deadlocked
seven-man, five-woman jury might reach agreement on
a verdict.
The grim determination with which the serious-faced
jurors were tackling their task was shown when, main
taining the secrecy of their deliberations, one of them
stepped out of the Jocked jury room to flush torn up bal
lots down a toilet.
It was believed that many ballots had been taken
but only the debating dozen knew on what issue, or how
the score stood.
Defense sources indicated that Dr. Sam-satisfied in
his own mind that U1e record four-day jury deliberation
probal)ly ruled out any possibility of an acquittal-was
anxious to press for discharge of the jury.
Judge Edward Blythin held a 4 p. m. conference with
Chief Defense Counsel William J. Corrigan and Chief
Assistant Pl'osecutor John J. Mahon.
Purpose of the huddle was to obtain the views of the
rival attorneys on whether lhe judge should ask the
jurors to say \\ hether their deadlock is hopeless, or if
they believe further deliberation may produce a verdict.
Both sides were in agreement that the jury has had
"about enough time."

Court Opens Next Month

Should the trial end with a jury disagreement and
dismissal, the r etrial would be set for the next court
term, which opens J an. 3.
" I don't want to wait this thing out in jail," Dr. Sam
sa id. "Can't I get out on bail?"
His attorneys assured him that-should a second trial
be necessary-they probably would file a bail applica
tion on J an. 3.
Dr. Sam was granted liberty on $50,000 bail by Judge
William K. Thomas last Aug. 16-but was re-arrested
the next day when the Grand Jury returned a first de
gree murder indictment.
J udge Blythin later refused bail pending the present
trial.
Under Ohio law, a first degree murder case defendant
is entitled to freedom on bail unless the "presumption of
guilt is great."
However, J udge Blythin remained "hopeful" that the
bail issue might not arise. He said there is still a pos
sibility that the jury may reach unanimity today.
Blythin insisted the record long deliberation was un
•Turn to Page 24, Column 1.

Dr. Sam Asks Bail,
Expects Hung Jury
(Continued From Pait Ont)

der:.tandable in 'ie\\ of the length aJtd complexit) of the
trial, but he too. &ppi.lcnUy was becoming impatient.
But he indicated he was prevared to ask the panel if

they want to give up or t-'On·
tinue debating .i.l the dead!OCJC

Toda~""

lon~er.
fir<.t mail delhery
in the form o! a: }.l'Ollg'ht .50 C.bri<..tma. card
que:.tion to the foreman be. to Dr. ~a.muel H. "hf'ppard""
ceU Jn the (ow1t;\ JaU.
lle\ed to be James C. Bird:
He al o wa_, ~rmlUed fo
"Be careful not to tell me
HOW )OU are \Otillg but p1oa:.e Tt'U'hP fhp \),lt-Or..,......bi'
indicate whether or not .., ou two brotbe~ and "~te.rs·in·
!l.'el that. with further delibt.;.a law and Gwllord R. Bron''
tion, you might be able to bi-. murdered "lfe'" uncle.
reach a verdict"
On the "foreman's answer \\-ill or lea!lng throu!?h religious Jlt.
hinge the judge'• Cutwe ac· erarure and Christmas card.;.
tlonHis brothers ~ed the ec·
Keep the Juron or dhmiss
ond-floor 1:orridor'.
them.
Dr. Richard N. Sheppard's
So !ar, the pokcr-!aced jur·
ors have furnished no clew as \\ait was interrupted by a telc·
to where they stand--Or \\-hat phone call from a man in Ak·
ron, wtuch reached him on th•!
issues thev''e dl.SCUSsed.
All thilr e).-pre.:.Sions told jud~e·... phone. The caner want·
was the tense and awesome ed to report that a fellow woLk·
resp~nStbility ot de c Id in g er or hi-; was "the real killer"
o! Maril~ n Sheppar<l.
whether Dr. Sam ls guilt).
But he roid Dr. Richard that
fourth Day of Study
he had already ~hen his in·
The deadlock~ Jurors be&an formation to the poll~d
their fourth day's deliberations the older brolher hung up.
Coui1houi,e nerves were
behind locked doors at the
Criminal Courts Bldg. at 9.10 !rayed by the Ion~ wait !or the
jurors to rule whether Dr. Sam
Lm.
There was & npple of ex killed hi,. wile. ~aril):i, on tne
citement in the courtroom morn.ins: o! Jul~ !.
when the buzzer !rom the j~·
Defendant Calm
room sounded oU loud and
clearly at 11:38 a. m.-but it
The calmest pers0ns present
turned out to be another I~ seemed tt> be Judge Blythin and
alarm.
the )OUth!ul de!endant.
MACter aU.'' Bl)1hin said,
Bai11t! Eddie Francis. \\ho
rushed up to the deliberation ..tbls lriaJ ha bttn going on
room, reported that it \\as a lon~ tbne. The jurors ha\e
"probably a i.hort circuit-no heard i.e\ en weeks of te..u.
body In the jury room touched mon)-. Jt takes time to enlu·
the button."
ate it and deliberate. Jl aJwa~·"
Be!ore goine: to lunch at the takes time for 12 people to
Sh an g b a i Re>-taurant. 21-12 reach an agrttnl'"nl."
Rockwell A' e.. the jurors
Dr. Sam during his court
.stopped at the court clerk's room appearances when the
orcice lo draw their "pay" !or jury wa di-;mb~ed !or lunch.
the past week-S30 each.
dinner and the e\"ening, gave
They seemed to be.chatlln~ no out\\ard sign of the strain
amiably and ::ood·natured l~. Of wa.itin~,
\\-1th no cliques or clea,·a~e ap
The defendant cluH~ned a cru·
cifix as he scrutinized the .face:
parent to out:;iders.
o! the jurors.
Calls With Tip
Bly chin set a Criminal Courts
E'en Dr. Sa.m's m~t ardent Bldg. precedent when he ke]>t
supporters conceded prfrately tt1e juror' deli!>erating Sun·
that the best the accused osteo day. When they \\ere brought
path can hope !or is a ''hung info the courtroom at 6 o'clock
jury"-whlch would bring him List night. Blylhin told them:
to trlal again some time neA1:
"It's Sunday evening. The
leat".
"eather .. not pel'fect. I :::.u.g ·
While !hr ju~· debated h .s gt!~t th11t ~·ou ha\e dinner t~
doom or deliverance, Dr. Sam gether, take the rf'o;t of the
sprawled on the bed in his evening orr and return at 9:15
!ourth·floor cell, either dozmg a. m.•.. 0
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