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Check on C.onfession
in Sheppard Killing

Cleveland authorities may send .an investigator to
Trenton, N. J., to check the account of a 27-year-old
prisoner who has “confessed” the murder of Marilyn

Sheppard.

Assistant Prosecutor John J.
Mahon said today he is await-
ing an FBI report on the man
before deciding whether to give
his version any credence.

“We will definitely check out
every aspect of this case,”
Mahon said.

This was a reply to an accu-
sation of William J. Corrigan,
chief defense counsel for Dr.
Samuel H. Sheppard, indictéd
for the murder of his wife,
Marilyn.

The confession was made by
Billy 0. Williams, six-foot tall
Negro, held for extradition to
‘face a kidnap and auto theft
charge at Tampa, Fla.

During a coroner’'s inquest,
Dr. Sheppard testified he be-
lieved the killer he said he
struggled with in his home at
the time of Marilyn's murder
was white.

Williams made his original
confession in a letter to Dr.
Sheppard’s relatives. He said
he was in Cleveland for 13 days
prior to July 4, and left the

next day in a car he stole in
Florida in January.

Dr. Stephen Sheppard, broth-
er of Dr. Sam, flew to Trenton
to interview Williams. He was
also interviewed by Arthur A.
Salvatore, Trenton attorney, at
Corrigan’s request.

Salvatore said Williams said
he was confessing because “I
don't want to see an innocent
man burn.” Although he re-
fused to waive extradition to
Florida, Williams expressed
eagerness to return to Cleve-
land to see if he could find the
missing murder weapon.

“I sometimes do things that
I don’t remember until I'm told
about it later,” Williams said,
explaining his inability to give
certain details of the crime, or
to say what the weapon was.

Williams received shock
treatment for a psychopathic
disorder ,while in the Army.
The car he stole in Florida was
owned by a doctor, and con-
tained some narcotics.
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