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TH:S.:.~E'JPC~ the defendant , further to 

maintain the issues on his part to be ~aintained, 

called as a. ' 'litness KATHRYN CAPODICE, who, having 

been .first duly m-mrn, was examined and testified 

as follm·Js: 

DIRECT EX..\!.ffiM'l'IOW OF KA.Tl-IB'YN CAPODICE 

b)J Mr. B'lile~r: 

Q Will you tell us your r..G~e , please? 

A Kathryn Ce.podi.c e, C-a-:p-o-d-i-c-e •. 

· Q · Did you at son:e time use the nrune Post? 

A Alrn1ys when I 1~c:d~ed for a newspaper. 

Q · In July, 1954, 1·1cre you e::n:ployed? 

A Yes, sir. 

· Q · ~J whc!n? 

A By the Lorain Jcu?n~l o 

Q . TD.at is the ne1·1spaper in Lorain , Ohio? 

A ·It is. 

Q Where did you live o.t that time? 

A I lived in Clevc_c~d~ Ohioo 

Q And do you rec~ll the address? 

A Yes. 11501 Ecunt 6veriook Road . 

Q Had you ever i'10-"'k<:d for othe1• ne1·rnpapGrs previous to 

the Lorain Journal? 

Yes. \ 
--'-'-------1----------:------r-­
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·Q How long had you !Je<:m 'i!o.rking a t the Lorain Journa.l as 

A One month~ 

Q vr.no 111'l$ the e i·ccr of' the paper? 

A Colonel Ed·1·m.rd c. L:lppi:rig. 

Q Was there at SOi:lG point on 01· abou·' July 4th_, brought . 

to your attention c.s ;:i.. ne1·1swom::u1 t hat there had been a 

·A sYes,, sir. 

Q, And whethe_~ oz- :r:ct .;cu covered · that rJurder or 't'L~otc 

any stories about it for t:c Lorali1 Journal? 

A I did_, sir. 

Q Did you at sclYl~ tbc meet 1dth Coroner Srunuel Gc:;.~ber 

in connection 1-:ith ycu1• coverage o:t' t he mm~aer? 

A 'Yes,, siro 

. "Q When 1-i3.s t he f':!.r·st time that Doctor C-erber in con:1ect i j ~1 
with ~the ·Sheppard case? 

A It was on July 6, 1954. 

Q · At that tine , c1id Doctor Ge:cber give you anything? 

A Yes, sir.· 

A He gave me sc,::i c:: pictm.·es that were photographed :from 

another· angle at the Sheppard heme. 

., 
'{• 

\ 

\ 

. \ 

'" 
·:·> .. 

· We did net have a photographer and he volunteered ·e.nd \ . 

he gave me the pictures . 

' - ,__, 
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Q · And were these f'cr use of the newspaper? · 

A Yes, sir. 

·Q Nm·1, as a J."esult of this fc:.vor by the coroner, dic1 you 

at scme later time h~ve occasion to meet with him? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. At whose suggestion 1 as the meet ing held? 

·A· At Colonel L:lppL1g 1 s. 

Q W'.no ccntactcd Co1·oncr Gerber and a!'ranged the meeting? 

Q Eetween July 4, 1954, and t he date that this mcetLt1g 

was a~ranged -- by the way, can you tell us approximately 

.. ·when you called hin to arrange this r.1ceting"? 

A It ' 'las shortl~r afte:;. .. he gc.ve me the pictures . 

Q. Between July 4, 1951~, anj the do.t e of your actual 

meeting with Coronc1· Ge::?bGr, hou many times did you ca ll 1in' 

A One t ime, sir. 

Q Did you ever call hi~ fifteen times? 

A Never. 

Q ~n1are did the meet:ln3 take pl~ce? 

A It took place at the Castlc;-on-the-Lake, which is a 

restaurant in Lo~ain, Ohio . 

Colonel Lappin3, ~yEelf, and Doctor Gerber . 

Q Did you have scnethi..~g to eat? 

A Yes, sir. 
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A 

Do ycu remember the specif ic d~y Ir date? 

No, I don' t . I 
You said it was shox·Gly after the 6th? 

I . 
It was at the end of -- it was in the middle to t he ·A 

end of ,July, of 1954. 

Q What ~·aas the :purpose in asking Doctor Gerber to lunch? 

A To than.l\. hir:i for the grz.ciou.,. gesture ot having favm.~e · 

us with the pictures. 

Q · I take it tl1e llL"'!ch 'Vias on the newspaper? 

A (:t-!o response)· 

Q .Hhat tiree did you meet on that date, do you reca ll? 

A It 't·Jas about ll- :30 in the afternoon. 

Q. While you ,,1e::-e :13..ving somethi1'!g to eat, did you h:...ve 

some conversation betueen yourself, the Coroner, and Co_onel 

Lapping? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Did you talk about the Sheppa1·d case at all? 

A . No, Si? • 

Q Ca..Yl you tell us ;.:h.etl~er or not there l!aS ever any 

discussion in the course of that conversat ion about a 

'potential i"JO!:!s.n !:::Uspect :f1•om Elyria? 

A There never at any time was anything along those lines 

ciscussed. 

Q. Was there any talk about a."ly ·woman suspect from any 

place? 
~~~~~~-t--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~r-~ 

I 



. _:_· -

' . '. 

,. 
' A There 't·ie.s. 

Q Who injected the name of this iwman suspect into the 

conversation? 

A Colonel Lapping. 

Q Did Doctor Gerber m~ke any statement at that time with 

reference to his opinions about the cause of the murd~r? 

'A He did. 

Q, And ·what did he scy? 

A «Hell, t he Z-er~a:d·: that I am going to quote the Coi·oner 

as saying, cane only after a e;ood bit of preliminary discuss· en, 

but before the diru er e:.!ded he said --

13 . SP:SLLACY : Objection. 

THE COURT : Sus tained. 

Q, Was there e .. r1y talk by the Coroner about e wor.mn con...·-ii:c ·r ed 

with the murder? 

A Yes, thcz-e uas . 

Q What did he S3.Y in that context? 

A He said that only a i-:cman could have been guilty, 

because a man 't'1ould have done a cleaner job and not continue 

on after their adversn.ry 11'as finished . 

Q You clearl y remember tha t statement by the Coroner? 

A I distinctly ?emenber it. 

Q At some t i!: e following the murder did you have occasio>. 

to interviet-J Nrs . Hou~~? 

A Will you re~hrazc that question? 
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; Q Yes. At some tine after the mu:;.."der did you have an 

occasion in connection uith your cove:rege of the case, to 

interviet1 Mrs. Es the~ Hou!<::? 

A I did, yes, sir . 

Q Were you in her hom3? 

A Yes, sir ... 

Q. In what part of t:i.e heme? 

A In the living room . 

Q Did you rea.ke any obs~rvations with reference to the 

fireplace when you uere in he:r t.cme? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q What did ycu see in the fireplace?. 

A I saw the r emE'.ins of the logs that were in the fire-

place. 
! 

Q Was there a g:;..·ill in the fireplace, something t o hold.. 

the logs? 

A There i11as a f .:_·e basket , and the logs were in the 

fire basket. 

Q What did you see of the logs, so-called? 

A" Just the ends o 

ffi. SPC.:T.T , t-~CY: !fay 't'1e have a time, 

Judge? 

Yes . 

Q Wnen did these obse:i.·vations take place? 

A On the 6th o:-..~ 7 tl~ of July, 1954. I don v t r ecall ~;hicl:.. 

1' 
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Q Did you have so:-,.!& ccnvGrsaticn with r.Zrs . Houk about 

h e r activities on the :ci.i~it of July 3rd a nd t he I!lo rning of 

July J.~t~? 

A Ye s, sir . 

Q. And what c1id she tell you th~t ::3he had been doing? 

1m _ gi~;;;.J.4,A 'I 

T::·:E COt;"ET~ Sust a ined . 

!v:'.R u E.l\IL:;'"f': !-13.y i·J e epproach t he 

' bench and offer p~oof? 

T::-:!E COURT: Yes . 

(Thereupon Court and Counsel conf erred at t he 

Ccurtt s be~ch out cf the hearing of the jury , 

as :f'ollo:·1s: ) 

This i s t o contrad i ct 

the Stu.te 9s witness, Esther Houk, o.nd this wi tne :::is 

would t estify in sabzta.l'lce that she intervieiJed 

Mrs. Houle and noticed the burned logs in the 

firepl ace, and K1·s. Hcul<:. t old her several point s 

about a ve:y f~ccin~ting magazine article or s tory 

that she h~d been reading early in the morni ng of 

July 4 th, and that after m.~rition-~. 1·:as made o:f this 

one or more tir~e:::i by Mxs e Houk, this witness asked 

Mrs. Houk, "Hi::at 1-•;as the story that yoi:. i.tere r eadinz? 1 ~ 
, · 
\ 

A.."'ld Mrs . Eouk s:>..:!.d.:. 11 I don't remember. " 

Is the t your p •offc~? 
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That is my o~fer 

of proof. 

1·~· o COI'!UGAN": No objection to 

that. We will 'lvith 'rau the objection. That is 

not inconsistent 't·Jith her testimony. 

TI-B COURT: This is my point. 

I will sus"i:.ain. ti'"~e cbj~ction. 

?lease let t::s go forward . 

May I shew f'or the 

record, the inco~sistency? 

TII~ COURT : Yes. P:re you claiuing 

one? 

Yes. The inconsis-

tency be~::'.lg tl:::it althoug2.1 it is not unusual for 

Mxs. Houk this ti."!le, that is to say, in her 

t~stixlo!'.y in this ca.se 3 to be unable to remember 

the magazine a1·ticle she 't':as reading twelve yea.rs 

ago, that i;Jithin a forty-eight hour period afte:c 

the incide_ t h~d occm.·re~, that it is highly 

. unusual, since this is t!1e -..·Jay she accounts for 

her time ,, the def'ense ettern.pt ing to show 'that is 

how her tir:~e 't'Jas spent~ 

TE.C COUR'I': Objection sustained , 

gentle.'.!en. 

(ThcrcupcL p:.~c~ ... -: ~r·:.~.s;s '•Jere resU!ned lJit. in th I\ 
~~~~~~-+~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~--1...._..- -
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hearing of the ju:ry~ as follows:) 

Please proceed, 

Counselor . 

By Mr. Bailey: 

Q No\·~, Maoa.-n, did you ever neet or encounter a man nz..r.:ed 

J olt ~.f;.ltan? 

A Yes.ii 01rt 

Q. Had you e-11e:-..~ !:-,et him before the murder of ~Ia.rily-.a 

Sheppard? 

A No, sir. 

Q At some tine sr.bsequ;;;nt to the murder did you meet 

hirl? 

A I did, sir. 

Q. And 'T:ias the1·e ens meet i ng er t·1ere there several? 

A There were sevaral . 

Q And did you hn.ve sc:::ie conversation with him about 

something he had observed in the house? 

A I did, si~. 

Q. Did you ever h::we occasion to take his affidavit 'N itl 

reference to i·~t.a.t he had observed in the Sheppard house at 

scme tine? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And did his convers2.ticn -- 1. ithout telling · u 'l;·il:at 

it was -- did it hO.'le refe::e:1ce to e.:::i.y LYldividual tl-:e.t !12-c 

been seen L~ the ~cuz2? 
_ _.:._~__!!.-L---------------------'----:-:--i------------· .. -- -
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And did you determine l';ho that individual was by his 

reference to sone means of identification? 

A Yes, sir .. 

Q. . And who was it? 

r 

MR ~ SPELLl~CY: Objection • . 

Objecticn. 

THE COURT : Sustained, and 

Counselor will l.ot proceed or pursue that line 

of inquiry. You may make a proffer i~ you wish, 

Counselor. 

I will make a 

proffer. 

(Thereupon Counsel and the Court co1ferred at 

Court's bench out of the hearine cf the jury, 

follows:) 

the 

?HE COGRT: iXr. Bailey, please 

proceed. 

The witness would · 

say that the 1Jitness Mr. I . . T !{!-akan identified u. 

Spencer Houk of Lake Road, Bay Village, as the 

man he had seen in the home in Deceaber, the 

same man who was the recipient o"f: the key. 

TIS COURT: further, 

Counselor? 
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£.:ffi • . 13.!\IIEY : Yes , t here certainly 

is. 

Tha ce:ensa has eve~y right to prove 

that the c rime i1as net cci'.li":l itt ed by the defendant, 

but by a third pe~spn. 

This is a s ubs t antia l piece of circurJ-

stantial ev i dence t c..11d i ng to show -- I 

:L'E.E COU11T : Eold it do'tm, keep 

· '-Your voice dc~m, pl ease . 

HR o BP.IL:S"I : That J. Spencer Houk 

t:as the r ec: ipient of a k-:~y to the Sheppard hon e 

given him by l-!arilyn Sheppard . 

The evidence 't'Jill shew that the key 

\"Jas not pxesGnt in the ho::.1e on July 4 t h, and t hat 

it 't·ms not prene-nt seve::.·al days therf after, perhaps 

months i-1hil e the investigat ic:.1 i:ias active • 

. And that sar:ie key, at leas'G by inference, 

is the one which i-1as f ot:nd i n the pres ence of 

Sergeant Eubach on Hovember 11, 1954; circumstantia l 

evidence to show the key coul d only have been 

deposited by sc,~aone i-Jho had a ccess to the house, 

a number of these> other t han the officials, . 

J. Spence::- Y.olil, as t he evi denc e shoirn. 

This witness is not 

t· ' e-~t' -.., '.,,"~-,., - to 1.:!"'_a t sor.:Gb cdy else told her~ tha t 
.;..,) •- -.,; ~ .. ! ._:. I -·-r-
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so;':lebody else c..t thG tine not then being unde:r 

oath,, 't're are denied the op:!_:)ortu..11ity of cross-

examining this cth::r witne::i s . 

1-8. E..HT·EY: You have already 

cross-examined hir:i. 

HR. CO~R!G.ll..IT : Not on that. It is 

pure hear.sa~r as viith regard to this tdtness here,, 

and should go cut fo? that reason,, and fer the 

, reason that '~ e a:re also denied the opportunity 

of cross-exanining him on any identification that 

· he made. 

You could have cro~s-

examined hir.1 i::h.:?n he 1:ias here. 

TE'.3 COURTi I.-et the record sho1·1 

that the objection is sustained . 

T:~e testi:1or.y is precluded en the basis 

it is rank l earse.y , and predicated on tl.at 

'\'Zhich would be highly speculative and conjectu:ral. 

Please p?cceed . 

The evidence will 

show that this 1:1itness pointed to a picture o:f 

J. Spencer Houk end said, i:That is the man that 

I sai·1," e.nd he gave affidavits naming J. Spencer 

Houk as the !!19..11 he sa.w in the house, in December. 

TRZ CO'URT: Hold 1t a moment. 
.· 

' ' 
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Are you finishc~, Counselor? 

Yes. 

'i'EE: C 01.JR? : (Addressing the jury) 

I.ad ies and ger..tlemen of the jury, ples:.sG 

be at ease z_nd visit anor..get you:rzelvas , if you 

\'Ji sh. 

L"l i::t-;ipo:rt of its ruling, the Court 

cites fo:r· t!1e r0co1·<l, 21 Ohio Jurisprudence, 2nd, 

1 at page 536, ;:;.nd quotes frcm it as follo~·JS: 

11Hhc::e identification of a person 

is one of s0veral see~ tog~ther , at a 

specif~c t:Lr13 and at a deGie;!+ated location, 

becor.:i~s w:.:te:rial, photographs uf1 the person 

in ques tion sho~·:n to be good lileenesses of 

him, m"!d to have been sboim to the idtness 

shortly afte::c the time in questtcn, \-Jhc 

°t'Jas then able to identify the photographs 

as the likenes~zs of the p3rson in question, 

may properly be used by such a t·Jitness 11 
--

and undersco:ce 't"Jitnezs ri te i dentify the 

person after the lapse of several years. 11 

requested 

scored. 

P.:.'1d let the record show that this Cou_ t 

that the tCl'l!l at that print be Under­

And t_1c; ::tv.li1:z st.::'J.1ds, 'a.nd let's 
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p:r·oceed,, gen tler.icn ~ 

HR .. "P~ Iil.'Y: If it please the 
I 

Court, 1 bTine to the Ccurt's attent on the fact 

that I could not properly bring out ·rem. the 

witness Yu-akan, whose picture he had identified 

because that ,.,;is hearsay .. 

But this 1dtness sm,, him i · entify the 

picture as the ~::i.n ha lad seen house, und 

• this 1dtn:;ss k."101·:s tvho that picture , epresented. 

\:ral\.an nc:ver saw J'.. Spencer Houk from 

December, 1953, until he tock this 'ttness sta.'ld, 

::t~:: :::' s:.::::d s::: ::t,,:t i:r::~~ "a 

!f 01·:, ha could say he sai1J J ne1·1spaper 

picture, but thG:.t, too, is hearsay, Ith~ fact that 

a newspaper C2.p'Cions a pictu1~e J .. S:s>encer Hcuk 

is not CO:!':'!petent evidence that it is !-1.r. Houk. 

I an putting this evidence in the only 

:proper :'c~,,1a.y it c~ be offered. This i·Jitness can 

say tha.t IQ-aka.,,."'l looked at this picture and he 

said that is the r.1~'1. . I sa~·J the pictuxe and I 
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knew tha.t 'tilO..S a pictul·e of ;J .. Spencer Houk, because 

I kne't'l J. SpG~ccr Houl\. . 

1I1IE COURT: I understand your 

position, CounselorQ 
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Let the r0~01·d .shm·i tlv-:i.t the Court ts 

ruling stands. 

Purthe~ in sup9ort of its ruling the 

Court cites Chc::.~y(.:;e:: 13, Eu:rd ~nd L-ong, at paraG;raph 

13.1, page 246 and 24-7, and Coun£elor is instructed 

not to pursue this line cf qucsticnLvig with thi~ 

t·iitness any f'urthe::.·. 

~IR • BA.CLEY: All rig.ht. I wish 

to make a further ob"cction to an order of t he 

Court t hat I not be per!littcd to proceed further 

to lay the four..a~t ion for what I re.;;ard as e::-i.tirely 

proper evid~nce . 

(Thereupon p:ccccGdings 1.·:ere resu.ned within t he 

hearing of the jur-y, ac f'cllo~·:s:) 

You nay examine, S ; -.... -- . 
CROSS EJ{_;.illI!JATIO:I Ol? K.l\.TB!:tH CAPODICE 

Ey Mr. Corriaa.n : 

Q When did you fiz·st go to ~<Ja r!.::. f'or the Lorain Jourr.al? 

A I belieV·3 a mo:1'c!1 before the Shep pa.rd case. 

Q A month befo:..·e the ShGppard case ; specifically ·uhat 

wer0 your duties th:::::;.'G? 

A I ·was hired specific::..lly just to report the Shcppa=..·~ 

case. 

Q The L-0rain Jom·:ial ~·;a. s interested in reporting the 

- T-· 
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Sheppard case? 

A Yes, they uere. 

Q And they hi~ed you for that purpose? 

A Right. 

Q 1-fnere had you uorked befc::ce ~Jorking for the Lera; n 

Journal? 

A I had i 1:orked fC!' cthe::c neuspcpers . 

Q Keep your voice up , ple~se. 

A ' I had worked fo::c other ne~·rnpape::cs ~ 

Q Other newsp~pe1·s? 

A Right. 

A The Hearst Ns:·:s:;:;aper~ . 

A I worked i'or the 5:;)!'cld lt;":!ericc;.n, ''l'Jhich iG nm11 defunct 

Q The Herald .P..!,:01~ic::m li7:lere? 

A 326 West i:-~:.d ison Avezrne , Chicago, Illinois. 

Q How long did you \':ork for the Herald Ar:lerica.'1.? 

A About a yec.1· ar~d ~ . a.lf . 

Q Uhen did you l'JO:i.'k fer the Herald American? 

A Fxom about August of 1946 until about eig.Yiteen months 

latei· • 

. [ Q. Whe1·e did ycu \·Jorl<. after worlting for the Herald A"neric n? 

A. I "t'10rl~ed for t1~ 1·I.2.shingto~ Herald Post a.s special 

services. 
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A It was in \·:'a.shington;i D. co 

Q How lens did you wo:rk in that employment? 

A I ·uould say about tuo years. 

Q Then i.1he:re did ycu go to work after that? 

• I A I 1·wrked in Ifoc.rst 11:i.nugeri.ent . 

THE COUHT: I am sorry, I car.not 

hear ycu .. 

A '' I worked in _:20.rst Ha.n~c;e.-: nt. 

Q l·Jhe:re i11as that at? 

Q · How long did you worlc in Hsars t Management? 

A Abcut eighteen months . 

Q Then where dic1 you work e.fter that? 

A I came home and I went to work for the Lorain Journal. 

Mr. Lapping had worked for Hearst and he became the editor. 

Q I see o You car.ae ho:cle -- is Lorain your heme? 

A No, sir. Cleveland;i Ohio is. 

Q. Cleveland, Ohio, is your home? 

A Yes. 

Q Hot'1 long did you continue to work :for the Lorain 

Journal? 

A Parbiay thrcu,gh the Sheppard case. 

Q. Partway through the Shep11ard lase. :Uoi>J, somei1here 

through the Sheppard ccse did you leave the Lorain Journ~l? 

.... 
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A Yes_, sir. 

Q .And when mw t!u t? 

A Sir, I would say about in October of 1954. 

Q Then where did :;·au go to \'Jork·? 

·A I went in businens for nyself. 

Q I see. 1f!".D .. t ty}_)G of business did you go into? 

A The mortgage lea~ business . 

Q · · The mortge.eG lccn bu::iness? 

A ·Yes. 

Q 1'J'nat was the m:.;·:ie cf this business that you i·an for 

yourse;t.f? 

A It was · Caped ice £fo1 .. tgages. 

A It uas located a"G 750 Broadi;ay in Lore.in_, Ohio. 

Q Specifically what was the flli'1ction cf this mortgage 

finance business? 

A The funct ion c-J: it 't'Jas the procurement of' FHA a...'1.d GI 

loans for the brokers in Lcrain, :financing o:f commercial 

·, , 

shopping cei:.ters_, :!:'01· p20~'.)le 't·:ho as1<:.ed for it. Tha t 1·Jes the 

function of' it. 

Q Did you go into t~1is business ~dth so::neone else? 

A No, sir. 

Q Alone? 

A Yes, si::.--. Ch::::.rle3 E. Miller of Miller Insurance 

shared the off'icG 11ith tle. But it t·i ::..s ny C \ n busi:ic::i::::> ~YJ.d 
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' 
the insurance was a Separate department. 

Q How long did ycu continue in tha t bu:zil css? 

A I 't'1ould so.y about two and a h~lf yea.rs. 

Q And that would bring us then up to somei·1here around 

1957, is that correct? 

A No, sir. In between 1954, I stop. ed working a.."'1d I 

didn't do anything. And in 1960 I opened up the rno14 tgc.ge 

loan -- in 1959, I ODe~~G the uortgage lcru.1 office. 

Q Mow, you said -1~ bet'!.·:cen 2951.} a.l'ldl what date you 

working; you 'l:Jerc at the Lorain Post in 199~? 

A No, sir, the I.or~in Journal. 

Q The Lorai._71 Journcol. .And t hen 

A I stopped wo:·ki ng . 

Q You stopped uorkine;_, for how lon°· a period of time did 

you stop i·10rkin.s? 

A I stopped ~·ior!ci.ng f::eo!Yi 1954 until 1958 or '59 when I 

got my real estate lice~se. I 

Q I see. 1fnen did y ou go into the mortgage loan business 

A I went in about .t\91•il of 1959. 

Q · I see. So you di5nvt go into the private business 

immediately afte? l eaving the Lorain Journal? 

A No, sir. 

Q lJhat did. you do by '!,·m.y of employment during tha t period 

of time? 

A I had a ncrf'ec·~lv ~ccd ht.1sba:~d 1rJho enjoyed su,_.,,porting - " -
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me .. 

Q I see, and youT husband 0s name? 

A Joh.~ Capodice. 

Q Were you married to :Mr~ Capodice when you worked for 

the Lorain Journa l? 

A I surely 1.~as • 

Q, Were you rJarried to 1.1r. Capodicc ,;.;hen you ~orked for 

the Hearst ne·wspape:rs? 

A I surely ·was. 
" Q. Were you r:.arr .:.ed to Hr . Caped ice when you "ft:orked in 

Washington, D. C.? 

A I married Hr~ C<:!.p odice Ap1•il 28, 1937, in CJ.evela..11d, 

Ohio. 

Q. But the point is you 't'Jc1·c ma:cr ied at the tir.i.e you ".11ere 

working in Washington, cmd in Nei.·1 Yorlc., and for the Lc:rain 

A That is co?rect, si'.i'.', · yes, sir . 1 

Q. Sc that after you l eft 'Che Lor8.in · Journa'l then r.tc., 

Ca.pcdice supported you solely f1~on that point on, · is that 

. '' ' 

correct? 

. 

A Sir, I was D..l\·;n.ys supporting me one hundred 
percent :

1 
I 

\ 
i Whatever I wide 1.~as a sheer bonus~ .. ~ ·:.-, -_, .: "· 

Wne::ce did you live after leaving the Lorain : 

(\ I 
x.ffio DAIT·"""l : I object, your Hcno1· . . \ 

' I -.-~ 

Q I see. 
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This is irrelev :::mt . 

After she left ·t he 

Lorain Jou~nal, Counselor? 

Af'ter all the trans-

actions she testified to were pa.st ·; ( yes, tal<:.en ' 

~here she ·lived after ·that is irrelevunt, and 

I object~ 

T13 COURT : Y.!2.y I see Counselor? 

(Thereupon Cou.:rt and Counsel conferred at the 

Court vs bench out o:f the hearing of the jury.) 

Tr::E CO\.JRT: overruled . 'Pleas e 

proceed, Counselor . 

In viet.z of the 

representatio::i.s at thG bench, my objection is 

Mr . Reporter , "Nill 

you read the l ast question ,bact<:., please? 

TS:: COURT: M.r. Reporter , please 

read ·the l~st question. · 

(Fcllo'l.·1ing q_uestion was · :reo.d by the reporter:) 

11! see. W.'1ere did you live after leaving the 

Lora.in Journ~l? 11 

A I lived at 3:04 Colc~'3.do Ave::i.ue, Lora:in, Ohio. 

Q, With 't·J:-io:n d i d ~rou _iv .:; at t:-:.:;.t add!'ess? ~_l.L..:.~--'~~-1--~~~~~~~~~~~---'~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~t-----
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A I lived t here 'Nith t:~/ husband,,, and I lived · there t·iith 

Colonel Lapping i:.·1hcn I h:ld kno m pre 1iously. 

Q This ·is the sane colonel that is the editor and the 

publisher . of t he Lorain Journal? 

A He is not t he publisher. I never said that. He ·uas 

the editor. · 

Q The editor? 

A· The Horwitz f'a::1ily i s the publisher . 

Q .ls this his heme on Colorado Avenue? 

A No, it isn't. It t10.s a renta.l tiome • 

Q How long did you live at that address ai'ter l eaving 

the Lorain Journal'? 

A I ·lived thc1~~ t~rn ye3.1~s . 

Q Then, t·Jhere did :y~cu live after that? · 

A I bought ny mm horae in Lora.in. 

Q Did you con-Ginue to live in your ot-m home then there-

after? ,... 

A Of courseo 

Q Are you living in that hone today? 

A No, sir. I sold i·~ and I bought another ·_;_ ·I still 

own it., and I bought another heme thc.t I a.'11 living in today . 

Q Uow, have you lived continuously in Lorain ever since 

1954? 
. , 
' A Mo, sir. 

Q Where else did ;}'OU live , other th""n Lorain? · 

I 

~ 
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A Avon Lake.:i ·\·Jhich is ,_.·here I live now . 

Q Avon Lake? 

A · Right. 

Q Didyoulive anyplac e else ether -Chan Avon Lake? 

A No, sir. 

Q Now, you i ndicated th:it you had a meeting 'Nith Doctor 

Gerber, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Doctor Gerber 3<:..v,3 you some pictures in connection 'l:Jith 
J 

the Sheppard case? 

A He surely dido 

Q Then ·the colonel advised you t o c a ll Doctor G·a:cber for 

the purpose o:f havi..'1['.; Doc'Go:i.· a-erber have dinner 'l.vith you and 

he, so that you !'JCJ,y retm:.·n the kind gesture for hir!l ·Gurning 

·che pictures ever to ~rcu, is the.t correct? 

A One hundred percent . 

Q, Did you have any difficulty reaching Docto:..· Gerber-? 

A None \•ihat.soev.:::r . 

Q Where did you call hiB? 

A I called him at the County 1,!orgue . 

Q And did you tn.lk viith. his s .scretary? 

A No, I didn t t. I asl-.ed for Doctor Gerbe1~. I don 1 t 
;;-1 

' '· 

Q. Then you su'.Jseq_uen'Gly did tallt with Doctor GGrber? · 

\ . I 
I A Mr. Corri:~n:i I did t'-lk idt:1 Doctor Gerber,, yes, 8..~'d 

_:_UL:..--...l-~-------------:------------ .- -



1JG2 

he accepted my invit~tion. 

Q, .Yes. At that ti:=e did the colonel t ell you -vihen to 

fix the c1at e for th-:; dirn::cr? 

A He said any . time at Doctor Ge::rbc:i:.·~s convenienceq 

Q, Then i-C 'l:JO,s by mutue.l a~·rangement b~tween you and 

c.orrect? 

A Right. 

Q , You say at that time, there ':;az no discussion about 

a ·woman in Elyria beir.s involved .in this matter? 

A · Absolutely none ~·:h2.tsoever . 

Q. Was there some di~cussion betwc~n Deeter Gerber and 

you and the colonel r0lative to the Lorain Journal being · 

desirous of scocpir..e the Cleveland Press on a story? 

A None whatsoeve1~ .. 

Q. , · I see. 

A. We didn ~ t even hs:ive a photographer on this tr .:.al • 

. I That is how i nte:rested we '!.•1e1·e in scooping anyone about 

anything at anytime. Ue '!::ere Giving it the minim-ui11 covez·age 

Q · But you v1ere hired to cover this trial as a rspc,rter? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, And t hat ".·ias yo';.lr sole function? 

I 
A Si:r, you asked me tho..t and :!:: told you. 

Q : And did you co•rnr 
• J.. 

J..1..' t , I • r t di·a · t as a rr-a-~er Ol ac , you ~o -
\ 

, Until Oct ob Gr cf th:>.t year. You iust asl~ed roe;; that. i ... ! 
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Q. '\<fa.at was your re<;.son for leavi~g the pape:e michJay 

through that trial or d~rin~ October o~ that year? 

A For the ~il:-i9le reason the If.)rain Journal was not th~ 

l{.ind of paper anyone would li!rn to work f'or. The 't'lages i'Jere 

poor . . We 'lqere over1:1orked and u..vi.derpaid; a."l.d I co.uld no 

longe::.- go on. 

A I did. 

Q, 'And then you left on y our o'l'm accord? 

A ! did. 

Q. .[md you had nade this determinuticn as to being over-

worked and underp.:.id i..Yl. :Jc rl<::'i ng for \;hem in a period of hew 

long? 

A From July until October o 

Q. . July until ·Octcber. H:.8.t lJD.S significant about notici ~ 

some burnt logs in the fireplace of' ?·Irs . Houk• s ·hcne? 

A It was signigicant t o me that anybody would have a 
. . . 

fire at ·that t ine of year .. It see:i.lwd ·vei-y· strange. · · · 

Q. . Did you see any coal in t hat firep lace or· in the 

vicinity of the fir e}?lc.ce? 

A EV'erythil"!.t; had been burned out pretty -well. Mrs . I-ioul( 

told me that there b~d b en some ccal in it, as I r ecall , o~ 

at least she did. This is t•:1elve yea:rs ago. 

~ Did you s ee a:ny coal? 

A I didn 1 t c .:t up a:.:.<i t:lr:.ke a r.:inut~ i~1sp ection tc fi:'.".c\ 
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cut. 

Q. But you sau scne logs? 

A Yes,, I did~ · 

Q And on \'~hn:c date t·J~Z this? 

A It ·,·ias on July 6th or 7th,, 1954 . 

Q Did you c cr.:2en't .c:.t that ti!n.e about there being burnt 

logs in the rircplacc? 

A I don't remc.1bor. I did bring to Doctor Gerber =s 

attention that I thou:;I1·'- it ~.-J:=..s odd f::he had a fire,,· 1:1h~ he 

car11e to dinner. 

Q .Now., this n<::..~e., Hrs .· Post, you used that in ccnnccticn 

with your w::cit -lng? 

A Right . Post ic T:!:1f ~ai"en narae. It is my fathervs 

name . 

Q Other than cove~ing the She9purd case, have you been 

a reporter ••:ith these other ne1'ispape:cs? 

A No,; because I was ali·mys in special services · and 

special assignment. 

Q. Noi-;, what do you !:lean by special services and speci"71 
i 
' ; 

-! 
assignment? 

' . 
A I mean that I covered c..'1ti- vivisection f'or the Hearst 

newspape_rs, which mts in accord i·iith ~fa.". Hearst's personal, 

wishes. Th~t was cne sp~ciaJ. assign:.ient that I had for 
... \ 

thG.~ 

I 
·I 

j 

~~-'-'~~~-i+.~-P.-·~~~i!r~·~v_r1_1_1_1_~_-_~~E-~_~_~_~_~_?_:_. _P_.~_-u_:_.·_s_t_.~~-"-~~~~~~~~~~~~\ ___ _ 
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Q · Is he alive toda;:r? 

A ifo, sir • . 

Q ·. Eo~·1 long haz he been d ead'? 

.... _,. 

A He ·died in the early 50~s, I 1·:ould say. 

Q It was hiz i·: i sh ·~hat you be ercployed and given special 

assigtiltents i'1ith :hie ne'::spo..pe1--, is that correct? 

A Right. 

Q Ho1·1 long have you kno~m the colonel that edits or did 

edit the Lorain J ou:cnal? 

A I would say from 191.~3. 

Q Is the colonel still a.l i ve? 

A He is.· 

Q, Where i s he living nct-J? 

A He is living in Buffalo. 

Q. How ·long has ·che Lm:·o.in Journal been out of' buzine ;.:;s? 

A !t is not out cf' b~1s inesso 

Q It is still in business? 

A It publis!1es every single day . 

Q Hew long has the colonel been disassociated with the 

I.-orain Journa l as ed itor? 

A As nea~ as I can r3call~ since September of 1956. 

Q · you had test ified that Deeter Gerber said that cnly 

a woma.Tl could do this, i s that correct'? 

A Yes. 

Q. And the c olc!::;l 1:2.:::.rd th~t? 
_ _!!__-R--1------------------------- ------
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··A He was sitting there~ he r.rnst have. 

Q Ycu 'tiere at that time, employed by th~ Lorain Journal 

for the purpose of' ~·11·iting about tha ShGppard case, is that 

coi~rect? 

A Mr. Corrig£i.n, you have a£l<.ed me th.at nine t irilcs . 

That is correct c..nd ~rou are l"ight. 

Q Now, did you at any tir.ie, write in the Lorain .Journal 

that Doctor Gerber said , !?Only a woman could have done this uc, 

MR. COP.RIGAN: No further questions. 

Tnank you very much . 

No further qussticnso 

THE C Ou"RT: You are excused. 

'I'HE 1-JI'I'rffiSS : Thank you, your Honor . 

Ladies and gentle:n::m 

of the jury, it is after four o'clock, and we have 

had a long day~ 

Hhile you a.re a'l:m..y on your overnight 

adjournment, you will bear in nind the instructions 

given you on each occasion when you leave this 

room. 

You shall not discuss this case or 'i,.Jha.t 

you have he~rd of it amongst yourselves. You 

shall not per-::lit i:."1;lone el:::a to discuss it i·zith 

you, nor ::;h.:i.11 you pc?.;::it yourselves to overhe~r 



• 

anyth-1ng that rela.tcs to thi:::: case by any oeans 

of communication., havin.g in i:1ind and spccificully 

in detail the c.dmoni'Gion 1·iith r~:::pect to printed 

material, radio, e..nd television . 

We uill stG.nd adjourned, ladies and 

gentlemen, . until 9:15 tomorrow morning. 

(Thereupon an adjcurnm.ont 't•i<:.s taken to 9:15 a.m. :i 

Saturday, No~1c~-::bcr 12, 1966, o.t which time the 

rfollowing :p:..~occ0"Jin3s "tJel"e had: ) 


