THE BAILIFF: Mrs. Vernon, if

~you will be kind enocugh to take the witnes

box, please.

THEZRTUZON,. JOSEPHINE R. VERNON, 2
menmber of the prospective jury panel, having
been previcusly sworn, was examined and testi-
fied on volr dire, as followss.

TS COURT: Gocd morning,
Hrs.-?erncn...

RS, VERNON:

Gocd norning.
Tio, COURT: Just please

relax and be at case, and if you want to set

]

your purse doun alongside the witness chair .
there, fine. Is that tco much on your back
nou?

MRS, VERNON: Yo, not yet.

THE CCURT: All right. IT
it gets to be too cold for you, we can close‘
that windou.

Mr=s. Vernon, you will remember
that you arc under ocath iﬁ ﬁhis matter. " You

were sworn and you are under ocath. ' Youycr

understand that, do yocu not?
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TEE COURT: You will hawve to

keep your voice up loudly enough so that each
person in thls rcom can hear you.

I». Romito who sits here nmust record
everything that you say, so you cannot nod

your. head by way of response. You will have

to spead audibly so that he and ezch of the
rest of us in this room can hear you.

Would you do that, please?

MRS, VERNOXNS I will,
TER

COURT: Thank ycu.

Counselor Corrigan?

VOIR DIRE EXZAMITATION OF JOSEPHINE R, VERNON

By Mr. Corrizans

—T"

Will you state your name, please, for the record?

————

Josephine Vernon.

e

Is that Vee~r-n-oc-n?
Right.
Is that Miss or Mrs.? . . \
Yhere do you live, Mrs. Vernon?

In Varrensville Heights.

o .o e PP PP

¥What is your address?
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19302 Harvard Road.

How long have you lived at that address?
Seventeen years.

Do you have a family, Mrs. Vernon?

Yes, I do.

How many children and what are thelr ages?

Two children, a boy seventeen and a girl tuelve.
Are you euployed cther than as & hcusewife?

No, I am not.
What type of employment does Mr, Vernon have?

He is a Regional Merchandise Manager for George M.

Stevenson Company.

Q

What type of business does the George M. Stevenson

Company engzage in?

T g . e P

A They are manufacturers and distributors of cupolas.
Q Manufacturers and distributors of what?
A: Cupoclas. %
Q  Of what? ‘
A The little housing that goes on houses with weather- I
vanes.
Q Cupolas?
A Right.
Q Where is the George M. Stevenson Company located?
A It 1s in Cleveland, in the Industrial Parkuway.
Q Is that on the West side off of Puritas Road?
f J
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Yes.

How lonz has Mr. Vernon been so employed?

One year.

o » o >

hat type of business was he engaged in prior to
working for the Ceorge M. Stefenscn Conmpany?

He worked for Sach and Door as a salesman.

What was the naxne of that company?

Whitnoor Jackseon, Iron City. They merged.

How long uas he employed with that company?

> o > o

It is very ccmplicated. He was with Whitmoor;
Jackson for thirteen years, and Iron City, and then they
merged.-'

Q If you will, Mrs. Vernon, if.you.will talk tc the
people in the back of the courtroom, then all of us will
be able to hear you.

A It was a cembination of abhout thirteen years.

Q You were living at your present add?éss in 1954, is
that correct?

A . Yes, sir,

Q May I ask how long you have been married, Mrs.
Verncn?

A Tuenty-three years. _

Q Calling yocur attention to 1954, at that time did

you have occasion to read in the newspapers or magazines

any matter relatinz to the Sheppard case?

P e e

———




A Yes, I did.

Q What nsuepapers did you have occasion to read the

artleles relating to thls case?

A I belleve at the tine we tcok the Cleveland Press.
o Did you follew the articles quite closely?

A X would say that I read prcbably a good portion of
~then.

Q Now, asz a result of reading tha_articles in the

paper, did you arrive at any conclusion cor any opinion as
to the guilt or the innocence of the defendant Sam Sheppar
A No, I did nct.

Q - Did'you have occasicn te see anything cn television

or hear anything on radio in connectleon with this case?

A You mean in 15542
Q Yes.
A Not regularly, I am sure, because I am not a regulay

listener. I would assune I did on television. I dont't

recall anything specifically.

Q. . Keep your voice up.

A Ahything specific,

Q How about since 1954,Ihave you had occasion to read

caything in the nesuwspaper or sce anything on the televisig
about this case?

A Yes.

Q Have you szen many items or articles?

-2

’
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A No, not as nuch as fhis tine.
Q- Those that you have seen, have you studied them and
foilcwed them quite closely?

A No, I have not,

Q As a result of what you have read recently, have
you formulated an opinlion, any fixed cpinion?

_A No, I have not.

Q Have ycu ever expressed, have you ever discussed

this case with anycna?

A I think it was under discussion quite frequently.
_Q : Now, at the time you discussed it, did you give

your viéwpcints a3 to wvhat you thought about it?

A As far as innocence or guilt, no.
Q Did you hear others express thelr vieus?
A Yes.
. Q As a result of those expressions, did you formulate
aﬁ& opinion?
A No.
Q Did you discuss this at great length with any number

of people?

A No, I would say not.

Q With refercnce to the last year, did ycu have
occasion to discuss it with anyone during the course of

the last year?
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‘case, and as far as the law is concerned, he will tell you

Q With how many pecpl

&?

A

A I couldn®t say. I weuld say that it would be Just 2
general Qonversation in a bridge group or something like thay
I certainly heard of the discussicn.

Q Do you know anybody associated with the Prosccufing
Attorney's Office?

A ' No, I do not.

Q Or anybody asscciated with the defense of this case,
the defendant San Sheppard, Hr, Russell Sherman, Mr. Lee
Bailey?

A Iﬂb, I do not.

Q Mrs.‘vErnon, if you are selected as a Jurcr in this
case, his Honcr Judsze Talty will instfuct you that as a
Juror, it will be your function to determine and it will be

the scle functicn of the Jury to determine the facts of this

what the law is, and 2ali of us have an idea or concept of
what the law is or what 1t should be.

~If you have such an idea, will you be able to put that
cut of your nind and accept the law as Judge Talty shalliteﬂl
you the law toc be?

A Yes, ‘I do.

Q There uill be various witnesses that will appear, and’:

R S

#~

it will be the function cf the Jury to listen to these :

witnesses and to evaluate them as to thelr bellevability,




and it will be their functican to employ everyday cormmon

‘senge in de?erﬁining unether to believe 2ll or a part or
none of the testlimeony of a particular witness; will you do
that if Judge Talty instructs you that that is your functic
A Tc the best of my abillty.

Q Judge Talty will alsoc instruct you that the scle
Tunction of the Jury in determining what the facts are, aré

for the purpose of arriving at a conclusicn that ths defend-

ant is guilty or nct guilty, end that any penalty, if there
is any, or any punlshment, is not to be the cencern of the
Jury_at 2ll, if Judge Talty tells you that will you accept
that instruction?

A Yes, I would.

Q Mrs. Verncn, have you or any member of ycur family
ever been involved in a criminal matter as a victim or as

a juror or as a witness?

A Yo . '
Q Have you read any books dealing with the Sheppard i
. case?
A No, I have not.
“Q Do you know of any reason, Mrs. Vernon; if you are:

A

.

gelected as a juror why you could not be fair and impartialj

to both the defendant Sam Sheﬁpard and the State of Ohile?

A Wo, I do not.

qQ May I ask what your maiden name vas?

-J




Rife, Rei-f-z.

Re~i-fwe?

Yes.

Are you a native Clevelander?

Yes, I an.

D o P B b

Generally, what vicinlty of Greater Cleveland was the

=

area in which you lived as a ycuang lady?

A Shaker Heights.

Q As a younger lady, I should say.

A You were right the first time. Shaker Heights.

Q D1d you attend school in the Shaker Heights School
systen? 4

A Yes, I uwent through the entire systenm.

Q You finished at Shaker Heights High School, I take it?
A Yes, I did. ' |

Q What year was that?

A . In 1941, I greduated.

Q Did you knou Marilyn Sheppard, her maiden name wes

- Marilyn Reese?

A No, I did not.

Q Did you knouw any member of the Sheppard family?

A ﬁo, I did nct. |

Q Did you cver have any ecnnection or anything to do
with the Bay View Hospital in Bay Village, Ohio?

A o, sir.
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FQ Mrs. Yerncn, a police officer or

other governmental

official may testify in this matter, and the fact that such

a witness would be a police officer or a governmental

official, would that fact solely cause you to glve greater

belicvability to his testinmeony than scmebedy elsets?

PGS AAY

A I think it would,
Q So that just because a man is & policeman, or Jjust

because a men iz a County Coroner of Cuy&hogaICOunty, that
fact alcne would cause you to believe him in preference to
scnebedy else, is that correct?
A If he were testifying in en official capacity, I
mean;_Jusfltha fact that he was a policeman: Itddn't think
it would, but if he were tastifying as a policeman, I think
t weuld.
Q You think if would. If Judge Tally would instruct
you that it was your function to give equal welght to thg
testimony of all individuals regardless of what their
occupation is or what their capacity is, would ycu be able
to follow that instructicn?

A I believe I would.

Q Would you be able to follow that instruction despite i

the fact that you indicated to me a moment ago that Just

‘because scmebody was 2 policeman testifying in his officiall

capacity, that you would tend to belleve him more so than

comebedy elge?

S -
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A If T was told not to believe it by the Judge, I would

Q So if I understand you correctly, then, if Judge
- Palty were to instruct you that the position of a man,

his official capacity, should not enter into your determiné\i\

most certainly -- I feel that I would put nyself to follow

instructions.
Now, if the Judge said that bescause he was a policeman

I sghould not belisve what he -said, I would try certainly to

velgh what was said and not be judged by the job that he

held.

Q In our comaon everyday experience, if we think aboui

it, a policeran is no more infallible than somebody else,

a commen crdinary citizen, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And a dochor is no more or less infallible than a

common ordinary citlzen? .

A Right.

Q And a lawyer is no more infallible than a coumen

crdinery citizen?

A . Rignt.

¥

ation 23 to whether or not yocu are going to give him
greater or less credibllity or believability, you will
follow that instruction, is that correct?

A I would certainly trye.

MR. CORRIGAIN: oss for cause,

et fr ooty r A o heE
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your Honor,
THE COURT: Counseloxr Bailey

or Sherman?

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION COF JOSEPEINE R. VERNCN
By Mr., Bailey:

Q Mrs, Verncn, ara you still a subscriber tc the

Cleveland Preoccz?

A No, we arzs notb.
Q When did you tecrminate your subscription?
A Oh, somz time during the summer, three or four nmonthg

I would say.

Q This yesar?
A Yes.
Q So that ycu were teking the Cleveland Press regularlﬁ

last January?
A Yes.

Q Do you recall whether or not last January you read
scmething about this cese in a series of articles?

A No, I d4id not.

~

Q Now, back in 1954, you followed the news accounts

that appeared in the Cleveland Press fairly closely, is
that ccrrect?

A Yes. |

Q I toke it in that newspaper you read & gocd deal of

WP Sy e AR
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-~

infermation about the cacsea?

Yes.

Now, do you recall that it was claimed that a2 woman
Marilyn Sheppard had been killed?

Yes. : A |

And that her husband was a doctor?

Yes.

nd that they lived in Bay Village?

(27
ct
»
cr
]

e uas supposed to have been in the house

at the time?

A
Q

about

reade.

Yeé.

‘Do you recall any additicnal details or information

fhe case?
I have a horrible nemory Lor things that I have
ILet's seec, they have a son --
Yes.

IR. CORRIGAN: ObJjection, your
Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained, Counselor.
Complete the question, Counselor.

thn the Court sustains an objecticn,
ﬁrs. Vernon, then you will please not answer
or you willlcease your answer if you are in

the nidst of

L
LUe

|
(f

Sy . -y

'

e e e .
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MRS, VERNON: Thank you.
MR, BATLEY: If it please the
Court, the answer was not responsive and I ask

that it be stricken. Thequestion should be

- answered yes or no. I would like to put it

for that purpose.

Q. Just do you recall some information about the casze?
" A Yes.
Q Now, yocu have %0ld us that you at no time during the

past twelve years and from the day of the incident itself,
July of 1954, have ever formulated any opinion?

A No.

Q Have you ever had cccasion, Mrs. Vernon, to express
an opinion cne way or the other to anyone?

A I would say no definite opinion. I'm sure I have
talked along with 2 1lct of people at that time.

Q Well, many of thenm would give you their opinion of
Doctor Sam's guilt or innocence?

A, Yes.

Q Would you say a majority of the people who talked aboudy
the case had scme feeling about it one way or another which
they expressed to you?

A I would say a lot of people do.

Q Did any cf them ever say what do you think about that,

what do you think about the case?




o1k

g0t

A I don't recall anyone specifically saying it. I would

imagine they havsz.
Q - Do you recall whether or not if 'such a question vere

put to you, you ansuered it?

A I would assume that I didn't because I don't —-
Q Have you had scme talk with Mr. Vernon about the case

fron time to tima?
A Oh, not == I donl!t remember about tuelve years ago;

and not recently.

Q Has he ever expressed an opinion that you can recall?
A No.:
Q Weould you say that your discussions with him, such as

they may be, you never reached a conclusion:one way or the

cther on the issue of guilt or innccence?

A No.

Q Do you recall whether or not in 1954 in the Cleveland
Preéa, you read scme editorials?

A I don't recall. I doubt it.

Q@ . In other words, if you read them, you have no present
recollection of what they said or what they yere pushing foz?
A That is right.

Q Mrs. Vernon, are you conscicus of ever having félt

one way or the other as to the question of whether or not
Doctor Sheppard wac dcing the proper thing, and being

cooperative, and so forth, in the ccurse of the

L
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investigaticn and trial, did you ever form an opinion in

that regard?

iA
Q
A

I would -~ yes, I think.
You did?

Yes.

MR, BAILEY: May we approach

ths bench?

(Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred =t

the Court's bench, out of the hearing of the

- Jury panel, as follouws:)

MR. BATLEY: - Your -Honor, in

' deference to your ruling yesterday, I won't

ask in open court what that opinion was or
is, but I certainly want it on the record
she says che did form an cpinion.

1R, CCRRICAN: I object to the
question. Let us assume you ask the question,
and she says, "In my opinion he was most
cooperative.” Then where do you go from there?

MR, BAILEY: That is fine with
me.

ME. CORRIGAN: On the o;her hand,
if the opinion was that he was not cooperative,
then of coursszs, you would challenge for cause.

MR, BAIIZV: Right.
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=

THE COURT: Gentlemen =-

I:R . Cf\ﬂ‘-j‘{"_‘"\‘.‘u‘ -

CRRICGAN But you have got
to go one step further.

TIoZ CCURT: Gentlenen, let's
wind it up here.

Counselor, do not pursue this line
of inquiry any further with respect to what
cpinlon she nay have reached.

Please purzue ancther line of
questicning,

(Thereupon proceedings were resumed within the
hearing of the Jury panel, as follouwss)

By Mr., Bailey:

Q From your reading of

Q . Mrs. Verncn, from your reading of this case which I

understand is principally from nzuspapers or other sources
such as books and magazines -=- is that true?

A ' Yes.,

ot

his case, do you have any
recollection of what:the evidence was in the case that was

talked about or written abhout?

A No, I don't remember anything about the evidence at
all.
Q Are you conscious of having had back in 1954, a

feeling about the defendant perscnally and his cause, that

is to say, were you sympathetic or unsympathetic, did you

R, SE —
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have such a feeling?

A

I think feelings like this can run hot and colg,

mean, 1t cculd be --

MR. SEELIACY: I'm going to
object, Judge, to the form of the question,

THE COURT: Overruled.

Proceed.
I think -- could I --

THE COURT: Do you understand
the question?

MRS, VERNON: Could I have it
repeated?

THE COURT: Surely. Mr,
Reporter, would you be kind enough to read
the question.
(Last question was read by the reporter.)

THE COURT: Objection is

sustained.

‘Well, as I -- it was sustained?

THE COURT: The cbjection
was sustalned. If there is any doubt Just.
lock to the Court and we will be'happy to
keep you posted.

b Yuw
iy

MR. BAIIEY: Again, your

Honor, I “opk that the answer be stricken.
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Q

saylng what they were; I ask you whether you were consciou

- back then or whether you recollect having had any syapathy

It was not responsive. It called for yes or
no, and I belicve I should be entitled to a

yes or no.

THE COURT: - The answer as

"1t now stands 1s not responsive. It is ordered

stricken and you may put the question,

Counselor.

Just tell us whather you had such feelings without

or antipathy for Dccter Sheppard?

L
Q

A

Yes, I recall.
You did have such feeling?
Yes.
MR, CCRRIGAIN: May I approach
the bench, please?

TEEZ COURT: Yes.

" (Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred at

the Court’s bench out of the hearing of the
Jury penel, as follous:)

MR, CORRIGAMN: May I ask the
reporter to read the last statement made by
defense counsel after she had answered the
questicn.

=

= COURT: Please read it.

-~
-
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(Record was rsad by the reporter.)
MR. BAILEY Again, I agsume
that your Honcr is instructing me not to ask

uhat they uere.

-

THE COURT: Yes.
MR. BAILEY: And I wish to

note ny objection.
THE COURT: Yes. And you are
precluded from asking that question, Counselor.
MR. BATILEY: I understand.
(Thereupon proceedings were resumed within the

hearing of the jury panel, as follous:)

THE COURT: Please proceed,
Counselor.
_By Mr. Bailey:
Q Mrs. Vernon, I gather that before and during the

original trial itzelf, friends and assoclates or in whose
company you happened tc be would have opinions to offer

| on the matter?

A I am scrry, 1 didn't understand you.

Q I say, I gather that before and during the original
trial when 21l of these proceedings were front page néus,
back in 1954, that you were expesed to all kind of opinion
- from friends and neighbors, and so forth?

A Yes.

[4]
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Q And after the trial, from 1554 on right up until the

present time, has there been a continuation of this stream

of opinion that you have been exposed to, will you tell us
that? i

A ot as nmuch so certainly recently as probably at

that time, I mean, in '54.

Q Mrs, Verncn, de you feel under any pressure in this

. respect, that is, do you feecl that your community or peopl

that you would be asscciating with again after this case
is over, 1f ycu sit on this case as a Juror, are expecting
some given result and vuould be critical of you if you
didn't conform your votie as a juror to what this community

may be expecting according to the opinions they have

expressed?
1R. CORRIGAN: Objection.
TiE COURT: Sustained.
Q_‘ Do you feesl that any of the talk that you have heard

or awareness ycu may have of the community'é cpinicn,
would in any way inhibit your ability to be a fair and
impartial jurcr? '

A No.

Q Mrs., Verncn, do you presume the defendant Doctor
Sheppard to be innocent?

A No.

¥R, BAILEY: Challenge for

L0
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MR, CORRICGAN: May vie apprcach
the bench, plcase?

(Thereupon Court and counssl conferred at the
Court’s bench out of the hearing of the jury
panel, as follous:)

MR. CORRIGAN: The proper question
that should have been asked is if the Court
instructs you that he is afforded the presumptiocn
of inncecence, will you afford that to him?

MR. BATLEY: You may think
' .that.

MR, CORRICGAN: We do not expsct
that & Jjuror knous what the law is. ¥We cannot
expect that a Juror knows that they have to
presume conebody innocent. We cannot expect
that a juror knows that we have to prove a
case beyond a reasonable doubt.,

e cannct expect that a juror knous
that a defendant has a right not to take the
stand, unless we first preface the question
with, "If the Judge instructs you that this is
the lauw."” b
MR, BﬁILEY:. That may be your

position, Mr. Corrigan. You didn't object to
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the question, and it is a proper question.

¥R, CORRIGAN: I agree, I did
not object.

¥MR. BAILEY: But I am not
suggesting a precedural default., I think
the questicn is proper and relevant.

I think the ansuer disqualifies
this woman and she should be removed from
the panel.

IT you wish to keep her on, we
are going to wind with a defective record
again.

. MR, CORRICAN: I think in this
instance, your Honor, because we failed to
objeet and because the question came out aﬁd
the ansuer cane out, that the challenge should
be granted.

RIS | Yes. Let the
record show that the Court is going to grant
this challenge for cause, and excuse Mrs.
Vernon.

Heuever, the Court instructs both
Counselors that in questioning further pros-
pective members of this panel, in this area,

that the Councelors preface thelr guesticon

- TR ORI TR Y e e T e e




223

by asking the prospective menber of the panel
that if the Ccurt were to instruct them that
‘the defendant iz presumed to be innocent, as
he now sits in Court, whsther or not the
prospective mecmber of the panel will follow
that instruction, and all Counselors are
forbidden to put the question in its naked
form frem here on in, as to whether or not
the prospective member of the panel presunes
the defendant to be innccent.

Do all of you gentlemen understand

that?
MR. CORRICGAN: Yes, sir.
MR. BAILEY: I understand,

but I objeet to that Instruction. i have
a2lready objected to the former instruction,
the Court has so limited Counsel in this

voir dire examination, that I consider it

as an attorney impossible to satisfactorily
tell vhether or not a juror has a deep-seated
opinicn, and I cannot adequately protect
Doctor Shepperd against those who have such
opinicns, because I cannot discovef them
under thz very limiting rules.

Furthernore, I move for a challenge




to the entire array that has been seated here
-and listened to this woman tell that she does
not presunme this defendant innccent.

I think they have been tainted in
this process, and I once again move that the
selected jJjurcrs do not.listen to the voir dire.

' TET COURT: " Let the record
show that ths Court is granting_this challenge
for the reason that the State of Ohic did not
enter a timely cbjection, and that the motion
éhallenging the array is overruled, and
Coungelors will bear in mind ahd strictly
observe the Court’s instructions here with
respect to putting this question which resulted
in, which is going to result now in Mrs. Vernon
being excused, from putting that same question
in its naked form to any other prespective
member of this panel.

Do we understand each other, gentle-

men?
MR, CORRIGAN: Yes.
MR. BAIILEY: - Yes.

(Thersupon proccedings were resumed within the
hearing of the jury panel as follous:)

TiE COURT: Mrs., Vernon,

—r
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the Court wishes to cocmmend you for your willing-
ness to serve in this matter, and for the time
that you have spent with us in the past two

days.

Y
Th

J

[{

Court is geing to grant the
challenge for cause, which has been entered
in this case, and you are hereby excused.

Before returning to your Jjury
assigament room for further assigament in
this building, you are hereby instructed and
you shall bear in mind, please, these Instruc-
tions, that you shall not discuss this case
with anycne.

You chall neot permit anyone else to
digcuss it with you, nor shall you permit yocur-
self in any fachion to make a statement con-
cerning this case until such time as this Jjury
in this case returns its verdicet in open court.

Do you understand?

MRS, VERRON: Yes, I do.

TED COURT: If there is any
questicn about these instructions, beforé you
make any statemant or discuss even with any
menber of your famlly, f'you have any doubt

in your mind as to what the 2dmonition ig or

— . e Manrm e e e oS e
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the instructions of the Court, please report
to me perscnally.

Thank you, Mrs. Vernon. %You are
excused.

MRS. VERNON: Thank you.

e T m— TR el




