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Thursday Afternoon Scgsion, 1:30 n.m., November 3, 1866

THE COCURT: Counselor Corrigan

or Spellacy?
MR, CORRIGAN: The State will call

its next witness; Mrs., Bender,

THE COURT: lrs, Bender, pleace.

] ."i‘:'!, EFRPRITRPAM

HEREUPON, the State of Ohlo, further
t0 maintain the issues on its part to be main-
tained, called a3 2 witness DORIS BENDER, who,
having been first duly sworn, was examined and

testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATICN OF DORIS DENDER

By Me, Corrisan:

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Will you state &our name and address, pleasc?

Mrs. Doris Bender, 294 Ruth Street, Bay Village.

How long have you lived at that address, lMrs. Bender?
Sixteen years.

With whom ¢o you live at that address?

My husband and ocuwr dauvghter.

How old is your daughber?

She is cighteen,

Vhat type ¢f erployment is your husband engaged in?
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A He is retired at the present moment,

Q 'And prior to his retivement what type of work did he
do?

A Szlesman.

Q A salesm;n with 1“ac comgany?

A Judsen Rebewbs, New Yovlk,

Q Mrs. Bender, did you live at your present address i

5]

July, 19542

A Yes.

Q Vhere is that strest in relatich to Lake Rocad in Eay
Village?

A Well, it ig near -- it runs south frem Lake Road. It

Q t runs of?f of Iake Road?

A Zes.

Q How far off cf I=kz Road is your home located?

A I don't kncu how wmany feet, but it is -- we are the

first house on Ruth Street, which iz this little street.
I suppose it might be half a block,
Q Now, in 1954, July of 1954, did you know the wherc-

abouts of the residence cf San 'w Marilyn Sheppard?

A Yes, :
Q Where was that rasidence located?
A Well, it is on I=2ke Recad, and it is near Huntin**on

Park. I don't kncw how much detzall you want me to g6 inte.
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Q On what side of the road, the north or the south side?
A On the north, on the north side,
Q On the north side., Are you faniliar with a cemetery
on Lake Road?
A Yes.
Q Vhere, if ybu ¥mow, will you tell the Court and Jury

is that home in relation to that cemetery?

A Well, it is cazi of the cenmctery.

Q And how many homes east of The cenevery?

& It is about thrse, I think. I can't think now.
‘Q I sec. alling your attention to the evening of

July 3rd, 1954, do you rceall where you were that evening?
Yes, we were visiting friends in Aurora, Ohio.

Vhen you say we =-

My husband, daughter, and myselfl,

O e

Yhere did the friends live in Aurora?

™

They live con Chillicothe Road, right in Aurcra.

& w» p B O ®

What time in the evening did you go to visit the
friends on Aurora Road?
A We went for dinner., I don't remember exactly now when
we did leave, but we were over there before dinner time in
the afternoon;

Q Then you returned home subsequently?

A YeS, we did,

Q  VWhat time did you leave their residence?




£
O
=

A It was after one o'elcck at night.
Q@ .. VWhen you say after one o'clock, is that on the 3rd or

the morning of the 4th?

A Well, it would be. the morniﬁg of the 4th.

Q Did you retura éirectly home? | |

A Yes. | |

Q Do you reeall the route that you tock from Aurora

cening baek to Doy Village?
A 'We tock the Turnpilke to -- we got on at Streetsboro,
and then we turned off at Strongsville that night, that

particular night, and came up I guess it is 42 to Lake

Recad.
Q What time did you arrive home that evening, or that
rmorning?

Well, as I ramember, it was around 2:30.

Beg parden? §
As.I remember, 1t was arcund 2:30 in the morning.
Around 2:307

Yes.

O O P O b

How long docs 1t take or how long did it take, as best

you can recall, to traverse the ares from Aurora to your

homea?
A Well, it usuvally takes an hour, on the Turnpike.
Q Now, when you travelcd on Lake Rcad, in what directicn

Gigd you travel?




Ve are travelinsg west.
West on Lake Road?

Yes. oo

O£ w O

Did you have cccasion to go by the Sheppard home on

- Lake Road?

A Yes,
Q At about what Uime of The morning would this be?
A Well, I don't know exactly, but I can cnly surnise

from ?he distance wien we got hone, i1t isnlt very far, it
would have to have bcen afber 2:15;

Q How far is your home beyond the Sheppard home in.
distance, if you lnow, epproximately?

A 'Heli, approximately quarter of a mile, I guess,

Q Now, as you pacsed the Sheppard home did you make
eny observations of this home?

A Yes, I did,

Q Will you tell the Court and Jjury what your obser-—

vation was?

A I gaw that the lights were on,
Q Where specifically did you see lights on?
A dell, as I remenber there was a light downstalrs,

and one wpstairs, and the garage light was on.
Q Are you famillar with a familly in Bay Village by
the name of Ahern's?

A " Yes, I an.
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Q Without relating ~~ do you have occasion to call the

Aherns on the morning of July 4th?

A Yes, I did.

Q ﬁpprcximately what tlne did yocu call the Aherns?

A I think it was arcund noon time, as I reuember.

Q Hithout telling us -- uwith yheme did you speak at the

Ahern regidence?

A T %think T talked to lMrs. Ahern.
Q ‘Without telling what conversation you had with irs.

Ahern, will you tell ¢

W

Court and jufy the subject nmatter

of that cenversaticn?

A Well, we were very shocked tc hear about the
tragedy.
MR, BATLEY: I cbject and ask

that be stricken as non-responsive.
THE COURT: The ansguwer is stricken,'
but she may respend to the question. Will you

put the guestion azain, counseleor, please.

MR CORRICAINS Yes.
Q Yhat was the subject matter, nct what you felt, not

what you said, not what they saild, but what was the subject
matter of your coaversation with irs. Ahern?

A Just talked tc her about what had happened, and she
talked toc me about it. I don't know how speclific I shogld

be.
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Q A1l right, MNow, do you kaow, Mrs, Bander, whether or

not as a result of that conversation with Mrs. Ahern you
were contacted by @ depulty from the Sheriff's office?
A Yes, I was,

nrry

MR CORRICAN: - No further questions
cf this wliness,

THE COURT: Counselor Sherman
or Balley?

, CROSS EXAMINATICN OF -DCRIS EENDER

MR, BAILEY: , lay I proceed, your
Honor?
THE COURT: Yes, please procced,
counsalor,
By Mr, Bailey:
Q Mrs, Bendcr, @id I understand you to say.you noticed

three different lights that wers burning?

A Well, I don't lmow as I counted lights, but those
are the areas that I mentioned.

There was a light On the seccond floor?

Yes,.-

About in the center of the front of the home?

As I remember.

And thers was a light on the first floor?

> o > O » O

Yes.
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Q And that was cn the easterly side of the home, is

that right?

A Yes.

Q And you esaid tacre was a light on in the garage?

A Yes,

Q Do you recall giving testimeny in the trisl that took

place involving the same defendaont in 1954?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall whethasr or not you menticned at that

time any lights being on in the garage?

A I don't recall; no,

Q Are you sure that you did see a light on in the
garage?

A Yes, I an pretty J;ra, after twelve years,

Q What did you see in the garage that was illuminated?
A Well, Jjust the garage, Just in passing, no more than

Just the fact that 1lights were on.

Q Was therec a door on the garage?

A Oh yes.

Q Was it clesed

A As I recall 1T waB,.

Q Is your mamory of this incident as clear today ag it

was in 1954¢

A Ch no.

Q I wonder if you would lock over the record that 1lan
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going to hand you, and specifically referring to page 4174,

and subsequent, and just read 1t to yourself and see if

that refreshes your reccllecticn; before answerling allow
¥Mr, Corrigan to rcad it, il you will,
Have you now read through this page?
A Yes,
Q Do you recall wvhen you testified last time that you

said you saw lights cn,and you were asked in what part of

A Yesn.

Q And you mentioned one lizht upstairs and one down-
atairs?

A 1l Yes,

Q And that was all?

A Yes.

MR, BAILEY: Thank you, That 1s

all, your Honor.
THE COURT: AnyThing further?

REDIRECT ENAMINATICON OF DCORIS EENDER

By Mr, Corripan:

Q Virs, Eonder, will you tell the Court and jury what

your memory is now as to the number of lights that you
observed when you passed the Sheppard home on the mo“ninu
£ the Uth of July, 19549

A As I pemember now, after twelve years?
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A The fact that thers werse lights in the house, and
specifically speaking of the house 1s what they acked me.

That is vhy I menticned just the lights in the house,

But
no one said any other lights in the garage.
Q What is the fact with regard to your memory as regard
to a light in the zarage?
A I just remerbher that the light was on, beeause that
was iﬁ line with my conversation with my husband.
1R, CORRICAN: Thank you. No further

questions,

RECROSS EXANINATION OF DORIS EENDER
By Mr. Bailey:
Q Mrs, Bender, when you testified before do you recall

being asked a3 you drove past the Sheppard home did you
observe anything about that heme, and you answered, Ny Just
noticed that there were lights."”

And you were acked, "In what part of the home did
you notice lights?"

nd you recponded, "I don't lmow the interidé of

the homa.. I noticed that there was a light on downstairs
on the east side of the house, and there was a light on

upstairs,"”

And you were asked, "in other words, you observed
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The light on the first floor, dild yoush

2 . gy i ] Ny, & IH
And you answered, "'Yes, gir

"And ancther light on the second floopr?"
“YGB ° "

Now, when the cusatilcon was

put vo you relatlve to the

lights you had seen in the home, did you consider the gara

not to be part of the hare when you answered?

A I must have,
Q Do you think you might have seen the light on on the

garage on scme oither cccaslion as you drove by the Sheppard
heme?

A Well, after tuelve years, as I say, if I had been

asked before, I might, but I cdon't think so.

¥R, SPELLACY: Pardon ma?
A I saids I might have, but I don't really think so,
Q I undersiosd you to say that your memory in 1954
was a little clearer as to this whole incildent?-
A Oh yes.
Q Can you recall wacther or nct you gave a written

statement to anyone immediately after you reported this

observation?

A I don't recall definitely. Heow.lmmedlate do you

mean?
Q Oh, within a day or two?

A Yes, I did give a statement then,




Q You were intervicwed by scme zeolice officilal?

A Yes,

Q And you gave him a statemant deseribing what you had
seen?

A Yes.

Q Do you remewber how soon after the murder that you

gave the statement?

A Well, it wap soversl days, really, maybe three or
four days aftexr,

Q ‘ Could yecu tell us who you gave it to?

A If I can remember, I think it was a Mr. Rosshach.

Q Mr. Rossbach, deputy sherlifi?

A I think that is the name,

Q Is that the only statement y cu gave?

A To my Imowledze, yesS.
ViR, BAILEY: Thank you very much,
THE CCURT: Anything further,

counselcer Corrigan?

MR, CORRICGAN: Tes,

FURTHER REDIRICT EXAMINATION OF DORIS BENDER

By Mr., Corrigan:
Q | You had indilcated I believe on recross examination
fhat you may have scea a light on in the garage on another
occasion, is that correct?

A No, I dilda't mesn to say that, if I did. I have seen
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» lights on on othar cecasions, or I had, but I don't kmow

now, after twelve years, whether I can say definitely tha

I saw., I just remember that I did see a light on in the

garagee.
Q And that was on what date?
A Well, we are talling about the U4th, after 2:15 vhen

we went by.

Q . Of 1954, is That correct?
A Yes,
MR, CORRIGAN: Thank you, No further
questlions,.
R, BAILEY: Nothing further.
#R, CORRICAN: Officer Drenkhan,
please.




