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TR PAILIPT Mrs Vichill, if you
wlll kindly seat yocurself, please.

THEREUPON, RALPHI J. VICHILL, a menmber
of the prospective jury panel, having been previ-
ously sworn, uas examined and testified on voir

dire, as follous:

118 COURT; Cood afternoon,

Mr., Vichill.

MR, VICHILL: . Cood afterncon.
THE COURT: Mr, Vichill, the

lauyers here at the trial table williputicertailn
questions to you, and in answering these questions,
Mr. Vichill, will you please keep your voice up

so that each person in this room can hear your

answuers.
MR. VICHILL: Yes, sir.
TIE COURT: Is this your first

time you have been called as a prospective- juror?

MR. VICHILL: Yes, it is.

\.
THE CCURT: And are ycu a little
nervous?
MR, VICHILL: Little.

THE COURT: If you will just
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51t back in the chair and relax and listen to
the questicons, sir, and ansuer them accurately
and forthrightly.

If the lawyer believes another question
is necessary, he will put the question or a series
of questlons to you.

Yeou understand that, do you not, sir?

MR, VICHILL: Yes.

THE COURT: Now, each person in
the roon must hear your answers. Mr. Romito, our
court reporter hesre, must report what you say,
so you cannoct just nod your head. You will have
to respond audibly.

MR, VICHILL: Yes, sir.

TIHE COURT: Do we understand
each other?

MR, VICHIIL: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: " Thank you, sir.

Counselor Corrigan or Spellacy?

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION OF RALPH J. VICHEILL

By Mr. Corrigan:

Ry et

Q Will you state your name, please, in full?
A Ralph James Vichill.

Q If you will talk loud encugh so that the folks in the|




~ back of the couriroon can hear you, we will 21l be able to

hear ycu. Understand that?
Yes.
Where do you live?
€52 Quilliems Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio.
How long have you lived at that address?
One year.
Where did ycu live priocr to living there?

Euclid, Chio. 23821 ILakeshore Boulevard.

Plve years.

Where did you live before that?

On 146th Street in East Cleveland.

How long did you live at that address?
About twe years.

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q How long did you live at that address in Euclid, ChiocY
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q Where did you live in 19542
A In 1954, my residence was Mapls Heights, Ohioc. I was
attendance at Cornell University at that time.
You will have to keep your voice up, please.

Sorry.

in

Q

A

Q How o0ld ars you?
A I am thirty-three,

Q Did you attend schecol in the Greater Cleveland area?
A Maple Heights High School., : o
Q

You finished there in what year? : j




she work in?

A

Q

the Sheppard casc in the newspapers?

A

Q

-About eleven years.

1950.

Are you married, sir?

Yes, sir, I an.

Do you have a family?

Yes, I do.

How many children, and what are their ages?

I have four children, and their ages are six, four,

and cne.
And what is ycur employment, sir?
Quality Ccntrol Engineer for General Electric Ccmpany.

How long have you been so employed?

Where are they lccated?

Nela Park, East Cleveland, Ohio.

Is your wife employed outside of the househecld?
She has a part-time Job with J. C. Penney Company.
This is a2 clerk, I take it?

She is a Heme Decorator Consultant?

I sece; and what store of the J. C. Penney chain does

The Northfield Plaza Center.

In 1954, did ycu have cccasion to read anything about

Very little.

Did you read anything in any magazines?




I don't believe so. I den't recall for sure.

-

Did you ever read any books in connectien with thaz
Yo, I did not.
Since 1S54, have
Cne or two occasions recently.

Just yes or no.

Yes.

Have you had occasion to hear something about it on

or see anything on television about it?

Yes.

That which you have read in the papers and heard and

seen on televisicn and radioy.did you follow 1t quite

extensively or closely?

A

Q

No, sir.

Have you had cccasion to discuss this case with your

wife or any members of your family?

A

Q
A
Q

No, sir.
Or other acguaintances?
No, sir.

Have you had cccasion to have others express an

opinion to ycu or talk to you abcut it?

A
Q

I believe so.

On how many occasions have you heard others express
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opinions in ccancctiocn with this matter?

Very feu.

Approxinztely how many?

Three or four.

Were these opinicns persuasive in any manner?

Ko, sir,

o > & > O >

Did you respond in anhy manner to these opinions that
were expressed tc you?

A Yo, sir.

Q Did you yourself ever formulate an opinion predicated
on what you heard fron others, what you read, cr from any
scurce wvhatever?

A No, sir.

Q Any members of your family or any of your close

relatives or acquaintances, members of law enfercement

agencies?

A No, sgir.

Q Do you knowu anybody in the Prosecuting Attorney's
Office?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know anybody in the County Coroner's Office?
A No, sir.

Q The Sheriffl's 0ffice?

A Mo, sir,

Q Do you kncw Doctor Sam Sheppard?




No, sir.
Do you knocw hils ccunsel, Mr. Russell Sherman?
No, sir.
Or Mr, Lee Palley?

No, sir.

o = o > O P>

If his Honor Judge Talty instructs you that the law
provides that a defendant in a criminal matter is presuncd
to be innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt, would you accept that instruction of the
law?

A Yes, I would.

Q Would you be able to felleow that and presume this
defendant froa this day forth innccent unless and until the
State proves hinm guilty beyond a reasonable doubt?

A Yes.

Q Do you knou any members of the prospective jury that
are in the Jury box now?

A No, I do not.

Q If you are selected as a mexber of this jury, would
you be able to, if it reached the point where you would be
called upon to deliberate in this matter, woculd you be able
to discuss all of the faets and the testimony, the evidence
as you determine them to be in this courtroom, fully and
completely with yocur fellcw Jurors?

1
A I believe so. \
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Q And would yeou dc this a view in mind of arriving at
& falr and impartial verdict, falr to both the defendan
and the State of Chilc?

A Yes.

Q I anticipate that Judge Talty will instruct you that
there afe several klnds of evidence, direct evidence and
circunstantial evidence.

He will tell you that direct evidence is that which
we perceive by cur scnses, that which we see or we feel or
we touch or we hear.

Circumgtantial evidence 1s differentiated freom direct
evidence in that it is a conclusion that we arrive at from
a2 set of facis.

For example, if at noon time when you came in today,

the sun was shining, and the streets were dry, the:building

and the launs end the tress were dry, and if you had no
cpportunity to lcck cut of the building, nor did you go
out of the building until 4 o'clock this afternoon, but

when you got out there yocu fcund that the streets were wet,

and the trees and the 1awn5 and the buildings and everythin

generally was wet, it would follcocu, would it not, in the
normal sense of thinzs, that it had rained sometime betuce
noon and four olclock?

A Yes, sir.

[H]

Q Though you had not seen it rain. But from all of

- —r™- . - PO SP— T —



905

those facts you would arrive at that ultimate reasonable

conclusion, would ycu not?

A Yes, sir.

Q This is what we nean by circumstantial evidence.

A Yes.

Q - On the other hand, if you saw only the street waz wet

it may have rained, but scmebody may have hesed doun the

street, or a street clcaner may have gone down with 2 wate

]

truck, or it may have razined, so there would be several
possible inferences from that set of facts, and the Court
would tell you in that instance that that would not be
substantial evidence that you cculd accept, because it lent
itself, circumstantial evidence, because it lends itself ¢
many infercnces, or more than cne inference,

So it would not properly be proven, to comz to the
conclusion that in fact 1t rained and that 1s all.

The Court would instruct you to dlsregard circumstan-
tial evidence of that sort.
Could you accept that instruction?
Yes, sir.
Do you have & family doctor, sir?
Yes.
Is he an M. D. or an ostecpathic physicilan or surgecn

M. D.

o > o > o >

Do ycu knew what an oéteopath is?
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professicns are sgual, woulid you cause yourself to give

A I believe so.
Q Assuning that in this case ¥

1¢ would have testimeny

by medical doctcrs,

I

nd ecsteopaths, and assuning further

that Judge Talty weould instruct you

that whether the man

be an csteopath or an M. D., that in the law beth of thsse

greater believabllity or greater usight to the testinmeny
of one of those ncn, sinply because he was an M. D., or

sinply because he was an ogteopath?

A Not simply because he waes one or the other.
Q In cother words, ycu would approach him as ycu would

approach any other witness, and enmploy your everyday comn

ry vy

sense in deternming whether or not to believe him and heu
much to believe, or whether to believe it all or none?
A Yes.

Q Now, I anticipate that pclice officers or govern-
nental officials will testify in their offlcial capacitys
if this is so, uwould you cause yourself to give greater
believability to such a witness simply because he is 2

policeman or & governmental officilal?

A ilo.

Q So here again you would put him on a plane with all
witnesses?

A Yes.

Q The Court would instruct you, of course, that you
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‘would %“ake into consileration the interest or the lack of

interest of a specific witness in the cace; uwould you follaoy .

that instruction?

A Yes.

Q Do you kncu where Doy View Hospital is located?
A Yes.

Q Will you tell us how you cone o know where that

hospital is lccatza?

A I frequently drive out Lake Read,

-Q : When you say frequently, how often?

A Oh, once every other month, approximately.

Q In the course of driving cut that way, I take it at

times you have been with cthers in the automobile?

A Yés.

Q Has the fact that you passcd that hospital causcd you
to engage in conversation about that hospital with others?

A Simply that it was Dector Sheppard’s hospital.

Q Keep your voice up.

A Simply that it was Dector Sheppard's hospital.

Q So on those cccasions you would Doctor Sheppard and .
Bay View Hospital, is that rigat?

A Wo further than the statement I Jjust made.

Q Did you come to know where Doctor Sheppard and maril%n
Sheppard had lived in that vicinity? ;; \

A ' Mo, sir,
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Q Do you know other members of the Sheppard family?
A Vo.
Q Now, when you had indicated that you had some discussi

simply that this was Docctor Sheppardts hospital, 4if the Count

instructs you that this hospital did not beleng to Doctor
Sheppard, that he meraly worked at the hogpital, would you
accept that instruction?

A Yes,
THE CGURT: Proceed, Counselor.
MR, CORRICAN: Beg pardon?
TiE CCURT: Please proceed.
Q If the Ccurt instructs you that 1t would be your cuty

and your functicn to put out of your mind absolutely any
information that you have from whatever scurce, predicate
your judgment solely on the evidence and the testimeny tha
uwill be produced in this courtroom, would you be able to
follow that instruction?

A Yes.

Q You see, if we were to rely on that which we read in
the newspaper or a magazine, or that which we heard from
scnebody else, we dontlt know where these people got their
information from, we don't know whether they fabricated it,
whether it is true or not true, it is not under cath, so wue
camot attest any credibility to that which we heard fron

some other sources, and that is the reason for the rulej and




you understand that?

A Yes.
Q The lay further provides that in a crinminal case a
defendant is not compelled to be & witness against himself,
and the fact that he is not a witness against himself or
chooses not to be, may not be construed by you as any eviden
whatever, and‘particularly as any evidence of his gullt, and
1f the Court so instructs you, would you accept that
instfucticn?
A Yes.

MR, CCRRICGAN: Pass for cause,

‘your Heonor.
TIE COURT: Ccunselor Bailey

of Sherman?

VOIR DIRE EXAUTWATICN OF RALPH J. VICH

By Mr. Balley:

Q Imr. Vichill, I take 1t you arec aware that there was

an earlier trial?

A Yes.

Q And a higher court has set aside the result of that
trial?

A Yes.,

Q Would you keep ycur volice up, please?

A Excuse ne., Yes.

[
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:Q If this Court instructs you that in considering the

merits of this.case, the entlire proceedings from the day

the last trial started until the day this started, are void

and meaningless, cf no significance, could you accept that

and censcientliously apply it to your cun deliberaticns, and

attach no significance vhatsoaver to what happened before?

A Yas.

Q I take it you have no difficulty -- notuithstanding

whatever you nmay have heard -- in according to Deetor She

I-J--.'_-Pp tad

a presumption that he is innccent right nou?

A Yes.

Q You are a Quality Ceontrol Engineer; what sort of
particular work doss that involve at General Electric?
A Well, we monufacture light bulbs, and my work is
somewhat routine, scmewhat trouble-shooting, somevhat of a
test nature. I have many dutles.

Q Do you have an engineering background, educaticnal

background?

—

Yes.

: g
And that was at Cornell? §

You graduated in about 'S4 or 1552
157,
1572

:pp:a-‘:?:b@?'

Yes.

!"’fl'
Yes. e
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‘Q

A
Q

Were you in the zervice at 2ll?
Yo.

Do you know of any reason why you can't give Doctor

Sheppard and the State of Ohio a completely fair and imparti

and objective trial?

A

No, I don't know of any  eason.

IR, BAILEY: Pags for cause,.
THE COURT: lzy I see Counselors

Will yeu remain scated, please.
(Thereupon Councel and the Court conferred at ¢
Court's bench, cut of the hearing of the Jury parcl,
as fcllous:)

. THE COURT: Gentlemen, as I read
ny notes, 1t is my belief that both the State of
Ohlo and the defense have exhausted their per-

emptory challenges., I

(]

that your understanding,

" Mr, Corrigan?

}R. CORRICGAN: That 1s ccrrect.
THE CCURT: Is that your under-

standing, i, Bailey? |
MR, BATLEY: ) I have used four,

The reasen I gualify my ansuer, your Honor, is L

because we have taken the position that one of

those should have been a challenge for cause.

TIIE COURT: Yes, but you ==

7
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