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Thereupon the defendant, further to maintain 

the issues on his part to be maintained, called as 

a witness JOHN CUP.RY_, who, being first duly sworn, 

was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

By Mr. Petersilge: 

Q Will you state your name? 

A John Curry. 

Q Your address? 

A 3294 Chalfont Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio. 

Q You are a practicing attorney in Cuyahoga County, are you 

not? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And have an office in the Engineers Building? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you hold any public office, Mr. Curry? 

A Yes. I am a member of the Board of County Commissioners. 

Q, Now, Mr. Curry, directing your attention to a meeting of 

the Board of Commissioners that was held during the month of 

July, do you recall an occasion in which I appeared before 

that Board and made a request? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q And will you state what that request was? 

A You requested the Board of County Commissioners to act 
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-- to act as arbiters in a reward offer to be made by the 

Sheppard family. 

Q And that was in connection with what matter? 

A In connection with the murder of Marilyn Sheppard. You 

were offering a reward. 

Q Now, did the Board of County Commissioners act in that 

matter? 

A No. 'Il:ley were advised by the prosecutor that they could 

not act as a Board. 

Q Do you recall then, whether I made a request that the 

members of the Board act as individuals in that matter? 

A Yes. You made such a request. 

Q Can you tell the jury what was done on that request? 

A We agreed to act as individuals, the three members of the 

Board of Commissioners, of County Commissioners, Mr . 
. 

Gorman, Mr. Spieth and myself agreed individually to act 

as arbiters for that fund. 
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Q Now, followin£ that, Mr. Curry_. d:':_C : ~'repzlre c.r: at;reement 

bet~ee~ you and the members 

reference to that reward money? 

! Yes, you did. 

Q 4nd was that 2g~~ernent signed? 

~ 
'l 

"-· 

Vpc:, .. -..... 

Do you have an executed copy o:' that w:_ tl-: '·ou.? 

A Y~s, I de. 

Q Well, will you take a look at it and state who the 

s~gnator~ of that agreement are? 

A The signers were: D~. Samuel ~- Shep~ard; Dr. ?. t. 

Sheppard; D~. Richar1 N. Eheppard; Dr. Sterh~n A. Shepp~rd; 

J:ih?"l :5'. Curry.: Joseph F. Gormc.n and !-!enr~' W. Sp~eth. 

A~d without going into the details; will you state whether 

that ag;reement sets f crth the term-: :>!'! 11'. i--' -~ rt i-, 
\,' - . --- ....... 

Money is to be held and distributed? 

A Yes, Eir. 

Q Now, can you just summarize what these provisions are? 

MR. PARRINO: M:!y we have the 

date of it, please? 

MR. PETERSILGE: Yes. 

Q Can you give us the date of the ag~eement? 

A Yes. It was signed en the i:=th day of July, 1954. 

Q All right. Will you go ahead? 

A Yes. The agreement provided in substance that we were to 

' --- ---- ---
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be the arbiters of e reward offered by the Sherr~rci fam~ly ·- in -che SUIB a~ $10,000 far the arrest and final ~onviction 

of ..... 
":ie murderer or murderers of Marilyn Shepp~r~, 2nd the 

agreerne~t war to be for a period of five years, : think 

ter~~nating in July of 1?59. 

Anc. wa2, there any provision for possible exten=-ior: that 

time': 

A Yes. It provided further that if at that time, at the 

end of five years, there was no arrest and there had 

not been a final disposition of the case, we were to 

cont~nue to hold that reward money until there was a 

final disposition of that particular case arising 2fter 

- a five-year period. 

Q Now, under the te!'ms of that agreement, Mr. Curry, whose 

decision is final with respect to disposition of that 

money? 

A The arbiters, two out of three may decide the matter. 

Q Can you tell the jury whether pursuant to that agreement 

any money was put up to support the reward? 

A Yes. The Sheppard fami.ly depostted $10,000 in the Cleve-

land Trust Company. 

Q, And do you have in your possession the bank book which 

evidences that deposit? 

- I do. 

Q Will you take it out and refer to it? 
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:1:10,000 . 

._Tus t c. moment, t{' .,.. 
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Those are the three ~~gnature~ that I ju~t have mentioned, 

John F. Gu!:'ry, Joseph F. Gormc.r~, Henry ·v:. S;ieeth, and. 

n filly two ma:,' 6ra.w. at one 

payable to the surv~YO!"~, a~c: up'J!': the dea tt: 0f any two, 

Davah1"" +-o th,c i::.11Y>_ n-_: \l'nr. 11 
• v J..; - ~ ,, '. ~- - '-- \ -

MR. PSTERSILGE: You ma~.r examine. 



-

-

-

,,...,1,3 
'-i .)'-!-

--------------- - --- ---~-- -------- ------ - - - - -

f1~TP;:'i:-
.._, V- :.._ . .-. 

B~· M~. Danaceau: 

Count:· ·~omrr.:'._ss:lc:me.rs~ oor1 1 t :·ou? 

- present at t.he time thc~t !":.: .... D c ~ ~ ~~ c -· ~ ,_ c. 
- " . .. J ._. - I. ~- .... :::... ·-

down to make the request of the Board? 

!-. Yes J you were, r..:r. Dane.ceau. 

Q. _und waf:: I the one you presented th~ proble~ ~o as 

whether the Board could act i:'.1 that c;apac:L t;·: 

P. '..'.O\.'. were the one. 

- ~ t1;._,1 

Q Jl~'l.d is j t not a fact that I told you th2t the 302.'!'.'6- c~f 

;... ' (·,: 

a Board could not, but that you ~ndivid~~lly ha~ 2 perfeot 

risht to do so? 

P. 

Q And you followed that advice~ 

{, .-, Yes: sir. 

the date that this conversation took place, waB it~ 

I don't remember that, Mr. Danaceau. I don' t ":.h~_nl: so~ 

hec~1se it was e later date ~hen we sicned the ag~eement 

' .... h ana c •.• e money was deposited. 

As a matter of fact, the first meetjn~ ~ith the 9oa~~ of 

County Commi f? ioners took place almost. a wee}: before 
-----····41 
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[ht. 

sometime .. r~ 

, rr a..:c 

r:-• -~ ............ 
' -- ,. __ J • 

th2_t' 

~r:_o!'"1 t~: t~at, is;_1' t thct corr~ct? 

Yes, you are correct. 

and that's 

t>eer: o:i the 8th .. tha.t would 

Well, T presum~ that's correct. 

WelJ, I am c:.hm\"j n~ y01..i. the calenda:·. 

-·-· C'- ...... C"' 
' -- ~ - .._, ·-

n"Y"I·, r,~-. 
!.. ~, .. - ..... ... .. 

ri~i:::..·nr=.~T-... ,,, ___ . .,,\.· ... ~ .... 

~fr 
I 

8 ,_. 
\1 r.: Thursca.y: 

A~ to the pa.rt~ cular Thursday, I don 1 t knoV·?. 
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Well, the Th:lrsday .r~ev:i_ci'J::: to -:-.he l3t r. :i s the 8th of Jul~·. 

On a Thurs6c..y~ 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Then that woul~ he the day? 

That would be the day. 

.MR. DAN.Ci.CE.L\U: Thank y0u. Th~·.t 1 s 

all. 

IV!R. PETERSILGE: Th=..nl: you, sir. 

MR. DANACEAU: Oh: one other 

question, John, before you leave. 

THE WITNESS: P.11 Y-ight, .Sa'J.l. 

1'1IR. DP.NACEAU: Tnere had been 

considerable newspaper stories about this offer 

of a reward before it was presented to the 

Bo~rd of County Commissioners, wasn't there? 

THE WITNESS: I can't -- I don't 

remember. 

MR. DANACEAU: Well, do you 

recall that when the offer was made to the 

Board of County Commissioners on July 8th, 

that the newspapers ran stories about a reward 

being offered? 

THE WITNESS: As to whether or 

not there was an offer of reward in print prior 
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to our beinc ask 0 d to act a~ arbiter~ 1 I can't 

tell you, = do~'t ~~~v. 

' knov;. hu:: on 

Jt.:l~- Str: and immedi20ely :'."'ollowj_ng, t~&t was 

i~ public, wasn't ~t 0 

THE WITNESS: Oh, yes, 2'.::: thc.t 

t:tme, ~.res. 

MR. DANACEAU: On Jul:~ 8th, that 

was done before newspaper m~n - ,_ oown a ... the 

TH3 WITNESS: That's richt, in 

open hearing in our Commissioner 1 s offj_ce. 

¥1R. DANACEAU: And that very day 

all the newspapers ran stories about it? 

TP.E WITNESS: That 1 s right, 

that 1 s r~:.ght. 

MR. DANACEAU: .t.11 right. That 

is all. 

(Witness excused.) 
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