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TEEREUJ?Or~p SOPHIE SU?ER, a member 

of the prospective jury panel, having been 

previously s·1101·n, wes exaoined and testified 

. on voir dire, c~s follo,·;s: 

THE COURT: . Is that !>!rs. Super? 

:t-ms . SOPHIE SlTPER: Yes , sir. 

THZ COUR'l' : Will you please 

rel2.x,, and i:f you 1:mnt to set your purse 

down e.t the side of the chair ther-e, maybe 

it will be a bit more comfortable for you. 

Now , the lawyers ai·e going to ask. 

you son~ questions, and I may have a question 

or ty-:o from time to time to ask you, so keep 

your voice up, please , Ers . Super, so that 

each person in the room, including the people 

sitting alon6 the back row can hear you, and 

all of the ether prospective members of this 

panel. llill you keep your voice up now in 

r esponse to these questions? 

1.ms . ' SUPER: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: · And Hr . Romito 

is going to hava to r eport them, so keep · 

your voice up high enough, and also you will 

b~ar in mind that you are under oath; do you 

renember ou were laced under oath ? 
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i·fH.S .. SUF::R : 

I 
Yes. 

TEE COURT ~ Thank. you, 

Mrs. Super. 

Please proceed, Counselor Corrigan 

or Spallacy . 

l ·S .. . SPELLA.CY: If it please 

the Court. 

VOIR DIRE EZM1I ~.:1.TION OF SOPHIE SUPER 

By Mr . · SpelJ.n.cy: 

Q For the record, will you please tell us your nara-., 

for the .court reporter? 

A Mrs . Sophie St:per o 

Q Would you l<:eep your voic"" up so all tha Counselors 

at the trial t~ble can hear you? 

A Mrs. Sophie Super. 

Will you spell your last name? 
\ 

A \ , 
Where do you live, Mrs e Super? 

\ \ 
' A 5111 Granh1ood Drive, Parma, Ohio. 

· Q. Hci·1 long have you lived thera? 

A · Eighteen years • 

Q lu:e you married? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q P.nd your hu~bc.nd's name? 

I \ 
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A Frank Super. 

Q Where does he '!:1o:rk? 

A Le't'Jiz U::!.chine Company. 

Q. Ho~·i long hs.z he i.Jorked there? 

A About r.ine years . 

Q. Uhat t~~ of: wor.~ dces he d o at Lei:iis Iv:a.chine CompG..r y? 

A He i s ~ m~chinist . 

Q Prior to •:1orking there, l:hore did he work? 

A For the r-i.::Dermott Ren.lty Company as a salesman . 

Q. Do you have a ·family? 

A Yes, sir .. 

Q. Uill you tell us the nam2s and ages of you r chilclre!? 

A ··re have one sen, Franklin, eighteen years old. 

Q Is he in school? 

A Yes, sir, he is at Ecwling Green University. 

Q. Is he in his firet year or second year there? 

A First year~ 

Q. First year? 

A · Yes, sir. 

' Did he go to school in the Parma School Systen? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q Prior to living on G:ranti·:ccd ,, where did you live? .. 

A We li~ad in San Francisco. \ 

/ 

Q. San Francisco? 

A ' Yes, sil". 

I 
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f 'Q Are you frcw the San F:ranc isco ai·ea originally? 

· A No, sir.. We liYecl there during the 'liJal" . 

·Q. A:re you f?Oll.l ·~ he Cl0vela•1d area, then? 

A I '\'Jas born in P.;;nnsylvania . 

Q Is your husbo...r'ld :from the Clc::veland area.? 

A He is from Cleveland . 

Q You have liv~d in the Cleveland area for the past 

eighteen years? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q May I ask you if you are employed? 

A ·yes, I am~~· loye3 p~rt-time o 

Q Where ar~ you e:.:nployed? 

· A At the ?a1·raa Corr~unity Hospital .• 

Q Hew long hav~ you been employed there? 

A Five ye~?s. 

Q 1·ff1at type; of work do you do at .the Parma Cor.ounity 

Hospital? 

A Ward secretary. 

Q . m1at is a ~Jard secretary? 

A Well, it cons ists of n~ny duties. 

He t ake care of dcc·~or .1 s orde:rs; order all the 

lab work, X-ra~r i:crk, order tr .. c med icines, .'take cure of 

the patients~ cc.lls on the inter-com, answer the phones, 

graph the charts. Nany otper ,~ut1~s • 

Q, You worl\. i:1ith the nur::;es in this r c3ard? 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And are you you:~s;:;:lf ·a nu:rse? 

A Iil'o, Sil'. · 

Q Do you have any medical traini.t-ig or education with 

regard to ': this line of' "t-Jork? 

A Well, 'l'.'se j ust had training as ·ward secretaries. 

Q. ·At the hosp.:.tal, you receiYed the training? 

A Ri-g..11.t. 

Q How oi'ten -do you \·:erk at the Partla Community Hospit al? 

A Three days a ·week . 

;" Q .And ~{cu have done this for the past five years? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, you lived in the Clevsland area. in 1954, did 

you? 

A Yes, sir • 

. Q Do you undez-stand that this is the case of the Stat i; 

\ 
oi' Ohio vereus s~m Sheppard, do you undc=rstand that? l\ 

', 
A Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recall rending . anything about ' this parti-

cuiar cane? 

A . Yes, sir .. 
t : ' 

Q Whc:n cl id you r ead something· about this casa? 

A liell, in 1951! .• 

Q In l95lf; \"1110..t di" you r ead D.bout this case? 

A Weli, actm:.lly --

I 
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Q, No, when I say "!-Jhat did you read, did you re&.d the 

newspapers? 

A Yes, sir • 

. Q, Did you r ead anything else other than newspapers? 

A Mo, sir. 

Q, As a result cf Nhat you r ead in 1954, did you form 

or express an opinion i~ ith rego.:rd to this particular case, 

just yes or no? 

A :No, sir. 

Q, F.ave you discussed this case with anyone else, just 

yes or no, again? 

A In 1951~? 

Q Yes. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, If you ~7ill try to ans·wcr my questions yes or n.o, 

did whoever you discusEed this case with, express an cpini~n 

to. you? 

A No. 

Q F..ave you discussGd th1s 1.: cc-,s a with anyone else since 

1954? 

A Yes. . : 

Q As a ::i.~esult of these discussio.ns, have you· fo1·l:!.ed ' 

or expressed e..11 opinion -.>Jith reE;arC,;. to this particular 

case? 

, A 1'!o, sir. 

I 
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$' Q Have you read anything r ecently t-1ith regard to this 
- . ' 

case? 

A Yes. 

Q, And a.s a result of havi ng r ead something r ecent ly., 

have you formed or expressed a.n opinion with regard to 

this t1atter before thi s Court and jury? 

A No., sir . 
, , 

.Q Mow, i f called upon to serve as a juror in this 

particular case, could you c onfine yourself as a juror to 

the evidence as produced in t his courtroom, and .for get 

about everyt hing e16e , and decide this case fairly and 

impartially? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you understana t hat i f sel ected as a juror., t hat 

it will be your duty t o i.rn i gh the evidence, do you under-

stand that? 

A Yes , sir. 

Q ·And t hat you and you alone are the sole and exclu;.:..' , \ 

' sive determi ne::c of t he facts, no one · else c.an tell you 

what · the f a cts are , I can't · t e ll you i'1hat the facts are, · 

Mr. Corrigan can ° t t e l l you t'lhn:t the facts are, . Mr.' Bailetf \ 

can•t t ell you what the f acts are,, · Mr• Sherman can't t ell 

you ·wh~_t t he facts are ,, even· Judee Talty can 1 t tell you " 

wha~ the f acts are . 

As a j uror you rr.u3 t determ i ne what the true fact·~' \ 

' . ~ 
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of the case a:;.·e~ do ycu understand that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Nm·i, .JudG.; Talty will tell you how you may arrive 

at what the f'acts are, though. 

Ee 't-;ill tell you that you ·will examine and look at 

the prospective witneEs or the 1'Jitnesses 't-ihen they testi:;i • 

,··'t·• -~" . He '!.·Jill tell you that you use your common senae, 

your everyde..y e:;.::9e:i.·ie;.'lces that you use when you see some-

one in the store for ' the first time, or you meet someone 

out on the street, that you can size them up and you can · 

accept all of wha.t they .say, ps.rt of iil"i....a.t they say, or 

none of what they say; you examine their demeanor, their 

candor, in essence you arrive at their believability o~ 

their cre.dibilit:\-". 

You may accept all of what they say, part of what 

· they say or none of \·:hat they say; do you understand that'i 

A Yes, sir. · 

Q That is your job as a juror. And if Judge Talty 

w~re to tell you this; would you do this as a juror? 

'A Yes, sir. 

Q :tfo'w, equally importa.."1 t is that as a juror, you axe 

obliged to take the 1.:::..1'1 th.at; Judge Talty gives· to you at 

the conclusion of the case. 

Have you ever been a juror before? 

A No, sir. 
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Q 'I'his i s your first cxpe;.~ience? 

A Y<.::s, sir. 

Q The trial is really b;.·oken down into t1·10 parts, the 

evidence as pres(:nted by the Stc.tc and the evidence as 

presented by tho d0fens0 . 

And after tnQt Judge T.::i.lty l'1ill give you · instructior s 

of' law. 

l!c1·1, we are obliged, or, :;•ou are obliged as a juror 

to take the law tl':at Judge Ta l ty giv.=s 'to you~ 

We all hav-a our 01m ideas n.s to '1hat the lai·~ is or 

what it mi:;ht be or wh:>.t it should be. 

Could ycu set outside of your mind any ideas you 

might have as to what the l aw is and accept the lau as 

Judge Talty eivcs it to you? Could you do that? 

A Yes, siro 

Q I anticipate tha.t Judge Talty will instruct ycu as 

a matter of l a":::, that there are various types of evidence, 

I 
I 

\ 

what we refer to as direct evidence, and what we refer to ·\ · 

as. circu~stantial evidence . 

If Judge Talty were t o tell you that circumstantial 

evidence properly proven is just as good and just as 

binding as direct evidence; 'Nould you :f'ollm·r that 

instruction? 

A (No~ :response . ) 

•'t. ., 
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'-\ I knc·N it \\las e little bit lengthy. Judge Talty 
.! 

will give to you th d~f::i..niticn of direct evidence , and 

the definitio:i of' ch·cu~stantial evidence. 

And he will tell you that circumstantial evidenc e 

i:f' properly proven i3 just as gcod and just as binding 

as direct evicence. 

Uoula you f'oll01·! that in."truction of law ii' the 

Judge i·iere '.:;o t :;;ll you that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q . You see,, by circu11stantie.l evidence ·we mean proof 

of certain facts from 'Hhich you as o. juror may in:fer othe:;. 

connected t acts which follow according to the common end 

usual experience of ~arJ~ind . 

That is a lengthy definition, but assume that when 

we came into the bu.:..lqing this mo1·ning at nine o'clock, 

tha t the streets wo1·e d1·:r and the grass was dry, the treeE 

were dry, and the sun was out and i-1e didn't have occasion 

to look cut this building until l:e i.·Jent out on our noon 

recess, and \·:I'..cn l'Je w~nt out '\'1c sa:w that the streets 'tvere 

wet, the grass was i·;et, the trees were wet, puddl es on thi; 

sioewalks , but th~ sun was out. 

Now, we could :TGason~b1y infer from that set of 

facts that sometine between the hours of nine o ' 'clock 't'Jhm1 

we came in the build in.; and t wel ve o 'cloclc when Je i·zent 

·. 



v· 

!' 

237 

out, that it had rainod; do you ~ndarstand that? 

A . Right. 

Q · That is .what we m2an by circumstantial evidence. 

Would you follo~\l the instructions of' - Judge Talty 

that circumstantial evidence properly proven is just as 

good and just as binding as direct evidence? 

A (No response) 

Q Do you hc:Je some reservation about that? 

A Yes~ I do. 

Q Then you feel you l:ould not be able to follow' the 

instructions of the Cou::."t \11th rsgard to this matter of 

law? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. You f eel you could net follow the instructions? 

A Right. 

Q Even though the Cou1~t were to tell yoa. that? 

A Yes, sir~ 

TEE COURT: 

further,, Counselor. 

MR. SPELIACY: 

the bench? 

THE COURT: 

Challenge for cause. 

Please pursue it 

Mey we approach 

Yes. 

(Thereupon counsel and the Court cc!"l.ferred at 

the Court~s bench out of the hearing of the 
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I will join in the 

n challenge . I do!.1.'t thin.le. she ought to sit. 

T"3 COURT: Do you join in the 
' 
challenge? 

,• 

!-ffi . R"..ILEY: Yes , your Honor. 

'I'!:E C01JRT: Let the record 

show t hat the jcint challer.ge is granted. 

(Thereupon p:roceedings were resumed within the 

hearing of the ju1·y panel, as f'ollows: ) · 

TI-3 C 01JR'i' : l·!rs. Super, both 

sides have requested that you be excused as a 

juror in this cause. 

No~9 , before you are excused , ·we wish 

to thank you for the tL~e that you have spent 

in partic i9~ting in this m tter. 

But you i:1ill bear in mind these 

instructions that are given to every person 

who is called in this case and excused as a 

juror, and pl;;ase · f 01101:1 thet'l carefully. 

You shall not discuss this case with 

anyone , nor permit enyone else to discuss it 

. · with you, or make any statement concerning your 

belief with respect to the merits or the l aclt 

or meritz of this case, unt il such ti~e and only 

I 
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r. · 
llhen you lmou :foi• a c ertainty that this jm--y 

in this c<ise hl;'. s l·e turned its verdict in open 

court. 

Do you understand that instruction? 

.. :~S . S1J??~ : Yes . 

TEE COUHT: If there is any 

doubt in your mind 'Nith. respect to what those 

instructicnn ncnn, b0fore you make any state-

ment, ·will you please report to oe and I will 

further cla~ify them . 

You will not diEcuss this case with 

. anyone under any cil~cumstancGs until such t ime 

as the ju1--y in t his case has returned its 

verdict i n open court. 

Do you understand? 

M!:\Se SUPZR: Yes , sir~ 

TI-:E C OUR'i' : Thanl\. you, and 

tha.nl\. you for your tin~. 

Thank you. 

\ .• 
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