
.·:· 
. ) 

!.Ir. Gersdorf, i:ill 

you please t 2-~·~e t:;~ '!;:i'.:nzs:. c hair, please? 

member of th~ ?respect i ve jury panel, having 

been pre 1iously m·ior~1, 't!~s cxo.:'.'.'.l ined and testi-

f ied C·~ •• voi r di:re , as :follm:rn : 

T1ffi CO~?.T ~ Qood morning. Is i t 

!-1r. Gersdo:cf? 

That's right .. 

~!r. aersdorf, you 

spell · your ne!I:1e G-e-r-s-d-0-1·-f? 

~.:R. G:'.:8s:)OF.F: 

?t r . G.arsdo:-tf, the 

lawyers i n t:1~ ccu:i.··trcom ·will be asking you sor;.e 

queetions r elo.t i v.= t o the prospects of you being 

a ju.ror in this case ~ 

1'!c -:.·1 , in ans"t·Je:".'ing t hes:;; questions> 

!'!r . G·ersdc!f, ycu 1:J ill r er!!er.::ber th.at you are 

under ?atl: ; ~i ill you do that, sir? 

.Yes, I will.. 

TH:z COU3T: P. .. nd else, will you 

pleuse k ee? you. voice at such a point so that 

each pers on seat~d in the courtroom can hear 

ycur an~r1·: -z:::.· ;: to t hc!3c q_ues t i cns? 
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Yes, sir, I ~ill. 

Tha."lk. you, sir~ 

Q i,rr. C:e:r sdc;.~::r ,, '\·J i l l you s t a te your full n~e; plcuse?f. 
t 

A l-1y n~me is 'I::-.eo;::1o!'G Joh .. "'l G-~rscorf'. 

Where do yc u li"iJ& ~ si:t? 

Q W!.:c.t ccm.rnr.i.ty is that loca t e d in? 

A Parma. 

Q, Hhel".e ' i d you lill'e prior to living at that a.dd r e :rn? 

A On the en.st side :i Ez-.s t 65th . 

Q Hc1·1 long <l :.c1 you li-ve on East 65th Street? 

A About s~ x years . 

Q Are you nativ.:; to , Cl evcl n.nd? 

A Yes. 

Q. ifuat pa _·t c:' C .::·.~elc.nd are you nati .. ye to? 

A The west s i ds. 

Q. Did you a:ttC:Yid t he Cleveland School Syste:n? 

A Yes, I did . 

Q W!1a t .sc hools did ·you attend in ClevGland? 
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A Sc_·~mton B~hccl ::.;1 .: Lil~c oln High. 

Q Ho:-J old a1'i;; you.:; s:!.: '? 

A Fif'ty- s iA. 

Q. What is ycu1· c;;cu:pc:..ticn? 

A I am ~ paper h~~dler . 

Q Axe you married? 

A Divo:rcc::1. 

Q. Do you ho.1c a fc::i~ily? 

A Tt-:o c hita:..·en. 0:1e se ·-.:mte~n ,, and one twenty-t\:o . 

A Ne, she is ~~r~ied. 

Q. A girl? 

A A girl. 

A Marisano . ·.1 ·_1. 

Q, Where doE:s i=:h.:; live? 

A Well, they jui:;t boueht a new hcr.1e . · 

Q. In i:Jhat city? 

A Well,, l et's s ec. It is out in Parma I!eights. 

Q Wh::i.t doE:; s her husband do? 

Q Does he ' 01·!~ :;ith you? 

A liot· e~:;:,c tl,/. H..: ccula i:·1oi-k id th me . 
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Q You have ~·1ork.:;c. en occc.sicn togethe1·, · I t ake it? 

A Hot yet,, !."!O. 

Q . . Are ycu a p~p~~ ha...~g~r ro~ yourself? 

A Paper handler. 

Q A paper h~~dler. 

A Yee, sir. 

Q. What :!. .s a 1;c.p-31' handler? . 

A A pape:r hanc.1101~ 1;crks for tha newspapers , handles 

paper, · news].)rint. · 

Q · 'l'hcse big :rolls of' p.:i.pe r t he:t we see on the trucks ? 

A YesQ · 

Q E'.ow l cn,g; have you been in tha t busi....-1ess , sir? 

Q. Do ycu ~·m:r:;;. uith a particular newsp~per ~ compa.ny or a 

paper handling cor:1pc.ny? 

of them one tine · 01· e,ncther· . 

A I am ~·Jith Art G;.·a~.rure on Superior Avenue. 

Q That is a.f:' .:.lio:ted ::i.n so:'.!!.~ manner o!" other with the 

Forest City Publish ins; Cor.::pru.'!.y , tJhich is the Plain Dealer , 

is that corr~ct? 

A Yes, it iD . 



Q. And how lon3 1-..:.'.:•J'c J OU been i,1ith t hem'? 
\ 

A Twzn:ty-one ycri:::•s . 

Q Hith whu..t n0::~spapc:i.' co:.1pany is you? son-in-le.lJ? 

A · Abcut t';·JO ye22sp I believe . 

Q. Hore s p.sc i fic:.2lly., ~;hu.t is the duty of a. paper h:::'lcLc r, 

do you put t h i s on the 2l.~ess or roll it of:f the truck., or 

i:i'b...at? 

A A paper han::!ler brings in th& papc::r , prep2.res th2 

paper :for t r.e p:.. .. c::>s.:i C:..'1.d he has odd jobs to do beside that. 

Q' Any membc·" of :ii~ou~ i\ .. :::J.ily a mmabar of a law enforce::-., 

men·!; agency, ·polico officer or deputy shGriff'? 

Q Federa l offir;e::..~ of' any scrti 

Q Do you h1:1ve e..:nong any of your friends or acquaintanc E s 

members of l aw enfo~cemcnt asencies? 

A Not that I kno·~J of o 

Q, Have you ev·::;:-:- been a i'litness or a victim in any 

c:rimina l. c ase? 

A Once, I guess . 

Q. Hc1·1 long ago W9..S that? 

A l!hen I got my d i\l'orce • ,:..._ r -:- \. ~.L,";, 
:· ...... i . · .... 

Q, It \'ms i.i.1 the aivc:rce action? 

f, 
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A Yes .? si::'. 

Q Well, · th2..t is ::-io·i:; a crir.'!inc.l watter , but you 1·1ere u 

witnesn in· tha'i.: divm.·cc action? 

A Yes·. 

A Seven ycarz 2 •. :;·:> . 

Q Is there a2"~lt •. i:1~ about ycur eXp 1.;;rience in thc.t liti-

eation that woulG. c:.use ;:rou not to be a fair o.nd ircpartie.l 

juror in t his c~c~, i~ you are selected to sit ac a ju~cr? 

A I don't belie·3 so. 

Q Do you rec2..ll the name of th.::: judge that was involved 

in that matter? 

A .:;uage S't·1eeney . 

Q, Hm·z, a.s.:.<le o.nd <:::..pe,rt fro 11 that litigation, h:1ve you 

ever been im1ol ·ed in ru1y other l itigation as a 't'iitness or 

as a victim? 

Q ¥..2.Ve you. ev8=..4 scrv.:;;d ~s a juror before? 

A No, sir. 

Q Do you knou 1·?he:·z Be.y ViG\'l liospital ·is located? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Will ~rou tell u::: how you come to lmo·w t11here it i s 

locatec1? 

A Well, I mQde quit"' a f~'\!l t:ci_Js to Avon Lake. I md a 

brother livin8 u9 thara. 



.. Q · In the course of na.l:.:.ng the ·!;rips to Avon Luke, you 

have ccme to kno:.i 1·1hero P:J.y - ?1a~·1 Hospital is? 

· A . Yes. 

· Q . Have you had discu~sions about Bay View Hos9it::i.l with 

anyone? 

A Ye::;, sir. 

Q Just yes or r.o~ 

A Yes, s il". 

Q Going bacl<:. to 195L~, did ycu • ~;re occasion to re3..d in 

the newspape?s e.bout the case of the State of Ohio v rsus 

San Sheppard? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. l<faat payers did you . read about that case? 

A Well, th8 Cl0vela:;:1d !~e·:1s, Clevel and Plain De~le::.~, 

c:..nd the Press . 

Q. And did you follow i·c quite · c losely and extensiv.;;ly? 

Q Beg pa~don? 

A I couldn't help it, because as I say, t1e 1<Jere printi.i.'1,g 

. the papers there. 

Q Did you re~d ~bcut it in t he maga zines, yes o~ no? 

A ·r may hav-2. 

Q Did you rcn.d a~y books in connection with it? 

A Iio bocks. 

Did you hcc..:- .:-.bout it en the rad io? v • 
'. 
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A sir. 

Q. Did you hea~ e.!)cu t i ·c oz- eee it on television? 

On telev5.sion_, just. J..c..tely.) y:=s-. 

Q. Did you discu;:::.::; tliis c ,;.se \'Jith yom.1 felloi~ e::1ployecs 

or members of you? fa.~ily or e_ycne? 

A Yes, si::..·. 

Q .And L1 the cou~· ;:: 3 of those dii:icus~i6ns,, did sol:le pcopl 8 

express opinio~s to you? 

A Yes, Si:!:.". 

Q Did you in tm.'n e:-:91·ess opinions to them? 

A Yes, I die. 

Q I take it t~:c:n 3 f'ro. h<::Wing expressed an opinion, you 

at so~e tir:le er anot her fixed an opL~ion in your mind, is 

A I believe so. 

Q, Do you have an opinion tod~y, yes or no? 

A Yes. 

Q, Is the cp:L"1ion such that you have you would be una1.Jle 

to put that opinion out of . you~ uind? 

A Yes. 

Q. If' Ju · [£.G ?alty :.-;ere to instruct you that if selected 

as a juror, you "tiould concern solely with the e i-i denca that 

'\'lOUld come fo_ th L this courtroom, and put out cf your 

mind . anything else t .. ~t you may have learned about this, 

and pz-edica.te you:i..~ ju _sn:3nt · .'.)olely on ~·1hat you hear in this 
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courtrocn_, ~·:ould you · 0 i;:i.~le to follo '1 that instruction, 

nct1:1ithstanding t~c i'act th~t you . ha.ve E:.21 opinion- 01~ ha.d a n 

opinion in the p.'.1st? ' ~ j ': 
. ,,. .. Ir• 

A I don't believa I ·1oul d . 

Q In other t·:ord c.., si:· _, I U!'l.d c :i.·stand that the opinio~• 

you ha.ve 't·1ould i::lf~ucnce your jud&:ment in this matter new, 

is that right? 

A Yes!) sir·. 

May I challenge 

for cause, ycu~ £onor? 

Join t he challe~ge , 

l·Jith th~ obser,ration r.iade as t o the other similar 

jurcrs. 

TEE cour:T : The joint challenge 

for cause i ::> g:ca1_-:;i:;:d . 

l-!r. C-.ersd m.•f, each of us he::r.·e participating 

of this pc..:1el, wi ch to tl:.an.· you for giving up 

your time in· this past ·1:i e e ( and willing to come 

fo~-m.rd a s a j uror c alle d in 'this case , but before 

e:.ccusing you , !'lo-: 1eve~, t he Court has a further 

duty to i nst ?uct y ou, end I knew you 't'Jill follo~·1 

these ins t ructicns very ca~efulJy, and thet as 

you have indic2.t ::!d you have c..:. . opinion no·w with 

respect to t hic c .se . 



J 

Tr..8 Court L .strt:ct s you,, Hr. C-crsdor:f ., 

thet ' you c..re forbidd::m to express that opinion 

E:VGn to a m-::r::t.or of your fc..mily; · do you under­

stand t r1.at , sir? 

MB - QERSDOP.F : Yes ., sir. 

TKE C Ou.RT: . A"ld you are fu rthe:. 
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instructed. tho.t you ::>hall not pc.rticipate in t.1.y 

discussions ~::it. .:-.nyo~2 , or permit e..nyone C-SG to 

discuss this c c..::;G 1'1ith you o:: t'1c merits cf this 

case; do ~'cu u~(;erstand ·t ·hG.t? 

TIIE c·:::mT: Ana· you a:re to 

follcw tl:.,~cc o::.·ccrs, sir , until such tine as a 

jury has i·otU:!'~'Wd its 7erdict,, and you are cer to.i:J. 

tha t the:r8 i ::!l.et the sliehtest doubt in ycur mind:.i 

a.J1d th'2t you a1·e cert=in that a jury has r eturne ' 

its verdict ~8re in open court; do you understo.:..~d 

tf!2t? 

I de. 

T!B COURT: Thank. ycu, ?/Jr • 

C-ersdorf,, e..nd you a:ce hereby excused . 

Thank you . 

TES COURT: Gen '·lemen, it is 

just a couple of ninuteo bei'ore t1:1elve o'clock. 

Hill Mr . Pc.trick or Mr. Reed get th~ 
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balanc e of the panel and m;; i' ill recess for 

lunch. 

You l~di~s and gent l emen at t he 

back of the room may leave if you desire 

while al·:aiting the call of the pa nel . 

(Thereupon the balance of' the j ury panel wa3 

brought i nto the courtroom.) 

THE COUR'r: L~dies a nd gent lemen 

of t he prospective :panel , iJC have reached t he 

luncheon recc2s hour . 

B0f0Te excus i ng you for lunch, the 

Court l:Iishes ~gain t o i nstr uc t y.uu tha t you 

shall not di:::cuss even anongs t yourse l ves what 

lit tle you h ..... ve heard or know about this C ?-SC. ~· 

You shall not permit anyone else to 

discuss it 't'Jith you, nor shall you pe rmit 

yourselvos to overhear anything t hat relates 

to t his case, by any means or ned i a of co:mmuni-

cation, and tear in mir~d in detail t he ins t r uc tions 

t hat I hav2 given you 1·1ith respect to radio, 

television, and print ed mat;eri a l . 

To you ladies and gentlemen in t he 

back of the oom of t he prospective panel, be 

assured that each of ·us participa ting in this 
\ 

\ 

proccodi!12 .'.ll'G av~are that even though you sit 

I 



a.."'1.d ·u.'.1.it.., ·::h::.-: you o.lso s.::rv;; , and we ~dll now 

have our lur~ch~on rec~sz o. 

(Thereupon an adjou:!:'nment uas taken to 1:30 Pem., 

Friday, Octcter 28, 1966, at 't'lhich t ime the 

:follo ·1ing r;:coceed.ine;s were had: ) 

821 


