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THE R.ULI:?F: ~11~. Vichill, if you 

will kindly seat yourself,, please . 

THEREUPON_, RALPH J. VICHILL,, a member 

of the procpective jury panel,, having been previ-

ously sworn, 'Nao: examined and testifi ed on voil· 

dire, as follows: 

TEE COURT: Good e..fternocn, 

Mr . Vichill. 

MR . VI CHILL: Good afternoon. 

TEE COURT; Hr o Vichill,, the 

la,.1yers here at the t::.~ial table wilL'. put~: certain 

questions to you,, and in answering th~se questions, 

Mr. Vichill, will you please keep your voice up 

so that each person in this room can hear your 

answexs. 

1..-m. VICHILL: Yes, sir . 

Tr-IE COWT: Is this your first 

time you have been called as a prospective · juror? 

HR . VIC}!ILL: Yes , it is.; 

THE COURT: J.l..nd are you a little 

nervous? 

?iffi . VICHILL: Little. 

THE COURT: If' you will just 
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si"l; back in tha chair and relax and lis ten to 

the quest ions, si::c, and answer them accurately 

and forthrightly. 

If the l awyer believes another question . 

is necessary, he i'iill put the question or a series 

or questions 'to you . 

You under~tand that, do you not, sir? 

MR . VICEILL: Yes. 

Tifil COURT: I~ow , · each person in 

the room must hear your answers . !·ll". Romito, our 

court reporter here , must report what you say, 

so you cannot just nod your head. You will have 

to respond audibly . 

J:.1.'R • VIC!ULL: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Do 'l..ie understand 

each other? 

MP. . VICHILL: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. 

Counselor Corrigan or Spellacy? 

VOIR DIRE EXAMIWATION OF Rf..LPH J. VICHILL 

By Mr. Corrigan: 

Q Will you state your nane, please, in full? 

A Ralph James Vichill. 
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If' you ·will talk ioud enough so that the foU:.s in t he 
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back of tha courtroo:::i co.n hear you, ·wa will a ll be able to 

hear you. Understand that? 

A Yes. 

Q. Where do you live? 

A 652 Quilliams Road , Cleveland Hei ghts, Ohio. 

Q How long have you lived at thut address? 

A One year . 

Q · Where did you live p:rio1~ to living there? 

A Euclid, Ohio. 23821 Lakeshore Boulevard. 

Q How long did you live at that address in Euclid, Ohio': 

A Five years. 

Q. · Wl"l.ere did you live befo1·e that? 

A On 146th St::.·eet in. East Cleveland. 

Q How long did you live at tha t address? 

A About t\·10 years • 
• 

Q Where did you live i n 1954? 

A In 1954, my residence l~as !·Caple Heights, Ohio. I 11as 

in attendance at Cornell University at that time. 

Q You ·will have to keep your voice up, pleasa. 

A Sorry. 

Q. How old are you? 
I 
• 

A I am thirty-th~ce. 

Q, Did you attend school in the Greater Cleveland area?· 

A Maple Heights High School . 

Q You finished thera in i1ha.t yea r? 
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A 1950. 

Q · Are you mar:ried, sir? 

A Yes, sir, I a.u . 

Q Do you have a fa.oily? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q How many children, and t-:hat are their ages? 

A I have four children, and their ages are six, four, 

four, and one. 

Q And what is your employment, sir? 

A Quality Control Engineer for General Electric Company . 

Q How long have you been so eriployed? 

A .About eleven yea.rs. 

Q Where are they located? 

A Nela Park, Eant Cleveland, Ohio. 

Q ' Is your iJife employed outside of the household? 

A She has a part-time job with J. C. Penney Company. 

Q This is a clerk~ I take it? 

A She is a Home Decorator Consultant? 

Q I see; and what store of the J. C. Penney chain does 

she ·work in? 

A The Northfield Plaza Center. 

Q In 1954, did you have occasion to read anything about 

the Sheppard case in the newspapers? 

A Very little. 

Q Did you read anything in any oagazines? 



A I dm1 9 t believ.:; so . I don 1 t recall for sure. 

Q. Did you eve1 .. read any books in connection with t hat 

case? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Since 1954, hure you had occasion to read anything 

about it in the nmn:p.:=.pers? 

A One or t·wo cccc.eions l 1 ecently . 

Q Just yes o~ no. 

A Yes. 

Q Have you had occasion to heax something about it on 

radio or see anything on television about it? 

A Yes. 

Q, That \'Jhich you have read in the papers and heard and 

seen on television a.11.d :radio;;.; did you .follo't·l it quite 

extensively or closely? 

A No,, sir. 

Q Have you had occasion to discuss this case with you1· 

wife or any members of you:r family? 

A No,, sir. 

Q Or other acquaintances? 

A No,, sir. 

Q · Have you had occasion to have ethers expi"ess an 

opinion to you or talk to you about it? 

A I believe s o. 

Q, On how many occas ions have you heard others express 
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opinions in ccrm~ctioti. 1- ith this r..iatter? 

A Very .fe~J . 

Q .Apprc:citla'ccly hcH many? 

A Thxec or four. 

Q, Were these opinions pe1·suasive in any mann.er? 

A l~o, Sil'". 

Q, Did you respond in a.r;y manner to these opinions t hat 

were exp1·essed to you? 

A Mc, sir. 

Q Did you yourself ever formulo:c.e an opinion preclicatec 

on what you hen.:rd f::c.·on others, lihat you :read , er fror.1 c:my 

source 't':ha.tever? 

A Ho, sir. 

Q Any members of your family or any of your close 

relatives or acquaintances , members of law enf'crccment 

agencies? 

A lio, sir. 

Q Do you know anybody in the Prosecuting Attorney's 

Office? 

A No.:1 sir. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Do you knou a.11Ybody in the County Coroner 0s Office? 

Mo, sir.. · 

The Sheriff's Office? · 

No,, sir. 

Do you y.now Doctor Srun Sheppurd? 

~ : . 
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A . Mo, sh·. 

Q Do ycu lmow his counsel, Mi- v Russell Sherman? 

A r~o, s i r a 

Q, Or l.1r. Lee Bailny? 

A Uo, s i r. 

Q, If his Honor Judge Talty instructs ycu that t he l~:o 

provides that a defeno~nt in a c riminal matter i n pr esuncd 

to be innocent; unles::: and until proven guilty beyond a 

reasonable doubt, ,,muld you a cce:pt that instruction of the 

law? 

A Yes, I would. 

Q Uould you be able to follow that and presu!:"1e this 

defenda nt f rom this day forth innocent unless and until the 

Sta te proves him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt ? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you kno~,J any :members of the prospective jury that 

a.re in the j ury box now? 

A No, I do not. 

Q, If you ara selectsd as a me:u::ber of t h is jury _, ~-muld 

you be able t o, if it re~ched t he point whe re you "Vzould be 

call.ed upon t o deliberate in this matte r_, ·would you be able 

·"' to discuss all of the fac ts and the t es t imony, t he evidence~ 

as you det er mine them to be i n thi s courtroom, fully and 
· 1 

completely uith youl'" fellow jurors? ' \ 
\. 

A I bel ieve so. I 
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Q And would you do th:l.:i a vie:;r in mind of' ari-iving at 

a fair und imparti~l verdict, f a ir to both the defenda..~t 

and the State cf Ohio? 

A Yes. 

Q I anticipate that Judr;~ Talty "1ill instruct you that 

th~re ai·e severa l kind:J of evidence,, direct evidence and 

circumstantial evidence . 

He ·will tell you tho..t di:;o2ct GVidence is that ;·;hich 

we :percei'\re by our senses , that wl'lich ' ·ie see or ,.!e feel or 

we tcuch 01· we hzar ~ 

Circumstantial e'"',ridence is differentiated f'rom direct 

evidence in that i t is <:. conclusion that we arrive at fr m 

a set of :f'acts. 

For example, if at noon tir!!e when you came in ·coc1ay ,, 

tha sun was shining,, and the streets we1·e dry, the:: ·:building.J 

a.nd the lawns and t_:c tre8s were dry,, and if you had no 

opportunity to lock out of tle buildL~g, nor did you go 

. ~ 

out o:f' tha building until l~ o'clock this afternoon,, but 

\·Jhen you got out thci~e you found that the streets were i·Jet, 

and the trees and the lc..1ms e..nd the buildings a.11d ev.erythin g 

generally was wet, i·c would follow, would it not,, in the 

normal sense of things,, that it had rained s omet ime between 

noon and four otclock? 

A Yes, sir. 

~ Though you had not s een it rain. But from all of 
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those facts you t;culd a.rrive at thn.t ult:L.10.te reasonable 

conclusion., would ycu not? 

.A Yes, sir. 

Q. This is \·Jhat t1e oean by circumstantial evic<;:nce .. 

A Yes •. 

Q. , On the other hand , if' you sau only t he street \·!S.S \·~et , 

it mey have rained, bu·t soti6body nay have hosed do•m the 

street, Ol4 a stree t cleaner r!ay hci.ve gene actm ·t1ith a, t·;:i.ter 

truck, or it may he:.vG rained , so there 1wuld be sever~l 

possible inferences from that set of facts,, and the Court 

would tell you in tha:t instance that t hat would not be 

substantial eYic1ence ··hat you cculd acc ept, because i·c le_ t 

itself, circut1~te.ntial evidencG, because it lends itself to 

many inferences, or more than one inference . 

So it would not properly be proven, to come to the 

conclusion ~hat in fact it rained and that is allo 

T'ae Court lWUld instruct you to disregard ch"cumstan-

tial evidence of t.ho.t so:rt. 

Could you a~cept that instruction? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, 

A 

Do you have a family doctor,, sir? 

Yes. 

I. 

Q 
\ 

Is he an M. D. or an osteopathic physician or surgecr;i'?:: 

A M. D. 

Q Do you kno·w '\'!hat an osteovath is? 

: 
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A I bel ieve so.. 

Q .fu::suming t ! <lt in this casa m:: 1:1oul d have t E:stimony 

by medica l doctc::s, n.nd cn·ceop.o:tr.i:; ,, and a.cnuti ing i'ur the:r 

that Judge Talty woul<l instruct you that whether t he man 

be an os t e opath or an ~-~ . D ... ,, that in t he la.w beth of t hese . 

professions a _ e equal, would you c ause yourself' to g i "tle 

grea ter be l ievability or greate1· i·Jeigl1t to t he test imcny 

of one o! those r1Gn, sir.1ply because he 't·~as an M. D. , or 

~itlply because he i:o.s an osteopath? 

A :Hot sli1ply because he was one or the othe r o 

Q In other 't';o:rds, you woul d app:roach h im a s you \·Jould 

approach any other 1dtness, and employ your everyr"iay co!'..'il.:-:01. 

sense in dete:rmin~ \·zhether er net t o believe .h im and hcu 

much to bel ieve, or uh~ther t o believe it all or none? 

A Yes . 

Q. Now, I a.nticipn.te that poli c e officers or .:::gcve:rn-

mental · offic ic..ls will testify i n their official c apn.city ; 

if this i s s o, uould you cause y cursel.f t o give greater 

believability to such a xvitness simply because he i s a 

policeman or a governr:lental officia1? 

\ 
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A lro. 

Q, So here again you would put him on a plane \·J ith all 

witness es? 

A Yes . 

Q The Ccuz·t tiould i nstruct y ou, of course , t hat you 

I \ 
I 
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t1ould tc.ke into ccnsi ·,e:ration tho inter est or the l a c k of 

inter~st of a upecific '!:Jitness in the cas e; i·muld ~rou follo't· 

that instruct i on? 

A Yes . 

A Yes . 

Q, Will you tell u::. how y o ' coma t o kno-~1 i.1he1·e t hat 

hospital is l ocated? 

A I frequently dri1te out L«:.kc Road . 

Q, When you say f:;,,•equcntly , hov: of t en? 

A Oh, once every othe? month, approx i r.aat ely. 

Q, In t h z ccm. .. ec of . cl:tiving out that '!.m y, I take i t o.t 

tiraes you have been 1·1ith others in the automobile? 

A Yes. 

Q Has t he fa.ct that you passGd that hospital c i:i.uscd you 

to engage in conyerse.tion about that hospita l 'l'Iith othe_·.,,? 

A Sitlp ly t hat it was Doctor Sheppard's hospital. 

Q Keep your voice up . 

A Simply that it was Doct or Sheppard's hospital. 

Q, So on t hose occanions you would Doctor Sheppard and 

Bay View Hospital~ is that right'Z 

A No further than the statement I just made. 
1: 

Q Did you c ome t o know 't·;l~ere Doctor Sheppard and I' 
UirilY,r 

j , 
I· 
I \ 

Sheppard had l ived in that vicinity? 

A !~o, sir. , i 
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Q Do you kn01J ot hc _• mcmbe:cs o.f the s ... eppa.i:d f ar:iily ? 

A ifo. 

Q Now, \·Jhen you h.:.a i ndicated t hat you had sone discuss· on~: 

simply that this -wa.s Docto1: Sheppard 's hospital, i f' ·che Court 

instructs you t hat this hospital did not belong to Doctor 

Sheppard, that he ncrely ·wo:rked at the hospital, vould you 

accept that i nst :ruc tion? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: Proceed, Counselor. 

?.ffi.. C ORRIGAH: Beg pa rdon? 

TIIB COURT: Pl ease p:coceed .. 

Q If tha Court i ::ist1·ucts you t hat it would be your cuty 

a.."!d your :func t i on ·i;o put out of y our mind a bsolutely any 

information that you ha.ve f r or.1 uha.t ever source, pred icate 

your judgment solel y on the evidence and the testimony th~t 

t'lill be produced in this courtroo~ ,, would you be able to 

follow that instruction? 

A Yes. 

Q. You see,, i f we i:·:e:s.·e t o rely on that which 1·1e r e3.d in 

the newspapel· or a r.m.gazine ,, or tha t 't'Jhich \'7e heard f r om 

somebody else ,, we don't lmow where these people got t he i r 

in:f'orma:tion fr cm ,, m~ don 't lmoi-1 whether they fabricated i t , 

't"ihether it is t r ue er not true ,, it is not under oa t h , so 't"Je 

' I 

cannot attest any c redibility to t hat ' ·1hich we hea rd f ron 
. . 

some other sources, and that is the r eason for the rul j o.r..c 
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you understand th1t? 

A Yes. 

Q. The l m'J fUl''"cher p ··ovides that in a crirainal case a 

defendant is not cor.ipclled to be a t·1itness against himself, 

and the :fact tha t he is not a witness azainst himself or 

chooses not to be, may not b.e construed by you as any evic1e:1:!e 

whatever, and pa.1'ticulal'lY as ~ny evidence of his guilt., anc1 

ii' the Court so i."1.structc ·you, would you accept th.:it 

instructicn? 

A Yes. 

Pass for cause,, 

·your Honor .. 

TIIE C O'URT : Counselor Bailey 

of She:c::ia.n? 

VOIR DIPX ~~J1IEATION OF R.ttLPH J. VICP.:ILL 

~! Mr~ B'.liley : 

Q Mr. Vichill, I talce it you are aware that thGre was 

an earlier trial? 

A Yes. 

Q And a higher court has set ~side tha result of that 

t;eial? 

A 

Q 

A 

Yes. 

Would you keep your voice up, please? 

Excuse me~ Yes. 
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_, Q. If this Court instructs you that in. considering the 

merits o~ this . case~ the <2!!1tirc proccedL.~gs from the day 

the last trial stn..r'-~:l U:.ltil the day thia Gt.:irted.:> arc void 

and meanin2:less ,, er nc signif'ic a.vice, could you accept '·hat 

c..nd ccn.scientiously .9ply it to your 01-m deliberations, and 

attach no signific~mcc t·:hatsoever to what happened be:fo:re? 

A Yes. 

Q, I t ake it you ha.ve no difficulty -- notwithsto.nding 

't·Jha..~ever you may h.'.lVG he~rd -- :L"'l according tc DcctOJ." Sheppet. ··d 

a presuopticn th~t he is ilmcce:nt right ri,c-;,1? 

A Yes. 

Q, You are a Qur.:.lity Cont-·ol Engineer; t·Jha.t soxt of 

p<uticular i.;o rk co0s that invol ve at Genernl Electric? 

A Well, 'l:·Je mo.nufactura light bulbs , and my 't-Jorl~ is 

scl!lC't'iha.t routine , sor.1et1he.t trouble-shooting, some-\ihi!t cf a 

test nature. I have many duties. 

Q Do you have an engineering background, educational 

~a.ckground? 

A Yes. 

Q, And th.at was at Cornell? 

A Yes. 

Q,..- You graduated in. about '54 or '55? 

A t57. 

Q '57? . 

A Yes. 
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~· Q, Were you in the s~l'Vice at all? 

A Uo. 

Q Do you know of any reason "ti;hy you can't give Doctol" 

Sheppard and the State o-Z Ohio a completely :fair and il'.1parti1l 

and objective trial? 

A, No, I don 8 t knm:J of any xen.son. 

llR • B.AILE'l: Pass for ca.use. 

J.~ay I see Counselors? 

Will you r.&~ain sca:cc-d , please,. 

(Thereupon Counnel and the Court conferred at the 

Court's bench, out of the hearing of the jury par.cl, 

as follows :) 

THE COURT: Gentlemen, as I read 

my notes ., it is my belief that both the State of 

Ohio and the defense have exhausted their per-

emptory ch~llznecs . Is that your understanding, 

Mr. Corrigan? 

That is correct. 

Tl'ZE COURT: Is that your under-

stand mg, ~-!:" . :Bail ey? 

I have used four. 

The reason I qualify my answer., your Honor, is 

because we have t aken the position that one of 

those should have been a challenge for cause. 

THE COURT: Yes, but you 
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