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TEE .. \E'iJ?OH .., .!i.RTHUR R . WYCOFF.ll JR ., 

a r.e~ber of the prcspective jury panel, having 

been p:::-cviously sworn,, · "::m.s er.a.mined and · i:;esti-

f'ied on voir C::ire,, as follol1s : 

TI-ill COURT: Mr . Wycoff,, you 

l?ill recall that yo.u a:re under oath: nO'l-:, sir? 

MR. UYCOFF : Yes. .. I do. 

TI·S COURT: 1·!r. Wycoff' , you 

will keep your voice up so that each of us in 

. . this rco:::i can hear you, and Mr. ·Romito can 

· record your reeponses; ·1:;ill you de that , 

pleane? 

21'.R. 1'f'lCOJ?F: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Thanlc you , sir. 

Counselor Corrigan? 

VOii\ Din3 I:XAMI1tATIOl'r OF ARTHUR R. WYCOFF_., JR. 

Q Hill you state your full name, Mr. Uycoff? 

A Arthur Ra.ndolph .Uycoff, Junior. 

Q, v!here do you live? 
. . , 

A 220 B~eler Drive, Berea. 

Q Uith whc::n do you live at that address? 

A My wife .. 

Q. .Do you he.ve ru.1y \.chil<lr.-;n? 
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A . Mo, -v1e do not . 

Q. Wha t i s your occ u-":.ition , s ir? 

A I am a cupc:-..~\risor in t he accounting department of 

the Feder~l Reserve Bank. . 

Q How long 1'1'.lve y ou been so employed? 

Q, What i s your age , sir? 

A T\·Jcnty-ssv~n . 

Q. Pr ier t o bein3 a supe1•vi sor in the bank, what typa 

of employment 't"Iere you eng:..aged in? 

A Well, I l eft s chool in my mid-term, my sophomor~ 

year, and 1"1orked fo~ t wo years and then returned to 

school to c or::ple:te college . 

Q What school i·iS.S that? 

A This '\·1as Balchdn Ua ll.n.ce I went to. 

Q, Ho1:1 f ar did you go to school at B-1-1 with regard tc 

obtaining a degree? 

A Well, I ~·;ent to my sopho~ore year and then quit 

to work for t wo yeo..rs, and then went back and completed 

rey work .. 

Q, When did you marry, sir? 

Q, Is your wife employed outside of the home rather 

A Yes, n.c in . 
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Q What is he~ enployment? 

A She is o.t ·che i~:i.tional City Bank as ·a teller. 

Q How l ong h~s she been e .1!_)loyed as a teller '.' With the 

National City Ea.::1k? J.1.: 
' • 1.. ' · 

'11' 

A· Abcut five years . 

Q Prio1' tc your oe:triage ,, where did your wife 11~11e? 

A In Par-ua. • 

Q Are you a n~tive to the Greater Clevelano area? 

A Mo, 'l:1e a1·e net. 

Q 'i'n!exe were you born? 

A In i·Jashi:!'lgton, D. c. 

Q At ·what o.se did you leave Washington, D. C.? 

A About thi~tecr.. 

Q T.en, did you ecru~ to the Cleveland area? 

A Yes,, 111e did. 

Q And you ha~e lived here ever since? 

A Yes,, sir. 

Q Do you lmow anybody connected with or· associated 

with the Prosecuting Attorney's Office of this count~·? 

A No, sir, I do not. 

Q Do you know anybody that is associated with the 

defense, either Doctor Sam Sh8ppa.rd or Mr. Russell Sherr::~. 

or Mr. Lee Eo.iley, his counsel? 

A No, I do not, sir. 

'i.'E::: C OUET ~ Counselor, 
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excuse · me, I r:?.ay have micsed ~.t,· ·but when · 

did Mr . Uyccff ccrn.; to . the Cleveland area,. 

wha.t year? ' I 

·Well, it wci.n a.bout '53 or · t 54 ~ 

'I THE COlJR'r: · . ' You moved to 

Cleveland? 

l·ffi • 1'JiC OFli' : 

THE COURT: Wb.at age ·1:!ere 

you at th:it tir:?a? 

KR • \'l"'IC OFF: About thirt;ecn, 

sir. 

TBZ COURT: ' Thank you. 

Please proccGd, Counselor. 

Q, At t he time: you ca.me to Cleveland , you Catie with 

ycur .. :parents? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have ~ny broth~rs or s i s t ers? 

A Yes, si~, one brother . 

Older or younger? 

A Younger . 

Q, 't'rhat is his a~e and occupation? 

A Ee i s twenty-t"l'JO und he is a student. 

Q, What · is your fz::ther 1 s occupation? 

A He is the hc~d of the G;nera.l Accounting Office, 

\ 
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in the Audit Branch in Cleveland . 

Q Keep your voice up, pleese. How long has he been 

associated with that firm? · ' · 

A About thirty-five years. 
' . ·. 

Q So he i·ias associated l-Jith that firm in Washington, 

- . D. C. , before he came to Cleveland? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you have occazion to read anything about the 

Sheppard case? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q l·Jhen i-Jas the first tim~ you read something about it, 

if you can recall? 

A During tha first trial. 

Q Were you in ths Cleveland araa at that time? 

A Yes, we were, we had moved here about a year previou 

to that. 

Q How old were you at that time? 

A Oh," about fourteen. 

Q Did you read about it in the daily newspapers? 

A Yes, very briefly. 

Q Did you read about it in any magazines or per~odical 

or books? 

A No. 

Q When you read about it in the newspaper, did you 

follow it rathar closely? 

I 
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A No, I did not . 

Q Did you have occasion subsequent ly to read anything 

about the Sheppard case? 

A · No, sir, I did not. 

Q I t ake it then that you read nothing in r ecent days 

or months relatLri.g to this case? 

A Absolutely nothing . 

Q Did you have ccca-sion to discuss this case with 

anybody relative _to the guilt or innocence of the defendant? 

A I may have, sir. I really, I don't know, I really 

can't say. 

I have said nothing in the past several years about 

it. 

Q At the t~ne you ~ay have had s ome discussion, had 

you formulated an opinion one way or the other? 

A No, sir, I really didn't care at that. time . I 

wasn't interested in it at all. 

Q Have other pGcple .expressed their opinions to you? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q On how many occasions? 

A I really don't know. I couldn't say. Not very 

often, but I have heard some opinions expressed. _ 

Q When you say not very often, l'Jould it be as many 

as a -dozen times? 

A No, no. Les~ than that, less than that. 

•' 
' 

I 1 11,t 

". 



' · .I 

; 
.I 

, . 

! 

' 'I 

: ! 

Q Would i t be as many as a half a dozen timas? 

A Oh, perhaps , perhaps .-

Q As a result of those opinions, did you engage in 

some discussion about this matter? 

A Not to any great extent, no.· I don't know much 

about it.· 

Q. As a. result of th3se opinions that were expressed 

to you, or something that you may have read or heard, did 

you yourself fo~mulate any opinion? 

A :No, I have not.-

Q P.a.ve you or any ~ember of your family ever been· 

involved in a criminal matter as a victim~~ or a ·witness 

or as a juror or in any other manner? 

A No.-

Q If you ere sel ected as a juror and the time arrives 

when the jury i s deliberating the facts in· this case, 

would you be able, sir, to join with ypur fellow jurors 

in discussing all of the facts and the evidence that you 

heard here in the courtroom, with a view in mind of 

arriving at a f a ir and objective verdict, fair .to both 

the defendant and the State of Ohio? 

A I believe so, sir, yes.-

Q Would yo give any greater or lesser weight to the , 

testimony of . a ·witness eolely because that ·witness might 

be a police officer or a gove:rm:1ental official? 
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• A No. 

Q Would you, sir, use your everyday common ordinary 

se~se 'in e valuating the bel ievability or the cred ibility 

. of the· .witnesses that would t estify in this matter? 

A . Yes. · 

. . Q Have you had any connection with the Bay Village 

Hospital? 
l • 

. . A No. 

Q Do you ·knmJ or ·have you had any connection or any 

association with anyone who mi ght be a "l·Jitness in connec t· on 

with this matter? · 

.A None whatGocver . 

Q If J'udga Talty instructs ;-,rou a s to what the l aw i s , · 

though you may riE..ve an idea thc..t the law should be some- ; 

thing diffe r ent from that , would you put out of your mi nd ' 

your own concept of what you think the law should be, ap.4 \ ·. 
accept the l a'l.'J as Judge Ta lty \dll tell you the la1.-1 to be' \ 

\ 

A Yes, sir, I woul d . 

Q · . Now, you se..y you t h i nlt you would. I believe we 

need a stronger answer t han t hat. 
I 
l 

Would you be abl e to? \ 
A Yes, I believe so, s ir. 

\ Q If for example , J udge Ta l t y were to tell you tha t I 

circumstantial evidence proper ly proven is just as good 

as diract evidence , would you accept that if he told you 
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that that was the la~-J? 

A · Yes, I would. 

Q Would you accept that even though yo'-:1 had a concept 

that it should be different? 

· A Yes, I 1:Jould. 

Q If he told you, for example, tha t the state had the 

burden of proving the cv.se ag<linst t he defendant beyond 

a reasonable doubt, with ·respect to each essential element, 

would you accept that? 

A If it was the law, yes, sir, I would. 

1-!R . CORRIGAU: 

THE COiJRT: 

or · Sher-man? 

Pass for cause . 

Counselor Bailey _ 

VOIR DIRE EXAMIUATION OF ARTHUR R. WYCOFF, JR. 

By Mr. Bailey: 

Q :Mr. Wycoff, you said some people had expressed 

opinions in your presence at one time or another? 

A Yes, they have. 

Q The personnel section of the Federal bank. of which 

you a re employed, you said .you ware a supervisor in the 

accounting department? 

A Yes. 

Q You supervise people ~iho do accounting? 

A Yes. 



I 

·.·· . ' 
l' I:, •' 170 

Q You are a.~ accountant yourself? 

A No, I a.~ not. 

Q You have some e.A'"Perience with :figures , no doubt? 

A Well, scrae:, yes. 

Q Have you heard opinions a.s to the relative · merits 

·· of · the Sheppard case from anyone in the Federal Reserve 

Bunk? 

A Yes. 

Q Have any of the people who have expressed opinions 

· to you, been in the superior position in the chain of 

command of personnel? 

A No~ The.se are just the off.ice girls. 

Q All right, just the office help . Have t hese 

opinions influenced you in any way as to the merits of 

the case? 

A I don't believe so, no. 

Q Is it fair to say that you are approaching this 

case today ·1'Jith a completely open mind and ·waiting to 

determine from the evidence what the i'acts are? 

A · I think so, yes. 

Q Now, · the Court i ·1i11· instruct you at some point, and 

has already made an allusion to this fact in pre l iminary 

instructions, that the burden of proof is upon the State 

of Ohio. 

You will also be instructed in the event it becomes 

' 
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neces·sary t hat t he defendant is not required to · testify, · 

· and if he does not tes t i f y , no i nference of guilt or 

consciousness of guil t can aris e from that; ·so you feel 

that you can a ccept tha t instruction? 

A Yes, s h·. 

Q . In the absence of his tes timony? 

A Yes, sir • . 

Q And determine his guilt or innocence without any 

reference to hi s -i'ail UI'i; to cxpl a L"l or appear as a 

. ·witness? 

A Yes. 1 

Q Should i t develop in the course of deliberations 

as a j .uror, tha. t you and your f ell ow jurors have a 

disagreement, and that you appear to be in ·the minority , 

with your view contravening t hese of the majority, do 

you feel t hat s o long as your judgment remained unchanged 

you 't-Jould be able to adhere to and assert and vote your 

· own judgcient and not be inclined to vote with the majorit~ 

just for the purpose of reaching a verdict? 

A If I f e l t I 't·las right, y ese 

Q Do you know of any r eason, Mr. Wycoff', . why you 

· should not or woul d r a ther not sit in this case? 

A To my krw~vlcdge , no. 

Q P.ny doubt in your mind that you could give the 

def'endo.."lt a f air trial? 
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A No, sir, there is not. 

You are a1·iare, of course, that there was a pri01:· 

trial? 

A · Yes, I lear:ie<l that. 

Q Did you learn at some point it had been overturned 

by the United States Supreme Court? 

A Yes. 

Q .. Are you able in deciding this case, if you are 

selected as a juror, to completely disregard all referencE 

in your own mind and in your o'!fm deliberat ion during the 

prior trial or its result, or the merits one 'tmy or 

another, and accept. the fact that. we are beginning today 

just as if there had never been a crime? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q If police witnesses or other i.'11tnesses testify to 

one f a.ct and the defendant with his own · testimony contra­

dicted that fa.ct, "tr?ould you be inclined to give less 

weight to the defendantts testimony solely because he is 

the defendant :L~ this case? 

A No. 

Mn . BAILEY: Pass for cause . 

THE COURT: Mr. Wycoff',' would 

you be kind enough to talte the chair directly 

next · to :Miss Peters, please , in the i'ront row. 


