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LatnAUPUE '.'.I il ‘a_‘T A SPII\H#III, a
pemberrof the prespective Jury panel, having
been previcusly sworn, was examnined and testifie

on voir dire, as fcllous:

THE CCURT: Good afterncon, Mr.
Spinelli.
MR, SEINELLI: Goocd afternoon, sir.

TE® COURT: ¥r. Spinelli, the
lawyers are going to ask you some questions, and
will you kesp your voice up, sir, so thatceach

&ne of us in the rocm may hear you.

MR. SPINELLI: Yes, sir.
TS COURT Mr. Spinelli, you

will remember that you are under oath when you

respond to these questions. =
VR, SPINELLI: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Thank yog, sir.

Counselor Spellacy cr Corrigan?

VOIR DIRC EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL A. SPINELLI

Snellacy:

Q

nane?
A

Q

For the record will you please tell lMr. Romito your

My name is Hichael Anthony Spinelli.

‘Would you spell your last nanme, please?




aid you 1live?
Cleveland.
Whereabouts in Cleveland?
109th Strezst, Cleveland.
Are you married, sir?
Yes, sir.
Do you have any children?
Yes, sir.

How many, and thelr names and ages?

I have filve children of my oun, and two that I took

I have five of my own, and two that I took in.,

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q@ @ Pardon me?
I A

Q Are these children home yet?

A All but one, the cldest boy.

Q What 1s his name end age, please?

A Stephen Spinellil, tuenty years old.

Q  Tuenty ysars cld?

A Yes, sir.

Q

Dees he live in Cleveland?

323
' A  S~p-i-n-e-1-1-1.

Q Where do you live, six?

A 18401 Dalewocod, 2aple Haights.

Q How long have you lived at that address?

A Tuelve years.

Q Prior to living on Dalewocd in Maple Heights, where

in
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”A.

Yes, sir, in Maple Helghts,
Q Vhat are the names aad ages of the other children?
A Well, I have lMichael Angelo Spinelli, he is seventeen.

Then I have t

wo doughter she 1is tuelve,
and Laura Spinelli, she is nine, and then the two children
that I took iIn, larie De Pasquals and Linda D¢ Pasquale.
Tagy are sevent teen andé eighteen.
Q Is Mrs. Spinelli enmployed cutside the home?
A No, gir.
Q Has she ever heean employed outslide the home recently?
A No, sir.

THE COURT: Just releax, Mr.

Spinelli.

Q Ve are aski these gquestions, Mr

ng you
to pry into your private

that will ke

iy

fair to bot
Yes, sir.
Are you employed,

Yes, sir.

B0 B e @ s ek

Yhere are you emplcyed?

Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company.
Houw long have ycu worked there?
Eightecn years.

What are your duties there?
Supervisory capacity.

s,D&meSMnﬁlL

..

. Spinelli, nct

affairs, but just teo obtain a Jjury
u

des

h si

here; do you uynderstand

thay

?T-

il e

Spinelli?

L}
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where

Q

Pardon me?

Supervisory cagacity,

lou long have you held this position?
I was hired as a superintendent.

What.typs of busin:

W
[4:]

Iron Ore handlers, shipping.
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No, I work decun at the repair shop in the flats.

Where in the fiats would that be?

‘Off of Columbus Road.

Prior to uorking for Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company,
did you work?

I was in the service,

What branch of the service?

The Navy.

Tou understond, sir, this is the case of the State of

Chio versus Sam Sheppard, do you understand that?

A

Q
A

230, that's all, but I nevor went into details, read it in

Yes.
Have you read anything about this case?

No, not too much ocutside of just the headlines years

detail.

Q

Have you ever cipreszed or had an opinion relative to

W

°s are Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company

i ead,

-3
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this case based cn what you have read?

A No, sir.
8) Do you feel, sir, that if se

sclected as a Juror here,
you would confine yourself tc Jjust what transpires here in

this courtrocn?

A Yes, sir.
Q And declde thz case solely cn the facts and the evi-

dence presented here in this courtroonm?

A Yesg, sir.

Q Have you ecver been a witness in any kind of a case,
civil or criminal?

A I was-in a civil; a witness in a civil case for ocur

company when a fellow got hurt. That was all.

Q Vhen was that, sir?
A About 1958, I believe.
Q Would that expeiience prevent you freom serving as a

failr and impartial jJjurcr here?

A Yo, sir.

Q . Has any wmember of your faunlly ever been a witness in
either a civil or criminal case?

A Yo, sir.

Q Have you ever sat as a jurcr before?

A No, sir. PFirst tine.

Q You understand that iT seliected as a Juror, that your
Job will be, &s tricr of the Tacts, you determine whet the
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“true facts are?
A Yes, sir.

Q You see, there are two

o

parts to the lawsuit. What yeou

do will be to detcrnine the faets, you the jury, and you and

you alone will determine what the facts are.

A Yes, sir.

o

And you do that by using your --

A Common sanza.
Q ~=your cocmmcn sense, andreveryday experience that you

use when you ncet somecng at work for the first time, or

you meet somecne shorping, ycu size them up as to their

deneanor, éheir candor, their believability and their credi-

bility; and you can accept all ¢f what they say, part of
what they say, or you can disregzrd all their testinony

completely if you wuant.

A Yes, sir.

Q That is your prercsmative as a2 Juror, you understand

that?

"A . ¥Hes; siv.

Q Egqually import s you nust as a Juror, take the law

that Judge Talty glves to you, understand that? !

A Yes, sir.

Q A%t the conclusion of the case after all the evidercei

is in, Judze Talty wiil glve you instructions of law. ‘

Ve 211 hove our onn ideas as to what the law is or !
|
|
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"fihat it might be or what it should be.
Can you accept the law that Judze Talty givbs to you

and disregard any ideas ycu might have?

A Yes, sir,
Q 1 anticipate that Judge Talty will tell you that the
defendant in a criminal case is presumed to be innccent

until proven guilty, and the State of Ohic has the burden

e e heaa

o

prove him gullty beyond a reascnable doubt?
Yes.

Do you understand that?

Yes, sir.

And will yio follow that instruction of lau?

b O P & »

Yes, sir.

o

I anticipate that Judgs Talty will tell you that
there are varicus kinds of evidence, what we refer te as
direct evidence, and what we refsr to as circumstantial

evidence, and if Judgs Talty tells you that cirvuﬂu‘ antisl

}

evidence is Just as good and Just as binding as direct

-evidence, would you follow that instructlon of lau?

A Wo, =sir.

Q Pardcon ne?

A Yo, sir.

Q If he uwere to instruct you as a mattef of lau, i ycu

were selected as a Jurcr in this case, you would nct be ablg

to follou that principle of law, if Judge Talty uere to tell

Slwrroa o PER Sy S
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you that circumstantlial evide

% oy o = s -
WaLT GO you nmean you

varu?

it

Pardcen

I dent't get

e T o gy e Y
the guestilon.

 rrpApon 3 TRENIT
o COURT:

Cocunselor?

VT ST TALT .

ieh e MeaLlopiriiol e

g If Judpe Talty were to tell
evidence ls just as

evidence,

o b

wture of the Stat
criminal,
¢ircumstantial

A Yes.

o

Q that for a

And they did

able to follou the

direct and circunmstanticl evidence is concerned?

A Yes, sir.

Q

Lér]

of facts from witnesses

nce is Just as gocd and Just

that, questionable cn t““*‘

would be guestionable on

Well, it would have toc be certain evidence.

¢ of Ohio has provided

reascn. Nouw, would you be

instructions of Judge Talty inscfar as

You seca, by circumstantial evidence we mean proof

- b

Will you refer it,
Yes, I was going to.
you that circumstantial

28 binding as direct

for the introducticn cf
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Q == who teciify here from which you as a jurcr may
infer a connected fact which follous acecording te your

commeon experisnce

e
A Yes; sir.

Q Now, an exampla of that would be that assuming when

we came into the building ‘this merning at 9:00,that the sun

-mtes 3

uas out, the streels usrse dry, the grass wags dry, and that

the trees werc dry; we dida't have oceasion to lock out of

tho huilcinv until we went out on

]
-

CUr noon recess. wo

o,
.
e

!_¢

dlil
have cccasicn to szes out, ths windows were closed and we

iédn't sce cut.

When we want out the sun was cut, but the strecis
ere wet, the sideualks uwere wet, and they had puddles on .

then, the grass was wuet, and the

trees were vet.

Ve could reasonably infer from our ccommen sense thas

ce time between the hours of 9:00 when we came in, and
12:00 when we went ocub, that it hod rained.
Do you understand what I mean?

A Yes, sir.

Q This is what we mean by circumstantial evidence.
Would you be able to fellew the instructions that Judge
Talty gives to you insofar as e reunstantial evidence is
concerned?

A Yes, sir. i

Q If he were tell you that it 1s Just as good and

4
[
2
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Q And tha

&s binding as dirsct evidence, twould you able to follcu that

instruetion?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you have any recervations about that?

A Wo, sir.

Q I also anticipate that Judge Talty will tell you that

you are only t& concorn yourself with the facts that cccur

here In thls courtrcca, and that you

are not to ccncern

yourself wilth punishment or penalty, if any is to be znpliced
|
at all, that this is a matter of discretion and only the

Court himself concerns himself with that?

A "Yes, sir.
Understand?
Q
A Yes, sir.
]
Q And that penaliy or punizhment are not to enter into

your deliberations at 2ll, understand that?

A

kg

¢s, ci

124

i

you are to decide the case free of blas,
prejudice, or sympathy, and if selected a&s a Juror, weould
you do that?

A Yes, sir.

Q Mr. Spinelli, do ycu know any members of the Cleveland
Police Department, cor any law enforcement agencies?

A -+ Just long time friends around the neighborhcod that

LT

I think are on the police, but I haven't seen then in the
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(last 20 years.
Q ew, anticipate that thers will be police officers’

who will testify here, and if Judge Talty were to instruct
you that you are to weligh their testi

witness, and not zgive then more creden
merely because they are police officers, will you follow

that instructicn?

A Yes, sir.
Q In other uords, you are to weigh them in the same

- b -
. manner &s any other witness?

Wee

A As any witness, yes, sir.

Q Do you knouw anycne connected with the County Coroneris
Officé? |

A o, sir.

Q And 1f Judge Tally were to instruect you that you are

to apply the sane tests that we have Jjust talked about
insofar as pclice officers are ccncerned, to any other
witness. who testifies here, such as a public official fra

I; County Corcneris 0ffice, will ycu follow that instructicp

of law?

A Yes.

Q Do you knouw sanything about Bay View hospital”

A No, sir

Q Do you kncw any of the people here in this courtrocm?

A Xo, sir.
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Q Do you know any of the peéople connected with the

County Prosecutor’s Ofiice?

A No, =sir.
Q Is there any rcason you can think of; Mr. Spinelli,

vhy you coulén't be fair to this defendant as well as to

the pecple of Chic?

A Mo, sir.
_Q And decide the cace free of any blabes or prejudicecs
or sympathies?
A No, sir.
Q Pardon ne?
A I wouldn't seec why it would make any differcnce who
it was.
MR, SPELLACY: Pass fer cause.
THE CCURT: Ccocunselor Bailey or
Sherman?

VOIR DIRE EX/MINATION OF MICHAZL A, SPINELLI

By Mr. Eail

e
<

Q Mr. Spinelli,

,
|'|

you said back in 1954 when the Sheppurd
cagse originally became widely publicized, you notlced scome
headlines and that was about all.

A That's all. I would just lcok at the headlines or

hear it over the radic, but I never read into it or pried

into it. It didntt bother ne.
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ucsrk were you dcing then?
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Can you rccall whether or not you ever got into any
discussions abcut the Shepgard coce or heard comments

it from the peonlie you worksd with?

A No, eir.
Q Houw about those around the nesighborhood?
A fever heard anythlng of it, cutside of like I say, I

Mo

Just heard it on the neus, that Sheppard wes found guilty, |
that was all.

|
Q Now, ai the (ime you heard that brcadecast é4d you have

an opinion as to whethsr oz net he was gullty?
- —

A No, I didn't wake an opinion at all.
Q In other uwords, despite the fact that a jury had
convicted hinm, you ycuvrscif had formed no Judmment?

2 ol

A == Noy I didn'g
Q In the past 12 years vwhile the case has been under
litlgation, in the news frem time to time, have you given it
any theught?

A I forgot it.

Q You forget it?

A Yez, sir.

|
Q Did you hezar a couple of years ago that Dector Sheppaxd

e
[
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wes released?

A Yo, sir.

Q@ ' You didn't heay that?

A Yo, sizr.

Q Did you hear that the United States Supreme Court
had ruled that his first trial was void?

A No, sir, I didn't.

Q s o you exe ingtrueted by the Cecurt, scmetime during

this trial, that all the prior proceedings, the trial, all

ci
by
el
[§1]

LS

the th;nfs that have gone on, are mes
< >

(8]

¥
Ha ]
}_l

ingless, Just as 1f

they never happeéned, and that Sam Sheppard sits in this

courtroon today Jjust as i:

L2

et

[
heg
€3
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never been tried, weuld

you be able ¢ accept that?

o

A Yes.

Q And put all these developnents right out of your
mind?

A Yes.

Q ¥r. Spinelli, if during the course of the trial
sonething shoulé happsn that would recall for you informe-
tion that you had hesrd frem sources other than the witness

stand about this case, would ycu be able to completely

disregerd that information?
A Yes, sir.

Q And decide ihs cass only cn the evidence in this

courtrocn?
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T A In thils courtroon

Q You have bsen instructed alrecdy, and I presune
you will be agzin, that the defendant

innocent?

Pt ]
Wi Cvt

A Yes, sir. ‘
Q Having in miné vhatever ycu may have heard or lecarncd |

er thought about this ease, houecver brief, will you i

U Oave arng

difficulty in applyling

ying that presuaption‘cf innocence?
A No, sir.
Q And presume hin ianccent until it is proven oth;ru;::ﬂ
|
A Until it ic proven otheruise, yes. ‘
Q And % you ars told that a defendant in & criminal

- ——_—/ I
case cannot be convicted unless you the jury are satisfled

beyend a reaccazbie doubt that he is guilly, will you

able to apply that rule o your dcliberations?

A Yes, sir.
Q Supposing, Mr. Spinelli, in the course of talking

this case over in the Jury room, if you are selected as
- Juror, and the case goes to you for decision, supposing
you find despite ycur own Jjudgment and despite all dis-
cussion with all panel members, you tend te disagypgz with

the mejority, do you think you would be able to adhere

to your Judgment?
A Yes, slr.

Q Do you kncu anything at all about Doctor Sheppa

be

@




.pbackground or professicnal 1ife?

A No, sir.

Q You hesrd thet he is & doctor?
A Well, that part, yes, by the papers, when I read it

uay back.

Q Well, you heard him referrsd to as Deoctor Sam?
A Yes, well, Doctor Sams; in fact, I didn't kneuw whet

court I was ccuing to here, and I didn't recognize hinm there
until it was mantionzd by the Judze.
Q Do you kncow what an ostecpath is?
A No, sir.
Q Do you knou uhat & medical doctor is?
A Yes, sir.
Q Well, in this case you may get testimeny on ths one
hand from scme wmedical doctor, you may get testimony con the
¢ther hand frcm ostecpathic physicians, called dector of
ostecpathy, if in sizing up these medlcal experts for the on
gide or the cther, the Court instructs you that they arc to
be regarded as equals, they are all dcctors, the law draus
no distirction batusen them as to competency, willl you be
able to accept that insctruction?
& Yes, siz.
MR, "BAILEY: Pags for caﬁse, your
Honor.

ST AT e

THo CCURT: Mr. Spinelli, would yocu
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