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- DON J. AHERN, having been .first 

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION OF DON J. AHERN 

By Dr. Gerber: 

Q What is your name, please? 

A Don J. Ahern. 

Q Where do you reside? 

A 29146 Lake Road in Bay Village. 

Q How long have you lived there? 

A Since December of 1950. 

Q Are you married? -
A Yes, sir. 

Q Your wifets name? 

A Nancy. 

Q Were you friends, social friends and acquaintances 

of Dr. Sam Sheppard and harilyn Sheppard? 

A Yes, sir. 
i 

Q, can you tell us when you saw Dr. Sheppard and Marilyn: 

Sheppard on Saturday, July Jrd.? 

A Would you repeat that please? 

Q. When did you see Dr. Sheppard and harilyn Sheppard 

on Saturday, July 3rd? 

·- A Initially about six o'clock in the afternoon. 

Q Where did you see her? 
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I 
: A 

l ' I ~. 

At our residence. 

And what occurred? 

I A 
! 

'l1hey wer·e the r·e for two hou l's. uurinz 

I that period o: time we all had psrhaps two cocktails 

I 
apiece. -.-,e discussed the progress of Mrs. Sheppard's 

golf, '.t.nasmuch as my r::ife had been assisting her in f:Olf. 

She had Jlayed ve~y ::ttle before. Other t~an that l 

:hink it was ~~st J: & ~eneral nature, nothing unusual 

I ,;_n particular. 
i 

I : 
Then what 

,, -, ¥" .. ............ ..., down to the residence of Dr. ?rom th::r:_: Vi-S 

Sarr: Shey;lard.. 

'<v :Uld Dr. She-~.:;is.rj leave ah2ad of you or w.s_s he gone 

at any time in those two h~urs? 

.A As I recall he left maybe five or ten minutes -~r:or 

to the time thst we left. l don't recall exactly, but 

~ think he did leave prior to our departure. 

Q, "i~ho did you depart with? 

A As l recall, one of our children, ~ichael, I think 

rode ~n the car with us, ~rs. Sheppard and my wife • 

. :hat happened to the othc::r child? 

A Oh, l think their son, Chip, walked down to their 

residence with our daughter Leslie. 

Q '1Yhat time did you leave y.Jur home? 

A About eight o'clock. 
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,Q 
i 

What time did you arrive over at the Sheppa1•d' s 

I home? 

IA 
I .. 
I lo., 

Perhaps two minutes later. 

Then what happened, what happened then? 
I 

IA Some t~me between the time we arrived and started 

eating dinner I re call that Sarn and I walked down to the 

beach to look at the water inasmuch as he had planned on 

1

1

' skiing the following day. 

Q ~as Dr. Sheppard there when you arrived? 

A Yes, he was. He was there at the house. 

Q, He was at the house when you arrived? 

;A Yes. 
i 

~ All right, go ahead. 

A I recall the water was very rough that evening,, 

and it was a little disappointing because he had invited 

a numb2r of ~nternss for the following day to ski. 

';Je were down there for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes 

and came back up to the house, and shortly thereafter 

we went down in the basement, that is, Dr. Sam, our 

two children, and their son Chip. And Sam was showing the 

children hov.· to use the ~unching bag. We were down there 

i for perhaps ten or fifteen minutes and came back up. 
I 
I I Shortly thereafter, we had dinner on th~ porch, that is, 

the adults did, and the children ate ln the kitchen. 

Q. What happened then? 
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A 

i 

- .,, ,_. . - ""'\. 
. ·-~ :J 

After dinner, the two Eirls, that is, my wife and 

i Ilrs. Sheppard cleared the table off and then brought 

I , dessert out, and vJe ate our dessert, and following that 
I 
I I took crnr two children home, Mike and Leslie, and that 

I 

was about 10:30. Then I returned perhaps ten minutes 

later. 

~~ 'iiha t happened then'.' 

A "Nell, I recall little Chip, just as I came in the 

living room, li~tle Chip dressed in his pajamas came 

down the steps and his mother, he said something to his 

mother which I didn't recall and she advised him to go 

on back upstairs and go back to bed, which he did. 

:.L'hen we began watch:i.ng a movie on television. Of course, 

had been listeninc to the ball game to that time. Nothing 

unusual happened for the. balance of the ever,ing. c:Je stayed· 

there until the conclusion of the movie which was on 

~elevision and also listened to the ball came. And as I 

re call it, it was about 12 :30 when we departed. Do you 

want me to continue? 

Yes, go right ahead. 

A I would say somewhere between 11:30 and perhaps a 

quarter to twelve Sam had been drowsing a bit .i.n the chair, 

and he then went over to the couch and laid down. I think 

especially the girls were tryinc to keep him awake so that 

he would watch the movie. He finally went to sleep I would 



- say about a half hour before we left. 

Did you ~otice how he was dressed? 

A ~le 11, l re call that he had on his cord slacks, a 

white T-shirt, and sweat so.cks, and brown sneakers or 

j 

' 
I 
i 
! 
j 

moccasins. I am not positive if he had on his brown 
I 

cordurdy 
I 

I 

I 
I think he did. jacket or not. Vhatever, it was very 

much in evidence, I can't recall seeing it clearly, I 

know he had it on during the course of the evening, 

following the time we came back up from the basement. 

Q Vias it cool enough to wear a jacket? 

A Oh, yes. It was rather windy that evening and, of 

course, we ate on the porch and it was quite windy out 

there. 

1 
~ You were wear~ng a jacket? 

A 1 had somethln[ on. l don't recall what it was. 

'::hat about a wrist watch, did Dr. Shep9ard have on a 

wrist watch? 

A As I recall, be did. 

~ On which hand was he wearing it? 

A I think it was on !:1is right hand. My recollection 

of having saen the watch WBS at our house. 

Q Which side of the hand was the face of the watch, 

was it on the palm side or the back side of the hand? 

A That is a pretty difficult question. I don't recall. 

I do know that when he was at our house, we were sitting 
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_ ... 

in the kitchen, at sort of a breakfast bar, and he ~as 

sitting to my left, somewhat as I arn sitting now, and I 

could see his hand up there, and as I recall he did h~ve 

on his watch. 

Q Is he right-handed or left-handed? 

A He is right-handed as I recall. 

Q Did you see a chain, a key chain, charm? 

A I have seen it many times, but I do not re call 

·having seen it on that occasion. 

Q Did he have a ring? 

A I don't recall. 

Q Fraternity ring or something, any kind of a ring? 

A l just don't recall. 

"I- ·11hen you left with Urs. Ahern did y::>u notice whether 

or not the door· that led out on the porch was locked? 

.A I know that my wife had locked it previously some 

time ct..i.ring the course of the evening. I think it was 

shortly aft-2r we came in from havins eaten. ! 
i 

i Do you know whether or not it was opened up subsequent I 
I 

I 
to that time? 

A I t hink not. 

Q Was there anything said or done that evening that 

would irritate Dr. She9pard or Mrs. Sheppard? 

A Not a thing. Everything was most pleasant. There 

just wasn't a thing. 
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Q You have had many meetings or social Gatherings wlth 

Dr. Sheppard and Hrs. Shep:Jard? 

A Yes, s ir. 

Q Was it characteristic of Dr. Sheppard to go to sleep 

in the middle of the party? 

A (witness nods) Sam was quite a good sleeper. He 

worked hard and slept hard. So that fact wasn't a bit 

unusual. 

Q It wasn't unusual he went to sleep? 

A Because many times at ciur house he has gone to sleep 

after a me al. 

~ Do you have any knowledge of any temper that Dr. 

Sar.i Shep_;;>ard had or may have had? 

A He certainly never displayed it around me. 

~othing unusual at all. 

Did you ever accept any confidences from Mrs. Sheppard, 

~arilyn Sheppard? 

A ~w, sir. 

Did she ever try to tell you anything confidential? 

A No, sir, she never has. 

Drt. C2.i.i.B2R: rrhat is all. 

• 




