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Tl-D.:I: .t EUPm·: , P.OSE'l"I'A c. APRIL, a 

member of the prospective jury panel, having 

been previou~l~l swcrn, m~.s examined and testi-

f1ed on voir di~e, as follows: 

Tl-ill COURT : Mrs. April, 

would you be good enough now to relax. If you 

\'Jant to set you;." purse down alongside o:f' you 

you can, and will recall that you 'tvere placed 

under o~th this oo::cning, in : l1esponse ~: to the 

q~estions that Counsels are going to put to 

you. 

And i:1ill you keep your voice up, 

please, so th~t each one of us in the room 

can hear you, and Mr. Romito mus t record all 

of your responses , so you mus t respond . audibly 

so that each of us in the room can hear you. 

Hill you do that, pleas~? 

I·IRS. ROSE'I"I'A C. APRIL: Very well. 

TH'E COURT: Counselor 

Spellacy or Corrigan? 

].fil • SPELLACY: If it please 

the Court. 
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VOIR DIRE EXA!vII NATION OF ROSETTA C. APRIL 

l3y ?.~r. Spellacy: 

Q Mrs. April, it is Rosetta C. April, is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q You live at 4837 South Park Drive, Fairview Park, 

is that correct? 

A Correct • 

. Q How long have you lived at that address? 

A I have lived there since October 9, 1957 · 

Q P;rior ~o that i·ihere did you live? 
·; 

A I lived on 214th, in the same neighborhood, We rent-a 

and then wa bought a home . 

Q That would be a l so in Fairview Parlt? 
/ 

A Yes, .and that was in 1953, and I ca.me . from St. Louis 

Missouri, to Cleveland here. 

I had no prior address to that. 

Q Prior to 1954 you lived in St. Louis? 

A I lived in St. Louis. 

Q Now, your husband is with the Ohio Loan and Discount 
. ' 

Company? 

A Correct. 

Q, And you are a housewife , is that coi·rect?, 

A Yes. 

Q How lon3 h~s your husband been with the Ohio Loan 
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Discount Company? 

A · I believe it; was 1954. He made a change when we 

came here. 

Q Whe.t does he do at the Ohio Loan and Discount Company 

A He is the vice pxesidcnt. 

Q ~!here are they located? 

A And. director. On Euclid. 

Q In downtown Clev:=land? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have any children? 

A I · hava ·one daughter. 

Q And is she at home? 

A :Mo, ·she just got r.1ar:ried. 

Q Is she living in Cleveland? 

A She lives in Ul.ncaster , Ohio. 

Q Lancaster, Ohio. Did she go to school ·1n the 

Cleveland area? 

,A She gradua ted from Bay View High School and graduated 

'from Ohio State College. 

Q Ohio State College? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that r ecently that she graduated from Ohio State? 

.A She graduated June 9th of this year . 

Q June 9th? 

A And married June 18th • 

. 
I 
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Q, And no'tlJ s!1e lives in Lancaster? 

A She now lives in La...11caster. She is a · teacher. 

Q Is there anybody elss L~ your home? 

A No. 

Q You realize that this is the case of the State of 

Ohio versus Sam Sheppard , do you understand? 

A Yes~ 

Q, Have you read about this case at any time? 

A Yes. 

Q When was it that you read about this particular case? 

A Well, it was in all the papers , in the :first or secon~ 

year I moved here. It was in everything .that you saw. 

Q And that would have been about 1954, is that coi·rect? 

A Yes. 

Q, Have you read anything other than newspapers with 

regard to this particular case? 

A No, I haven't. 

Q {rust · the ne'\1npape1·s, is that right? 

·A Yes. 

Q Did you read anything since 1954 about this parti-

' cular case? 

A You mean the bool<s that 'V'JGre en the stands? 

Q Yes. 

A No, I haven't. 

Q Have you reo.d eny o:f' the ne't'rnpapers recently with 

' ' 
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,; regard to this pa:•ticular case? 

A No, 

Q Now, as a :result of having read the newspaper account 

that you have described here, have you ccme to any opinion 

or expressed an opinion as · to the innocence or guilt of 

Sam Sheppard? 

A You mean a definite opinion? 

Q Yes. ' •' 

,,. 

A I really don't hl!ve a definlte cp1nion. I just don 9 t 

know. 

Q . My question, then, is -- my ne~ct question -- is his 

Honor. Judge To.lty \•Jere to instruct you that 1:f' selected as 

a juror you are not to consider anything other than the 

evidence that is presented hare in this courtroom, could 

' . you · as a juror abide by that instruction? 

A Certainly. 

Q. .And could you, based on tha evidence presented here 

in this courtro.om, end the law that Judge Talty gives to 
, " 

you, return a verdict that will be fair both 'to this defen-

dant and to the people of Ohic? 

A Well, I hope I can. I feel I can. · 

Q. In other "iords ~ can you put outside youi· mind anythin~ 

~hat you might have read or any opinions that you. might hav 

with regard to this particular case, and be fair to both 

s1des of the trial table? 
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A Well, I think there is one thing that I should state . 

I am acqua i nted with Betty Sheppard. I played bridge wi th 

her in various woman's groups . . But that i s a11 •. · 

Q Betty Sheppard is --

A She is Mr. Sheppard's s i s t er- in-law, but I have never , 

tallt.ed with her about the case . 

I only filled in, like on a br idge club she was a / 

member • . '\ 
{ l 

/ 
/ 

Q How many times ha.va you pl ayed bridge with Betty :\ 

Sheppard?. 

A Only t wice. 

Q Twice? 

A I don 't belong to the club . · 

;: 

J 

!{. 
( 

Q Now, it is possible that Betty Sheppard might be a • 

·witness in t his particulcr case . Would t hat have any 

influence upon your objectivity as ·a juror? 

A It might • . I like her • . She i s a very ·lovely person. 

Q And you are afruid , then , that this might ca use you 

to give her t estimony more wei ght because of the fact t hat 

you know her, is that right? 

A Weli, I .... wuld be sor t .:::of sympathetic with her·, I . am' 

afraid • . 

MR . SPELLACY:, 'Challenge for cause , 

! : 
I ;i . 
/ ,.' 
t/ 
: / ,. ,, 

. i/ 
.;; 

I 

' \ 

your Honor. " .. i 

l-ffi • BAILEY : I object. · 

I" 
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THE COURT : Overruled, 

The challer.g::J is CVZ)rrul.ed a t this time. 

Please pursue, Counselor, if you 

wish. 

B°'J ~..r. Spella cy : 
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Q When 1'Jaz t hG l a st time that you played cards with 

Betty Sheppard? 

A Oh, a f ei·i yea.rs a go. 

Q, A few yea r s ago? 

A We have a mutual friend at the Cleveland Yacht Club, 

but I really don't kn01:J her. Sha might recognize me in 

the store and s ay Eello, but we don't know one another very 

well . 

Q, You say a mutual friend at the Cleveland Yacht Club? 

A · q Yes. 

Q, .. ·Are you a member of the Cleveland Yacht Club? Who 

is the mutual friend is this where you played cards 'with 

Betty Sheppard? 

A No, through t hi s mutual fri end who is a member of 

her club, I was invited once to fill in, ·when one of the 

members was miss i ng . 

You know, these l adies bri~ge clubs, somebody is 

busy and they i-iill ca ll somebody they kno"l.•1, and it happened 

that my friend i-ms having the bridge club and she invited 

me to fill in, a.'!d t hat was ths first time I ever net 
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Betty Sheppard. 
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Q And you had occasion to play caL"ds with her after tha ? 

A No. 

Q Just the one occas ion? 

A Just t he -- I think it was juzt one time. I don't 

know whether she 't'JOUld recognize me or not. It is that 

small of an acquaintance . 

Q. Now, if she ·1:mre a tiitne:::s in this particular case, 

.would it cause you some hardship as a juror? 

A It might . 

Q, Pardon r:i0? 

A It might. 

. Q Would i t put you in a position where you couldn't 

be fair to both sides , both to the State of Ohio and to 

the defendant? 

.A Well, I can't predict my emotions at the time . I am 

not that well acquainted, I am not too familiar with any 

.· pa.rt of this. 

But I just don't lmow what effect, I couldn't 

honestly give you an ans'!'1er on t hat. 

Q If his Honor Judge Tal·cy will instruct you that as 

a juror, that it is your duty tc.: weigl1.t the evidence 

A I underst~nd. 

Q · --that you are to listen t o the witnesses who 

testify here, and bei.scd upon your own experiences 1n e ery 
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-\ .. 
day life, weigh :.th.:;i:e tantirJony, ~nd his Honor Judge Talty 

will instruct you t l1at you can acc ept all of what they say, 

or pa.rt o:f' what th0y r.ay, or none of' wha t they say; now, 

would the f act that you know Betty Sheppard, and if she 

were a 't'11tness in this pa.l"ticular case, or if any member 

of the Sheppard family were a witness in this particular 

case, would th0 fac·c that you know them, would that p."event 
" ' 

you fron u ... ing the sca.les that Judge Talty will give to 
.... 

you as to ho't'J you are to •migh the witnesses? 

' A Well, when you se.y 11 Knci1 them, 11 "I am not that 

I am not really acquainted. 

· It was just a two-hour bridge hand, and a nodd ing 

acquaintance. I don't knew themo 
, " 

Q, I understand that. But the fact that you met her 

and played bridge with her? 

A Well, I just like he!' o.s a person. 

Q Would that in and of.' it~.elf ~· prevent you from using 

\ the guide lines that Judge Talty will give to you as to 

·how you al:"e to 111cigh the testimony of the witnesses? 

A I ~hink I can be ·fair . 

That is ~;hat 1·1e are trying we are not trying to 

pry into your private affairs or your personal affairs. · 

A I know. 
'I 

But to · obtain a jury that 't'Jill be fair to both sides . 
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Q Both to this Clef en c.nt and to the people of the State 

or Ohio. 

A Yes. 

Q You understand just l'ihat I went through here about 

weighing the witnezses it is your :function as a juror, if 

selected as a jur~r? 

A Right. 

Q It ·1s your duty and obliga tion. 

,A Yes. 

Q iiAn equally important obligation of yours is to 

accept the le..u as Judge Talty gives it to you at the 

conclusion .of the case . 

I might ask if you have ever been a juror before? 

A !rever. 

Q This is your first experience? 

A Yes, I have never even been to the Courthouse. 

Q In this day and age oi' radio and television and nem>-
/, 

.papers, we ·a11 have our own ideas as to what the law is or 

,;,hat it might be er i-ihn.t it should be. 

Can you set outside. your mind any ideas that you 

might have, and accept the law that Judse Talty gives to 

you at the conclusion of this case? 

A I believe I can . 

Q, And if. Judge Talty were to instruct you that the 

penalty or punishment is not to be considered by you at all 
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in your delibe1·ations, would you accept that instruction? 

A You mean t he result of it, i1ould it affect t'le? 

Q ' Well, you are obliged to -Cake the law that his Honor 

Judge Talty given to you, and if Judge Talty m~re to ins true c 

you that the penalty or the punishment tha.t might result 

_from your verdict, i s not to be considered by you in your 

deliberations, that you are t o consider only the evi dence, .· 
I 

I 
. would you abide by t hat instruction? 

A Yes. 

/ 
. I ' : \ 
; I 

I 
. ·r 

Q .In other words, you a r e net to concei·n yourself wit!?{ 
( \ 

anything in thin 't·Jholc i;iide world other than the evidence ·\ 
\ 

in this particular courtroom, can you do that if selected 

as a. juror? 

A I believe I can. 

.. .. 

Q, And can you decide this c~se free of bias er prejud iGe 
·, 

. ' 

I 

or sympathy, for either this defendant or the people c:f ; .. \ 
I '1,i \ 

I 

I 
/ 

Ohio, and decide it objectively and be fair to both sides, rJ\ 
' ··~ \ 
' \ 

\ can you do that? 

I would try, yes . A . 
\ 

This mutual friend that you have indicated that knm~s 1. 

_Betty Sheppard or invited Betty Sheppard over to her home, 

and where you met he_, how long have you known this mutual 

friend? 

A Fifteen years. 

Q Has Betty Sheppard been a clooe friend of hers? 

\ 

\ 

' 
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· ·>" A She knows her very ~1ell. 

Q From being azsociatad et tle Cleveland Yacht Club, 

is that correct? 

A I guess so . 

Q And do you knoi·7 how long they have been friends? 

A I have :. no ideu . 

Q This m~tual :friend you have known since you came to 
. ,. 

Cleveland, then, rouGhly, is t hat ri~t? 
·.I •' • I, 

A Yes. 
' ' 

Q Is she a nci£7i.bor of yours? 

A . She was, th::i.t lias how 1·~e bGcame acquainted. 

Q Do you still sea her often? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know if Betty Sheppard still sees her often? 
, . , 

A I think 'Chey a.re rrcill in the same bridge club. 
.. 

Q ~!oi·J , the nutual f':riend i s a close friend of yours ,, 

is that correct? 

A Yes • 

. Q Has she ever e::xpressed an opinion to you regarding 

this particular case? 

A She has had th:L~gs to say about it. 

Q Pardon t1e? 

A She has. 

Q You cion~t have to tell me what her opinion is, but 

ho.s she ever exp~es~ed an opinion to ycu? 

' 

1/ 
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A Yes. 

Q, And hav\3 you evZ:r expressed an opinion back to her 

with rcg~rd to thiG par-ticula.r cas G? 

A . Well, 'Jhen it 1-ms so evident in the papers, we all 

had a lot to say about it. 

Q Uell, then, \-iculd it be fair to so.y tho.t you did 

exrn:@frn tm OJ) i n ton bLuJ· to 11 :n•? 

A .Yes. 

Q tUth rega1·d to ·chis particular case? 

A Yes. 

Q, And was en more than one occasion that you did 

this? 

A Well, it 11a.s in the papers s o much, it was discussed 

quite a bit, the 't·1h ole tir:!e of the trial. 

.Q Did it come t o your attention in 1954 through the 

mutual friend tha t s l:e was a. friend of Eetty ·Sheppard? 

A No. I :P..c.d lmmm that b.ef ore. 

Q, Pardon me? 

A I had kno':m th2..'G before. 

· Q Before 1954? 

A Yes. 

Q You kl1e~1 th1t the mutual friend was a friend of · 

Betty Sheppard, is t hat correct, prior to 1954? 

A Well, I met Detty Shappard prior to any of this. 

Q, I see. 
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A I never playc.:u 1dtll her since . I have met her like 

in lligbce' s or lin.11 ~ s o.n just so.id I-!ello, how are you, . nnd 

t11at~s it. 

Q Had you met Betty Sh8pparc1 prior to 1954? 

A Yes, when I first moved here a.nd I was a. neighbor, I 

just went over this one t ille. 

then, that you played b1·idge with them about two years ago? 

A Oh, no, not. that 

Q It wo.s abcut 

· A Prior to '~he case. 

Q, · It ·u~s prior to the case? 

A Right. But I just had a nodding acquaintance since, 

like I have gone as a guest to the Yn.cht Club, and if I sec 

Mrs. Sheppard I so.id Eello" but that's all. 

Q, P.:.a.ve you and you~ r.mtual friend discussed among ysmr-
v 

. selves;·:Ectty Sheppard as to :the type of' person th3.t she is, 
··. 

and so torth? 

A Yes. 

Q Would this interfere l'3ith your objectivity as a juror 

in this particular case? 

A It mig.'llt. 

Q Pardon me? 

A I like her very much. She is a. very lovely person. 

She is not on t ric.l o 
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Q You underztand if she is called a.s a witness , this 

would interfere ·with your objectivity? 

A It would be unco.:ifortable for me , I thinlt. 

. / 

... 

~ffi . SPELLACY: The sarae challenge, 

your Honor. 

Objection . 

'rllE COUF:T: You say it would 

be uncoufortv.ble for you in what regard? 

l:!!W . APRIL: 

'\'1ould feel very sorry for her sitting up here . 

In f a c ing her, it mi1:5ht be embal"l4 assing f'or her • 

I don' t lmo~·~ ho·w else to put it. 

THE COU?.T: The challenge is 

sustained . 

If it please the 

Court, may the defendant have a right to 
,·, 

examine bef cre you rul e on the challenge? 

THE C01JRT : May I see 

Counselors at the side o~ the bench, please? 

.(Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred at 

the Court' s bench, as follows :) 

T}2 COURT : You will not . 

have the rie:;ht to examine further. The challenge 

is susto.L1ed et this time . The r equest on t he 

part of t he d~fense coun:::el to voir dire this 
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prospective juror further is overruled. 

!Y'.iy objection is 

noted. 

(Thereupon proceedings ·Nere resumed, as :f'ollows:) 

THE COURT: Let the record 

ahm-J that the req,uia .... t for and on behalf of the 

defendant t~rough his Counselor that they per-

mitted to examine on vo1r dire Mrs. April 

. further~ i s hereby ovcrrulod , and the Stater s 

challenge for cause i s sustained . 

1-lrs . April> before excusing you, 

the Cou:rt will again adr:1onish you that you will 

not discuss this c :?..se i:1ith anyone , nor will you 

p~rmit e..nycnc elce to . discuss it 't.;ith you, nor 

will you permit yourself to overhear anything 

that relates to this case by any means or media 

or cc:m1:mnication until such time as this jury 

haa returned its verdict i.."t open court. 

Do you understand that you are 

unde?" t hose ins tructions and ordern from this 

Court, and the Court wishes to thank you for 

taking your time to participate in this pro-

ceeding with us. 

· · • You ai·e hereby excused from fui·ther 

service in ccnnGction ·with this case. 
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Tiw C01r2T : 

Yes . 

You hav"a noted 

the objecticn3 cf Counselor Ib.iley . 


