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Corrigan Resumes Cross-Examination

The fourth week of the wife
wmurder trial of Dr.:Samuel .
Sheppard opened at 9:20 a. m.
today with Dr. Lester Adelson,

. deputy coroner, on the wit_nes:i
* stand.

Defense Attorney William J.
Corrigan resumed his cross-ex-
amination of the medical ex-
pert, who performed the July

_ 4 autopsy on murdered Marilyn
Sheppard.

. Q.: As a county official, your

~ testimony in this case is sup-

* posed to be unbiased and un-
rehearsed, isn't it?

A.: T don't know what you
mean by unrehearsed, My tes-

_ timeny is unbiased and strictly
factual, !

~ Q. Since you left this court-

 room on Friday, have you dis;
cussed the case with the prose-
cution?

A,: Yes. Saturday morning 1
met Mahon, Danaceau and Par-
rino.

Q;: How long was that meet-

A..: One hour.

Q.: Did you meet with them
this morning?

AL Yen,

Corrigan sparred with Dr.

Adelson on the performance of

the autopsy as it related to
the brain and the hemorrhages
that were reported in the au-
topsy report. At several poinis
Ade]so? confronted with a de-
mand for a yes or no answer,
said that he just couldn't an-
swer the question that way.

Dr. Sam Pained

When Adelson described how
_ he sawed the top off of Mari-
lyn's head, Dr. Sam closed his
eyes and clenched his hands
beneath his chin, refusing to
look at the witness. This oc-
curred several times when Cor-
rigan mention, “Now Mrs.
Sheppard's body was lying
down,” and Adelson replied,
“Yes, face up.”

Q.: You are familiar with a
spinal puncture, doctor, are
You not?

A.: Yes, sir.

Q.: In that operation you

puncture the back through—

(Corrigan turned to Dr. Sam
“What is that, the cerebrum,
doctor?” he asked Sam. He had
a 30-second conference with
Sam before finishing his ques-
tion.)

Q.: You can puncture in and
draw off fluid and determine
. the number of hlood corpuscles
that appear in it, can you not?

A.: Yes,

As Corrigan continued ques-
tioning: Dr. Adelson, Dr. Sam
moved up from his chair to the
chair beside Associate Defense
Counsel Fred Garmone and
started dictating to Garmone.

Q.: Have you done any work
on live hodies?”

Adelson’s answer was, “Yes,
I did clinical work before go-
ing into patholegy. In 1945, I
was in the service on medical
duty, both in combat and in the
states.”

Q.: As a pathologist, you
know that there is a method
of estimating through a spinal
puncture if blood is in the
fluid the amount of blood in
the brain?

A.: Are you talking about
living or dead now? Corrigan
said, “Dead.”

Q.: You did not take a spinal
test to determine the amount
of blood in Marilyn Sheppard’s
brain, did you, doctor?

A.: I had no reason to,

Q.: Answer the question,
you did not take a spinal test,
did you?

A: 1 did not.

Q.: You took the unscien-
tific way of estimating, didn't
¥ou, doctor?

Angered by Question

Angry, Dr, Adelson leaned
forward and started to say “I
hold myself . . .” Corrigan
broke in with, “Answer the
question, doctor, you took the
unscientific . . ." Assistant
Prosecutor Saul Danaceau
jumped up and said, “Let him
answer the question, you
asked it.” Assistant Prosecu-

tor Thomas Parrino was right .

with him. So Corrigan bowed
to them said said, “Pardon me;

stairs couch where he dozed off a fiw
family friends, Mr. and Mrs. Don A

OFFICIAL POLICE PHOTOGRAPH shows Dr. Sam Sheppard's jacket on down-
hours before his wife's murder. Sheppard
ern , were to testify today that Sam was asleep

on couch, wearing the jacket and a white T-shirt, when they left the house at
12:30 a. m. This photo was taken on the morning of July 4. '

gentlemen. After he answers L
can rephrase my question.”

Adelson continued, “I hold
myself to be a trained patholo-
gist and am proud of my ex-
perience and my life’'s work.
As a pathologist, 1 do .the
things which at the time seem
to me 1o be necessary.”

Q: Did you say that scrap-
ings from Marilyn Sheppard's
fingernails were submitted to
a microscopic examination?

A.: Scrapings were given to
someone else for this examina-
tion. :

Q.: Didn't you ftry to dis-
cover if there was skin or
blood that might have come
from scratches inflicted hy
Marilyn Sheppard on the man
who attacked her?

A.: It was not part of my
work to do this. It was done
by others.

Corrigan handed Adelson a
photostatic copy of the labora-
tory findings.

€Q.: Is there anything in this
report that makes any mention
of the scrapings under Mari-
Iyn Sheppard’s fingernails?

A.: Yes, the report says that
there were no significant fibers
or hairs found under the fin
gernails.

Q.: But you did not make
the examination?

A.: No.

Q.: Wouldn't you think it
would he very important for
vou to find out if the nails had
any skin or blood under them?

A.: Certainly—. Then he
was interrupted by Corrigan.
The prosecution attorneys ob-
jected, and when the guarrel
between the attorneys was
over, Corrigan asked the prose-
cution, “May I go ahead now?”

Parrino said to Corrigan,
“You seem to be doing pretty
well, Mr. Corrigan.”

‘A Lighter Touch

Corrigan leaned over, patted
the young attorney on the
head, and said “Thank wyou.

Thomas.” Even the jurors
smiled. ]
Q.: You did not make the

microscopic examination of the
nail findings because you had
been told when Marilyn Shep-
pard’s body was brought in
that Dr. Sam Sheppard had
murdered his wife and there
was no use of looking for any-
thing else?

A.: My only knowledge . . .

The three prosecution attor-

neys started to object and then
withdrew their objections and
asked Adelson to answer the
question.

A.: My only knowledge of
the case at that time was that
Mrs. Sheppard had been killed.
That her husband had been
hurt and was in the hospital.
I had heard of nothing that
would implicate Dr, Sam Shep-
pard in any way.

Q.: That's not what you told
me Friday.

A.: It is. I am not here to
try Sam Sheppard.

Q.: When you examined
Marilyn Sheppard’'s skull, be-
fore you took the scalp off,
did you determine that there
was a fracture in the front of
‘her head? .

A.: Yes. By looking and feel-
ing.

Q.: How did you feel?

A With my fingers.

Q.: Which finger?

Quarrel Ensues
Dr. Adelson smiled and hesi-
tated. :
“What are you laughing at?”
asked Corrigan.
The prosecution attorneys
came to the defense of Dr.

Adelson. When this quarrel
between the attorneys was
over, Corrigan said to Adelson:
“Just answer my question and
don't make a joke out of this.”

Adelson then answered: “I
use my whole hand, I don’t re-
member exaetly which finger.”

Q.: Did you know that yon
could take the whole front of
the head off and still not cause
death?

A In surgery?

Q.: Well, you were in the
Army. You know that men had
the whoele front of their heads
shot off and still lived?

A.: That is right.

Q.: You found the windpipe
full of blood?

A.: Yes, 2

Q.: And the lungs were full?

A.: Not full, sir, just an in-
creased amount.

Q.: Did you rule that out as
a cause of death?

A.: Not in itself, sir,

Q.: But you give only one
cause of death and that was
the head wounds?

A.: That is correct.

Corrigan then went back to a

meeting of July 16 in the coro-
ner's office of the coroner and
police officers.

Q.: At that meeting, all the

things that had been gathered

in this case were laid out,
wern't they?

A.: Yes.

{At this point Dr. Steve

Sheppard came up to the trial
table and talked to defense
lawyers, Parrino leaped to his
feet and shouted *“Objection.”

.Dr. Steve returned to the visit-

ors’ section in the back of the
courtroom.

Q.: At the July 16 mecting,
did you see something of a
woman's foot imprint in the
sand?

A.: There was a picture, I
believe. (No further mention or
questioning was made of the
woman's foot print.)

After the recess, Corrigan
asked permission to put some
more questions to Dr, Adelson,

Q.: In your official record
on the cause of Mrs, Shep-
pard’s death you say there was
a separation on the fronfal su-
ture?

A Yes.

Q.: You refer to the frontal
suture and the coronal suture
as the same thing?

A.r As I used them, yes.

Q.: That is the same as say-
ing six and eight are nineteen?

Judge -Blythin sustained an |

objection and Corrigan said,
“I am going to demonstrate
that the doctor is wrong. He
doesn't. know his anatomy.”

Corrigan walked up to the
witness chair, carrying in his
hand a text book on anatomy.

Q.: Isn't a book of anatomy
as necessary to a pathologist
as the criminal code in this
case is to me?

AT cannot discuss how
much you need the criminal
code.

Spar on Question

At this peint, Corfigan and
Dr. Adelson got into an argu-
ment over a question and
answer during . last week's
testimony. The question was
this: “Did you hear a story that

the dector went crazy when he |

discovered that his wife was
pregnant and killed her?”
Corrigan had obtained a
copy of the transcript of the
testimony last week and read

to Adelson this question and |

the answer he gave. In read-

ing the answer, the prosecution |

claimed today that Corrigan
did not read the entire answer.

Evidently Judge Blythin
thought so, too, because he
said, “It is unfair to this wit-
ness to ask him a question and
then read back to him only
one-half of his answer.” Corri-
gan and the judge then got
into an argument,

Corrigan said, “T take excep-
tion to the statement that I
am not being fair in my ques-
tions and I ask the court to
withdraw his statement.”

Blythin said, “I will not with-
draw any statement to the ef-
fect that you repeat only part
of the answer. That is not
fair.”

Corrigan’s cross-examina-

flion of Dr. Adelson ended a

few minutes later and chief
assistant Prosecutor John Ma-
hon asked more questions on

direct examination.

J.: You have the vital
tissues of Marilyn Sheppard
preserved at the morgue?

Tissue Preserved

A.: We have a piece of each
vital tissues preserved in for-
maldehyde.

Q.: Is that common practice?

A.: This is done in 1000
autopsies every year. *

Q.: What is the purpose of
this?

A.: So that these tissues are
available if it is necessary to
examine them again later.

Q.: Are they available to the
defense?

A1 would be happy (o
have them examine them.

Q.: Did they ask fo see
them? )

A.: Not to my knowledge.

Mahon’s questions brought
out that Dr. Adelson had con-
ducied tests which proved that
Marilyn Sheppard had not been
sexually attacked by her killer.
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of Adelson

Q.: You were asked why you
did not make an analysis of the
stomach to determine if poison
was present and you said you
had not. It there any reason
why you should make that
test?

Objection by defense, Adel-
son turned to the judge and
said it was a broad question
and requires clarification. The
judge said “Go ahead.”

A.: As a result of our ex-
amination we determined that
she had sustained a number of
violent blows, resulting in suf-
ficient injury to cause death.
It also showed she was alive
when struck because of the
hemorrages.

Draws Objection
(Objection by Corrigan:
“What has that to do with it?”
Adelson answered, “I'll show
you the reason for not examin-
ing for poison.” The judge

overruled the objection.)

A.: (Continued) In our

autopsy, when we came to the
stomach, we found no damage
in the stomach itself and noth-
ing had been swallowed and
therefore it was not necessary

to examine for poison. In addi-
tion to the use of our eyes,
we also use our noses, and I
sniffed, (if you will pardon the
expression), the contents of the
stomach and found no traces
of poisons which, through ex-
perience, I can recognize by
odor. In addition, there were
no needle marks on the body to
indicate that poison had been
injected hypodermically. No
chemical analysis was neces-
sary. She died because she was
beaten to death.

Mahon brought out that the
coroner's “body log" stated
that Marilyn Sheppard was
found dead on her bed at about
5:30 a. m. by her husband.

The records stated, among
other details, the “Dr. Gerber
pronounced her dead on the
scene.”
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