
/ 

I 

~· . ~TATE1S EVIDENCE 

" 
T.HER.uk\JPO::r,, the State or Ohio, to 

maintain t he iszues on its part to be) maintained, 

called as a witnesa DON AP.i.E?.N,, who, ha ving been 

first dul y st-Jorn, 1·ias examined and test1fied 

as f'ollowz: 

DIRECT EXt~::T . !A':L'IO:! OF DON .AHEPJJ 

fur- l'lr" Co:r:>r~~ r--i l : 

Q \~111 ycu st9.te you:!' r 111 n~:.:-. .J _, please? 

A Don=· Ahcr:;;,. 

Q Vfnerc do yot-:. 11 ve,, :.::.:- .. Ahern? 

A Scottsdale, Az>izo~~. 
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Q And hoi·i l o:-:L.s; hc:ve yo lived in Scot;tsd.a l e ,, Arizona? 

Q Call.:.nG your att .:=~1·uon to 195.!.!. , and particular•ly 

July 3rd , J.:.:5-::i ::•-:er-·~ did you l ive on that d~te? 

A Lake r~c·::d .. 

A 291!.!·6.:- ! t:-:.L:2: Q 

Q Do yo-.: .. 1-c-;.m·; or C:id you. know in 1954 a man by the r~r:ia 

of Doct or Sm':! S::-.. 0;;:)1-<:ird? 

A 

Q 

Yes,, I did. 

Do you zee tr.~t pcrscn in this courtroom? 

A Yes. 
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~· . 
Q Will you point hi~ out , plean~? 

A (Witness i.ndicates e) · 

Let the record show 

that he i s the third rr~n at the trial table, 

on the rigrrthand side • 
.. . \ 

:f\m., BAILEY: I will sti.pulate t hat 
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the witness hac properly identified 'che defendant . 

The record ni..ay so 

~ show. 

Q rim·1,, . sir, on .July 3rd, 1951~.!) did you have occasiol 

· to see Sam ·H. Shepp2i"d? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jur-y when and where you 

saw him first on that day'? 

A As I recall it was over at our house at abou':; 6;00 in 

the even.ing. 

· Q ·who was present at that time at; your homz? 

A Mrs. Ahern, our t1:10 children» and With Sam was :Marilyn 

and their son, Chip. 

Q What did you do at your horr..e at that time? 

A We had a c uple of coch.'tails .. 

Q Then did you subsequently leave your home and go 

A Yes, we d1d .. 

Q And where did you BO? 

•I r. 
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A \ve went to tl~e Sheppard re sidence. 

Q Who went there? 

A The. respe ctive f~r.J.ilies .. 

Q The respective f'a'Td.lies vmre made up of.' whom? 
'. 

A Mrs. JL"'lern, our t\,IO childr~n, •. mrilyn., Sam, and their 

son Chip .. 

Q At what time ~proxi..~~tely did you a rrive at their 

home? 

A u bout 8:00 ~ : t~ink. 

Q Now, will yo'... tell ·che c u:r-·i;, ii' ·~rou lmow; and t :1e 

jury, wheth~r or not 'i;hii:> •;;as by virtue of so.r..e pr('.:-

arrangerr.3nt of so::n'3 sort? 

I don 't '.:.'"''3cz:ll S!,C c · f'ically. There was some thous t; 

... I recall~ t!:.3 ·:; 1·;0 r.:.::.ght e;o to r.10vie later L"1 the 

vening. 

I don ' 'c :;-c:;all if :::t vras pr.: - ' rx•.:J.nged or not •. 

Q go·111r:; to th~iP home by virtue of' smne pre - arrang':: . en'G? 

A Apparently ther-3 tins some :9r·c; - c:rrangement beti·:cen 

or something i n the oven 'lihat wa s in the process . of bGi.l".g 

cooked when she c ar.l~ up to our house:. 

Q I see . Yo · arrived at their home at about \'1P..a t 

time? 

A Around 8:00 . 
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arriving the r e to go ~:m~r place with relation to their 

home? 

A Well, we we:i.t C.own to the 'beech ,, I racall . 

Q Who was wi th you? 

A Sa.Yil. 

Q \·Jill you tell the Co1ll"t and jury what 1f any obscr-

vations you m.ade ,,1hcn you ..,·1ere down at the beach? 

A Well, S~un '·ms thinki'.'.'lg nbout the pccsibility o" 

water- ski ing the follm·rir:3 morrning~ 3;:-id the water waa 

a bit rou.zh, o~rl so we decided at '·hat ti.."!'.l.e i t \·1ould be too 

rou.zh f er> s:nooth skiir..g '·he folloNing mornir1g , if' it 

pursued . 

Nc\'I _, do you have a recollection, sir , as to how 

much or a beach thore v:· s on that occnsion? 

Q . Do you r ecall the vreatl>.zr conditions generally t.hnt 

evening '? 

A Pleasai.1t; but a bit cool .. 

Q Now., af'Ger you re"CU..:!."'~1ed fr•om the beach with Doctor 

Sam Sheppard, then '!;Jhere did ycu go? 

A Into the hcuse o 
. 

Q Did you have occesion to 50 to any p3rticular r oom 

or place in t he hou~e after you h~d returned? 

A I think t·!e Hent dmm to th~ basement • 

.. 
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;.Q..· Who went do·m to the basement? 

A Sam, O'Ul" t wo children , and Chip. 

Q What if anychi."lg occur•red while you were 1n the 

basement? 

A Sam showed us how 'co punch t h e punching bag that he 

had erected do'!frn ·chcrc scme time before. 

Q Will you descrj.be for the Cour'c and Jury if you can 

recall wl::.a'c t~1Jc of a'ctire Sam Sheppard was wearing that · 

evening? 

A Oh, he h ad on sor:i.e ligh'c slacks; I think light brown, 
; 

maybe with a light 'brm·m stripe, a jacket, and T- shirt, 

and some brm"'rn sneakers, I -Chinl-c •. 

Q Do you recall the j~ cke'c? 

A At this par·ticular> time? 

Q. Yes, sir>. 

A No,, other than I thinl-c it ·was one 'that was ciffel."ent 

than he wore ult:lr.:..:rccly later on iri. the evening, I thin..1.c a 

bit smaller, perhaps. 

Q I see. Then \·rill you tell us what transpired when 

you came up f'ro::n the basement portion of that home? 
; 

A Shortly t her·eaf''G r we ate. 

Q At about w~a.t time waa tha t? 

A Oh, around 9:00,, 9:30. 

Q And wherG did you eat? 

A. The Gidult::i ::itc on the porch ovcrloolcine the lake:, 

I 
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and the children ate i.11 the ·iutchene 

Q Will you 'i;c;ll u:::: how yo-..i were dressed when you ate 

out on the porch? 

A The only thinz I recall it uas a bit cool. I think 

both my wife got a jac!-cct or something for me,, and then 

Sam put on a jacl{et,, I know. 

Q Can you d~scri'bc '-:;he jl:lcl.;:·:;;t that Sam had on? 

A Corduroy, brown cor1.. uroy jacl~et 8 brown or tan that 

he had for so~~ ti..~e. 

(State 1 s Exhibit l was marked for identification 

by th2 r eporter.) 

MH o BAIL.r"1Y: We have no objectioi1 

to the receipt of this jacket in evidence • 

. Q Sir, I hnnd you \·1h~t for purposes of identification 

has been lJ'l.arked as State 1 s Exhibit 1, and aslc you to 

examine that and tell the .Court and ju.ry whether or not 

you can identify it? 

A This appears to be 'che same jacket. 

Q I see.. No1·1, \'Jhcn you say the srune jaclcet,, the same 

.jacket as what? 

A The same jacket that; he was i;;e3r1ng that eveningo 

Q I see. Now,, t·iill you tell the Court and jury:1 1·1r. 

Ahern> as be st you can recall, \\That you had for dinner 

., 
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,at the Shepperd hc~3 ttat evenin3? 

A I can recall h~r:1 1·1as nv.r;.'ber one,, and a ravoritc of 

Sam•s for dessert,, so:;nc type of berry pie . 

Q Wha t tim·~, if you rec~ll,, \·ran dinner concluded? 

A Around 10:00 or a little after. 

Q Ai'ter dinner was concluded then whnt did you do? 

A I took our t t-:o children ho~e. 

Q After you tool your "Ci·ro children ho:ne then wh~t did 

you do? 

A I rctur:i~d to the S.cppards in a few minutes. 

Q Tell u s in ycm" mm words t: el'l 1:1hat; you and Sa~ 

Sheppard and his \<Iifc, I"~rilyn, and your wife ,, Nancy Ahern, 

tlid? 

A We \·1ere all in the living roon, and there i·ias some 

flurrie Jcype t'lovie on ri..,,.v, and the Cleveland Indians i,1erc 

Sam and. ··I stc:.r'Gcd out liste::liP--8 to the ball g.sime,, 

I thi..Ylk I did ~ost of it~ and as I recall Sa~ ultirrately 

went to sleep on the couch during the ball game , and the 

girls cont~nuec1 to Nctch T"v o 

Q. l'rior to going into the living room and listc::li1:ig 

to the ba ll game m:d 1·mtchir.g television, did anyone, if 

you lmow, clean u.p af·cer the d1n.'1er? 

A Yea, Marilyn and ny wife. 
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to the dishes out en the porch? 

A I think they ucre nll carried in. 

Q What if' anything W3S done with i~egard to the door 

leading out on to the porch., if' you know? 

A I have no exac·i:; Y-.noNlcdg~ . 

Q. I see. Now, you had indicated that Doctor &un !'ell 

a sleep on the couc :? 

A Yes .. 

Q "w111 you tell us as best .)..-cu cen whe1"e that couch 

is located or i·ms located i."11 tha·c roo!Il? 

A .Well.; it wou..ld b-3 right next to where the steps 

lead up to the second floor. 

Q Will you describe to the Court und jury how D ctor 

Sam lay on that couch? 

A As I recall _p he w2s lying on his sto:mach for a while. 

He was watching 'I·v, I thinl<:, U.Yltil he lost interest .. 

Q Will· you dc:;ccr·· oe how he was dressed? 

A As I recall he mlS wearing this jacket, and the light 

·colored slacics, ?-shirt, and brou.n loafers .. 

Q Then, sir, Cid ttere come a t;ime when you lei't ·,the 

Sheppard household? 

A Yes. 

Q Approxirr.ntely wnat t~ was that, as best you can 

recall? 

A Sooei·1hcr~ bctm;en 12:15 und 12:30. 

. I 
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"Q At t he tim'3 thc.t ye· left,, iihera if' you know · i·ras 

Doctor Sam Shepyard? 

A He was still en the couch a:::leep . 

Q \·.'here was :.:2rilyn Sh0ppard? 

A Si'cting in a ch.;.~::!.:i."., She ar.d r:i.y wii'c had been 

Q Did ohe ece you ·bo the door? 

Q Nm·r, sir, if ;y·ot knm·1, will you tell the Court and 

jury what the conditicns v:er•e reGpecting lights being on 

or orr i.;"l that ho::ie et the time t:.st you l ef"li'? 

A Lights \·;ere c'.ef'initely one 

Q Now, ~,rou. 82Y the lights WGY'c definitely on. Hill y u 

lll')re fully descr•ib.J 1.·1~12'.:; lights ycu saw and 1.-i'here in that 

house? 

A Well,, th1::re 1•ras B'Cill a licht on in the living 

roon, , as i'IC i.'lalkcd out q 

There \'ms o~::::: en in ~che kitchen, and there may havz . 

been one on in S:2m1 s i:ri:;~dy, I 1m not sui"c • 

. Q Did you h~ve cccas:!.0:1,, Si:!.", to return to that r.om8 

some time on the l{.t;h of Jaly;' the :r.orning or the 1.t-th of 

July? 

A Yes,, \'IC did. 

Q. vr.nen. you say NG didp HhO do ~-ou have reference to? 
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A Mrs. Ahern and myeelf 4 

Q Approximately what tilr.o waa that? 

A Ferhaps 8:00. 

Q After returning at t: nt time where d1d you go 1n 

connection with the Sheppo. d residence? 

A I recall my wife and I went down part way on the steps 

to the lake, and before we got al~ the way down we were 

stopped by, as I recall, someone connected w1th the Bay 

Village Police Department . 

Q Did you ~ave an opportunity to make observations of 

the lake at that time? 

A Yes . 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what your obser-

vations were? 

A Well, the water was still rough, but not quite as 

rough aa it had been the previous eve?Ung . 

Q You i ndicated that you and your wi:f.'e had returned to 

the Sheppard household at about .8:00 1n the morning, is 

that correct? 

A About t hat 0 yes . 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what prompted you 

to return at that time in the morning? 

A At about 6:00 --

MR. BAILEY: I object to that. 

THE COURTt Overruled . 
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~ A At about 6~00 in the r.1ornine or perhaps a bit later 

we received a telepl;one call from Spen 1-!oul{_, then the 

Q If' you can i"'e~all,, what were the conditions with 

regard to warmth 't'Jhen you rctui .. ned to the inner portion 

or the house, that ia, you came in off the porch? 

A Well,,-. it was stil_ a bit cool inside the house . 

· ?·lR . CORRIG.l\N; You may inquire. 

: ' CROSS EXJl.1Ui\1.TION OP. DON A1IBR.l1 

~Y Mr. Bnilei[: 

Q ·Nr. f>."lern, hov1 long· had you krwwn the Sheppords 

before this visit? 

A Would you r.:;peat that, please? 

Q Yes. How lo:r..g h~d you kno'l'm the . Sheppards before 

July 4th, 1954? 

A Somewhere a'bou·c a ye.!lr and a half • 

. Q You say l ate :L.! the evening just prior to your 

departure you v·:ere listening to ·the .ball ga."ne? 

A. Yes. 

Q Between the Indians and t he \·lhi te Sox? 

A · I think so~ 

Q And the ladies wei"e \1a·i;ching a movie on televis ion? 

A Yee. 

Q The name of that movie was "Strange Holidny.11 11 w~s 
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A Yes.:1 1t was ·~ 

Q \~~en you concluded your observations or television 

and listening to the rcdio,, it wa s the holiday July 4th 

when you left, it 1'Ja.s nftcr midnight? 

A Yes., correct$ 

Q ·Did you have occaeicn to observe the Sheppardr>, 

Doctor Sem and i.!ar1l~'l1, i n the course of the evening, their 

conduct? 

A ·Yes. 

Q Is it f'air to s:s1y that they w0ra ccn13enial and 

affect.1onate throu.ehout '·he evening? 

A Certainly cc~ccni~l o 

Q Did you sec ~ny disputes? 

A No., no. 

That is allo Tharuc 

Tff...E COURTc. Anything further, 

. counselor .Corrigan? 

MH ,. CORRIGAN: No further questions, 

your l-Ionoro 

THE COURT: Thanlc you, Mr. Ahern; 

you are excused. 

Nny I see cott.11selors , please? 

(Thercupo .• cotmsol and the Court coni'crred at 

the Court 's bench out of the hcorins of the jw.-.y.) 


