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Thereupon the defendant, further to maintain
the issues on his part to be maintained, called as
a witness JOHN CURRY, who, being first duly sworn,

wes examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Petersilge:
Will you state your name?

John Curry.

Your address?

3294 Chalfont Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio.

You are a practicing attorney in Cuyahoga County, are you
not? | {
Yes, sir.

And have an office in the Engineers Building?

Yes, sir. |

Do you hold any public office, Mr. Curry?

Yes. I am a member of the Board of County Commissioners, ?
J

Now, Mr. Curry, directing your attention to a meeting of f

the Board of Commissioners that was held during the month of%

July, do you recall an occasion in which I appeared before %
|

that Board and made a request?

Yes, I do. !

And will you state what that request was?

You requested the Board of County Commissioners to act
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to act as arbiters in a reward offer to be made by the

Sheppard family.

And that was in connection with wha+ matter?

In connection with the murder of Marilyn Sheppard. You
were offering a reward.

Now, did the Board of County Commissioners act in that
matter?

No. They were advised by the prosecutor that they could
not act as a Board.

Do you recall then, whether I made a request that the
members of the Board act as individuals in that matter?
Yes. You made such a request.

Can you tell the jury what was done on that reguest?

We agreed to act as individuals, the three members of the
Board of Commissioners, of County Commissioners, Mr.
Gorman, Mr. Spieth and myself agreed indivﬁdually to act

as arbiters for that fund.
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Do vou have an executed copv ol

Well, will wvou take z look at

Sheppard; Dr, Richard N. Sheppard; Dr, Stephen L, Cheppard;

money is to be held

Yes, ¢ir.
NOW

MR, PARR

Yes., It was signed
All right. Will you

Yes. The agreement

, can you Jjust summarize what thcse provisions are?

ING:

date of the
cn the 12th

go ahead?

provided in

it

4 : .d Ly - By
ohat witrn ouf?

and state whco the
~ 2 -~ )
Sheppard; Ir. B. L,

Tle .

and Henry W. Speeth,

ferth the Terms on vhish the rewsrd

M2y we hzave the

day of July., 1054,

substance that we were

, Will wvou state whether
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be the arbiters of 2 reward offered by the Sheprzrd fam:lw

in the sum of $10,000 for the arrest and Tinzal conviction

Anc¢ was there any provision for possible extencion of that

Yes. It provided further that if at that time, at the
end of five years, there was nc arrest and there hagd
not been a final disposition cof the case, we were to
continue fo hold that reward money until there was 2

fter

o

final disposition of that particular case arising
a five-year periodg.

Now, under the fterms of that agreement, Mr. Curryv, whose
deciegion is final with respect to disposition of that
money?

The arbiters, two out of three may decide the matter.

Can vou tell the jury whether pursuant to that agreement
any money was put up to support the reward?

Yes. The Sheppard family deposited $10,000 in the Cleve-
land Trust Compan&.

And do you have in your possession the bank book which
evidences that deposit?

I do.

Will you take it out and refer to 1t?
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CRCSS-INAMINATION COF JCHN F, CURRY
By Mr, Danaceazu:
Mr. Curry, vou ordinarily ses me Qown &t S Eoorld ol
County Commissioners, con't yvou?
Veg, sir,
And wag I present at the time that Mr, Petersllce cams
dowr tc make the reguest of tne Board?
Yes, vou were, Mr, Danaceau.
ind was I the one vou presented the provnler Lo as 1o
whether the Board could act in that capaciiy®
Vou viere the one.
Ind is it not a fact that I told you thet the Zozard as
a2 Board could not, but that vou ndiviauzlly hzd z nerfect
right to do so¥

ind you followed that advice?

Veg ir.

m

Now, this agreement, which is dazted the 1
the date that this conversation took plzce, was it®

I don't remember that, Mr. Danaceau. I don't thinll sc
because it was a later date when we signed the agreement
and the money was deposited.

Ls a matter of fact, the first meeting with the RBozard of

County CommisSioners took place almost a week before
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Well, the Thursday previ
On a Thursaay’

Yes.

Yes,

Then that would be the dav?

That would be the day.

MR, DANACEAU: Thank vou, Thattg
all,

MR, PETERSILGE: Thanl: vou, sir.

MR, DANACEAU: Oh. one other

guestion, John, before you leave,
THE WITNESS: A1l right, Saul,
MR. DANACEAU: There had bheen
considerable newspaper stecries about this offer

of a reward before it was presented to the

Roard of County Commissioners, wasn't there”

THE WITNESS: I can't -- I aon't
remember.
MR, DANACEAU: Well, do you

recall that when the offer was made to the
Board of County Commissioners on July 8th,
that the newspapers ran stories about a reward
being offered?

THE WITNESS: As to whether of

not there was an offer of reward in print prior
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to our being asked to

tell vou, I dont't unow,
MR, DANLCEAU: I know. but on :

Julyr 8tr and immedietely

in public, wasn't t° ‘
THE WITNESS: Oh, ves, &t that |
time, ves,. '

MR. DANACEAU:
was done before newspaper men
TEZ WITNESS:

open. hearing in our Commissioner's cffice.

Q

MR. DANACEAU: tnd thzt very dayv [

all the newspaprers ran stories about it
THE WITNESS:

that's right.

MR

iait g

DANACEAU: £11 right. That
is all,

(Witness excused.)




