THEREUPCN, SCPHIE M. LAKE, a member
of the prospective jury panel, having been
previously sucrn, was examined ané testified
on voir dire, as follous:

TS COURT: Gocd morning,

Mrs., Iake. lMrz. Izake, you are going to have to
keep your voice up so that each one in the rocm
can hear you, and 1f you feel more comfortable
by setting ycur purse doun alongside your chair
‘you nay do S0

Mrs. Iake, the lauyers are going to
ask you questicns, and the Court from time to
time may have a question to put to you.

You will remember, Mrs. ILake, that you
are under cath.

MRS, LAXE:

THE COURT: Please keep your
yoice up so that each cne of us can hear you.

Will you nake an effort to do that?

Mt A MRS, LAKE: I will try.
THE COURT: Counselor Corrigan

or Spellacy?
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VOIR DIRE EXAMINATICN OF SOPHIE M. LAKE

By Mr, Spellacy

Q For the record and Mr. Romito, our court reporter,

would you tell us your full name?

A Sophie Mary Laka,
Q You will hava to keep your voice up 80 we can all hear
you at the tr table.

7453 Nerth Linden Lane, Parma, Ohio.

How leng have you lived thew

o
-9

Three yecars.

o » » b

Prior to living on Linden Iane in Parma, Ohio ukere
did you live?

10913 Woodvicw Eoulevard in Parma Heights.

How long did you live there in Parma Heights?
Th;rteen years.

Thirteen years?

Yes.

Are you fr"m Cleveland, lMrs. Lake?

Yes, I an.

Have you lived in Clsveland all your life?

Yes, I have.

That pO;th of the city of Cleveland did yoﬁ live in?

The east slde?
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The east side?

Yes.

Vhat portion of the east side?
Well, 86th and Superior Avenue.
Now, what does Mr. Lake do?

He is self-employed. He is a commercial artist.

7O = R R TG SR -

Can you describe that a little bit for me, please,
commercial artist?

A Well, they do the advertising that you see in your‘
magazines or neuwspapers,

He is self-employed, is he?

Yes.

lhere are his offices?

306 Park Building in Cleveland.

How long has he been in this particular business?
Self-emplcyed or in the business?

Self-employed.

Eight years.

Prior toc being self-employed, what did he dc?

He was a ccminercial artist and salesman for art.

Who did he work for then?

o 10 - M S B B & e S P 0

Well, there were several. COCne was Advanced Art. -
Mcntgomery Fitz. Myer and Ward.
Q Are they in the Cleveland area here?

L Yes, two of them are, but one has dissolved.
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Montgomery Fitz and lfyer has dissolved.

How long has he been in this type of work?
All his life.

Do you have a family?

Yes, I doc.

How many children, and their names and ages, please?

» O = OH b O

Taree children. Ronald is twenty. Dale is seventeen,|
and Susan is fifteen,

Are they in school?

Yes, they are.

Is Ronald living at home nou?
‘Yes, he is.

-what school does he go to?

He goes to Ccumunity College.

Are the other children in school also?
Yes, they are.

What schcols are they in?

TN R TR - R S > R TR > R - 1

Dale goes to Catheadral Latin and Susan goes to
Nazareth Acadeny.
Q Now, in 1954, where were you living at that time,

Mrs. Lake?

A On Wocdviecw Boulevard.

Q That would have been in Parma Héights?
A Yes.

Q Have you read énything about this case?
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Recently?

Yes, recently.

Yes, I have.

Did you read that in the local newspapers?
In the Plain Dealer, yes.

Anyplace else?

Not that I can think of.

& B O O > O »

New, going back to 1954, did you read anything at
that tine about.ﬁhis7case?

A Yes, I did.

Q bid you discuss it or form an copinicn with regard to
this case as a result of what ycu read?

A No, I did not.

Q Has anyone ever expressed an opinion te you with
regard to this case?

A I really can't remember if they did or nct.

Q Let me ask you simply, do ycu have an opinicn in
this particular case nou?

A Truthfully, I den't,

Q If called upon to sit as a Juror, wculd ycu be fair

tc both sides, both to Sam Sheppard and to the people of

Chio?
A I believe I could.
Q Do you undesrstand that if selected as a juror that

your job will be to try the facts, to find wherein the
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truth lies?

A . Yes.

Q The trial is really a search for the truth, and as

& juror it will be your job to evaluate the witnesses who
testify here, and in essence you use your everyday experi-
ences and your common sense, in analyzing a'witness;stheir
demeanor, their candor, their believability, and Judgze
Telty will tell that you can take all of what they say,

part of what they say, or ncne of what they say; do you

understand that?

A Yes, I do.

Q Nouone else can tell you what the facts of the case
are? ‘

A No.

Q You and you alcone determine what the facts are?
A That's right.

Q And you and you alone determine and evaluate the

witnesses who testify here?
A Yes.
Q Now, Judze Talty, however, will give ycu instructicn
of law. We all have our cun ideas as to what the law is,
or what it might be or what it shculd be.

Nou, as & Juror you are cbliged to take the lau
that Judge Talty gives to you, and apply that lauw to the

facts as you find the facts to be.

117]
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Could you set outside your mind any ideas you might
have as to what the law is and accept the law that Judge

Talty gives to you?

A Right .nouw?
Q Pardon me?
A

I mean, I didn't understand that part, I am sorry.
_Q I kncow, it was a lengthy question. The trial is
broken down into tuc parts, what we call the facts, and
you and ycu alcne determine what the facts are.

A Yes.

Q The law, the other part cf the case, is what we

call the law. Now, only Judge Talty can tell you what
the law is.

A Yes.
Q And you are obliged to take that law from Judge
- DALY .
A Yes.
Q Will you do this if selected as a Juror?
A Definitely.
Q And if Judge Talty would tell you -- strike that.

It is anticipated that police officers might testify here,
and 1if Juéga Talty uere to tell you that you are to eval-
uvate a police oifficer just like any other witness, and nof
to give him any greater credence or less credence, solely

on the faect that he is a police officer, would you follou
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that instruction?

A You mean that I should take -~
Q In other words, you are to weigh his testimcony Just

like any other witness?

A Yes.

Q And not believe him or disbelieve him solely becausg

he 1s a pclice officer?

A That's right.

[0}

Q I also anticipate that Judge Talty will probably

tell you that there ar

w

varicus kinds of evidence, what

ue refer to as direct evidence, and what we refer to as

circumstantial evidence. :
Do you folleow me so far?

A Yes, I an,

Q Noeu, I anticipate that he will tell you that cir-

cunstantial eviéence if properly proven is Just as good

as direct evidence, would you be able to fellow that

instruction cf lau?
A Yes, I would.
Q ‘You see, by direct evidence we mean evidence from

the witness as to what he or she saw or what they heard?

A Yes.
Q Circunstantial evidence, however, is proof cf certa:
facts from the uitnesses which you as a Juror may infer

other conncscted Tacts which folleow according to our




‘commeon experlences.
A Yes.
Q For example, if we came in the building this morning

at nine o'clock and the streets were dry, the grass was-dry,

the trees were dry, and we éidn't have occasion to go out cf
the building or lcck out of the windouw until we went out on
our neon recess,; and at that time we saw that the streeis

vere wet, there were puddles on the sideuwalk, the grass was

that set of facts that scmetime between ‘the hours of nine
o'cleck and twelve o'cloek that it rained.

That'a right.

Do you follou me?

Yes.

This is what we mean by circumstantial evidence.

Yes.

O » O = O F

Would ycu be able to follcu the instructions that Judsze
Talty gives to you on that matter of law? |

A Yes, I believe I cculd.

Q Now, I alsc anticipate that Judge Talty will instruct
you as a matter of lauw that as a Jjuror you are only to be

. concerned with ths facts as presented here in this courtroon?
A That's rizht.

Q And you“are nct te be concerned in ycur deliberations

with penalty cr with punishment, that if there is to be a

4
B
4
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penalty or punishment, that that is within the sole discre-

tion of his Hcncr Judge Talty; do you follow that?

A Yes.
Q And would you be able to follow that instruction of
law?

Yes, I would.
Do you kancu anybody conanecied with the Ccunty Proszecu-
s Office?
No, I don't.
Do you kncw anybody connected with the Sheppard familﬂ?
~ No.
"De you know Russell Sherman or Mr. Bailey?
No. |
Do you know anything about Bay View Hospital?

No; I den't,

O P O e H& B D e g' o =
8

Mrs. Lake, is therec any reason that you can think of
why you could not be fair to this defendant as well as to
the people cf Chio?

‘A v -No, I couldn’t think of any reason.

Q You would decide this case solely cn the facts

presented here in this courtroom?

A Definitely.
Q And apply the lauw that Judze Talty gives to you?
A Yes.

IR, SPZLLACY: Thank you very nuch,
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Mrs. Lake.

THE COURT: Counselcr Bailey
or Sherman?

Do you pass for cause, Counselor

Spellacy?

MR, SPELLACY: Yes, sir.

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATICN OF SOPHIE M. LAKE

-

By Mr, Bailey:

Q Mrs. Lake, vhere were you living in 1954%

A On Wocdvieuw Boulevard in Parma Helghts.

Q The same place?

A Yes.

Q Did you subscribe to arnewspaper back in these days?
A I didn't subscribe -~ well, yes, we tock a newspaper
then, that's right.

Q The Cleveland paper?

A Yes.

-Q VWhich cne?

A At that timg it was the Cleveland Press.,

Q Was it your custom in 1954 to read the paper nearly
every day?

A Yes.

Scan the froat pages and the neuws sections?
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Q Do you recall ulhiether or not you were reading the

editorials of the Cleveland Press back in 19542

A I don't recall,
Q Do you recall reading any editorials in connection with

this case in the Cleveland Press?

A No.

Q Did you fcllecu the case with any interest when it arosd?
A Well, like everybody else, I did, yes.

2 .

You read articles about it almost daily from July throuzh

December of 193542

A Yes,; I did.

Q " A murder occurred, the arrest, the indictment, and the

trial, and sc fortnh?

A Well, I might not have read the whole thing, but it

was there and I uoculd ges it and I would read as much as I -+

Q Vhen you read the facts that were set forth in the

Cleveland Press, did you beliscve them?

MR, SPELLACY: I object.
THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Did you, in 195%; or do ycu nouw, let me put it that

way, do you ncu regard the Cleveland Press as a reliable
source of information?
MR, SPELLACY: ObJjecticn.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Fonee
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Q Did there come to your attention through the Cleveland

Press or any cther

ne

news source enything at all about Docter
Sheppard's background, his personal life, his activities,
and so forth?

Ne.

Tou knew he was a doctor?

I am serry, I can't hear you?

You knew he was a dector? .

Yes, I knew that.

o

And you believed that to be a fact?
Yes.

Do you

Q
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He vwas an cstecpath.

ledical dcector or ostecpath?

Hedicel.

Are you aware of any distinctlon in your own nind
between the two?

L Oh, nct really, not really. My husband had been to

an osteopath for back trouble.

Q Back trouble? - - ; \

' I
A Yes. . )
Q If ycu had scme testimony, scnme medical opinicn fro%f\

a medical dccter on the cne hand, and that opinion uere

P ————— - PIEL W Taadis
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contradicted by an ostecpathic physician, a doctor of

osteopathy, would you tend to give more weight or credence

to the opinion of the medical decctor, solely because he was

a nedical doctoxr?
A  Yes.
Q Do you feel gencrally that medical docters have a

higher level of prefecsional competence than an osteopathic

physician?
A 1\1&11, I ".:-.«Lnl SC 80,
Q Mrs. Lake, supposing that ycu heard testimcny from a

doctor whe happens to be the County Corcner, employed by th
State, and that uwac ceontradicted by some cther doctor not
connected with the State in any way, would you tend to give

nmore welight or credibility to the testimony of the Corcner

because he is a state official?

1 SPELLA Objection.
THE CCURT: Sugtained as to
ferm.
Q . Well, assunming the facts which I have just gilven to

you, Mrs., Ieke, would you say that you would be more likely
to belleve an copinicn by the County Coroner rather than any

other doctor whe night render an opinicn cn the issue?

MR, SPELLACY: Objection.
TiE COURI: Sustained.

MR, BATILEY: ¥May I finish the




questicn?

¥R, SPELLACY: I am sorry.

THE COURT: The objectilon is
sustained, cven theugh the question has not

been finished.

Please put it in proper form,
Counselor.

¥R. BAILEY: I am putting it

in what I belicve to be proper form, your Honor.

THE COURT: Just put the
question.
MR, BAIIEY: I press the

questicn as put and I leave it there. I
stand on it.

THEL COURT: The question as
put was inproper. Put the questicn, Counselor.

MR, BAILEY: I cheose; your
Honor, to lecave it in that form and stand on
it.

THE COURT: The questicn will
be stricken from the record. It is improper

in form.

‘I

Do yeou kancu thz County Corcner?

~ I know his name but I don't know him.

e

Yes, I

Eave you evar net hin?

(h

(1]
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A No, I haven't.

Q Have you ever read anything about his opinicns in thid
case?

A I cant't remeuber,

Q Did you and your husband ever talk the case over that
you can recall?

A Years btack you mean? I really can't give you a
definite answer. I don't remember, really, whether we dig
or not, We thought it was horrible.

Q What did you think was horrible?

A - Well, the whole thing, the situation itself, but we

never, I never veoiced an opinion.

@ ' Vell, excus

]
¥
13

ne for a minute, but yocu say you thought

[ERe N

it was horrible; did you mean the faet that somebody was

nurdered?
MR. SPEIIACY: I object.
TIE COURT: Cbjection sustained.
Q Will you tell us what it was that you thought was
~horrible? |
A ¥MR. SPELLACY: Objection.
THE COURT: . Objection sustained.
Q Did ycu have any feeling or ineclination for or agains{

Doctor Sheppard back when all this was coming to your
attention?

A o,
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Q - Now, you read, of courze, that the trisl at scme

peint came to a conclusion and the jury reached a verdici?
A Pardon me?
Q Did you read about that, that the trial had ended and

the Jury had rendered a verdict?

A Yes, but I can't remember., Right now, I don't
remember.,
MR. SPELIACY: I cbjecti your
Ecncr.
THE COURT: Objection 1s

sustained. Thz answer is stricken.

Q Did you learn frcm any scurce what happened to Doctor

Sheppard as a result of the trial?

A In the neuyspager, yesS.

Q £nd yecu learnad thai he was convicted?

A Yes.

Q At that time, did there arise in your mind an opinion

.28 to whether or not he was guilty or innocent?

A . No.

Q Nou,; a couple cf years ago, do you recall reading in’
the newsaper cr learning from scme neuws source that he had
been released?

A Yes.

Q Did you read about that and learn the bases for his

release, and go forth?
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Q

A Yes, I did, I read 1it.
Q You read scme articles that explained how he uas
released and winc nhad relcased hinm?

A I have, but like I say rizht now, I can't remember
Ithe detalls.

Q You no leonger recall what those reasons were?

A 10 .

Q Barlicr this year, you read about the ruling made

by the United Stat

O

s Supreme Court, did you?

A I am sorry, I can't hear ycu tco well, either.
Q I anm scrry. ZDarlier this year, dld you read about

(&7

a ruling in the Sheppard case rade by the United States

Supreme Couri?

A I can't remember that, elther.
Q You can't recall whether you did or not?

A Noe.
Q How many pecple would you say have expressed an

cpinicn whic

e g
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1 -d relative to the werits of Dcctor
Sheppardfs case?

A I don't knowu.

Q Back in 1954, wesn't there quite & Sit of talk abocut

it in your ccmnmunity and among your friends?

A Yes, but I think, it died cut, I mean, I really can!
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Sheppard at the

Just the same as it would
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CCRERICGAN Objecticn, your

1s for & yes Oor no.

COURT': Objecticn sustained.
TATTT

dded labh g .

ricken.
COURT:

anguer 1s

nnines

be 1
before?
A .Is the status?
Q Dec you accept that to be
MR, SPILLACY:
THZ CCURT:
present form, Ccunselor.
Q If Judge Talty instructs

Sheppard was tried, convicted, and

reversed, is to be

determining as a jur
able to accept and fo
R.

TiHE
She may ansucy

(o S

r hi
cu that

CORRIGANS

u underst
of this retrial of

f he had never

lay the non-respensive

The non-responsive
ordered stricken.
and that the status cf Doctor
this cacze is

been tried

true?
Objectiocn.
Sustained in its
you that the fact that Doctor

that conviction was

Ziven absoclutely no welight by ycu in

guilt or innccence, will you be

instructicn?
Objecticn.

Objection overruled.
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; MR, CﬁRﬂiG&H: May I approach’
the bench, please?
THE COURTs Yes; you may.
{Thersupen counsel and the Court conferred at
the Court's bench

cut of the hearing of the
as follouss)

et e

jury panel,

R. CORRIGAN: The question was
if Judze Talt

-y

Tally instructs you that this caza
has been reversed.

This case has never been
reversed, :

That wasn't nmy
questicn,

it has been reverszed.

It wasnt't.

MR, PATLEY: hat wasn't my
question. I dida't use the word "reversed"
in the lazt questien.
THE CCURT: Read the question.
back, please. \
(Record was read by the reporter.) ;3
IMR. BAILEY: I will stand on :
the question.

THE COURT: The Court will )

;r
stand on its ruling and will disallcw the
questicn.

=)
k

. BAILLY: Iet the record




show the defendont will stand on the auesticn.
Q Mrs. Zshe, do you have some feeling of the auilt or

innoccence of Doctor Sheppard from what you have read or

heard about this case?

A No.

Q If the Court instructs ycu that ycu must prezume
as of the moment this trial begins, that the defendant is
innccent --

A Yes, -

Q ~~1T the Court gives you that instruction, are you
able to accept that instructiocn and presume him innccent,
notwithstanding the fact that you have heard guite a bit
about this case, are you able to do that?

A I don't understand the guestion.

Q Iet nme rephraze it. I will tell you now that t
Ccurt will instruct you again -- and the Court has already
1nptructbd you--~ that the defendant like any other defen-
dant is presuncd to be innocent at this very moment, at

the commencenent of this trial --

A Yes.
Q --and I ack Juu whather or not ycu will have any
difficulty in acitually presuming him innocent in your cun

nind, notwithstanding all that you heard about this case
in the past?

A I think I would.
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IR. BAILEY:
cause,
: TEE CoUnT:
mean by your rezponse?

your resnonss, Lake?
MRS, LAXE:

in other words,

what I said.

your answer, please, andé

‘-"4‘\ 8

oun vay, ax
the bench?

.---—.-1 ———
i c’vi:ir :

gentlemen.

o Sxplain your ans

A Vhat I
voilce my own copinicn or J
feel that he is inncecsant
THEE COURT:

insg

tructs you that the

ag in is p»

EVETY cace,

Challenge for

That did you

No, I'm sorry.

Will you exploin

N¥o, I -~ no,

I didn't mean that ansuwer

Will yecu explain

explain it in your

ané tell us what you meant

May we apprcach

I prefer nct,

er if you will,

really neant was that I would be fres to
gment cn him, but not that

withcut a Jury trial.

If the Court

dsfendant in this case

presuned to be innvcﬁnt e
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MRS, LAKE: Yes,

M7 ASTTIM e
5 iy, oy ,..ll s

- e d -

--as ¢f this
menent of trial, will you affcrd him that
presumpiicn of innccence --

YD . ARy No.

THE COURT

THE COURT: --and follow
the Court®s instructicon?
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I wouldn't

think he was innccent without 2 jury trial.
TUE COURT: May I see

Counselers?

(Thersupon ccunsel and the Court conferred

at tac Cocurt’s bench out of the hearing of

(Record was read by the reporter,)

¥R. SPELLACY: If I may inter-
ject, I think this is Just the reverse, she
¢ coacede he is innccent and gilve
hin a2 fair trial, g jury triel.

MR. BAILEY: If he proves

HERMAN S I think her

.
m




positicn is he ues

8 arrested =--
THE COURT: Parden me, I
can't hear you.
MRo SHERMAN: I think from

her ansuer that she is

W

(

rresuming because he

is arrested an

12

here, that he is guilty.

f'!

Thls is the ansuer I get from her answer,
that he iz not innccent unless proven so by
a Jjury triali.

MR, CORRICAN: The State will
Jein with the defense in the challenge for

causc,.

(Thercupon procezdings uere resumed within the

L¢1]

hearing of the jury panel, as follous:)

TIZ COURT: Lat the record
shouw that on the joint motion of Counselors,
Mras. Izke is excused for cause.
lirs. Iake, the Court wishes to

thank you for the time you have spent with us
P

- - ~ e 3 -
yesterday and today.

But bkefore excusing you as having
articipated in this case,: to the extent that
L

you have, the Court instructs you, Mrs. Iake,

that you shall not discuss this case with

anyene, not even with a pember ©f your family
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You ghalXl not @iscuss it, nor shall
you permit anyone else to discuss it with you.

ollcu those instructions,

5. LAKES Yes.

TIS COURT: ntil such time

a8 & verdict by the jury has been returned in

cpen court.

Thank ycu very much, Mrs. lake.

¥R, BATLEY: Your Honor, befcre
the next Juror is called, may the record simply
show the defense reiterates the challenge to
the array on the grounds ezrlier stated in the
record.

TIE COURT: Iest the record =zo
sheu.
(Thereupon the balance of the prospective jury

panel was brouzht intc the courtroem and the

following procecdinzs were had:
- -

CRT: Iadies ard gentlenen
of the prospective jury, you will bear in mind,
8 you talke your recess ncw, your luncheon recess

until 1:30, the instrue

33

icns given Y°¥ on each

- —y
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occaslcon when you leave the room, and that is

you shall not discuss thils case anongst your-

You shall not permit anyone to discuss
it with you, nor 12211 you permit yourselves to
cverhear anything that relates to this case by

any means ox nedia of communication.
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or lunch until

1:30.
(Thereupon adjcurnment was taken to 1:30 p.m.,

Tuesday, Octcber 25, 1986, at which time the

&8s were hads)




