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Let·ters Written Jail 
Bare Sheppard Feelings 

•
Ill 

Bl' SE\'ERll\'.0 P. SEVERISO 

The private letters of Dr. 
Sam Sheppard - innermost 
thoughts of a man on trial 
for his life - were revealed 
todav. 

Wr;lten from hi~ jail cell to 
Mr. and :\lrs. GuiUord (Bud> 
Brown, Marilyn's aunt and uncle, 
the letters \\ere given for exclu· 
sive publication lo The News. 

His unsteady scrawl bared the 
feeli ngs of a man bemq tried for 
murder-"like a patient about to 
undergo serious surgery, but 
11 ilhout an anesthetic." 

Talk! About Chip, lllarll)n 
He tapped deep emotions to 

talk about bis son Chip, his slain 
wife Maril~ o, his devoted family 

He discussed the Jury, Jud~e 
Edward Bl)Lhin. the people in 

court. other pri~ner'-, the kind 'IRS. GLlLFORO (8 u d) DR. A\1-he sent letter". 
and toui?h deputy sheriHs. llro\\ o-She rttei\ ed lhem. 

The Browns are the only rela· 
til"es of ~arilrn "ho have re­
mained at Dr. Sam's ~ide i.ince 
the day of the murder. Mn. 
Brown has been a frequent visit· 
or in the courtroom, sitting with 
Dr. Sam's brothers and their 
wives. 

Also loyal lo Dr Sam was Mari· Here are excerpts from letters which Dr. SamuelJyn's grandfather, Harry Blake, 
who died ju,t Ja.~t \\eek. l tr. H. Sheppard sent from hls County Jail cell to his 
Blake made bi,, home '' ith the wife's aunt and uncle. )Ir. and ) In;. Guilford 
Browns and is frequently re· Brown. They are being published with the per· 
Continued on Page 1 l Column 1 mission of the couple. 



Shefl1iard's Letter 

Bare His Feelings 


Cenli11ued From Pa;e J. 

ferred tn in Dr Sam's letters 11slual«> my actions and response. 

"Grampa" or "H.P." or Grand· They see 11 lol nf men in here 

dad. and come to be pretty good 


PaPtr Scarre IA .Jail jud~cs of pe~onaUy. One of 

Here ire llme of the letters: them came back every e\-enin~ 


Dear Mary and Bud: dunni; tht bail bearinlf (makill: 

There ~eems to be a momen· a special trap} and .said, "Well, 

urv dearth nC paper at the mo- Doc l hope you arcn t here when 
meal J'\·e CJ\t'D a fol of my pa· l Ct>me on tomorrow.~ 
per away and the alty's are send- Tb~ other ~en 111 here teU me 
ini: mort an. , 0 thotU!hl \OU that iS «nmeth1n:i unheard of for 
nugbl lake to see some of Chip's anv dep.uty to commit h11n.sell _1n 
paper~ anyway. (Ed Note: This any ~a) · A Cew nf the depu1.;1cs 
letter wu written on the back on this Iloor aro -- and enJDYI 
af hi~ ~on Chap's homework pa· tendin( thf' mrn locked up for 
per Ythtch bad been <ent to Dr Ithe pure jny of I• The-.e men 
Sam) "~' eral of hi~ pictures an- truthfully tlle a ~orant on_l!s 
and ~ape.rs are an the wall ol m) and are but toleraled and ig· 
cell. n·~ remarkable bow much nored. 
little thing.~ hlte Uut mean at Will close now. Much love to 

. lik th• 	 }OU all.a 	timeeu.. s.t 
Th1> pi~ is really ptt{ttt The Hello to Crampa and c:.01 

atrai~hl one~ are no good al 
night and neather are the com· Bail's \\"eel. 's tnd 
pletcly bent ones (have one Dear l\lal'y, Bud, & Grampa: I 
here). Thu new one is just. right Well, one week nf the big hai;. 
o~ my c~n whale rudiing al l ~el 1.~ O\ l!r. I hope tbe prospt!Ct· 
night. Jt 1s ,-ery cool and dry 1\·e Jurors are as hnoest md fair 
for a new pipe, loo. I <till have u most of tht!m appear to hr. 
the ol.her tittle pipe you gave me. l hna~hcd off your box or pou. 
Bud. It must be in the rack al lo chaps last nighL and they really 
the house. 	 helP-fre~b'I I.\pprecU.t~ Cirls' ' Sote received a •onderful note 

A ,-e.ry nke note ca.me t.od.ly from Alan Da\-is. • bo was my 
from two 'irls that \\'Ork with boyhood pal and teammate . Re 
you Bud. These expressions ofl as now a Method1St muuster 
eon11dence are appreciated very Have received so many wonder·J 
much-& hope >·ou'IJ hue a ful lelten and many from com· 
chance tn thank Owm. They 0~1 plete trani;us who have !a.1th in 
viously thank a ;:re:at deal or you. me. Help~ a lot. 

The people 1n the courtroom 
'Many tames. as you recall, are so joyCul 1nrl smiling, includ· 

.Mary. I _made comment to youl ins.t the judge, that I am deeply 
and l\Jar1i)n on the remarkable sickened. 
and 'AOndertul i;uy you hne Part of the t eni;th th t I 
Yoa botll are pretty fortulLlte. <eem to b•\ .___r - l 1th. 
l .d • 1 l . I to - • e ...,~.. .enen or lS

Si~ . l ~ qune P llJl ortfl'a! Grampa i• due t11 tbe 
e'~?ont Crom \\here J.lanlyo re- kno\\led'1e that ~nu are w1lh me. 
ceaved her . supreme q~alitaes I won't let you down. Lov t0(Loyalty, faith. adjuslab1licy, and aJl e 
m~t o! all, cta.•llity). Sam 

Looks as though lhls trW_~ Hello c..rol 
101n~ lo be something. The WJde TOlfORBOW- Wbt doe! 
publicity may be good or bad. I 
try not to dwell on it. 

Tells of Fullngs 
I !eel likt a patient must !eel 

who is going tn undergo a seri ­
oos 'Ur;;l!ry. The only trouble 
is that I am not given the bene­
fit Of In ane~thetic. (I have 
faith that if lhe patient d~n·1 
expire dae to 6.bock in tM midst 

• ~P••*"ure the ~ 
Ehould be ~UCCC·~Cul 

Haven't wriltcn to mother late­
ly bccau~t> about all I have lo say 
lS to rea. sure her that I'm OK 
11 ) ou ha\·e ~ moment l\larr. you 
mighr just ull to say rm doing 
alraghL Hello to Grandad and 
Carol. Love to 111. 

Sam 
PS Sbartd ,your apples with 

!Ome or the fellows here who 
have no one to sead thlnp. 
They all \HDled me to expres.;I 
thanks. SS. 
Dear Mary and Bud: 

Todav's Pl.a.in Dealer earned 
~ edltonal "•lhllle b.Ue The 
OrdeaJ of the Fa.mil~·. t ditln·t 
care for the a~~ocaation with a 
l7·~ear-0ld armed robber, but he 
\\ a!I u~ed a~ an ex.ample. The 
commendation an re!?erdl! tn lht 
~irl! and Dad •as ~ood But he 
ldt O\ll the mO!t wonderful an.es 
or all . It 1~ ju~t as "ell your 
name!; \\ere not mentioned for 
publication. but the surge of 
emotion I felt 'Ahile rl!ading this 
w1s for )OU t\\o and Gram~. 
more even than Cor lhe others. 
If you haven l read this please 
do. knowing how I feel. 

I was siven a cha.nee to call 
moth'T 1oru2ht <:Lnce ~he hasn't 
bftn able to \i.<l t here. ,rd 
rather she wouldn•t C"lne hue). 
Chip and I had a n1re talk and 
he counded wonderful. Was 
,;ood to hear his voice 

\'isited lty Brother 
Am 11.,... read102 " Look b~· the 

llountam and it's pretty good 
Was glad to talk lo Grampa the 
other night. He wal! happy to 
report that you . aw Chip and ate 
'Ailh ham the otbtr nii:;hl 81!" 
voice sounds better than l'n 
beard it for some time. 

Ste\e \\IS 1n today and we gol 
a chance to have a long talk. 
llost of the deputy shenlls here 
are I.! nice u th"· datt b' 
Tbe lnow nr ha\ e come to eval 

Dr Sam fear" 
· · 
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