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TISEEUPON, EE11''l'E A • PETERS :1 a 

t'lember of tl~e prospective ju:cy panel,. having 

been previcur::ly swol·n, was examined and testi-

:fied on vcir dire, as :follo1·rn : 

TEE COURT : 'Would you please 

be at eanc a.~a rcla.x , and you can set your 

purse down if you 1·1ish • 

. It iz Miss Peters, is it not? 

!-~ISS PETERS : Yes. 

TES COURT: Miss Peters, 

rene:ober tho.t you are under oath, and you 

. will hold your voice up so that each one of 

us in this cou:ttroom can hear you. 

lfi.r . Romito must place your :remarks 

on the record, so you cannot just nod your 

head as a r.csponse.. You must make a response 

that i"Je can hear . 

Do you underste.nd that? 

USS PETERS : Yes, sir. 

THE COUnT: All right; 

Mr. Con·igan? 
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By Mr . Corriftj~:n : 

. Q. Miss Pete::cn, if' you 1:111.l ta.1.k loud enough so that 

people in the back of t he courtroom can hear you, then 

all of us will be able to hear you. Unde::.:stand? 

A . Yes. 

Q Will you state your name, please? 

A Bette Petern . 

Q. Is that Hisz? 

A Mii:;s. 

" Q, Whera do you live? 

A 1868 Brig..'1.twood ,, in East Cleveland . 

Q How long hava you lived the:ce? 

A About ti'~enty-two or twenty-three years. 

Q With. whcni' do you live at tho/c address? 

I' A With .my do.d . 

Q .J What is · your aunt's name? Did you say 't·Ji'ch your 

aunt? 

A Mo, with :m~l dad. 

Q With your de.d? 

A Yes • 

Q Is your mother living? 

A No, she is not. Deceased. 

Q What type o~ occupation is your d~d engaged in? 

\ 
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A He is retired new. 

Q Prior to his rctirer1cnt i~hat type or work did he do? 

A Lo.ndsc11por , z:.t th3 L~.kcv-le-t'1 Csractery. 

Q He was e:::1ploye' by the ccemetery, at the Lakeview 

.... Cemetery? 

A . That 1 s :~!.'ig.t-it . 

::·: · :. Q · .:. ·: Did he do. ru.iy fre~ lancing in the. landscaping 

1. ~\J4q~t'u::ibCJ1 

. l 

A On Sundays, sor:ietioes he hGlped a fellow. 

Q But he :r..ever had his own business as such? 

. A no • --
Q It is a cardinal sin, I guess , ·to ask a young l ady . 

. :, what her ag0 is,; but I will a.slt you · how old you t<Jcre in 

1954? 

A Very good. L-Gt 's see, t;-Janty years old in •54. 

Q Yes, you wez-e twenty years old in 1954? 

A Let me count ag'1.L"1. 

Q That is tm~lve ye~rs ago. 

A No; I i-ias t\'?enty-two then. 

Q You were t wGnty-t110? 

A Yes. 

Q. Were you employed in 195-4·? 

A Yes, I wc.s. 

Q What type of cmployt"lcnt 't<Jere you engaged in? 

A I '!.iJa.s a caohicr in a 8l'"Ocery store. 

' '. 



.1.·. 

138 

Q Wh.at grocery zto:ey was t hat? 

A Lucret te. ~ s r.f'.l"-"lcet . 

Q Where waG tha:c l ocat ed? 
l, 

A On Euclid Avenue <l ot·:n t h e ctrcet. 

Q In Eo.s ·c Cl oveln.nd? 

A Yes. 

Q. How long hn.d you been e."llploycd as a cashier in tho.t 

grocery sto!'e? 

·A About b;o or th::.·ee y ~v.rs , I guess. 

Q 
' ' 

What did you do thereaft er by way cf employ~ent? 

A I went t o Ho:d\. f or Forest Lill Plumbine;,, bookl~eepin · 

Q Ilo"P l ong did you rewa.in in that employment? 

A About four years . 

Q Then t hG::-cafter i·i.1at d i d you do? 

A I was a booltlcecper . 

Q With what firl'4? 

' ' . 
A TNo different fi rms after t hat. Volpe and Sens at 

' ... ... 
I' . 

the Food Te~ninal. And now Gillette C~dy and Tobacco. 

Q I s ee. Other than your da.d, do you have any brothers 

· · and sisters? 

A I huve one of each . 

I 

) 
Q Are t hey l ivine a t home? 

A No, they don ' t live at horns. 
I • 

I ; , r , 

·'. I ' 

Q Who.t is your si st cr 1s nume? 

A Marie. 

I 
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Q 

A Yes. 

Q Wh!::.t is t-3:.:- marri (;d nv.me? 

A Cook. 

Q , Whut cce3 he~ huEba.nd do? 

A lie is a tool and die r,1a.ker, I believe. 

Q 

A Ho, I don't. 

Q Your b:rothsr, ·what is his type of' employment? 

A He wo:i."ks for Cleveland Hci&hts . He is in the Meter 

Department , :pa.r-ldng :metf;l'S o 

Q. The c ity of ClGVnlnnd H .ight'z? 

A Yes~ 

Q ~row long ha.;:; he been t·1orking for the city o:r 

Cleveland Heights? 

A .Abeu t t hree y<:ars , I be lia1re ~ 

Q, Did you attend s chool in the Greater Cievel c.nd ar0a 

A In. East Clev~land. Grammar school at Murray Hill 

1n Cleveland, and then in E[!.z t Cleveland, Kirl\. and Shaw • 

Q · Kirk and Shaw Hig.11. School? 

A Yes. 

Q Ifu.ve you or any member cf your f amily ever beon 

involved in a c:eimino.l law suit by way of being a \·1itne:s s 

or a juror or any m1y involved? 

A No. 

\ 
\ 
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Q Do you know 2 .. nybody associated or connected in 

any ·wiy i~ith the · P-..cosecuting Attorney 's Office? 

Q, Were you goin(; to say Sorlcthing? 

A I don't belicv~ I ·do. I don't lmmv ever:~rbody there 

Q, Do you f;.11cw n.nybody ::i.c:Jociated with Bay View 

Hospital? 

A No. 

Q, Do you know the defendant Srun Sheppard? 

A Just l.'iha.t I lmye heard about him. 

Q Do you kno"t;1 defense counsel, Mr. Bailey, or 1,1r·. 

Sherman? 

A Noo 

Q In 195·4 did you have occo.a ion to r ead any news 

accounts relating to the c~se of the State of' Ohio yersus 

A I don 1 t believe I read anything . I believe jµst 

·what I heard en the T.V. 

Q Did you r ead ru1ythi1~g other than a ne·wspaper 

·' , 

account, any ma3azine er any books in connection with 

this matter? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you follow the accounts on T.V. rather exten-

sively'i 

A No, sir, not at that t ir.:e , no. 
, ; ' 
· ; 
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Q Since 1954 , 113.va you :read any a ccounts in nei-JS-

p~pers, ma3az:L~ec , o~ books about this matter? 

A I can 7 t '2.(Sjr :.C r id, no. 

Q You can 1 t say'? 

A I didn't. 

Q You cant t sa:y you didnit? 

A I can 9t so..y that I did. 

Q ~cu c an ot ouy tn::\.t you d id'f 

A Yes . I don't r8call re~ding anything. 

Q You might have i:ead scr::cthing but y ou don't recall? 

A Yes . 

Q Have you had occas ion to discuss this case with 

anyone, your fcnily er friends? 

A Uo rca;:.;on to . 

Q Or did arl~,'O::'le e~:er discuss the case with you? 

· A Uo. 

Q Did you evc'.i.· hear anyone express 'their opinion as 

to the gililt or i nncccnce of this defendant? 

A 

Q. 

Yeso 

How often did you hcc.r that opinion e:lcpressed? 

A Five or Si..'{ ti."lles , maybe . 

Q Can you recall by ''J'hom? 

A Uo. 

Q Well, did your f~ther ever express an opinion to · 

you? 
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.. 
A No •. 

Q Or did your brother or cizter ever express an 

· opinion? 

A Uo •. 

Q Or the people tha:c you hs.d wo:rked with in the 

~~~a ~~ : i"e, · i f · the othe:i:~ companies that you 

subsequently 11:o:i.·l:ed for? 

A I thin~-:. I hev.:i."d. most about 1 t wh0n I l -Jas in tha 

groce~J store, customers uould come in • . 

Q As a rosul·c o~ those opinions, ho..ve you yourself 

formulated uny opinion as to the e,-uilt or innocence of 

this r.irui'? 

A No, I never did • 
. . 

Q All of us at one time or another psrha.p5 have an 

idea wha.t the l!l't'i is 01" i:rho.t the law should be; if you 

have such an idea, could you put that idea out of your 

mind and cccept J'udge Talty's instructions as to i:Jhat 

the law is, even though it might be different than what 
' ' 

you think the lo.'t'J is? 

A You mean as a ·juror? 

Q Yes • . 

A I believe I could • . 

Q Now, if, for e;.~ample, he were to tell yo:u that 

circumstanti~l evidence properly proven is just ac good 

as direct ~vid-2~ce , i·Jould you accept thc.t inE;truction 
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from Judge Talty? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: Counselor, 

may I interrupt, please? I see it is new 

2:45. At this point we '!:Jill 

MR . CORRIGAN : Judge, I 

think I t-J111 finish very shortly . 

THE COURT : Please proceed , 

Counselor. 

By Mr. Corrig.~n : 

Q If a police officer were t o testify in this case , 

would you give greo.ter weight t o hls '.; testimony s olely 
' I . 

because he is a police officer than you would somebody 

else? 

A I don't believe I would. 

Q Keep your voice up. 

A I don 't believe I would. 
','. 

Q In. other. wo1·ds, you would put him on the same plane 

as anybody else, f:rom the standpoint of determining 

whether he is t elling the truth or not? 

A Well, I think once any one of .us sits here, \'le 

should all be considered 

Q I see. Whether you are a police officer or regard-

less of what you may be? 

A Yes. 

,} 
' I 
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G' Q Will you in evaluating the testimcny of the t-Jit-

nesses that sit in that sea·i;, will you use you:r everyday 

co!!llllon ordinary sen::;e in determining whether they are 

telling the whole truth, or part of the truth, or no 

truth? 

A I don't bcliava I would just use everyday common 

sense, no. 

Q You don't thinl( you '•1ould use everyday cor;U">:ion 

sense. Now, 1•1hat do you mean by that, if' you will 

elaborate just a little bit mere? 

A I probably would have to concentrate. a little 

harder. 

Q You \'JOUlcl do better than using your common ordinary 

horse sense, if I may use the term? 

A Right. 

Q So you would, if I understand you correctly, you · 

would measure e.nd 't 1eigh each witness very closely? 

A Well, I l-Jould do my best, yes. 

Q I see; and you would do this with a view 1n mind 

of arriving at a conclusion as to what is the truth? 

A Yes. 

Q Now; assuming that you are selected as a juror, 

and the case is presented to the jury for deliberat i on, 

would you and could you join with your fellow jurors in 

exploring ~ll the facts, all of the testimony, all of the 

' 
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evidence, t·1ith a view in mind of arriving at a fair and 

just verdict, fair to both the cefendant Sam Sheppard 

and the state of Ohio? 

., A Yes, I woul d . 

MR . CORR!GA...'11{: . Pass for cause, 

your Honor •. 

'" .. I THE COURT: .· Thank you •. 

Miss Peters, you will r esume the stand •. We 

are going to have a recess new. 

You lady and gentlemen of the 

! • " · · ·prospective panel , you will bear in mind the 

instructions previously given you, and ypu 

will b~ar them in mind on each occasion when 

you l eave this r oom. 

You shell net discuss this case 

even amongst yourselves, you understand. 

You shall net permit anyone else 

to discuss it t·1ith you . You shall not permit 

yourselves to overhear anything that relat,es 

to this cause ·by any means or media of 
I 

cocmunication. 

He .,,1ill stand recessed until five 

minutes past three. 

(Thereupon a recess i.-ias ii'acF.) 
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Q Miss Peters, I believe you told us that you '\•Jere 

·workin,g in a grocery stora at the ti.me the original trial 

·went on? 

A · Yes, sir, that 's correct. 

Q, Did you regularly read the newspapers back then? 

A . Not too often . 

Q But you heard some information about the case, as 

I understand, from customers who ca.me into the store and 

talked to you about it? 

A Yes, that' s right . 

Q Did you hear some .of them express opi?ions? 

A ·· Yes. 

Q, Did you hear opinions expressed by the customers 

or any one else. as to whether or not Doctor Sheppard was 

gull ty or innocent? 

A Yes. 

Q I take it s ome of these people ·in talking about the 

case with you would ~sk , 11vfnat do you think?" 

A Yes, they did . 

Q And did you tell them what you thought? 
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A I believe at th~ time I didn't have any opinion at 

all . I just didn't think about it one way or the other . 

Q You hadn 1 t formed any opinion? 

A Correct. 

Q Now, this wa~ at the time of the original trial? 

A Yes. · 

Q ·Have you had occasion to have had · some talk with 

some people cbout the case since that time? 

A Yes • . 

Q Have you been aware through the · news reporting of 

subsequent developments and appeals and other things, 

brought the name Sheppard up in the news? 

A Yes. 

Q During the subsequent conversations down through 

the t welve year period that has elapsed, have people 

expressed opinions to you as to the worth ·of his cause 

or his guilt or innocence? 

A Yes·, I have heard. 

Q · In any of these conversations have you been asked 

for an opin ion? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And have you given an opinion? 

A I still have no opinion. 

Q In other words, you never said to anybody, 11 I think 

this or I think that"? 
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A I did en cne occas ion but just for the sake cf 

argUDent, r r.:iean, it i·ias jus t because I wanted to disagree 

with the pers on all together . 

Q You mean you expressad an opinion but just in order 

to pose an argument? 

A That's all. 

Q At t hat t ime you didn't have any opinion? 

: A That's right . 

Q Now, do you take .the newspapers now? 

A l'ardon? 

Q Do you take· a ne't·rnnaper regularly now? 

A No. 

Q Does your father . take one? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you customarily in the course cf each day read 

a Cleveland newspaper? 

Just one section. 

Just cne section? 

Yes. 

Did you, for instance, read a newspaper yesterday? 

Yes. 

Was that the Plain Dealer? 

Yes. 

The. Sunday: ; edit ion? 

Yes. 

·, ·.· 
' ' ' 
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Q · Did you raad anything in that paper about Doctor 

Sheppard? 

A No, I did not . 

Q You didn~t see ~ything printed there about it? 

A No . 

Q I take it the section you read is not the front news 

section? .. 

A That's right. 

Q Miss Petc::.~s, you a:re at'iare that the original trial 

resulted in a conviction which has since then overturned? 

A Yes. · 

Q Do you understand that 'Na are now at the same point 

that Doctor s· e9pard was twelve years ago before there 

ever was any trial? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you completely· disregard in your own mind and 

attach no wcigh't to the fact that another jury may have 

formed one result or another? 

A Yes, I believe I can. 

Q You · are able to accept the fact that ·we are startin~· 

:f'resh? 

A That ts right. 

Q And do you now presume Doctor Sheppard to be 

innocent? 

A Yes, I do. . 

\ 
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Q Do you understarid you axe to continue to pre$ume 

· that unless t he Sta t e proves t hat he is guilty? 

A Yes. 

Q Miss Peters, if in the cour se o~ deliberating this 

case as a juror , 1.<J ith your fellow jurors, you :found that 

the majority disagreed with your views, t·Jould you adhere 

ta ycur Gwn v~. f::~rn o,ft~r- €H.rJGmrn l n3 gr WGYl9 YGY be 

inclined to vote with the majority just because it would 

"'be the thing to do? 

A I am pre tty stubborn, I would stick to ' mtne. 

Q I think Hr. · Cor r1.:?;a..'1 asked you whether or not you 

t'Jould accept t he J"udge ' s ins t r uction that cil•cumstantinl 

evidance could be just as good as direct evidence? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q, Would you s ir.'lilarly accep t his instruction t hat if 

circumstantia l evidence is to be used in this case to 

prove guilt, tha t i t nus t exclude all hypotheses or 

theories based on the f acts under which Doctor Sheppard 

could be innocent before you ca n vote :fer guilt, could 

you accept t hat? 

A Yes. 

Q, Now, suppooing;, Miss Peters, the State puts in .a 

case and shm·rn you tha t Marilyn Sheppard was killed by 

someone, that DQc t or Sheppa rd was home on the night that 

it happened, and t he defens e does not present any 
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considere1 by you for any purpose. · You ca.ri.not 

drai'J any inference from his · failure to testify • . 

Do each o~ you understand that? 

MISS PETERS: · Yes~ · ·. 

'fl:E COU?.T: . Please proceed:> 

Counselor. 

By Mr . Baile~r : 

Q. Now that you heard i.·ihat the la1:J is from his Honor 

Judge Talty, do you feel that you could accept. this rule 

and apply it to:·yo1.fr ::dccisicn as to whether or not Doctor 

Sheppard coi:.'l!llitted the Cl"ir.1e charged? . 

A Yes, I do. 

Q P~~d you feel you could accept this rule and exclude 

from your mind any question a3 to 'why he might not ha~re 

tes·ti:f'ied? 

A Yes.-

Q You understand that to be his right? 

A That's right. 

Q In the course of your discussions of this case with 

others, have you heard something or learned something 

about Doctor Sheppard's profe3sion, his professional 

bac1cgrouna? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, You know he is a doctor? 

A Yes. 

.. , 
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Q Did you .hetlr t;hat kind of doctor he is' ·or what he 

cloes?. · 

'A . An osteopath, r believe. 

' 
Q, · Do you kncu what an osteopath is? '. 

A Mo, I don 't. ' " 

Q, You don't knew? 

A No. 

Q Do you knm·1 ':"~hethe14 or . not a."1 osteopath i::J a 

regular doctor~ . m· some other kind of doctor? 

rm . SPELLl\CY: ·Objection. 
·. 

. l THE COURT: ·She may· ·answer 

if she knows. 

It .i s a little broad in its 

thrust. 

Do you know, do you know whether 

an osteopath is a ~pecial type of ·doctor? 

A No, I don tt. 

THE COURT: Please proceed, 

Cou."1selor. 

Q Do you knc~1 what a medical doctor or · M.D. is? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have a fa.nily physic~an? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Is he &li. M.D .? 

A Yes. 

I 
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Q Have you ever been treated by a n os teopa t h , to your 

knowl edge? 

A I don~t know what it : _.:.; 

Q 'lf· y ou had .conflicting t<Ds t imony from a medica l · •. 

doctor on the onehand, and a "doct or of osteopa t hy on t he 

other hand , as to a poi~t of medica l ·evidence, would · you 

give more '\·1eight to the r~cdical doctor solely' for t he 

reas on t hat · the contradiction \·ias c oming from a doct or of 

osteopat hy, c:i.· would you corn.:.;i.Ger them equal and g i ve t her.1 

each a chance to be believ·ed by y ou in the fashion \-Jhich 

you r egar d all other 't';i·cnesses? 

A I t-iould give them eac h , I ·would t ake both· of' thei r 

tes timony . ·.:. 

Q, In othe~· words , thet fact that one was a doc t or of 

osteopa t hy wouldn et influence you at all? · 

A Uo. .. \I°· . 

Q · ' I think you said that the fact t hat a ' mari \·fas a 

nolice ·officer wculd not by itse.lf incline you to bel ieve - . 
him as against a.'1other non- police witnes s ; " is tha t t r ue? 

A That is rig11t . ' 

Q If sc~e other State off i c ial, for instance, t he 

County Coron8r, "trnre to ei"'le t estimony as a doctor contra 

dieted by some doctor not c .. ormec.t.ed: with the State , woull 

you solely · because he \'las a County Coroner be inc~~ned to 

h · " · t t h. test.-:""'.ony than that of ·-.the · cth~:c1 . attac mo:i.· e we:i..c1i. ·o is ..u .. 
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(," 

doctor? 

A I dcn~t think ao. 

· Q Is ·there any reason i·Jhy ·you '·1ould p:refer not to sit 

in this case, Mi ss Pete:rs? . ·. · 

A No. 

Q. Are .you r;at isfied in you:r own mind that you can givG 

an • B.4.ILEY : Pass for cause. 

TEE COURT: Miss Pete1~s,, 

would you be kind enough to tal~e the chair 

:right next to Mr. Stephens • 

..... 

I 
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