previcusly seated, were escorted from the court-

rocn. )
TIEREUPCON, YOLAYDA COUWAN, a member of
the prospective jury panel, aving previously been

sworn, was examined and testified on voir dire,

as follous:

THEE CCURT: Gecod afternocn,

Mrs. Cowan.

MRS, COVAN: Good afternoon.
THE CCURT: Your name is pro-

nounced Cowan?

VRS, COWAN: Couan.
THE CCURT: Mrs. Cowan, will

yoﬁ please keep your voice at a point where each
ocne of us in the rcom can hear you,

Ycu are zoing to be asked questions
by the lauwyers, and in your responses hold your
voice at a point uwhere each person in the rocm

can hear you; will you do that, please?

MRS. COWAN: ‘Yes, I will,
THE COURT: And remember,

Mrs. Cowan, that you are under oath.

:EP-S e COI'.T.{I"'-E' : YBS .
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VOIR DIRE EXAVINATICN OF YOLANDA COWANW
By Mr. Corriran:

Q

Will you state yocur full name, please?
A Yolanda Ccwan.

How do you gpell your last name?
C-o-vu-a-n.

C=0=u~a-n?

Right.

Yhere do you 11?55 lrs. Couwan?

'3231 East Scarborough.

How lcng have you lived at that address?

Six years.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q Where did you live prior to living there?

A Livingston Rcad. ;

Q In what community is Livingston Road located?
A Cleveland, Ohic. )

Q In the city of Cleveland?

A Yes.

Q  How long &id you live on Livingston Road?
A Approximately four years.

Q Where did you live before thatf

A Bast 130th Street.

Q Your address there, please?

THE COURT: Counselor Corrigan?

ST T




A I don't remenber
Q In the city cf Cleveland?
A In the city of Cleveland.
Q How long ¢id yecu live at that address?
A About two and & half years.
Q Where did you live in 19542
A fZddington fosd.
Beg your pardon?
I think, Eddington Road.
Are you a native of Cleveland?
Yes, I an.
Is Mr. Covuan a native of Cleveland, also?
Yes, he is.
What schcols did you attend in Cleveland?
Chesterfield, Patrick Henry, and Glenville Hizh School,
Vhat schools did Mz, Cowan attend?
Heignts Hign Scheol, and I belleve Bclden. I do not

B O P O P O P O P O

know the Jjunicr hign scheol.

-—ha

Q Do you recall when he finished high school; what year,
approximately?

A No, I do not.

Q How old is he?

A 52 years old.

IQ Yhen did you finish high school, what yeér?

A In January of 1936.




Do you have a fanily, Mrs., Cowan?

w

Cne child.
Boy or girl?
A girl, tuelve.

Arve you enpidyed ocutside the househsld?

:-rA-
(141
v— -

» o PO P O

Yes, I aun.

Wiad da yeur ewnleyinent?
Halle Erothsrs
What do you do for Halle's at the Severance cstore
I manage the hosiery department.

How long have you been employed with Halle's?

"It will be four years in Novenmber.

o » o v O P

Vere you cuployed elsewhere prior to belng emzployed
Hallets?
We had a businecss of our cun for a short tire.

That was thae nome of that business?

Couwan's lark
What type of business was that?
CGroceriecs and neats.

Hhere was that located?

8317 Central

oD b O P O b O ¥

And how long were ycu engaged in that business at

8317 Central Aven:

A Around three years.
@  What type of ucrk does Mr. Cowan do?
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He installs Telerana
He sells ~--

He installs Telerana.

o P O F

He installs Telerama., Will you explain to us what
Teleranma is, as best you can?

Telerana is Pag

:"‘
3
'f_:JJ
(0]
<
14
[0}
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This is direct-uire Pay Television?

%]

emtiiy

How long has he been employed with the Telerama pecple
About six weeks.
About six weeks?

Yes;

In 1054, vhat type of work was he doing?

> O B O = o b o >

ile was working fcr.a sgteel scrap house -- or, a steel
uarehouse.

Steel warchousze

b

Steel warchousze.

What was his specific duty or cccupation?

Q

A

Q

A | Warehousa man.
Q He was a warehouse man?

A Yes.

Q Do you know anybedy from the Prosecuting Attorney's
Office?

A No, I c¢o not.

Q Do you know Doctor CGerber?
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ﬁ Yo, I do not.

Q Do you kncw anybedy from the

A Wo, I do not.

Q Do you know his counsel, M

Sherman?

A No, I do not.

Q@ ' Do you know Judze Talty?

A Just from seceing him here.

Q - Going back to 1954, lirs. Couan, did you

to read in the neuspapers or in any magazines

! relating to the Sheppard case?
A I Just read the newspapers.
Q What newspapers did you read?
A The Plain Dealer and the Press.
Q The Plain Dealer and the Press?
A Yes.
Q

Sam Sheppard family?

ir. Bailley or Mr. Russell

have occasion

any articles

' Did you follow the accounts that appeared in the

paper at that tiue quite closely?

A  No, sir.

Q Did you at that time hear anything on televisicn or
radio?

A Just the neus bhroadcasts, that's all.

Q Did you foliiocw those brcadcasts closely?

A No, sir.

Q Did you have cccasion to discuss the Sheppard cass
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at any time, particularly in 1954, with your husband, or

members of your family or neighbors or anyone?

A Oh, I imaginez I did some, yes.
Q In the course of those discussions did you express an

opinion one way or the other?

[

Kot generally, nc.

o

Did cother pecple express their opinions?

[

Yes, they did.

i

(=

pinicn persuasive, did it affect you to conme

R

O

‘Was this o
to a Judgment one way or another?

A No.

Q - Now, his Honor Judge Talty has already instructed you
that in a criminsl matter a defendant is presumed to b
innocent, unless and until the State carries the burden of
proving him guilty bsycnd a reszonable doubt.

Do you recall that instruction?

10}

A Yes, I do.

Q And if Judge Talty azain ingtruets you, assuming you
are selected as a Jjuror, would you follcw that instruction?
A ~Yes, I would.

--Q Have you, lMMrs, Couwan, or any member of your family
ever been invelved in any criminal matter as a vietim, as
a witness, or as a Jurcr) or in any manner?

A I was a character witness for a diverce.

Q That is not a criminal matter.
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‘A Net criminzl, no.
(4 But in the greocery busine

ss, for example, you were neve:

inVQIVed in any situation that you would be the victinm of

a crime?

A We were the victin of a holdup, but we never --

Q It never came to {risl?

A Ne.

Q I anticipate that Judge Talty will instruct you zlso

that there are severa

-

‘
&
s
ﬂ

kinds of evidence; direct evidence

"and clrcumstantial evidence, and he will instruct you that

direct evidence is that which a witness perceives through

his senses, that which he sses or hears, and circumstantial

evidence cn the other hand are fects from which you draw

‘reasonable inferences that flow normally from cother facts.
If Judge Talty instructs you that circumstantial

evidence if properly proven is just as good and just as

binding as direct evidence, uill you follou that in-

struction?
A Yes, I would.

; | |
Q It may happen, Mrs., Cowan, that witnesses will testify

who are public officials, or pclice officers.

The fact that a wltness 1s a police officer or that he
is a public cfficial, will that fact solely cause you to
give that witness more believabillity or less bellevabllity

than some other witness who isn't a police officer, or who
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'is not a goverznnenta

ran 1l officizl?
A No.
Q Sc you uwould put them on the same plane, is that
correct? :
A Yes.
Q Will you, irs. Ccuan, employ your every day comnon

sense in deternining the believability of a witness, that
is to say, whether you are going to believe him at all,

or yocu are geing to believe him partially, employ the same

staiddards that you emsloy when you meet people in your

business or on the street, as to whether or not you can
or cannot believe then?

A (Todding., )

Q Assuming that you are selected as a Juror, and the time
comes uwhen the jury deliberzates the question of the huilt
or innocence of the defendant, will you be able to' join with
your fellouw Jurcrs in a ccmplete discussion of all the facts
as you determine them to be here in this courtroom, with

the view In mind of arriving at a fair and impartial verdict
fair-both to the State of Chic and the defendant Sam

Sheppard?

A Yes.
Q Is there any reason that cccurs to you now that you

could not be falr andimpartial to both sides in this case

if you are selected as a juror?




A . No, I don't know of any.
MR. CORRIGAN: Pass for cause,
Your Honor.

THT COURTe

THE URT: Counselor Bailey?

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION OF YOLANDA COWAN

By Mr. Bailey

Q ¥rs. Cowan, in 1954 what newspapers did you res d, do

you recall?

A The Plain Dealer and the Press.

Q You got then both?

A Yes.

Q "Dig you ordinarily read both papers daily yourself?
A Yes, I did.

Q You read most of the news items that were printed
there?

A Scmetimes the‘ccuplete iten, sometimes the headline.
Q@ . Was it your habit in those days to also rezd the

¢ditorials that were probably in thatonewspaper?

Q Not always. Do you recall whether or not you read
any editorials in connection with this case?

A No, I do nct.

Q You don't remember?

A o, I den
Q

You read, of course, that Marilyn Sheppard had been
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murdercd by scmecnc?

allse

A Right.

Q And you read that her husband was a 'dector from Bay
Village?

A Yes.

Q You recall, I assume, that she was killed in her ocun
. home?

A ‘ Right.

Q And there was evidence, undisputed evidence, that he

admitted he was there in the home when it happened, you re-

member_that?
A ‘Yes, I do.

Q Do you recall any additiocnal facts about the defendznt!

bagckarcund or his private associations, anything other than

his professional occupation?

A No, sir, I do not.

Q Do you recall reading anything about the outside
activities that he had been engaged in?

A ~ No, sir.

Q You didn't read any of that?

A No.

Q Do you recall reading anything.tc the extent aboﬁt-

to which he did or 4id not ccoperate with the officials
in their investigaticn?

A No, I did not read it that thoroughly.
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Q Now, you have indicated that you from time to tine

would discuss the Sheopard case back when it was front page

news; you dilscussed his arrest, is that right?

Did you discuss with any of these people the result of

A I bez your pardon?

Q Ycu discussed the fact that he was arrested?
A Right.

é And the fact that the Grand Jury indicted hin?
A Rigit.

Q And that he went to trial?

A Yes.

Q' .

that trial? ' |
A No, I don't remenber particularly doing this.

Q Well, you Indicated that scme of them would from time
to time express an copinion about the case?

AT ¥es.

Q@ . I think in response to a question by Mr. Corrigen yo@;
saild that generally you did not? \
A That's right.

Q@ . Can you recall ever saying to anyone, "I think he aie
it," or, "I think he didn't do it," or words to that effect? ¢
A No, I did not.

Q Has there been a2 question in your mind for these past

twelve years whether or nct Docter Sheppard was guilty?

A I can't honestly say that I havecthought about it.,
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Q Did you back when the verdict came in give it scme
thought?

A Probably did, yes.

Q Do you remember hzving any impression as to whether or
net ==

A Ne.

Q == whether or not you had any?

A No.

Q In 211 the discussions with those other people thet

were expressing their cpinions?

A Right.
Q  But you did noi?
A Yes.
Q Have you read anything about ths case recently?
A Ne.
Q Do ycu still take the Cleveland Press?
A Right, and the Plain Dealer.
Q Do you rezd it?
A Yes, I do.
Q Do you recall ea@ing anything about the case in
January cf this year?
A No, I do not.
. Q Do you recall reading anything about it in June,

something to do about the Supreme Court?

A No, sir, I do nct.
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Q Did it ccme to your sttention a .couple of years azo
through the ncus media or some other source that Doctor

Sheppard had been relecsed?

A Yes.

Q You remember that?

A Yes, I do.

Q Did you read the accounts asn to why he was released?
A No, I must adwmit I didn't.

Q Mrs. Cowan, you recall Mr. Corrigan reminding you

that you have been given instructions that the defendant

in every crinminal case iz presunsd to be innccent?

A Right.
Q And you are avarc, of course, that there has been a

prior trial and that there was a verdict unfavorable to the

.

defendant, and that has been set aside

)

Mrs. Cowan, if Judge Talty instructs you that all
these prior procecdings, everything that has happened from
the day the last trial started until today is a nullity,

it is meaninglezs, it has

el

o effect on whether or not the
defehdant is guilty in the outccne of this case, and that we
are starting fresh, do you feel that you can accept that
instruction and wipe from your nind gverything that you
have heard?

A Yes, I do.

Q If in the course of this triazl and your deliberations

e e
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‘ag a Juror, informaticn that you heard from some other
scurce should cccur te you, scmething you remembered from
the neuspapers or anctiher source, which conflicts with what
has been said in court in the testimony from the witness
stand, do you feel that you can cffectively wipe from your
mind any outside information that did not come out in the
ccurse of this trial?

A Yes, I doc.

Q Do you have any difficultyin accepting the fact

that Doctor Sheppard is presumed immceent in the eyes of

the law?
A No, .I do not.
Q Do you feel, lirs. Cowan, that you have a completely

cpen nind about this case?

A Yes, I Co.
Q Mr, Corrigzan talked to you about the kinds of evidence

that may appear, and he mentioned that there would be
perhaps some direct evidence or perhaps some circumstantial
evidence, and you indicated that you would accept circunm-
,staﬁtial evidence under instructions of the Court.

If youare given circumstantial evidence, that is,
scnething other than an eye witness, but a series of facts

from which you are asked to infer the guilt of the defendani

and you are instructed by the Court that only if those facts

point only to guilt and not to possible gullt or possibie
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him
innocence, only then you cenvict/cn that circumstantial

evidence, will you be able to follow that instruction?

A Yes, I wi;l.

Q Do you know who Corcner Sam Gerber is?

A Yes; I do.

Q Do you recall reading at the time of the prior trial
and perhaps since scme of his statements about the cas

A It has been a long time.

Q I understand. I take it your ansver is no?

A That's right.

Q Do you recall whether or not any of the names of

the police officers or detectives who were connected with

the case were familicr to you at the time?

A No, I den't remenber any of their nanmes.
>
Q Do you have any member of your family connected with

law enforcement?

A& & Nou

Q  Your only expsrience, then, in a criminal matter is
when you were the victim of a holdup which I take it has
.never been solved?

A Right.

Q Dd you think that that experieﬂce ﬁould in any wuay

impalir the impartiality of your judgment here?

.S

A Ch, no.

Q Do you kncu uhat Doctor Sheppard's occupation was,




nwhat kind of medicine he practiced |

218
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ore the slaying of

nils wife tock place?

A I knew he was a doctor, but I do not know what king.
Q Do you kncw vhat an cstecpath is, an osteophathic
physician?

A I am familier with the word but net of the procedures.
Q Well, do you have any opinion at the present time as

to whether an ostecputh is different than a2 medical dcctor,

that is to say, whethsr he 1s betier or worse?

A Ko, I don't have.an opinion.
Q I Judge Talty were to instruct you that a doctor of

ocsteoopithy and a nedical doctor in the State of COhioc ar
viewed exactly as equals in the eyes of the law, so far as
examinations and licences and for every purpose in connece-

tion with this case, can yocu accepnt that instructicn?

A Yes.

Q ; And deal with them as eguals?

A Yes, I could.

,Q : If 1t is appropriate, Mrs. Ccwan, ycu will be in-

structed by the Court that thls defendant, like 2l1ll de-
fendants, has a Constitutional right not to testify, and
that no inference is to be taken from his silence,

Now, if the State of OChlo presents proof tht llarilyn
Shepperd was murdercd by somecne in her home, and that Doctg

Sanm Sheppard was there, and he dces not testify and docs nol

—

ke
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explain to you wuwhat he knows about thils incident; dcesn't

say where he was or what he did, he Just remains silent
and dces nct present his evidence, will you be able to
follow the instructicn of Judge Talty as to his zilence and

not count one bit azainst him the fact that he did not

testify?
A Yes, I will.
Q' Will you be able te apply it to the extent that you

would not in ycur own nind be at all suspicious of his

silence?

A Yes, I would. )

Q , Dy you fecl that you understand the rule I have
described?

A Right.

Q Since you have become auware that you were going to be

a juror this month, have you talked with anyone about the
Sheppard case geacrally?
A No.

. Q Fave you talked this case over with your hubindd

from time to tTime?

A Not since 1954,
Q Do you have any recollection of any opinions that he |

‘may have expressed?
A No, I do not.

Q TIs it fair %o say that he has taken no positicn in




‘this matter?

A Right.

Q Mrs. Cowan, do you feel any scrt of community pressure
with respect to your participaticn in this case, in other

‘words, do you feel that you are under any pressure to

satisfy a preconcelved notion cf Toctor Sheppard's guilt or

innoccence?
A Mo, I do not.
Q If in the Jury roca you should find that the wvicus

which you have taken from the evidence are not shared by the

oY nc

O_r
o

mejority of your fellow jurors, and even after discussion
and deliberation your judgment remains the same, dc you
think you would te able to hold tec that Judgment and veote

as you believe not

(’ -
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g the disagreement of most of

your confederates!

A Yes, I doc.

Q It has been =2id, Mrs. Cowan, that a trial, especially

d-

a criminal trial, is & scarch for the truth, and I think
we all hope that this will bs.
But if at the conclusicn of the evidence 1t sseus

uncertain to yocu just what the truth is, whether Dector

Sheppard did kill his wife or dld not kill his wife, will you
have any difficuliy in resolving that doubt in faver of the

defendant and finding him net gui

1=t

ty?

A AATTITANT

et ST T T T
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TEE COURT: Sustained as to form.

4

Q If Judze Telty instructs you that any reasonable

doubt you may have at thz conclusion of the evidence m

mus

be

‘-‘%

resolved in favor of the defendant rather than the State,

do you think that you will have any difficulty in abiding by

that instrueticn?

A No, I do not.
Q lMrs. Covan, since you are assembled here as a panel
member for the Sheprard case yesterday -- I assume you have

Ziven the matter sgome thought -- and upon ycur cun sincere

reflection, do you fecel that you can represent that you are

fully able ﬁo give this defendant & fair and impartial

trial?
A I certainiy €o.
1R, BATLEYZ: Pass for cauce.
THE CCOURT: Mrs.Cowan, weuld you

be kind encugh, please, to take the chalr directly

behind Mr. Severs.




