118

T FIR

member cf the prospective jury panel, having
been previously swern, was examined and testi-

fled on voilr dire, as follows:

THE COURT: Mrs. April,
would you be geed enough now to relax. If you
want to set your purse down alongside of you
you can, and will recall that you were placed
under oath this morning, in:responseto the
questicns tha_‘c Counsels ars going to put to
you.

And will you keep your voice up,
please, so that each one of us in the room
can hear you, ané Mr. Romito nmust record all
of your responses, so you must respond gudibly
s0. that each of us in the room can hear you.

Will you do that, please?

1?S. ROSETTA C. APRIL: Very well,

TS COURT: Counselor
Spellacy or Corrigan?
MR, SPELLACY: If it please

the Court.
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VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION OF ROSEITA C. APRIL

By Mr. Spellacy:

Q Mrg, April, it is Rosetta C. April, is that right?
A Yes.
Q You live at 4837 South Park Drive, Fairview Park,

is that correct?

A Correct.

Q - Heow long have you lived at that address?

A I have lived there since Cctober 9, 1957.

Q Prior to that where did you live?

A I lived on 214th, in the same neighborhood, We rente

and then we bought & home.
Q That weuld be algo in Fairview Park?

A Yes, and that was in 1853, and I came from St. Louls,

Missouri, tc Cleveland here.

I had no priocr address to that.

Q Prior to 1954 you lived in St. Louis?

A I lived in St. Louis.

Q Now, your husband is with the Ohio Loan and Discount
Company? |

A Correct. :

Q And you are & housewife, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q How long has your husband becen with the Ohio ILcan and
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A She graduated from Bay View High School and graduated

> o » O > O

Discount Company?
A ‘I believe it waz 1954, He nade a change when we
came here. '

¥What does he de &t the Ohioc Lecan and ﬁiscount Conpany?
He is the vice president.
Where are they located?

And dircector. On Euclid.

In downteun Cleveland?

Yes.

Do you have any children?

I have one daughter.

And is she at home?

No, she Jjust got nmarried.

Is she living in Clevaland?
She lives in Iancaster, Chio.

Lancaster, Ohio., Did she go to school in the

Cleveland areca?

from Ohio State Ccllege.

Chioc State Ccllege?

Yes.

Was that rccently that she graduated from Ohic State?
She graduated June 9th of this year.

June 9th?

And marricd June 18th.

L ) et
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A No, I haven't.
Q Just the newspapers, is that right?
2y | Yes. I
Q Did you read enything aince 1954 about this parti-

And now ghe lives in Lancaster?
She now lives in lLancaster. She is a teacher.

Is there anybody else in your homée?

o,

You realize that this is the case of the State of
Ohlo versus Sam Sheprpard, do you understand?

Yes.

Have you read about this case at any time?

Yes.

When was it that you read about this particular case?

S . e e

Well, it was in all the papers, in the first or second

f iy

year I moved here. It was in everything that you sawu.

Q And that would have been about 1954, is that correct?
A Yes.
Q Have you read anything other than newspapers with

regard to this particular case?

cular case?

A You mean the bocks that were on the stands?
Yes. 3

Q
A No, I haven't.
Q

Have you read any of the neﬁspapera recently with

NP Nprar—
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> regard to this particular case?

A o,

Q Now, as a result of having read the newspaper accounts
that you have descrilbed here, have you ccme to any opinion
or expressed an opinicn as to the innccence or guilt of

San Sheppard?

A You mean a definite opinion?

Q Yes.

A I really don't have a definite opinione. I Just don't
knowu.

Q My question, then, 1s -- my next question -- is his

Honof Judge Talty were to instruct you that 1f selected as
a Juror you are not to consider anything other than the
evidence that is presented here in this courtroom, could
you &s a juror abide by that instruction?

A Certainly.

Q_' . And could you, based on the evidence presented here
in this coUrtroom,'and the law that Judge Talty glves to
you, return a verdict that will be fair both to this defen-
dant and to the people of Chic?

A Well, I hope I can. I feel I can.

Q In other words, can you put outside your mind anything

-

that jou might have read or any cpinions that you might have

with regard to this particular case, and be fair to both

~sides of the trial table?

[ o U T ] g T
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A

I am acquainted with Detity Sheppard. I played bridge with

her in varlous wcmen's groups. But that is all.’

Q Betty Sheppard ig --
A She 1s Mr. Sheppard's sister-in-law, but I have never
talked with her about the casa. [

{

I only filled in, like cn a bridge club she was a [

member.. éﬁ
.Q How many times have you played bridge with Betty fik
Sheppard?. f
A - Only twice. /{

Q - Twice?

A I don't belong to the club.

Q Now, 1t is possible that Eectty Sheppard might be a

witnhess in this particular case. Would that have any

influence upon your obJectivity as a Juror?

A It might. I like her. She is a very lovely person.

Q And you are afraid, then, that this might cause you

to give her testimony more weight because of the fact that

you know her, is that right?

A Well, I would bz sortzof sympathetic with her, I am

afraid. .
| MR, SPELLACY: Challenge for cause,

your Hcnor.

MR. BATLEY: I object.:

Well, I think there is one thing that I should state.

TYRTT TSy Ty
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THE COURT: Overruled.
The challenge is coverruled at this time.

Please pursus, Counselor, if you
wish.

By Mr. Spellacy:

Q When was the last time that you played cards with
Betty Sheppard?

A Ch, a few years ago.
Q A few years ago?
A We have a mubtual friend at the Cleveland Yacht Club,

but I really don't know her. She might recognize me in

the store and say Hello, but we don't know one another very

well.

Q You say a mutual friend at the 01GVeiand Yacht Club?
A ¢ Yes.
Q Are you a mexber of the Cleveland Yacht Club? Who

is the mutual friend -- 1is this where you played cards with
Betty Sheppard?
A No, through this mutual friend who is a member of
her club, I was invited once to £ill in, when cne of the
. members was missinz.
You know, these ladies bridze clubs, somebedy is
busy and they will call sonmeboedy they know, and it happened
that my friend was having the bridge club and she invited

me to £111 in, and that was the first time I ever met
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Batty Sheppard.

Q And you had cccasion to play cards with her after that
A No.

Q Just the one occasion?

A Just the -~ I think it was Just one time. I don't

know whether she would recoznize me or not. It is that
small of an acquaintancé.
Q Now, if she were a uitness in this particular case,

.would it cause you some hardship as a Jurer?

A It might.

Q Pardon me?

A - It might.

Q Would it put you in a position where you cculdn't

be fair to both sides, beth to the State of Ohio and to
. the defendant? |
A Well, I can't predict my emotions a2t the time. I anm
not that well acquainted, I am not too familiar with any
. part of this.

~But I just den't know what effect, I couldn't
_hdnestly give you an answer on that.
Q If his Honor Judge Talty wlll instruct you that as
a Juror, that it is your duty tc wcightthe evidence -;
A I understand.
Q --that you are to listen to the witnesses who

testify here, and based upon ycur own experiences ln every




126

day life, weligh.their testinony, and his Honor Judge Talty
will instruct you that yoﬁ can accept all of what they say,
or p#rt of what they say, or nonz of what they say; now,
would the fact that you know Betty Sheppard, and if she
'were & witness in this pafticul&r case, or if any member
of the Sheppard family uere a witness in this particular
- case, would the fact that you know.them, would that prevent
you‘from using the scales that Judge Talty will give to
you as to how you are to weigh the witnesses?
A Well, when ycou say "Knew them,"'I am not that --
I'am not really acguainted.
It was just a two~hour bridge hand, and a nodding
acqpainténcé. I don't know then. )
Q I understand that. But the fact that you met her
. and-played'bridge with her?
SK SN wely, T Just Uike Kar.as.s perschs
Q . Would that in and of itselfr prevent you from using
. | the guide lines that Judge Talty will give to you as to
jhow you are to uweclgh the testimony of ﬁhe witnesses?
A I think I can be fair.
Q That is what we are trying -~ we are not trying to
pry into your private affairs or your personal affairs.
A I know.
Q  But to obtain a jury that will be fair to both sides.
A Right.

B gy BT T Y W Sy e TR e O L b L SR
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Q Both to this defendont and to the people of the State
of Ohio.

A Yes.

Q You understand just what I went through here about

vwelghing the wilinesses 1t is your function as a juror, if

selected as a Juror?

A Rignt.
Q It 1s your duty and cblization.
A Yes.
Q #An equally important obligation of yours is to

accept the law as Judge Talty gives it to you at the
conclusion of the case.

. I might ask 1f you have ever been a juror before?
Never.

This is your first experience?

Yes, I have never even been to the Courthouse.

D

In this day and age of radio and television and neuws-

papers, we all have our cun ldeas as to what the law is or

- what it might be or what it should be.

Can you sct outside your nind any ldeas that you

might have, and accept the law that Judge Talty gives to

you at the conclusion of this case?
A I believe I can.
Q And 1if Judme Talty were to instruct you that the

penalty or punishment is not to be considered by you at all
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in your dellberations, would you accept that instruction?

A You mean the result of it, would it affect me?

Q 'Well, you are obliged to take the law that his Hon&r
Judge Talty gives to you, and if Judze Talty were to instruc
you that the penally or the punishment that might result
from your verdict, 1ls not to be cconsidered by you in your

deliberations, that you are to consider only the evidence,_'

'

would you abide by that instruction? [

v -

i
A Yes. E
Q In other words, you are not to concern yourself with

i\
A

anything in this whole wide world cother than the evidence'!

in this particular courtroom, can you do that if selected 5

. as a Juror?

A I believe I can.

Q And can you decide this case free of bias or prejudice

or sympathy, for cither this defendant or the people of ;.
W\

Ohio, and decide it objectively and be fair to both sides, ', |

can you do that?

A I would try, yes.

.I
\

Q This mutual friend that you have indicated that knous!
Betty Sheppard or invited Betty Sheppard over to her home,

and where you net her, how long have you known this mutual

friend?
A Fifteen years.
Q Has Betty Sheppard been a close friend of hers?

g
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A . She knows her very well.
Q From being asscclated at the Cleveland Yacht Club,
is that correct?
A ' I guess so.
Q And do you know how 1oﬂg they have been friends?
A I have:no idea.
Q This mutual friend you have known since you came to

6laveland, then, roughly, is that right?
' YES;
Is she a neighbor of yours?
~ She was, that was how we became acquainted.
Do you still sez her often?
Yes.
Do you knou if Betty Sheppard still sees her often?

I think they are still in the same bridge club.

& o e e S TP

Now, the mutual friend is a cleose fiiend of yours,

is that correct?

A Yes,

Q@ = Has she ever expreszsed an opinion to you regarding
'.this particular case?

A  8he has hagd things to say about 1it.

Q Pardoen ne?

A She hag.

Q You den®t have to tell me what her opinion is, but

hos she ever expressed an opinion to you?

L e T T RIS ~ i Y. f et RIS
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‘ A Yes.

Q And have you ever expressed an opinion back to her

with regard to this particular case?
A . Tell, when it uwas so evident in the papers, we all

had a lot to say about it.

Q  Well, then, would it be fair to say that you did
expr@as' an opinion back to har?

A Yes,

Q With regard to this particular case?

A Yes.

Q@  And was this on more than one occasion that you did
this?

A ; Well, it was in the papers so nuch, it was discussed

gquite a bit, the whole time of the trial.
Q Did it come to your attenticn in 1954 through the

- mutual friend that she was a friend of Betty Sheppard?

A No. I had knoun that before.

Q Parden me?

A I had knowm that before.

Q Before 1954° |

A Yes.

Q You knew that the mutual friend was a friend of

Betty Sheppard, is that correct, prior to 19542
A Well, I mct Tetty Sheppard prior to any of this.
Q I sece.
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A I never playcd with her since. I have met her like

in Higbee's or lialle's and Just said Hello, how are you, and

that's 1t.
Q Had you nmet Botty Sheppard prior to 19547
A Yes, when I first moved here and I was & neighbor, I

Just went over this one tine.
Q % was under the fupreaslen, or I misundevateed you,
thén, that you played bridge with them about two years ago?
Oh, no, not that ==
It was about --
Prior to the case.

- It was prior to the case?

P i T g

Right, 2Zut I just had a nodding acquaintance since,
like I have gene as a guest to the Yacht Club, and if I see
Mrs, Sheppard I said Hello, bub thot's all,

Q Fave you and your nutual friend discussed among your-
. 8elves Betty Sheppard as to the type of person that she is,
ahd so forth?

.A | Yes.

Q Would thi:c interfere with your objectivity as a juror

in this particular cace?

Q Pardon ne?
A I like her very much, She 1ls a very lovely person.

She is not on tricl.
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A
'would

A :

You understand if che is called as a witness, this

interfere with your chjectivity?
It would be unconfortable for me, I think.
MR, SEELLACY:

your IHcnor.

J

1|
j ol

i

‘e BAILTY: CbJection.

TIIN CCURT: You say it would
be uncomfortable for you in what regard?

ImS, APRIL: Well, I procbably

would feel very sorry for her sitting up here.

In facing her, it night be embarrassing for her,

- I don't know hew else te put it.

THE COURT: The challenge is

. sustained.

MR, BATILEY: If it please the

_COurt, may the defendant have a right to

examine before you rule on the challenge?

TIE COURT: May I see

Counselors at the side of the bench, please?

(Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred at

the Court's bench, as followss)

7Y COURT: You will not.

The same challenge,

have the right to examine further. The challenge

is sustainsd at this time. The request on the

part of the defence councel to volr dire this

TSR

S T rer
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prospective Juror further is overruled,

MR, BATLTY: My objection is
noted.
(Thereupon procecdings were resumed, as follows:)

THE COURT: Let the record
show that the reguest for and on behalf of the
defendant through his Counselor that they per-
mitted to examine on volr dire Mrs. April
.further, is hereby overruled, and the State's
challenge for cause is sustalned.

Mrs. April, before excusing you,
the Court will again admonish you that you will
not &iscuss this case with an&one, ner will yocu
pernit anycne else to discuss it with you, nor
will you pernit yourself to overhear anything
that relates to this case by any means or media
or conmunication until such time as this jury
has returncd its verdict in open court.

Do you understand that you are
under those instructions and orders from this
Court, and the Court wiches to thank you for
taking your time to participaté in thils pro-
ceeding with us. _

You are hereby excused from further

service in conneetion with this case.

T hlans | T

B P R
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MRS, APRILS Yes.
\ _ THS COURT: You have noted

the ocbjections of Counselor Dailey.

. - — - By o -
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