
J previously ser:.ted , 1·Je ::."e escorted from the coui·t­

rocm.) 

TIIE7~CUPO?J ..? YOIJU@A CO:!AN, a member of' 
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the prospcc·:::.i•;ye jm.•y panel, lmving previously been 

sworn, 'l:JC:.s e:::~i!led e,nd tes'tii'ied on voir dire, 

as follows: 

TEE COURT: 

?'1xs . Coi·ian . 

MRS o C OH.fu.'\l: 

THE COURT : 

nounced Co1';an? 

HRS . COW.fl..'!:-! : 

THE COffr'T: 

Good afternoon, 

Good afternoon. 

Your name is pro-

Mrs. Cowan, will 

you please keep your voice at a point where each 

one of us in the rocn can hear you. 

You a?e going to be asked questions 

by the la:(~;y-e l."s_, and in your responses hold your 

voice at a point where each !Jerson in the room · 

can hear you; will you do that, please? 

r.ms . co:·jJl.N : 

THE COu11T: 

Yes, I will. 

And r.ernember, 

Mrs. Cot'la.n , t hat you are under oath. 

~.ms • c OHAN : Yes. 
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Counselor Corrigan? 

VOIR DIRE :i::XAHI!!..l\.TION OF YOLt~IDA CO~IAN 

By M:r . Corrigan: 

Q Will you state: your :full name ,, please? 

A Yolanda Coi.~o.n . 

Q How do you spal_ your last name? 

A"·. c-o-·u- a-n. 

Q C- o-w- a- n? 

A Right • 

. Q, 'ltJhere do you liv.:;; m:s . Co;van? 

Q How long have you lived at that address? 

A Six years. 

Q Where c11d you H .ve p1·ior to living there? 

A Livingston Road~ 

Q. In what cc~~unity is Livingston Road located? 

A Cleveland, Ohio. 

Q In the city of Cleveland? 

A Yes. 
\ . 1 

Q. Ii?."vJ long did you l.:.ve en Livingston Read? 

A A!)proximately four yea.rs. 

Q i ·n-1ere did you live before that? 

A East 130th St?eet. 

Q Your address there~ p_ease? 
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·A I don v t rem<::~a be1·. 

Q In the ci·cy cf' Cleveland? 

A In the city of.' Cleveland . 

Q How long_ did ycu live at that address? 

A About two and a ho..l:f year·s. 

Q Where c1id you live in 1954? 

Q B~g your pa:;:dor:? 

A I think, :Sddi.:.'!gto:1 F.oad . 

Q Are you a native of C~eveland? 

A Yes, ! am. 

Q Is Hr.· Cowan a native of Cleveland, also? 

A Yes, he is. 

Q !'!hat schcols did you attend in Cleveland? 

A Chesterfield, ?n.t::-ick Henry)) and Glenville High School 

Q What schools did !,!~ . Cowan attend? 

A Heights Hi&.~ School, and I believe Bolden. I do not 

J:.now the junior high schooL 

Q Do you recall i-1hen he finished high . school; 'J!hat yea.r ::> 

approximately? 

A No, I do no~. 

Q Hol-J old is he'? 

A 52 years old. 

Q When dic1 you finish high school, '\'Jhat year? 

A In January of 1936. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

~ 

A 

. Do you have 

One child. 

Boy or gi~l? 

A girl,, t welve. 

Af yau efu~l6~Gd eut~ id§ thi hous1 ial~1 

\(I~ b " 5! 0.!fi • 

tfl' ~;t ~"'! lf;:;P":' r..1:1r1l0Yin•H)'i;? 

Halle Brothers , Severance store . 
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Q lJhat do you do i'or Halle 9 s at the Severance zto:.' e:'? 

A 

Q 

A 

I manage the hosiery departraent . 

Het-J long hav · ~rou been employed i"ith Halle 1 3? 

It will be four ye~rs in Novamber . 

Q Were you er::.., loyed elset:Jhere prior to being er::ployed y 

Halle 's? 

A We had a bu s i nens of our o":m for a s !1.ort t:i.l!..e . 

Q lJla.t '\·Jas t i:.e no.r1e of that business? 

A Cm\lan 's 1 .. ~rlrnt. 

'. Q What type of buainess was that? 

A Groceries W-•d ceats. 

Q Where uas t hat located? 

A 8317 Centra l • 

. Q And how long wore ycu engaged in that business at 

8317 Central Avenue? 

A Around three years. 

Q Wh~t type of ·uc r k does M::c. Cm·;an do? 



A He instal ls Tele1~a::-:: ....... 

Q He s ells --

A He i nstalls Tel eraraa . 

Q He install s Telez-ar..:o.. . Will you explain to us 'l•Jhat 

Telerar.~a is, as b·Z!st you ca n? 

A Telera~~ is Pwy Televi s ion . 

Q. This. is direct- 1,1i:i.·e Pay Te l evision? 

A Pay Tel evision . 

Q How l ong has he teen e!:.1plcyea with the Telei"ru:ia pe ople? 

A About six l."e kG . · 

Q About s ix wee!-:::::? 

A Yes. 

Q In 1954 , ".·:hat t;ype of 1·1o~k ·cas he doing? 

A Ee \·ms 1·iorki?:"cg fc1• , a steel scra p house -- or, a s t eel 

t-:arehouse. 

Q Steel '!:Jar -·l~cuse? 

A Steel v1a_4 hc-:.ise . 

· Q What \'Jas his ~pGcific duty or occupation? 

·A · warehouse r::a.n. 

Q He i ms a i·:arehouse r.:an? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you kno;·J a..nybocy from t he Prosecuting Attorney 1 s 

Off ice? 

A No, I do not . 

~~~~~~~t-~~Q~· ~~_:D~o::__:y~o~u:.....:k=r·~10~•~~-~=0~o~c~t~o~l~~-c~,~=0~r~b~e~?~?~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~ --t---
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A No, I d o not. 

Q Do you knew anybody from t he Sam Sheppard f ~ily? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Do you know his counsel, .. 1r. Bailey or Mr. Russell 

Sherman? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Do you k.110 ·J Judge Tulty? 

A Just rrom sGein~ hi:n here . 

Q C-oing bacl;: to 1951!·, Nrs . Cm;an, did you have occ:=.sion 

·to read in the ne't·lspapers or in uny magazines any articles 

relating to the Shc~pcrd case? 

A I just read the newspapers. 

Q. What newspapers did you r e2.d? 

A The Plain De~ler and the Press . 

Q The Plain D211ler and t he .i?z·ess? 

A Yes. 

Q. Did you follm-1 the accounts that appeared in the 

paper at that ti~e quite closely? 

A No, sir • . 

Q Did you at that tima hear anything on television or 

radio? 

A Just the n.e1rn broadcasts.I> that's all. 

Q Did you follow those b1~oadcasts closely? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you have occasion to discuss the Sheppard case 
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at any ti.-ne , pa:;..~ticuln.Tly in i95lr ,, '::!ith your husband, or 

. members of your f.J.mily or neighbcrs or anyone? . 

A Oh, I imn.,sin8 I did some , yes . 

Q In t he course of those dis cus sions did you exp:ess an 

opinion one 1:;0..y or th:: other? 

A Not generally, no. 

Q Did othel" people expres s t heir opinions? 

A Yes, t hey d:l.d. 

Q Wa.s t his o~>i 11io_ persuasiv-e , did it affect you to c ome 

to a jud~ent one 1.-iay 0 1· another? 

A No. 

Q Now, his Hcno:r Judge Tal ty has already instructed you 

that in a c rimins..1 t1a.tter a defendant is presumed to be 

innocent, unlezs and un-cil tl;e State c a rries the burden of' 

proving him gu i_ty beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Do you l"eca.11 that i!lstruction? 

A Yes, I do. 

·Q And if Judge Talty azain i nstructs you, assumi ng y ou 

· are .selected as 2 juro:::i.·, 1:ioulc1 you f'ollcw that instr uct i on? 

A Yes, I woul d. 

Q Have you , l,~rs . Co·~,mn , or e..ny member of your f amily 

ever been i nvolve·a in a:..ri.y crimi r.al matter as a victim, as 

a witness, or as a juror~ ~~ i n any manner? 

A 

Q 

I 't·1as a c haracter uitness for a divorce. 

Th3..t ia not a crir,1inal matte:;:-. 

\ 
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~- ~ N t . .,..* c · cri!li:l~l., no. 

Q But in the grocery business , for exn!l.1ple , you ~iere nev .. •r 

involved i..'1 an~,r situation that y ou would be the victim of 

a crime? 

A We were t he victim of a holdup, but we never 

~ It never c ~t:e to ti'ial? 

A No. 

Q I anticip~te that Judge Talty will instruct you alzo 

that there a re seve7~1 kinds of evidence, direct evidenc e 

and circumst antie.l evidence, and he will instruct you tha t 

direct evidence is thn.t uhich a witness perceives through 

his senses, . that 'l:ohich he sees er hears, and circur::istantial 

evidence en th~ othe:r hand are f acts · from i~hich you dra~:J 

reasona.ble inferences thst flow norr.1ally fro~ ether facts. 

If Judga ~alty instructs you that circumstantial 

evidence if prope?ly proven is just as good and just as 

binding as direct evid2nce:, •,;a ill you follot1 that in­

struction? 

A Yes, I would. 

Q It may happen., Mrs . Cowan, that witnesses '!.•Jill t est if~ 

who are public offic.:.a ls, or police officers. 

The fac t that a witness is a police officer or t hat h<: 

is a public official, will that fact solely cause you to 

give that witness more believability or less believability 

than some other i·1itn~ss viho isn 1 t a police officer, or 't'Jho 
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~ is not a goverll!'~ontal official? 

A No. 

Q So you would put ther.1 on the same plane, is that 

correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you, Mrs . Cm·mn , employ your every day common 

sense in determining the believability of a witness, that 

is to say, whether you ~~c going to believe him at a ll, 

or you are going to believe him partially, employ the sa:ie 

standards that you eD_9- 0Y 't'Jhen you mee t people in your 

business or on th~ st:re:=t, as to 1:J . ether or not you can 

or cannot believe the::'? 

A (HockUng.) 

Q Assuming th~t you are selected as a juror, and the t i!!:e 

comes when the ju::cy Cielibera.tes the question of the tuilt 

o:r innocence of the defendant, 'l:Jill you be able to · join with 

your fello·w jurors in a co:nplete discussion of all the facts 

~s you determine them to be here in this courtroom, with 

the vie~~ in mind of ar:riving at a fair and impartial verdict,, 

fair both to the State o:f' Ohio a..11.d the defendant Sam 

Sheppard? 

A Yes. 

Q Is there any reason that occurs to you now that you 

could not be fair e..ndimpartial to both sides in this case 

if you are £elected as a juror? 



:· A . No, I don 't kr.ou of any . 

~.3 . COPJUCZ..'\)T: Pass for cause,, 

Your Honor. 

'l'HE COURT: Counselor Bailey? 

VOIR DIRE EXluG:JAT:i:Olr OF YOLANDA COW.AN 

By Mr . Bailey : , 
·' 
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Q Mrs. Cowan, :!.n 1954 i::1hat ne1::spa pers did you ree.d> do 

you recall? 

A The Plain. Dealer and the Pr~ss. 

Q You got them both? 

A Yes. 

Q · Did you o rd i na1·ily read both papers daily yourself ? 

A Yes, I di . 

Q You read r:iost of the ne1·Js items that were printed 

there? 

A Sometimes the cc~!lplete item, sometimes the headline. 

Q Wa s it yom.· .ab:!. t i..11 those days to also rec.d the 

~ditorials that i·l.8l'e probably in that:me··rnpaper? 

· A Not always. 

Q Not alwa;y.s. Do ycu i·ecall '\~hether or not you read 

any editorials in cor-_Ylec'Cion l'Jith this case? 

A No, I do net. 

Q You don't remember? 

A t!o,, I don't. 

Q You read, of courne, that r.1a1·ilyn Shep ard had been 
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.. 
murdex~d by someone? 

'· 
A Right. 

Q And you read that ~!er husband was a ·doctor from Bay 

Village? 

A 'Yes, 

Q You reca ll, I assume, . that she i·Jas killed in her own 

home? 

A Right. 

Q. And there l..:o.s evidence, undisputed evidence, that he 

admitted he was there in the home "Nhen it happened, you re-

member that? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Do you recall any add itional facts about the defendant's 

b~ekground or his p:-tivate associations , anything other th::m 

his professional occupation? 

A No, sir, I do not v 

· Q Do you recall reading ~nything about the outside 

activities that he had been engaged in? 

A No, sir. 

Q You didn' t read any of that? 

A No. 

Q Do you recall rzading anything.to the extent about · 

to which he oid ol"' did not cooperate with .the officials 

in their investigation? 

A No, I did not read it that thol·oug.hly. 
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· Q Now, you have indica.ted that you from time to tin 

would discuss the She_upard case back when it '"as ~rant :C" ~·e 
" J, :..'"'o 

nelrn; you discussed his ar?est, is that right? 

A I beg your pa rdon? 

Q Ycu discuzsed the fact that he was arrested? 

A Right. 

Q And the fact t hat the Grand Jury indict'ed hL":l? 

A Right-

Q. And that he ~J n-i:; to trial? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you discuss 1·Jith any cf these people the result of 

that trial? 

A No, I don v t ::·e:::embe:r pa_·t icularly doing this. 

Q Well, you i ndicated that scme of them would f'rom tir:"ie 

to time express c:..n op inion a.bout the case? 

A ~es . 

Q I think in res9c .. 3e to a . question by Mr. Corrigan yo1.11:. 

said that ge.erally you did not? \ 

A That's right. 

Q Can ycu recall eve1~ saying to anyone, 11 I think he did 

it, 11 or, 11 I think he didn 9 t do it," or wcrds to that effect~ r .. 
\ 

A lfo, I did not. " ·. 

Q F.as there been a quest.ion in your mind for these past 

twelve years whether Ol' net Doctcr Sheppard was guilty? 

A I can't hone3tly say that I he.\'e .. .. th:o:.lght about it. 
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(i Q Did you bacK uhzn the verdic t came in give it s cne 

thought? 

A Probably did~ y0s. 

Q. 
I 

Do you reEenber h::..1ring any impres s ion as to ~·ihether or 

/ not I 
/ 

/ A No. 

'Q -- 'td1ethe r or not you had any? 

A No. 

Q In all the diGcussions i.'Jith thos e other people th~t 

were expressing t heir opinions? 

A Right. 

Q. But you did not? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you read anything about t he cas e recently? 

A No. 

Q Do you still take the Cleveland Pres s? 

A Right, and the Plain Dealer . 

Q Do you z·ead it? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q .Do you recall reading anyt hi ng about the case in 

January cf t his year? 

A No, I oo not. 

Q. Do you rec~ll reading anything about it :J.n June , 

something to do <:!.bout the Supreme Court? 

A No, sir , I do net . 
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'Q Did it cci:-:e to you1· attention a couple of' years ago 

through the ne1:rn media or some ether source that Doctor 

Sheppard had been released? 

A Yes • 

. Q You remer.ibe:r tta t? 

A .Yes, I do •. 
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A No, I must adi:iit I didn't . 

Q !1lrs . Cown;1 , you recall Mr . Corrigan reminding you 

that you have been giv()n instructions that the cH:fcnda:"l.t 

in every crL~inal case is presumad to be innocent? 

A Right. 

Q And you are a•J!.1.re, of course, that there has been a 

prior trial and th::tt thei·e lJ2.s a verdict unfavorable to the 

defendant, and -Chat has bGcn set aside . 

M::::-s . Coi::an, if Judge Talty instructs you that all 

.these prior procecdi~gs, everything that has happened from 

~he day the last t:rie.l started until today is a nullity, 

it is meaningless, it has no effect on whether or not the 

defendant is guilt.y in the outcc;Je of this case, and tr.at ii1e 

.are starting fresh, do you feel that you can accept that 

instruction and ·1:1ipe from your mind everything that you 

have heard? 

A Yes, I co. 

Q If in the course o: this trial a nd your deliber~tions 

, .. 
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(. as a juror, info~~aticn th1t you heard from some other 

som.4 ce should cccur to you, something you rerJembered from 

the newspapers or c.nother sou?ce, which conflicts with what 

has been said i n cou:rt in the testimony from the i.-Jitncss 

stand, do you feel . that you c a.'1 effectively wipe fro::n your 

mind any outside info~--mation that did not come cut in the 

course of this trial? 

A Yes, I co. 

Q Do you have ar1y difficultyin accepting the fact 

that Doctor Sheppard is 9~esu~ed innocent in the eyes of 

the l aw? 

A No, .I do not. 

Q Do you feel, 1-::rs. Co".iian, that you have a completely 

open mind about this case? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q ?.t,:r. Cor:ci{ian te.lked to you about the kinds cf evidenc 

that may appe9.r_, a..Yld he ment ioned that there would be 

perhaps some direct evidence or perhaps some circumstantial 

evidence,, and you indicated that you would accept circun-

stantial evidence under instructions of the Court. 

If youcre given circumsta..~tial evidence, that is~ 

sor:iething other than e.n eye witness ,, but a sel'ies of' fo.cts 

from which you are as.<:.ed to infer the guilt of the defend<:.n· :-

and you are instructed by the Court that only if 

point only to [f.Uilt o.n · .. ot to pc!:oi0lc r;uilt or 

those fact.~ 

pcssiole r 
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hi,.m 
innocence.) only then you convict;cn that circumstantial -I . 

evidence, will you ba able to follo"t'; that instruction? 

A Yes, I will. 

Q. Do you knm1 \·;ho Coroner Sam Gerber is? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q Do you r ecall reading at the time of' the prior trial 

and perhaps since scme of his state~ents about the case? 

A" · It has been a long time. 

Q, I understand. I take it your answer is no? · 

A That's rie;ht. 

Q Do you recall i:;;h0ther or not any o:r the names of' 

the police officers or detectives who were connected 1ith 

the case \·Jere familfa .. :e to you at the· tirne? 

A No., I dcn't l'er.ienber any of their names. 

Q Do you have ~n;;.r menber of your :family connected with 

lai~ enforcement? 

A No. 

Q. Your only exp~rience .) then, in a criminal ma:tter is 

"t>;hen you \·Jere t h.e •1ictim of a holdup which I take it ha s 

never baen solved? 

A Right. 

Q ·Do you t hink that that experience \·1ould in ai.•y '!:iay 

impair the i npo.rtio.lity of your judgment her·e? 

A Oh, no. 

Q Do you knc-i,.J ~,;!>at Doc tor Sheppard's occupation 't'Jas, 

.I 
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what kind of medicine he practiced before the slaying of 

his wife too~ place? 

A I know he rn:is a doc tor, but I do not know 1,.;h!"' t kind • 

Q Do you knm·J 1·1ha.t a!l c.st6cp3.th is, an csteophath:i..c 

physic ie..n? 

A I a m f a!nilie1· i:.;ith. t he word but net of' the proceduren . 

Q Well, do you hc.vc any op inion at the present tim3 as 

to whether an osteopath is d iffe:tent than a medical dee to~,, 

that is to say ,, \·Jhc·t.i-:er he is better or worse? 

A No, I don ft h:.'17e. an opinion . 

Q If Jud g8 T~lty ucre t o instruct you that a dccto1~ of 

ostc;oprt t riy: and a :-JG6ical doctor in the State of 0:110 3.l~e 

viewed exactly us 0qu9..2.s in the eyes of the law, so far <?..S 

examinations ~nd lic2n~Bs and for ev~ry purpose in connec­

tion with t his case,, can you accept that instruction? 

A Yes. 

Q And deal i;·Jith th:·m as equ<::.ls? 

A Yes, I could • 

. Q If it is a.:. _ 1•opl·iute , !-.rs. CcvJan, you will be in-

structed by t he Court th~t t h is defendant, like all de­

fendants, has a Cor.stitut.:..o~a.l right not to testify, and 

that no inference is to be t aken fr~m his silence. 

Now, if tne State of Ohio presents proof tht £;:arilyn 

Sheppard was murdered by soneone in her home , and th'""'c Deeter 

Sam Sheppard 't"1as t~i:=r~ , .... nd h e does not testify o.r.d docs no1 

·. 
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explain to y ou '.:Jh_;.t he lu..011;s c.bout this incident~ dcesn ~ t 

say whe:re h0 \.,;'as or i -:h"""t h~ did, h\3 just rc1::a.ins silent 

and does not p:c2sent his evidence , will you be able to 

f olloi~ the inst:cuct io:'l of Judge Talty as to his silenc e and 

not count one bit a3eins t hi m t he fact that he did not 

testify? 

A Yes, I will . 

Q Uill you be able t c appl y it to the extent that you 

would not i n you:i.· ow:.'l i:.1ir.d be at all suspicious of his 

silence? 

A Yes, I 'l;l ould . 

Q Do you f'cc l tha.t ~·cu unc1e:rs tand the rule I ha e 

described? 

A Right. 

Q Since you l:..s;,:vc become <::.l'mre that you ·were going to be 

a jul·or this r:10r~th, ha.v('; y ou t a l ked with anyone about t he 

Sheppard case genc:call y? 

A No • 

. ' Q Have you tal ked this case ~ver ·with your hub~ !:l.dd 

from time to til:ie? 

A Uot since 1951.l· . 

Q Do you hav~ a~y recollection of any opinions t hat he 

may have exnressed? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Iz it fair to s~y that he h~s taken no pos ition in 
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t h is matter? 

A Right. 

Q Mrs. Coi~an, d o y ou f ee_ any s ort of community pressure 

with res pect to your participation in t h is ca se:i in otl:e1· 

.words, do you f ee l t l:.c.t you are under a ny pressure to 

s a tisfy p. pr:;;conc e i ve:d notion cf;· Doc t or Sheppard 's guilt or 

innocence? · 

A No, I do not . 

Q If in t he jury rocr.1 you should find t hat t he v i c'l: s 

which you have taken f r o2:i t he ev idenc e a re not s hared by t.1c 

majority of your fellm-1 j m.•ors, fu"'ld evE:n after discuss ion 

a nd deliberation ::,1o u:;.~ jud.:;::ent re"~::i.ins t he same , do you 

think you would te ablG t o hold to th~t judgreent and vote 

as you believe not'.;it'.stand ing t 1e disagr eement of r-"os t of 

your confedera t es? 

A Ye s , I do. 
I 

Q It has bG~n s1id , ~·~:Ts. Cowan , t hat a tria l, esp~c i a llJ: 

a crimina l t rio.l, i s a s 0arch f or the truth, and · I t h b !t 

we all hope t hat thia wi l l be . 

' But i f a t t he c onclusion of the evidence it see~s 

uncel"ta i n t o you just wr:at the truth i s , whether Doc t or 

Sheppard did kil l his i.·1ife or did not kill h is wi fe , i.•; ill 

have a ny d ifficul ty i n ? e solv ing t hat doub t in favor of t e 

defendant ar.d f indin3 hit1 not gui lty? 

' ;1 
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TEE COUE'.i:': Sustained as to form. 

Q If Jud6c 'l'a:!.ty .'..n..3tri;cts you that nny reasonable 

. doubt you may have [;.'(; ti.1!:: conclusion of' the evidenc-:: must 

v 
resolved in r~Nor cf t .c d.efenC.ant r a thel· tha n the State _, 

do you think t ho.t you l:ill have ·a.viy dif'ficulty in abiding 

that instruc tic~? 

A No, I do not . 

Q. l·'.;rs. Co'::an, eincc you a.re assm.bled hera as a pa .el 

member for t ~ e Shz.:);;:2..:·d case yesterday -- I assume you he.vc 

given the mattc1· sc:r.e thot.:,sht -- and upon your cim sincGre 

reflection, do you feel that you can represent that you are 

fullyable to give this defendant a fair and i mpartial 

trial? 

A I certainly do. 

Z-ill o BA. ILEY: Pass fo:r cause. 

TIE COURT : Nrs. Gowan_, 't·1ould you 

be kind encugh~ please , to take the chair dire~tly 

behind Hr. Sev3rs. 


