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Dr. Sam’s

6 Stories

Fall Into Tangle

(Editor’s Note: Dorothy

Kilgallen is in Cleveland cov-

ering the Sheppard trial for the New York Journal-Amer-
ican. A newspaperwoman of note, she is also guesser of
occupations on the CBS television show, “What's My Line.”)

BY DOROTHY KILGALLEN

and legal miracle if the seven

With the state about ready to |/men and five women can face

hit the peak of its case, it w
appear that if Dr. Sam Sheppard
is found guilty
of his wife's
murder it will
be because he
fashioned the
noose himself. §

If the mnoose
hanging above
the handsome g
young osteo-
path’'s head
‘ever drops over
his neck, it will

DOROTHY
KILGALLEN

be fashioned from a tangled |

skein of his own weaving.

~ The Six Stories of Dr. Sam—
his personal versions of what
happened on the might his wife
was bludgeoned to death in her
bed—have set before the jury
such a bouillabaise of bewilder-
ing facts that it will be a human

ould the hour of decision with clear

| No one who has been in the
courtroom every day and heard
| every witness could disagree.

This jury has a job to do that
would make Ellery Queen’s head
spin. Perhaps that is why the law
calls ordinary citizens, not crime
experts, to sit in judgment. Per-'
haps only 12 plain, simple, aver-
age persons with uncomplicated
minds and no experience in vio-
lence could solve this extrava-
gantly complicated, curiously vio-
lent puzzle.

In the five weeks of the
| seemingly interminable trial,
10 witnesses have been
heard,

| Three of them have testified
{they talked to Dr. Sheppard or
interviewed him from a position
|of authority, about the events of
|Con¢lnued on Page 11, Column 3
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|Tated to the police and prosecu-

Continued From Page 1.

the night of July 3 and the morn-
ing of July 4, during which his
wife was thoroughly killed and he
was somewhat superficially in-
jured. |
There is the story he told
Mayor Houk at about 6 o'clock
on the morning of the-fatal holi-
day. Mayor Houk was the first
person on the scene—summaned
by the doctor himself,
There is the story of Dr. Sam-

uel R, Gerber, the county coro-|

ner. He talked to Dr. Sheppard at |
Bay View Hospital on July 4.

There are two stories told
o Homicide Detectives Rob-
ert  Schottke and Patrick
Gareau—one at 11 a. m. on
the day of the crime, one
at 3 p. m.

There is a fifth version re-

ting attorneys af the sheriff's
office on July 10, typed on
nine pages and signed by Dr,
Sheppard. |

There is still another on th

/pages of the report of the .Jul

22 coroner's inquest at whic
Dr. Sheppard testified unde
oath for five and a half hours
No two are alike.
On some points, ‘some impor-

tant points, the versions differ
greatly.

Yet, only one witness—Mayor
Houk—has testified that Dr. Sam
appeared “dazed.” |

“Normal” is the word used
by Dr, Gerber to describe
how the defendant looked
in the hospital the first
day, “Normal” and “un-

~.emotional” were used hy |
‘Detective Schottke.
¢ Dr. Sam never lost his tem-|
per, even when these strangers)
asked him if he had Killed his|
wife.

He did not appear indignant
or angry when they asked if
his wife had lovers, if he was
unfaithful, if he was carrying
on with a girl from his family’s
hospital,

. He even brought himself
to inform them, in his July
10 typed and signed state-
ment, that the slain Marilyn
had had at “Jeast three po-

tential Tovers” who might

have killed her.

The jury has been told that
there were two “intruders” en-
countered by the bereaved hus-
band on the tragic night.

They have been told there was|

one.

Dr, Sheppard said he was “clob-
hered” when he reached the top
of the stairs on his way fo his
sereaming wife.

In a later version he elimi-
nated the “clobbering” in favor:
of “It was a judo punch.” .
- (The State will contend

that Dr, Sheppard changed
his story of the “clobbering”
and substituted the judo
punch when he realized it
would have been difficult for
the injuries of which he com-
plained to have been inflicted
by a fist on the back of his
neck.)

In one version D, Sheppard

doesnei menfion going nto the
bedveom 6 loak at his wife be-

I #disorientated” state of mind.

fore hearing the noise that
caused him to run downstairs
again and pursue the intruder
out the door to the lake.

In another version he men-
tions looking at her and getting
“the impression” that she was
“gone,”

In a third version he talks of
looking at her before pursuing
the prowler and looking at her
again and taking her pulse al
the meck after he had been
knocked unconscious for the
second time.

In one of the versions he says
he does not know how many
|times he may have wandered in
‘and out of the bedroom in a

The question of the blood
on his own wristwatch re-
mains an unanswered ques-
tion, and no one has sug-
gested bhow it can be an-
swered,

Theve was blood smeared
geross the face, blood on the
extenston band, and blood in
hie Jinks between the band and
the watch.

When asked about this,
Dr. Sheppard theorized: “It
must have goiten on the °
watch when I hent over to
take her pulse.”

But if so much blood got on|
the watch, it is hard to under-|
stand why some did not get on
his skin at the arm or hand.

There was no blood on his
skin the next morning and he
said he had nof washed his
hands.

Detective Shottke asked the
question; “How do you account
for the watch being found in
this bag?" (It was discovered,
with his ring and key chain in
a green bag tossed in the under-
brush outside the house).

' Dr. Sam replied: “It must
. have bebi {aken oft whes 1

Dr. Sam’s Six Stories Spin Tangled Skein

was unconscious.”

Since he was knocked uncon-

_| scious the first time before ever

reaching his wile's side, it could
not have hbeen removed then,
for there was no blood on him,

ANOTHER IDEA

If it was removed the second
time he was knocked out, on the
beach, then the murderer took
it off his wrist only to insert it
into a green cloth bag with the
rest of the jewelry, mount 52
steps back to the Sheppard
lawn, and throw the bag down
into the bushes,

One other possibility re-
mains: the blood on the

watch could have eome from
blood on the murderer's
hands, |

But the murderer did not get
blood on anything else he'
touched, if he was the one who
ransacked two desks, put some
papers and drawers on the floor,
overturned the doctor’s bag in
the hall and unlocked the door
to the lake side of the house.

And those are only a handful
of the clews and crossed-up
clews, _

If this jury can unravel the
twisted skeins and arrive at a
verdiet, it deserves to go down
as the Jury of the Year,

Copyright King Features, 1954,




	54/11/22 Dr. Sam's 6 Stories Fall Into Tangle
	Recommended Citation

	Dr. Sam's 6 Stories Fall Into Tangle
	BY DOROTHY KILGALLEN


