
£.J:r .. Buckles, ·dll you 

please take the :·iitness c iair . 

'I'EER:S-iJPOlJ_, JOEN E~ BUCKLES, a member 

of the prosne~tive jury p~nel, having been 

previously s1:1orn, was exar:1ined and testif'ied 

on voir dire, as follm·JS : 

T~~:E COU-RT: 

Mr. Buc kles. 

1·3 o B'GCX~S : 

TI~ COURT: 

Good afternoon, 

Good afternoon. 

~r . Buckles, the 

lawyers ti:.:lt a:re ~-::: the trial table here vJ !.11 

be asking you qu2stions in connection with t his 

case, an" r.t:.· . Ro. ito, 'Jho sits in front of' you 

must repo:. t your ans~1:crs; you understand that, 

do you, sir? 

i·l:'t. BUCKLES : Yes , sir. 

'I?.:.E COURT~ So you will have to 

keep your voice at a point where ea.ch of us in 

this room c~ hee1· your anm•1ers ; will you do 

that, sir? 

HR. BUC.G...ES: Yes , sir. 

TEE COURT: Nr. Buckles, in givin0 

your amme:rn to these questions that the la't'iyers 

will put to you or may 9ut to you, you will bc~r 



in mind~ sir, th~t you are under oath. 

~IB o BUC:CLES: Yes, s ir. 

T!::::E coun·r: T:ia!lk. you, sir . 

Cour.s~lor Corrigan or Spellacy? 

~.ffi • C ORlLG:AlJ : If it please the 

Court. 

VOIR DTP.E E2;:t.z,.:nu~Tro:~ OF Jm·m E . BUCKLES 

By Mr • Co1·r i ,o:,c.n : 

Q Wil l you statG your full name? 

A John Edmond Buckles. 

0, Will you spell your last na.!<1e , please? 

A B-u-c-k-1-e- So 

Q. ln1·ere de you live, Mr. Buckles? 

A 79~9 Maple1:1ay D:-cive~ Olmstc::o Falls. 

Q, · Hew long ha.va you liv0d at that address? 

A About four teen yeurs . 

Q Where did you live prior .to living there? 

A On Wes t 150-Ch St:::-ezt . 3356. 

Q. How long did you live at t.at address? 

A About twent y- tu·o yea!'s. 
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Q. Hho, sir, is living "With you noi'1 at the Olmsted Falls 

address? 

A No one but my i:·iife . 

Q Do you .c. c a f<::.~:i ily, sir? 



A Yes, sir. 

Q Hew many ch2.ld !°21,; the i. ao;-::e and their names ? 

A I have t :ree boys . Oue is forty-one. The other is 

twenty-fiv.e, and t he youngest is t t·ienty- three . 

Q What type of e::i:ployz:1ent is t : z oldest boy engag:=d in? 

A Tlle oldest boy i·:orks for the telephone company as ar1 

installer. 

Q In the Cleveland ar0a? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And the secon· boy? 

A The second boy is worki..'1g for the Euclid Division of 

General Motors. 

Q And the t .iTd boy? 

A The third boy iz teaching s chool in the Cleveland :~bl~c 

School System. 

Q 1·Jh.at is ycur e;:::p loym Jnt$ · sir? 

A I am supervising for ~:W.n for the Ohio Bell TGlephone 

Company. 

Q In ·;hat are~ of O io Bell Telephone Company operat ion 

are you engaged in as a foreman? 

A I am iri c ' .~rge of line a!ld cable splic ing at setting 

poles and placing cable in t he wes t district, including the 

Main Exc:i.ange. 

Q When you s~y the ';·Jest district, what area does that 

encompass? 

I. 
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· A Thci..t takes in everything fl'o:ll East 30th Street out to 

the County line WES:., Cou:c.ty line "'outh, and the separe.:t.ion 

in Brecksville is cut B1·ecl~s'.tille Reado I take everything 

south of' that. 

Q A-."ld no:rth to the lake_, I t ake it? ' \ 

That is cor:recto \ 
Q Noi1, you 1'..nci·J_, sir , that this is the case of' the 

State of Ohio versus Sar:i R. Sheppard? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q lr!her e W·~i~e you living in 1954? 

A I was living out on the r·!.'.lpl.e'<'iay address, OL'i!sted Falla. 

Q In 1954, did you ·ave occasion to read any ne-rnpaper 

accounts of thi~ case? 

A Yes, sil·o 

Q Did you have :J.ny cc~asion to read any magazine acccu:..1 .. :::,? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you h~.:J~ any occasion 'Co read at any time any 

bocks in ccnn2cticn uith this case? 

A Yes, sir, I follc~Jed th8 case very c losely. 

Q Did you h~v~ occ~sion to express an opL~ion one Jay 

or anothc_ in t::"~is case, a .d a.ns<·~er that yes or no, if you 

will? 

A Yes. 

Q Did yov. h::i.ve o::;~~:::ion to hl:!.·v~ others express opinions 

t o you·? 
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A Yes. 

Q Uot·i , sir, prE)dic~"c ~d en ·ihat you have rsad and t-Jhat 

you have learnad frcE other sources , do you have an opinion 

in this case today? 1'.T!. 1:s~1e"i..· that yes or no. 

A \ Yes. 

Q. Is this opinion such that if Judge Talty were to tell 

you that as a juro ·, it ":1culd be your function to put that 

opinion conpletcly out of you mind, and determine the facts 

in · this case sol.ely fl•cm the evidence produced in this 

courtroom thrcu~h ~JJitnesaes and by evidence that would be 

admitted by the Cou ·t , if he we:;.·e to instruct you to do that 

could ycu follo:IJ the.t instruction, despite the fact that you 

have an opinion in this ma:tter, sir? 

A No, not ho~cstly, sir . 

Q. I take it, then, si!', that this opinion would pr~clude 

from rendering a fair verdict, fair to both the State of Ohi> 

and the dafendant s~m Shepnard? 

A I am afraid soo 

Chs.llenge for cause~ 

your Hono_. 

!Jo opposition:. and 

the same observation . 

-·~r. )?uckles, the Court 

1·1ishes to express its gratitude for and on behalf 

cf each o-=: t_.oae i:ho are p::;.rticipating in this 
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· case for your willingness to serve as a juror, 

if called upon tc co ~o in this case, and for 

t he tme that you ave spe.t aua.iting call as 

a prospective ju?or. 

But t he Court is now going to grant 

the challen3e for c~use, a~d you are hereby 

excused fro~ being a juror in this cause, but 

before excusins you from the room, s 'ir , the law 

imposes U)Cn me t~3 duty to instruct you that 

you shall not discu~s thi~ case or the opinion 

i~hich you M.v~ indicated that you have and that 

you do havz nm·1, i1ith anyone, and this includes 

me~bers of your fanily, including your wife ; do 

you underzta.!1.d that, Mi.1 • Buckles? 

Yes , sir . 

THE COURT: A.11d you ·1.'Jill refrain 

and you are foruid en f~om expressing that opinion 

to anyone, nor permit anyone to express an opinion, 

not to engage in comr:;:rsation or otheri'lise about 

this case; understand? 

1.ffi • BUCKLES : Yes . 

THE COURT: These admonit ions and 

these instructions vi ill app ly, sir, end you \·i ill be 

bound by the~ until such time as you know for a 

certainty, l~r. Buckles, t . .n. t a jury tas ret ur::led 

I 

,/ , 
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its verdict in ·::;·.is ase in this courtroom; 

't'Jill you follo·;·J those ins';.!'uctions, sir? 

!-!l\ • BUCKLES : Yes, sir. 

TIE COURT: Thank you, Mr . Buckles, 

"and you arc hcre:Jy excused . 

- - · -


