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Thursday Afternoon Scssi n, 1:30 D.m. 2 Novembe r 32 1966 

THE COURT : 

or Spellacy? 

!-1R. CORRIGA..T: 

Counse lor Corrigan 

The State will call 

its next witness.11 Nrs. Bender. 

THE COURT:. Mrs . Bender, please. 

THEREl:-P.OH., the State of' Ohio,, further 

to maintain the issuGs on its part to be main­

tained,, called as a Fitness DORIS BENDER, who, 

having been i'ir3t duly s1110rn, was -examined and 

testified ns follm·m: 

DIRECT EY..AHI NNl'ION OF DORIS BENDER 

By Mr. Corri ..,nn : 

Q Will you stste your naree and address, please? 

A ?ilrs. Doris Bend~r~ 294 Ruth Street, Bay Village . 

Q How long have you. lived at that address, Mrs. Bznder•? 

A Sixteen yz~rs~ 

Q With whom do you live a t t hat address? 

A Hy husb:md and OU!" daughter. 

Q How old is your d~ughter? 

A She is cig,.~te e~. 

Q What type cf ~::::::i loy.-.. cPt is youi. .. hu:z}Y3.nd engaged i~1? 



389 

A He is retired at t:'.1e prese. t moment. 

.. 
Q ·And prior to his x.ctire:.'!ent what type of work did he 

do? 

A Salesman. 

Q A salesman with i ·rhat company? 

Q Mrs. Bender,, did you live at your :present address in 

July!; 1954? 

Q Where i~ th2.t stioc.:;;t in relaticn to Lake :Road in Bay 

Village'? 

A Well.? it is near -- i·t runs south from Lake Read. It 

is near Bassett Ro~d. 

Q It runs of'f of :£..al~e Road? 

A Yes. 

Q. How far off: er"' Lel·:e Roao is ~lour heme located? . 

A I don't lmc~'J hc·~J mo.r..y feet, but it is -- we are the 

first house en Ruth Str.::et, 'l'Jhich is this little street. 

I suppose . it migh.t be half a block. 

Q !~ow, in 1954, July of 1954, did you know the where-

abou'\js o:f' the :re:sic1encc cf' Sam and :Marilyn Sheppard? 
' ' 

A Yes. ··. :• 

Q Where lJas that rezidence located? 

A Well, it is on ~2ke Road , ar.d it is near Huntingtcn 

P .... rl\.. I don't b1c-.. J h-:•. ) r:·.uch detail you iic:r1t me to go intc. 
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Q ~n what side of the read, the north or the south side? 

A On the north, on the north side. 

Q. On the no1 ... th side. Are you fa'ltiliar with a cemetery 

on Lake Road? 

A Yes. 

Q Where,, if you 2-::now, will you tell the Court and jury 

is that home 1n relaticn to that cemetery? 

A Well:i !'c is ca;).t of the cemetery. 

Q And how r~ny l~or.13s G3St of t he cenetery? 

A It is about th:.."cc,, I thinlc. I can 1 t thir..k now. 

Q. I sec. Cnlling :.·01..r.r attention to the evening of' 

July 3rd,, 1951!., do yoi:~ 1 .... cca_l where you were that eveninG? 

A Yes, ·we we::."3 visiting friends in Aurora,, Ohio. 

Q When you say we --

P. My husb::...nd, daughtar, and mys~lf . 

Q Where did th9 friends live in Aurora? 

A They live on Chillicothe Road, right in Aurora. 

Q \i.Jhat. time in the evening did you go to visit the 

friends on Aurora Ro3d? 

A. We went for dinner. I don't rem.ember exactly now when 

we did leave,, but we were over ther.~ before dinner time in 
\ 

the afternoon .. 

Q Then you retv.r~cd home subsequently? 

A Yes, . we did .. 

Q Wnnt t ir:1::; did you lc~vc their residence:? 



'--;.. _· . 

~ 1 

A It '1.-Jas after one o 1clcck a.t night. 

Q 1'1hen ycu s~y c.ftel" one o iclock, is that on t~ e 3:i.4 d or 

the lflorning .of the 4th? 

A . well, i'C 1·Jou-ld be .the morning o:f the 4th • 

Q Did you retu_·n directly horr.e? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you rec~.t.l- t .e route thc.t you tock f;rom Aurora 

coming .back to :C.::.~r lill2.ge? 

A 'We took the Tuxnpil:c to -- we got on at Streetsbo?o, 

and then 1·1e t;~z-.i:.ed cfi' at St1·ongsville that night,_ thut 

particular nisht, a,,~d came up I guess it is 42 to Lake 

Read. 

Q What tiJje aid you axrive home that evening, or that 

morning? 

Q Beg pardon? 

A As , I r emember,, it u~s around 2:30 in the morning. 

Q Around 2:30? 

A Yes. 

Q I·!ot-1 long doGz. it take or how long did it take.? as bGst 

'~, you can recall,, to tr .ve:.~~rn the area from Aurora to your 
\_ 

home? 

A Uell,, it usi.;.1lly tn:!..;.es a..11 hour, on the Turnpilte. 

Q. New,, t>Jhen ycu t::-.~avcled on La!t.e Read,, in i·Jhat dL·ectic::l 

did ycu t:.avcl? 
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A We a1"'e travel.:Lri..g wes'.:; o 

Q West on Lake Rood? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you have occasion to go by the Shcpp~rd home: on 

Lake Road? . 

Q At a'bou.t \'lhat ·:;i;-.: .. :; of the morning would this be? 

A Well, I c..1on' t know exactly,, but I can only surmise 

from the distance \·:hc:t 1:-K.: eot hor.1e 3 i'c isn o t VCl"Y fur, it 

would have to h2ve been aft~r 2:15. 

Q How far is yom" ho:1!e beyond the Sheppard horce in . 

distance, if you lmo11, a;,?21roxir:.a'.:;ely? 

A · Well,, app::ioxii'T'..atcly quarter of a mile, I guess . 

Q Now, as you pscsed the Sheppard home did you m=il<e 

aiy observatio~3 of this home? 

A Yes, I did~ 

Q 'Will you tell t.1e Court and ju.ry what your obser­

J 
vation was? 

A I saw t mt t he lic;hts ~re re Ol1.o 

Q Where sp~cifically did you see lights on? 

A Well,, as I r em.embe1"" there was a light downstairs, 
::· 

and one upstair:::;, ar.d the garage light \'las on. 

Q Are you f3r.li.liur with a family in Bay Village by 

the name of A~ern 1 s? 

A Yes, I cm •• 

/ 
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Q Without r elat::r..s -- do you haye occazion to call the 

Ah0rns on the morning of July l~th? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Apprcximn.tely '\'Jhc.t tir.le did you ca ll the Aherns? 

A I think it wa.s around noon time, as I remember. 

Q Without tellinz us -- with whome did you speak at the 

Ahei-n residence? 

A I thin.~ I talked to lli.'S . P..he:i.·n . 

Q ' Without telling 't·iha.t conve:rsation you had 1.,;i th r.:rs . 

Ahern, "!:Jill you t0ll -~_1e Court and jury the subject matter 

of that conversation? 

A Well, 1·:e were v0"£-y snacked t o hea:r about the 

tragedy. 

?.IT~ • 2.. '\.ILEY: I object and ask 

that be st1·icken as non- responsive . 

TLE COURT: The ans•,ier is stricken, 

but she :m~y :re~pond to the question. Hill you 

put t he ques tion a~o.in, counselor, please. 

Yes . 

Q What was t":.e subject rnatte:r _, n~t what you felt, not 

1:;hat you said, not lJh<;:.t they said , but what was the subject 

m:itter of your conv;.;:1·satio11 'L'7 i th l·~·r;. P.hern? 

A Just t<llkcd to her about •,;hat r.ad happened, and she 

tall-:.ed to me v..bout it. I don't k.Ylm·1 ho1·1 specific I chould 

be . 

\ 
\ 
.\ 
·\ .·,, 
\·y· 

I, 

\ 
\ 
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Q All right. Now,, do you k.t"low, Hrs . Bender,, whether or 

not as a result or that convcrsa·cio:1. with I-!rs . Ahern you 

were contacted by a deputy .from the Sherif£ 1 s off'i.ce? 

A Yes,, I was. 

!·'lRc; CORRIG.IU~: No turt;her questions 

of this witnes:::. 

THE COURT: Cou.~selor Sherman 

or Bailey? 

, CROSS EY • .A~ENATION OF DORIS BENDER 

N.ay I proceed,, your 

Honor? 

THE .COUE1.i:: Yes, please proceed, 

cou.Yls·e lor o 

2.Y !ilr . Ba:ne:v: 

Q i!Irs . Bend.:;r~ d:i.d I under:stm1d you to say you noticed 

three dif'.ferent l ish'.:;s that werz burning? 

A Well,, I don't 1-Q10W as I counted lights, but those 

are the areas that I zr.:-.mtioned. 

Q There was a licht on the second floor? 

A Yes. · 

Q About in the center o~ t he .front o.f the home? 

A As I rem~nber . 

Q A."ld there mls a light on t he first floor? 

A Yes. 
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Q And that; was en th0 ear:>terly side of' ·t he home.11 is 

that right? 

A Yes. 

Q P..nd you · said 'c~1cpe ·was a lie;M; on in the garage? 

A Yes .. 

Q Do you r e c2ll giving test1111cny in the trial that took 

place involvin3 the sar::.e defendant i n 195"4·? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you Sl.<.re that you di d see a lieht on in t he 

ga rage? 

A Yes, I a:n pretty sur3, after twelve ye~rs. 

Q w·~=i t did you sec in the garaGc that was illur.td.nated? 

A Well, j ust; ·;;r.3 g.::i:t"ZlGe, just i n passin[3; , no more t han 

j ust t he .fact that lie;hts ~·;era on .. 

Q Was t here Cl door o.::i. the gars.Ge ? 

A Oh y~s . 

Q Was i'c closed'? 

Q, Is yo1.ll' r;~z~ory of t.h is i ncident a s clear todBy as i t 

was 1n 1954? 

A Oh no. 

Q I wonder ii' ::,.~cu '::0 1.~ld lee~~ over t:ie r ecord t he t ! e.~·1 
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going to hand ycu 3 ar..d sp:=cifica lly ref'arring to page ll·l 74, 

ond subsequent,, a~d jus 'v r ead it to ~rourscl.r and see if 

that refreshes you.i~ recollection; b(;forc ens\·1ering allo1·1 

Mr. Corric.;an to read it , i f ycu wi ll. 

Have you now :-cad 'ch :cov.sh this page? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you r e call when you tes ·i;ii"icd lant ti!ne that you 

said you saw lights on ,, e.nd yov. t1er~ a sked in what p~rt of 

the home did you ~otice l ight n? 

A Yes. 

Q And you mentioned one lieht upstairs and one down-

stairs? 

A l Yes. 

Q J.\r.;.d tha t °t'IUS ~-1? 

A Yes. 

'I'hanl<: you.. Th::rt is 

'111-L:-: COURT: 

By I'l1'..r. Corrirran: 

Q. Illrs. Eonde1", will you tall the Court and jury ·wha t; 

your re.emery i s nm·J a~ to the nut:.ber of lights that you 

observed when you ;r;as8ed '.;he Sheppard home on the morning 

of the 4th of J uly, 1951.!· 
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Q Yes. 

A The facJc; t m 'i:; there \·I8re lie;hts in the house,., and. 

cpecif'1cally speak.in~ of "-he house is what they asked rr..e o 

That is why I Ir.e,:rtic:;,cd. j us·i:; the lights in the. house . But 

no one said any o·c: .. ~r lights in the ga:::.. ... a5e . 

Q What· 1s t he fact with rcsa1"'d to your memory as regm"'d 

to a light in the garace? 

A on,., because that 

was 1~ line with my conversation with my husband. 

Th~nk you. No i'U.rthe r 

questions .. 

RECROSS EXf 1·1DlA:Z·I O'·J OP DORIS BE!\i'DER 

Q r.'lr·s 0 B~:ader,., vrhcn you 'iiestif"'~cd before do you recall 

being asked a;.; you 'r:iv0 .:.JZ:St the Sh·~pp::ird home did you 

observe <:lnything about; th(;( t horn,~, and you ~nswered:1 "I jus t 

noticed that there we:r-e lights." 

.A:.'1.d you i•rerz ac!-ced, 11 In wh~t pa rt of the home did 

you notice lights? 11 

A.Yld you. :::.."'e B~m.ded , 11 I don't lmm·r the interior or 

the home. I noticed tf. .. ~r(; 'che1"e vr2s a light on dm·mstairs 

on the east side o:r the hou::ie,, and there was a light on 

upstairs. 11 

And you Herc a::kcd., "In ot:iGr \·;ords, you obr.erved 

-



/ 

398 

the light on the fir st f"2.001~,, did :y-\::·u? 11 

11 .And another ligh'G 0~1 the second floor?" 

Now,, when the q_usstion \'~2. S put to you relative to the 

lights you hD.d seen in ·che hor.'!.e ,, did you consider the garage 

no~i; to be pai"'t of t he ho~-::-z when you an::mered? 

A I mu.st have .. 

Q Do you thiTiJ~ you .a:i.ght have seen the lir:;ht on on the 

garage on so:-ae 1.~/ch-:n" occocion aa you drove by the Sheppard 

home? 

A . Well,, '2f'ter t1·:clvc years,, as I suy,, if I h::id bee:1 

asked. before.I) ... migM;i> but I don 1 'i; think so . 

!.ffi., SPEL!.il,.cy: Pardon n:z::? 

A I saic!,? I i:-!.i~.1t hnv~ , bu.t I don 1 t really thinlc so~ 

Q I u..-:.de:.."sto;)d yov. t o say t hat your memory in 1951-t· 

t·ms a little clearer as ·';o thi3 whole incident? ; 

A Oh yes .. 

Q Can you recall w:1cthG r or not you gave a written 

statem~nt to ar..yor~e ir2l'lediGtely after you repo1~ted this 

observation? 

A I don't r ecall definitely. Hcw.irn.~ediate do you 

mean'? 

A Yes, I did gi vz c st;;1ter.i~nt then. 



Q You were :l.nte::··v::.m:'3cl by , :::;on.G ~~clice o:f.'f'icia l? 

A Yes. 

Q And you gave .1im. 2 s'~::rtement describing what you haa . 

seen? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you rer,18r.i:b.er hoi'l soon af"ce r the murder that you 

gave the statement? 

~our days af'te~~ 

Q ; Cot'\.ld ycu tell us ';·1l10 you gnve it to? 

A If' I can r:;:~~:·:::.~1e1 .. .:1 I thin!:c it was a Mr. Rossbach . 

Q Mr. Roosb2ch~ deputy sheriff? 

Q Is th~t the only st-tement you gave? 

A To rr.y k.'!owlcd.gG,, yos o 

T'1ank you very much o 

TEE CCU'F:?: Anything further, 

counselor Cm:•rican? 

.!es . 

FURTHER mmIRECS: EX.f>.HI NA:i:ION OF DORIS BENDER 

Bv Mr. Corr:i.i;r,an : 

Q You hud ir.dic8ted I believe on recross exa1ninat ion 

that you 1!1..ay hnve ~ccn a light on in the garage on anot:.er · 

occasion, is th~t correct? 

A No, I a.ic':.~1 't ~::.8 :.-.!1 to say t 12t ,, if I did . I have seen 
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,,· 11gM;s on on other occasions 3 or I had,, but I don 1 t know · 

nOi'l, af'cer t 'tt:elve ;;;·cars., '·:hcther I can sny definitely th~t 

I saw. I · just remomb~r that I did see a light on in the 

garage . 

Q And that wm: on i·:hat; date? 

A Well, we are t~J.!:in.g abou'c the L!-th,, af'ter 2:15 when 

we went by. 

Q or 1954, is ~hst co~rect? 

A Yes .. · 
·' 

NR. CORRIGA.i~: Thanl' you. No further 

questionso 

~.'ZP o B.4.I:.SEY : No-Chin[! .rurthe r .. 

1-1R . CORHIGAH: Of'ficer Drenkhan, 

I 
~~~~~~~+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-•L -


