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prosecutors and members of the public would take issue with
this conclusion. While there is some merit in Mr. Rubin’s
criticism, the merit applies only to the statutory language. The
implementation of punishment may not be as severe as the author
contends.

Mr. Rubin’s discussion of the problem of whether parents
should be punished for the child’s delinquency is worthwhile.
Parental delinquency is definitely a problem. Juvenile delin-
quency begins in the home and will end there.! The author’s
theory is to place more responsibility on the community. But
this may have dangerous results. The more the community as-
sumes responsibility, the more parents are apt to give up re-
sponsibility which is theirs.

In the final analysis, no one is necessarily expected to agree
with all of Mr. Rubin’s views. But judges, prosecutors, lawyers,
social workers, students, teachers, parents, and laymen (who may
have difficulty comprehending some passages) would be intel-
lectually stimulated by the problems he propounds. In the light
of today’s concern with juvenile delinquency, all would find a
study of this book worthwhile and beneficial. The reader will
conclude that the author is direct, precise, original, and wholly
sincere.

1 See Samore, Parental Delinquency, this issue of the Cleve.-Mar. L. Rev.
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SCIENCE AND THE DETECTION OF CRIME, by C. R. M.
Cuthbert. Published by Philosophical Library, Inc., New York;
244 pp.; 1958.

The author has written an account of work undertaken in
the Forensic Science Laboratory at New Scotland Yard. He
maintains that science can never take the place of hard work and
the intelligence of investigative officers. Rather he observes that
science can only render assistance to those who seek the solution
to a crime.
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Perhaps much of the value of this book lies in the fact that
the events chronicled here are seen through the trained eyes of
one who is a former Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police
Laboratory at New Scotland Yard and who was one of the early
staff members of the laboratory.

The table of contents gives the reader an indication of the
author’s care in arranging his material. There are chapters de-
voted to the work of the various classifications of scientists and
others devoted to various types of crimes. The chapter headings
are as follows: “How Science Came to New Scotland Yard”;
“The Forensic Pathologist”; “The Serologist”; “The Forensic
Chemist: the Biologist”; “The Physicist”; “The Toxocologist”;
“Stolen Articles and Fraud”; “Fire and Sabotage”; “Bogus Break-
ing Offences”; “The Document Examiner”; “The Ballistics Ex-
pert”; “Abortion”; “Drug Trafficking”; “Criminal Responsibility”;
“Alcohol and Motor Accidents”; “Instructive and Unusual Cases”;
and “Some Foreign Laboratories.” The bibliography is excellent
and the index is done thoroughly.

Throughout the book, brief synopses are given of cases that
illustrate the manner in which the police investigators and the
laboratory technicians attempted to mesh their findings. Also
there are many photographic plates illustrating some of the fine
points to which attention must be directed.

An underlying theme throughout this work is the thought
that the scientist is supposed to present the facts as he finds them,
not just those that will convict the accused. This is a point that
is sometimes overlooked by overzealous prosecutors and police-
men where a crime has been committed. There are reported in-
stances where the accused, though innocent, may very well have
been convicted wrongfully were it not for the findings in the
science laboratory.

The author has special praise for the laboratory of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation in Washington, D. C., calling it
“probably the finest in the world.” He pictures it as the dream
laboratory of any forensic science worker.

This book should be of special interest to the lawyer who
desires a better understanding of the scientific aspects of criminal
investigation, to the police officer, to the scientist and to anyone
interested in justice for the accused. It is a worthwhile con-
tribution to the field of Forensic Science.
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