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T1IBREUPON 3 CAROL JOAN REESE, a 

~embe? of the prospective jury panel, having 

been previously m·~orn , 't·1as examined and testi-

tied on voir dire, as f'ollm1s: 

VOIR DIRE EY.AMINATIO:N OF CAROL J'OA.J.'1 REESE 

THE COURT: Mrs . Rzese, you 

may pl..,ce your purse c1ovn alongside, if it 

·would be . more comfo:ctable f.'or you. 

Yes. 

THE COUET: Mrs . Reese, you 

will bca:c in mi."ld that you are under oath, and 

that you will respond to the questions in such 

a fashion so that each one of us in the room 

may heai- your reGponses, so you will have to 

hold yourself up. 

Hr • . Romito here, who is our court 
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reporter, must record each one of your responses, , 

and a nod of your head one way or the other 

will not suffice. 

It must be an audible response so 

that each of us in the room can understand you •. 

Now, for the State, either Counselor 

Spellacy or Corrig11n? 

MR . SPELLACY: Yes, if it please 
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the Court. 
1 

By Mr. Spellccy : 

., 

TliE COURT: Please proceed. 

Q It is Mrs . Reese, is that correct? 

A Yes, that's :;-ight. ·· 
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Q Your .address is 13800 Terrace Road, in· Ea.st. Clevela d? 

A That is correct. 

Q How long have you lived there? 

A Approximat ely four years. 

Q. lfnere did you live prior to that? 

A On ·Noble Road, and Alb ine Avenue. 

Q Pardon me? 

A Noble Road, corner of AJ..bine and Uoble. 

Q Is that also in the city of East Cleveland? 

A No, it is Cleveland Heights. 

Q Prior to th~t did you live in East Cleveland also? 

A No, I lived in Sha.leer t-: ith my parents. 

Q In .Shaker? 

A Yes, on Daleford Road. 

Q On ~h<;lt road? · 

A Dale~ord Road . 

Q You \'Jill have to keep your voice up so everybody 

1n this courtroom can hear you, all right? 

A Yes. · . 

Q Did you go to school in the Shal~er School District? 
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A Yes, Shaker Eeightc High. 
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Q, What year did you graduate from Shaker Heights High 

School? 

I A 1951. 

Q 1951? 

A Yas. 

Q, Did you go to school from there? 

A Yes, I went t o ~ent State University for two and a 

half years. 

Q For t '\.11 0 and a 1alf yea.rs? 

A ·Yes. · 

Q. Did you go t o school after that anywhere? 

A No. 

Q. At Kent Stat~, did you live down in Kent, Ohio? 

A Yes. 

Q. That was on the ma.in campus that you went to school~ 

A · Yes. 

Q You are marr ied? 

A Yes. 

Q. ;. You are an invest ment secretaxy for Central NationaJ 

Bank? 

A ·T'.nat•s right. We have to deal with stocks and 

bonds. 

Q. Do you work downtown at the Main Office? 

A Yes. 

. .. . . t I : • 
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Q Hot-J long have you been i.-1ith the Central National 

Bank? 

A It ·will be t wo years in February. 

• I 
Prior to uo:rking for Central National Bank, where 

. ; 

did you wo:rlt? 

A Saunde::ts, Stiver Ccm.pany, a brokero.ge firm, in the 

Terminal. 

How long did you work for Saunde:rs? 

, ·. A Four and a half years. 

Q. In t·1hat cap'1city did you work at Saunders, Stiver? 

A . · I was a sscretary for one of the salesmen. 

Prior to that where did you t-Jo:rk? 

A Well, I wc:dted for Sun Finance and Loa."'l. Company 

for a while. 

Q Now, does your husband have his own business, . is 

that correct? 

A ·Yes, he has his o,.m businass • 

. Q Is ._ it the S. B. Reese Sales Company? 

A ·Yes, he is a manufacturer l;s representativa. 

Q He is a . manufacturer's ·:r·epresentative? 

A Yes. 

Q Ho't'J .long haz he had his own business? 

A I would say about oix years now. · 

Q Six years no•.-1? 

A Yes. 

I 
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Q Where i~ hi s businGss located? 

A It is located in Clcvela~d Heights at his mother's 

home ·on Hyde Par ... Road • . 

Q Is ycu:r hm;band :from Cleveland, too? 

· A . Yes. 

. .. '. 

Q · ·Are you indicating Cleveland Heights, is that 

·A Yes. 

Q Did he go. to school also in the Cleveland .area? 

A Yes, he did ·~ 

Q Do you YJlCW any oi' the people involved in this 
,. 

case, do you knew Srun Sheppai··;:r; Russell Sherman,. or I.-ee 

Bailey? 

A No. 

\· 

·\ 

'\ Q It may develop in the course of the trial that 

Marilyn Shepp~ro's father's name was Mr. Reese. 

·rs that any relation, would Marilyn Sheppard be 

any relation, do ycu knoi, of your husband's? 

A Mo, I am sure it isnwt. 

Q You und0rsta.rid · that this is the case of the State 

of Ohio versus Sam Shappard, you understand that? 

Yes .. ' f 
<.I 

Q Have you raaa· anything about this p·articula:r case? 1· 

A Years z..go I did, yes. 

Q. When ·would that be, if you can recall? 
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A Well, when it was tt~el ve yea.rs ago. 

Q, Pardon me? 

A Twelve years ago 'Nhen it was on. 

Q Where wcrs you at that tine? 

A I was in Cleveland living idth my parents. I 

"1.·1asn 1 t too concerned about it. 

A I wa.sn 9 t too conce::ened about it. 

Q I believe at that time you were also going to 

college, is that correct? 

A Yes, thQ.t's righto I was terribly busy then .. 

Q Have you read anything since that time with regard 

to this ·particule..r case? 

A No, not r eally. I mean, in -- well .;.._ I have seen 

little articles in the paper. 

Q As a result or having seen strike 'that. Have 

you read anythine other than nei-JSpapers "t"Jith regard .to 

this case? 

A Mo, sir. 

Q Just the newspapers, is that right? 

A' Yes. 

Q · liave you heard anythine en the radio or · television 

with regard to this case? 

A Yes~ 

Q ro1·l, as a result of having read about it back 

I 
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twelve years ego,, have you f'orr:1ed or expressed an opinion 

with rega:rd to thia particular case? 

A Uo. 

Q You indicated tho.t your husband also was frcn the 

. Cleveland Haishts area; is that correct, or the East side' 

A Yes. 

Q What hieh school did he go to? 

A Ha went to Heights Hig..11. 

Q Cleveland Heig!·.ts High School? · 

A Yes. 

Q vfuat .year did he graduate from Cleveland Heights 

High School? 

A I am really not sure if it was tl.~5 or •46,, I believ "' > 

I an not sure. 

Q Would it be 191~5,, in tha t area? 

A Approxil::J.1tely. I really don' t know. 

Q' · Do you knOi·J if your husband knows anybody 

with this particul~r case? '• 

.. ·· .. 'A ·:. ·'· No; I a.'11 sure he .doean•t. 

Q Pardon me? 

A No. 

Q Have you discussed this particular case ·\'zith your 

husband? 

A Yes. 

Q P.as he indicated to you any lmowledge about this 
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particular case or any lmowledge a.bout the parties in-

volved in this particular case? 

A No. 

Now, it ~ay aevalop excuse me it may develop 

in the coursa of the t::cia.1 · the..t :tfa:rilyn Sheppard and Sam 

Sheppard both gradus.ted from Clevel and Heights High Schoo 

Would.th.is fact i."'l ·and of itself, and th~ :fact that 

your husband graduated around 145 , would that have any 

influence upon you cs a juror in this particular c ase? 

MR . BAILEY: I .object to 

the qu3stion. 

THE COURT: .susteined as 

to forr.1, Counselor. The substance is 

prope1~. 

Her ability to serve as a · fair · 

and iLl9aTtial juror, Counselor. 

MR . SPELLACY; Yes, your 

Honor. 

' Q Would that. preclude you from being fair e.nd impa.r-

tia.l. to this defcnc'lan-t as 't'~cll. a.s to t he people of Ohio? 

A Yes. 

Q. Pardon me? 

A Yes •. 
; 

Q It •;Jould preclude you from being -- \ 
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A I am not sure I understand you. 

Q. Well, i.~o'..lld thG fact that your husband 'ltJas a 

graduate of Clcvcl~nd He i ghts High School, i-1ould that 

preclude you from being fair and impartial to this defen­

dant as \'Jell as to the people of Ohio, the fact that this 

defendant's testit ony may also be adduced that he is also 

a graduate cf Clevelanci Heights High School, as i:Jell as 

Marilyn Sheppard , ·would that prevent you from being fair 

and impartia l to this defendant --

A We. 

Q --as well as to the people of Ohio? 

Do you understand? 

A No, t hat doesn~t make any difference . 

Q. It 't·1ouldn' t influence you? 

A No~ it would not influence me. 

Q Have you ever served as a juror before? 

A No. 

Q Have you ever been a v:itness in any kind of a case, 

either civil or criminal? 

A No. 

Q Any nembers of your family ever been witnesses in 

any kind of a case? 

A No. 

Q Any ·memberz of your family ever been jurors; do yo 

know? 
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~ · A No. 

Q You understand if celected as a juror in this 

particular 'case, that you "\·Jill be called upon to weigh 

the evidence in this particul ar case, you understand? 

A Yes. 

Q Your job will be a trier of the facts, that you are 

to determine wherein the truth lies, that in effect we 

are here for the search for the truth, and that it will 

be riecessary for you as a juror to observe the witnesses 

that testify, observe their demeanor, their candor, the ir 

believability and their credibility. 

His Honor Judge Talty will . tell you that you can 

accept all of i·ihat they say , part of what they say, or 

you can discount all of their testimony if . you so desire, 

and you do this by using our everyday experiences • 

For example , when you meet somebody that comes into 

the bank, you size them up, you observe them, and you can 

use your . everyday experience, the same way when you ob­

serve a l1itness testify here . 

You can accept all of what they say, part of what 

they say, or none of 'i:ihat they say. 

Do you unde:cstand that? 

A Yes. 

Q, No\·1,- the other part of the lawsuit is that as a 

juror you· are obl1e;ed t o follo~·J the instructiona that his 

.. , 
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Honor Judge Talty gives to you as t o the l aw of the case. 

You and you alone will be the sole and exclusive 

trier of the facts, but Judge Talty is the sole determine• 

of' ~he l aw that you are to apply t o the facts. 

After all the evidence is in, Judge Talty will read 

to you and give you ins tructions of law, and you a.re 

obliged to follo\·J that law; can you do that? 

A Yes .· 

Q You se0 ,- .1n this day and age we all have our own 

-ideas as to what the law is, or what it migl::it be or 'l:Jhat 

it should be. 

Can you set outside your mind any ideas that you 

might have and accept the la~ that Judge Talty gives to 

you? 

A · Yes. 

Q Now, if Judge Talty were to tell you ·that there a.re 

various types of evidence, and direct and circumstantial 

evidence, and that circumstant ial evidence if properly 

proven is just as good and just as binding as direct 

evidence, would you follow that instruction? 

A 

Q 

Yes. 

Now,. if Judge Talty were to tell you that the~ · 

SYJ.>'P~tt>.y or bias or prejudice has no part in this parti­

cular l awsuit, would you follow that instruction? 

A Yes. 
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~ · .. Q And if he ~·iere to tell you that the penalty or 

punishment, if any that .is immlved, is not to be con-

sidered. by you Lfl your deliberations, would you follow 

that instruction? 

A I don't know if _ ·understand you. 

Q ·If Judge Talty \';ere to instruct you that · you are 

only· to· be conce:;.·n a with the facts of the case, and you 

are not to b~ concerned 't-Jith punishment or the penalty 

11' there is any_, that that is a matter solely within the 

discretion of his Honor Judge Talty, would you follol'l 

that instruction and decide this case only on the facts 

pr~sented here in this courtroom? . ·'· 

A Yes. 

Q Free of any biases or prejudices, or ·sympathies, 

and free of any consideration of any punishme.nt er 

penalty, i:1ou le you do that? 

A Yes. 

Q I might go back to your husband again, ii' . I may. 

You say · he is a manufacturer's representative? 

A Yes. 

·Q What type of products dces he sell? 

A He has motors, hydraulic cylinders, electrical . 

controls, and speed reducers. 

Q " Does he travel here just in the Cleveland area? 

A It is ~o~tly in the state of Ohio, yes. 

'• • f ' ti 
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Q Does ·he have an:y associates in his particular 
r" 

business, or is he alone?. 

A No, he is alo e~ 

Q Now, · you indicated · tha·t you grew up in the Shru·er 

He1&'1ts area, is that correct?. 

A Yes · •. 

Q Do your father and mother still live in Shaker 

Heights? 

A ·Yes·, ·t hey do . 

Q What business or occupation is your father in? 

A Well, ha is retired now •. 

Q · Prior to his retirement? 

A Yes, he \·Jes in the newspaper business. 

Q In the nei·rnpaper business? 

A Yes . 

Q In what connection was he in the newspaper business' 

A He had a foreign mn-1spaper , a Polish ne\<Jspaper, a 

·weekly~ 

Q Was that here in the Cleveland area? 

A Yes. 

Q, '.\'hat was your father' s name? 

A His n~"':le \·1as Walter Willowaski. 
today? 

·Q. I s t h:it paper s till in existence tc c . 
·-- --
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A Yes , I believe it is still in existence as a weekly. 

Q. Hc·~1 long approximately, was he in that business?. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q. 

Oh, abcut thirty- five years or so. 

Is your father- in-law still alive? 

No. 

Is there any reason that you can think of why you / 
f 
! 

could not sit on this particular case and be fair to both ,,, 
sides, both to this defendant az '<lell as to . \. 

the people: \ 
I I 

l \ of' Ohio? 

A No. 

NR. SPELLACY: Pass for cause. 

Tli"E COURT: Counselor Bailey, 

before you or Mr. Sherman come in, ladies and 

gentlemen at the back of the courtroom, 'it is 

about five minutes to four. 

We are going to I:lake every effort 

to complete the voir dire examination of Mrs. 

Reese . 

If any of you care to leave the 1 

courtroom now, · of course , feel free to do so. 

If not, you will be expected to stay until 

the voir dire of :Mrs. Reeze is completed. 

Thank you, Counselor. 

Please proceed. 
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VOIR DIRE EXAMINP.TION OF CAROL JOAN REESE 

By Mr. Bailey: 

Q ·Mrs. Reese, did I understand you to s ay that at the 

time· of the original ti-ial, you learned through t he ne>·is 

or some source sooe of the fac ts a bout it? 

A Yes. 

Q You learned that a 't':oman named Marilyn Sheppard 

had been lcilled by someone? 

A Yes • . 

Q And her husband, the defendant, was a doc t or named 

Sam Sheppa.rd? 

A Yes . 

Q Have any of the people that you t a lked to about 

this case frcm time to time during the l ast twelve years 

\ 
expressed opinions to you about what they thought of the 

doctor 's guilt or innocence? 

A · Yes. 

Do you recall whether or not either or your pa.rent l , Q 

' ever expressed such an opinion? 

A No , they did r-nbt'. " 

Q Did you at the time you heard these · opinion3 , find 

any of them persuasive that you can r ecall? 

A No. 

Q Mrs. -Reese, if you were permitted to sit as a juro· 

in this case, and at the conclus ion of all of t he 
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. , evidence you xemembered something that you learned from 

another source, so~ething that you learned from another 

person, or t hroui:;h the newspapers, but t-Jhich did not 

come out in the evidence in this case, do you think you 

· Could completely clear tha t from your mind when it came 

to delibera ting the verd ict? 

A . Yes. 

Q . That is to say, disregard as if you had never heard 

it or that - it ·:'i.~1eren • t ·true, anything you may have gotten 

from another source? 

A . Yes. · .. 

Q Iri all of the times· that the subject has been 

raised either in your own thinking, or in conversation 

with others, have you .felt inclined to give it one way 

or the. othe? the issue as to the guilt or innocence? 

A No. 

Q Has either aspect of t he case appealed to you more 

than the' other? 

A No • 

. Q I assume when · the original trial took place tha.t 

you did not pay too much attention to the whole affair, 

is that true? 

A It interested me but I \vesn't that involved in 

reading every detail . 

Q Did you folloi'J the news accounts rather closely , 
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can you :recall? 

A Som~ · ~ay~ I i did, and others I did not . 

Q Have you follm'lea it since that time, at least in 

the ne\<Jspapers and on television? 

A .. No, just wY:en something \'~as brought up. 

Q · For instance, a little over tl'JO years ago did you 

learn through -Che news media that Doctor Sheppard had 

been released? 

A Yes. ·· 
.... 

Q And did you learn earlier this y~ar that the United 

States Supreme Court had made a ruling on this case? 

A Yes. 

Q No-t-J, having in mind the fact that there vas a 

retrial, and that Doctor Sheppard \'Jas convicted, and 

that the higher court had set that trial aside, are you 

· · able, Mrs. Re-ese, to approach this case just as if there 

had never been a trial?and we \·iere starting afresh? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you have a family physician? 

A No. 

Q . · Do you l<:.i1m-J i·1he.t Doctor Sheppard's professional 

background i-Jas before the earlier trial? 

A Yes. 

Q, What kind of medicine did he practice, do you . 

know? 
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·A Wasn't it an osteopath? 

Q Yes. !-Tew, ic there a.."'l;y: dist inction er preferenc e 

in your mind betv1een the medical doctor on the one hand,, 

and an osteopathic pi.1ysician on the other? · 

?·8 . CO?JUO .. AU: Objection. 

THE COURT: Sustained .as 

Q Mrs. Reese, if you heard testimony from t wo medical 

experts on an ·issue you tried rig.~t here in this court-

room, and you heard them testify and heard a medical 
.. 

expert 't'Jho 1~as a medical doctor on the one hand, give an 

opinion which was contrad icted by a doctor of .· osteopathy 

on the other hand, 1·1ould you tend to dis1·egard or ;Lower : 

your opinion on the osteopathic doctor's test imony or 

opinions, simply because he i-1as a doctor of osteopathy 

rather than an M.D. ? 

A No. 
\ 

Q If' t he Cuyahoga County Coroner, as a medical expert!> '-

were to render an opinion on· an issue to be tried in this 

. case, and that opinion iizere contradicted by some other 

medical expert not in the servic e of the State or of the 

people as the cor oner, 1·Jould you be influenced to give 

.more weight to the coroner 1 s testimony simply because 

he is the ·county Coroner -rather than just a straight 

doctor? 

\ 
\ 
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;}. " A . N'o. 

Q Mrs. Reese , are you ·uware as to ever having felt 

·any personal emot i on for qr against Doctor Sheppa;rd? 

A No. 

Q. Ho.ving i n mi nd all of t he opinions ·to which you 
, 

have been exposed from friends and neighbors, br :1..dge 

parties, and s o fo rth , a re you able to tell us tha t none 

of these have infl uenced· you to an appreciable degree? 

A Yes. -

Q Now, assuming, Mrs . Reese, that the State s hO'!.'JS to . 

your satisfac t ion t hat a woman named Marilyn Sheppard 1.-ias 

killed by s omeone else , and that . Doctor Sheppard ·was at. \ 

home the night that i t happened , Judge Talty will i.'1s truct \ 

you that Doctor Sh9ppard has the right to furnis h no 

evidence, and i ndeed not even to testify, and t hat no 'i 
I 

' ' 
inference may be draim by you as a juror from his failux~I 

to appear and expl ain, that i s , to testify, do you feel \ 

. ' 

that you can accept such a ruling, and even ti:..ough 
I 

.\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 

Doctor Sheppard put s on no defense, presents no evidencq . .\ ... 
and does not testif y , t hat you can decide his guilt or 

innocence sole l y on t he State's evidence and whether or 

not they have proved his guilt, and without reference to 

his silence, can you do that? 

A Yes• . 

Q If in the course of your deliberations you find 
I --
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that there is a disparity of view among the jurors, and 

that your vie\·J is shared only by a minority of the jurors 

would you stick to your 01:m judgn1ent either in the face 

of majority a isagi·eement, if' you thought you were right, 

and continued to vote f or that judgment? 

Q Mrs . Reese, you feel with all you have heard and 

learned ·Of this case , from any scurce whatsoever, that 

you can sit as ·:a judge of the facts of the guilt or 

innocence of Doctor Sam Sheppard , with complete and fair 
. . 

impartiality? 

A Yes. 

?ffi . <BAILEY : ~:. Pass for cause . 

T!IB COURT : Mrs~ Reese, 

would you be kind enough t o take the chair 

next to Mr. Wycoff in the :front r·o\'~? 

HRS. REESE : Yes. 

THE COURT: Mr . Patrick and 

Mr. Reid, would you be good enough to bring 

back i nto the courtroom the rest of' the pros-

pective pe.nel, please? 

Gcntle~en, if any of you in the 

back of the courtroom 't-J i sh to leave, you may 

do so. 

(Thereupon the balance of the jury panel \ms 

I 
J.. 


