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'I·X::REU?OH, the State of' Ohio,, 

further to :ri~:L .·cain the issues on its part 

to be riainta~'led , c2.lled as a 't:jitness 

SP~iUEL P.. GERBEP, JI'-o, h"ving been first 

duly s't-0orn , m:i.s ex.o:.ninec1 and testified 

as follo:Js : 

DIRECT E'i:.!.:-!I!LiJ..TI !'I OF Sf J.WEL R. GERBER 

By Mr . Spellacy: 

Q. For the reco!.·- i·:ould you pl ease s tate your na.tie? 

A Samuel R. Gercer . 

Q Will you spell your lc:st nc.me? 

A C-e-r-b-e- r. 

Q Uhere do you l·" v·e, sir? 

A 11424 Ceca? Road. 

Q, t-Jha t is your p~rnfession, sir? 

A Physician, dccto~ . 

Q And hoi·1 long have you been a phys ician? 

A Since 1922. 

Q .Axe you licensed to practice med icine in the state of 

Ohio? 

A Yes, sir. 

~ And how long h::i.ve you been s o licensed? 

A Since July of 1922 . 

Q Will you give l!s an outline c f your cduc z::. tion~l bad:-



.. 

A I graduated f om Hage::.~stown High School~ in I-In.gerstclm 

Maryland. 

From there I 't'Jen t to Val Pa.raise University in lnd iana 

for a pre-medical courze. 

From Val Pc1r~izc University I went to the Cincinnati 

Eclectic Uedical College:i - and graduated in 1922. 

From there ! 't'Jent to Cumbe:::-lc:.nd State Hospita l i n 

Brooklyn ,, ar.d f1~cr.i CtL"'.'1be:tl2.nd Sta.te Hospital in Broolc_yn I 

•.ier+t to Colur.:bus y:ospito,_ in Manhatte.n, and finished in 

Manhattan where I i:.%1.S a resident_, cuse surgeon, in 1923. 

Q Hhat are your present duties, doctor; as a ph~rsician·? 

A Coroner of CuyahoGa County . 

Q Hew long have you been Coroner c f Cuyahoga County? 

A I ' 'las elec ted in Hovember of 1936 . I took office in 

1936. I took of fie e on Januc:.ry l.J. -- o-::, the first Mcnd<.'.y 

in January of 1937. 

Q ~rnat are the duties of a coroner? 

A The duties o:: a co!'oner are to determine t he cause, 

mode, and manner· of dc:::.th of a person who comes to their 
unusual 

death suddenly,, unexpectedly~ i mpaired health, under/or ~us-

picious circumst?,nces~ i~hen a person is suspected to die of 

violence.· · 

This violence ce.n be accident a l in nature,, suicidal 

in nature,, or homicidal in na.tu::ee; and in cases °t'Jh0i•e the 

'. 
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cause of death is no·;; dete!' in\:d. 

Q New, these _c:L·e your c1ut ies as a Coroner of CuyaLoga 

County, is that cor:L"ect? 

A Yes • 

. Q. Now, to carry ou'- these duties do you have people ivho 

.:wor.k: for you? 

A ·Yes, sir. 

Q Approximately hc1 mo... y people do you have connecteu 

with the County Co~oner 7 s Office? 

A Bet'ween forty-five to fifty . 

Q And is one these people Dec tor· Lester Adelson? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What is the capacity of Doctor Lester Adelson in the 

Coroner's Office? 

A He is the Chief Patholosist and Chief Deputy CoTcner . 

Q Mow, doctor, in ~ddit ion to your duties as Coroner of' 

Cuyahoga County, do you have occasion to teach or l ecture? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q miere do you t e2.ch, sir? 

A .· :.P.t the Law- !-!:sdicine Center of Western Reserve Universi.,y. 

Q. Uhere is that LJ:.i.·J-i>-1cd icine Centei- located? 

A That 1s located in -- it doesn 't have any specific 

office, but part of the classes ara held at the La~-i School oj 
·,. 

Western Reserve University, and part are held in the Lr:iph:i.-

theater of Ueste?r:. r:0~e!.'VC Ur.iYc;;3'si ty, e.nd ::o:ne classes a::.~:::: 



( 

I 

}· ,. 
. , ' 

··--~"' ' 

,. .... : 
":. . ... . . ~ 

' 
: .- ·r. ,' 

'·= · . ., ... 
c • 

' held in the Net·Jton D. :&!.!\.er Building of Western Reserve 

University, and the office, the secretarial office, is at 

2153 Adelbert Road . 

Q 
1 ' ' That is i n the city oi' Clevel and,, is the.t · ccr:rect? 

A That is in the city of' Cleveland. 

On the east side? 

A On the "'ast side. 

Q Nol'J _, doc tor, do you belong t o any prof'es sional org::mi-

za tions connected ,.-ii t h .... Lo Coroner's Of :fi ce a nd your duties 

a.s a coroner? 

A Well., f irst, I beLOi:!-6 ·co the Clevel and Acad ..... my oi' 

Medicine. 

· · · ·I belong to the Ohio State -fodica l Association, an" 

· t he .A.merican Medical !o.s:::ccie..tion. 

I belong to the f:.::lerice.n Acedemy of Forensic Sc iences. 

Q. What i s that, doctor? 

A ·That i s an org:::.niz~tion of rr.edical and pari-medical 

disciplines that are involved in forensic medicine and other 

forensic sciences, for the purposes of havi ng meet ings, and 

discussing conditions that occur er could occur as a result 

of investigation by the vnrious disc i plines . 

Q · ·w~t do you mean by investigation by t he va1·ious 

disciplines? 

A The disc iplines involved in thi s are physic ians, 

pathologists , biologi:::ts , toxicolo~ist s,, crin i na.listsll 
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Q These e1•e a..11 invc.:::.t:..,3.[!.tive d:..<t ies o:::' functicns of' 

A That is correct, sir . 

Q. .lh'"ld have you held a!:y posi·'-icn in this National 

of Forensic Nedici _es ·ch::i.t you t"'..lked about? 

A Yes, sir. I ~"as tl.e p?es ide!.t, and p:reeently am -<;_ e 

Sciences . 

doctor? 

A It ru..v1s tl'.::.:·ct~~t-~out ·e;: c ' o:rld. 

Q. Tr..roug~1cut. t!:. •~ -:Jorld, all r i 3h t. Do you belong to any 

cth:::r p:tcfess ions..l o:::.· ,:.::'..ri.iz~t icn!:!, ether than ~.-;hat you h~ve 

just described? 

A I belcne to the Ohio Sto.tc Co:rcne::::-t s AssociG::.tion . 

do you mean sti·ict_y p'.'.'.'ofscsior..al_y ? 

Q Yes. Hell, that is enough , do~tor. t·ie will go on. 

' did you have occas ion t o go to a residence on Lake Head in 

the city of Bay Village? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q; What t ime di.:'. you go the:re? 

A l e.rri·1ec ~.;hi::: residence at 2.n·oroiimat ely ten mi~ut ~:; 

1 · 



Q, 1fuo 't':as '::1ith you t:hen yc'..1 '(•;er- t tl1~re? 

A A per3on eE?loye~ by . e by the na~e , then and still 

Q . What az-s Re..y:.:cr.d Ec>3fc 0 s du.ties? 

A Ra.ymcnd Kee:".:'e is t: e ir.nrestiGator and property cle:::-k. 

Q Hhen ycu. "":::::Lve:i at. th:;; residance, did you lmcu '\;;hose 

residence it ~~~? 

A After I ('."_ .. _ 
<.,;-V Not. before . 

morning of July 11-, ~ _952-!-? 

A I <.ms called by 

Mr. Keefe, en.a tole: t!"~:i t 

Q. Doctor, do:'l''c tell us 'i:1hat ·(·Ja.s z3.:.d:i bece.use tr.at is 

cle.ssified as Le:;:.::·::~:.y te:::~:l.mcr~y . 

the S~eppard resi.uc:::.ce 5 i s the.t con·cct? 

A Yes, siro 

Q, And you a1·:;.·i~;2~ abou·;:; ten minutes to eight? 

A Ten nini::tes to ei£Lt . 

A Standing o~'l t .• e outc ide 't·1a.s Put'.l:olman Dren:;;.han oi' the 

'. 



the mayor. 

Q i-:rhat did you do :li':en you a;:orivod the1·e? 

A I get out of tho ca··!) a.:•d :1cnt,, ~;it;h the a irec"ticn of 

the: house. 

I c rcss.::d the porch and into t he living roorJ,, a:ld t 1e1 ~ 

There ucre EBVe:rc.l otho:..· polic o::ae:L ..?rem the v:l.l:!.o.ge 

there. 

Q Did you h.2.7.:: cc(~:1.si.c!l at t l-:.:::. ... time 'Go go t o the seco· .c: 

floor c~ th~t ho~o? 

Q Tell us ·~,;11.:~t you bserved ~-.hen you '!::cnt to the second 

fl oor of that tc~:..G'? 

A ' 

·iack.et • ... 

It ~·1as folded!) 3~d it ~·Jas at t l1e soutl1 end of tl:e d!ly 

bed ~ 

Q Did you h~v0 ccc~sion t:e~ to go upstai~s? 

Q · l'Jhat did you s~e "..·ir:on you i:i-::i.t upstairs? 

A l!hen I got tc t he l~nd; 11g,, or :tn the hnlh:ay,, 'tl;I'..ich il 
the lMdin3,, I coulC. ccG t::o body or.: tha bc::d -;;hicL is :.·12: .. t , 

., \ 
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I 
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naxt to t he ocr, 

body cf a fc.~~--.la ... 

~as covered ni~~ tlc~J. 

r ...... . · '": ',.· -i r-

-- · .... \... .. -- J 

0
.,., .. 

the head of' tb~ :fc::i2le tb.::~t you s:::.·~: tLer ':>? 

A 

A I noted th~t the~e 

ims a bed en th.:;; otl~ 'J:.C' sid8 c:;.~ the 1·1est side cf the i·coma 

.. ,.· , ... ,- .-. .. , ··-.. - ~. ~ .... ~o~th, f~ci.g t he 



corner o~ th8 roe~ . 

telephone and a pud. 

Q Doctor, did .,;c12 t.nve e..t ·chis time , 'id you do a:'.'lythi:.-J.s - -

what., · cctc:i.? 

A pencil and a 9ad . 

Q Doctor, did ycr havf~ cccasicn ·co do an~rthing at vhct 

time inscfa r as this tc.:y !':o..s cor.:.ce::-ned the::; you sc.u thG:re? 

A ~Io> sir , I did no·;; c1o .anyth-;"lg to t h e body at that .·. i.'.:::r 
Did you ;:::.~ke <..' .. n.y ob::::ervat i ons a t that time . as to -wheth1·~ 

or not the bo'."}y :·;as de2.d or a l iv::;'? 

A Yes, I felt ·i;he ;ulse i n i:.cr r i ght hand and I coul dn t 

:feel a..Yl.y pulse.? and ;C:;,·cm 'c:.c obze1~vl'~tions o:r the be.Cy itnel:? 

:rrom experienc e , I c=o to t ha c o:1clus ion thct the p ez·eon t·~t 
dead~ .. a.na I pronounce:' ~1er· dca.d a t 8:00 o ' clock in t b.0 r:lo:;,•i. . .:..' . .;. 

l ~ . SPZw.:&CY : ·n 11 you !!la.rl~ t h is> 

please . 



•,. .. 
tha t f er us, p!0~zo? 

A Yes_, sir. 

is layi ng. 

t he l eft h~~d j ust 

dee t or? 

·::;:r..e bed i:-, ~·ihich. l'fa:cil y_ Sf1-::)9~~'i, 

·t:l1Z?tt 2i: l::.._ve e;i-,.rc11 b cfc1~c ,, ~ c~ ... ~G 

l eft ha nd near th0 :;::·ist back cf ·~·""!e t!·:u::1b. 

I \';enc erod Nha.t r.:;2d e 

t" e patt ern e 

Q. .What ki nd of 

(State's :s:.::.1ib:!..t 29 :1as E-9..3'.' l;:ed f or id ::::ntific~tion 

by thG !'E:fO:i."te::.• •) 
· · you 

Docto--. .~1., ,... . ·~ ··1r· j ·· '·•""· . .!.. J .; ... .J u • -4.!. ..:.J .. .. ........ .,t,, 



us, ) _ease'? 

Q. And •·:hat is it yo'!.: n.:ce !:0ld:!..~1g i."fl your l:and? 

A t.:re hand ar.d 

a few minutc=s <:_so. 

jury? · 

1954? 

A 

., 

If it ple~se t'1e 

Cou:rt, u.t 'Gh~-s t.:Lr.1c I ll ·~l.'.ld like to of'f ar in 

·rro objection . 

of this 
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?hay ... :/~ .. y be received o 

jury . ) 

Q No·,1:i C.octo?, di 1 ;you 1-.::ti!c c~ccsic: th~t r!lor:n ir..:; to go 

into the a:.."z~ o:f: 

de~? 

·:as con.:!erned? 

Yes. 

doo?. 

Q. ' · Ca.l'l you te_l u.s 

of that beg? 

A 

.... "".,.., ~-, .. ·-
4 ~ ""-'- "' Y 

~efe~rcd to ~s t~e 

you obse:rved about the co .tc~:1tc 

on t he floe .. t l:.2 ccr.:~c:1'Gs tl1!"\,.t, l-Jere j.ns i de . 

Q. l:.he.t ob:: 2:..'vc..t::..:;~:.::: did yoi..; r.:c.~.;,c about t hG i n:-Ji'3e of . the 



den? 

A 

the 

On t he floo:r 

A 

that t i\~e 01'4 _cc:: ~t ·7 ··-') 
-'-· 

A 

it. I look8d 2t it l;J.°tc:.0 "'n .. 

back o:f 
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:fairly gc od - zize-· cc;:; : 

·:-~~.-~ c1"'c·V- .JU"'h~- a ., .... ~ y l 
""-·- \,,;;Ii;;.).. . .~ '-" -·· "-"' 

up 

.. 
Sl. \<;; of the desk e?: 1 

I jus t lookc~ ~t 

Q Sho:·Ji:"ls yo;.:t ·:11;.~"'!,t '.:::.-1.s 02c:~ . r.:srk ·~d :for ident i:f'icat:::c::l 

r•• ' ~ .,.,.._. " ' ··f. "'·'? C·'"'·l" y·ou "idr.-····"7- 1··"'y >· °!"::"t £':"'\~_, U·:·. p i:-epcses as ,::»c::~:c0 s L, .. :!12.u::i. .. ~""'' --• - '-'Hw ~ """~ - -

please? 
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A I coulcl tI:.en . 

::sett ·ii1z b3.d. 

Q Did ycu r::::.:.;:~ ar.;,r ot:!CZ' obs2~-~2.tions about th~,t l~:;,.·i.:t~ 

~JCJ:cch tl at you S8.1J ly:"u::; c:'1 tl 3 :flco14 ·? 

A Yes:> it he:. ~ c c:.1G bleed o~".l. i·c~ 

'.::l.:: cou.::·• : Counsclc::.~ ., cid ;y·Gu 

identify t!1::."G? 

.r:- 1~ / .• ,T 7 \ ('t "\I' t) 

r~ .. . .. .. ,.1_,_._, •. J.:a. " 

I ~ill o~fer i t et 

~ hibit 220 

l-!o cbjectlon.:1 yet"? 

Hcno::·. 

It r:-.ay be received ~ 

Q 

Did e.. r~.G!:~o:i.~ of' the E!cienti:?5-c Unit o:f t he Clt:v el<2l""i.G 

A . Yes .:> si:;.·. 

:io you rcc:::.11? 

Q 

A 



did you go'? 



Q 

Q 

A 

<2nd 

..,. a...-ri going to ob ject 

to th::l.t. 

Overruled . 

~_r.-. ; .:.t 
t;; ... ... -\..0 , I au 

Did you 

_ took .. , ~ ---.:J is just 

P.:. .d 

I felt h:i.s ......... , '"'! <:~ "~· 
:.:'""'"'- -- -~ 

hive cu? ~!0:-.·~ .ir.3 :r· e~e:ss. 

r:. 0 t c ... .:~1. ·<:; 

Coui1sel c:-e :; excuse ~e,, 

!t is a. qua:rte ~ to e:lcvc~1. 
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it with you,, 

Q Doctc? !) bci'vl'G e:G rGcess I beli\:!Ve JOU told UG you 

A That's risLt.? si:: ~ 

Q. Di a you ti.ave cc!:verse.tion a:i;; -c:.e.t time with Deeter S.:.:.:.:i 

A Yen_, si:;.·. 
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I 
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Q Will you tell the Court and jury tJhat conve:rl:!aticn you 

had anc :-:hn.t time thi~ t!:'.s? 

would be sho:rtly e.i't.:::r r~:L:.~ o ' cloc:k . 

·was sleeping en the dcy bed, .::md thc.t he hea.rd his t·Ji:'e , 

E.J.rilyn, call, "&:m, he got; o-Zr the dr.,y bed !I l."ushG 1 

up the steps,, an:1 ::-.:; he gi:.t to the top of' tl e stc.irs at the 

and Has rendered ur co!"_,;cious_j ,_ 
!..1 -

the first :'loo::·; 

nat he t.lent bo,ck dounsto.i:~ss and that when i~c ~·.) - t 

whe1•e he could see he sr:.~·1 a f'm.'T. going out acros3 the pore£: , 

a.cross the l ai·:n, ai~d dotm ths etairw.:....y to t he bc:act., and tha c 

he rushed after it, e..nd ehen he got to the foot of the stair 

t1ay ~d the beach_, he wrestled ":Jith this form, a:.d that he 

t·as :rendered t:nconsciot<~ again, and t. en he woke up because 

of the action of the l'J2.ter .. 

He '!::er..t buck U? tho .stuirl'my beach or the beach stair-

way , and crocsed the la:·m, into the house, across t he porch 

i nto the house, and th ··n uent; upstairs to his wife's bedroor:1. 

He felt her pulse, both at; the right wrist a..l'"l.d the ~ c;c :: Q 

Parden n0'? 

A And in ·the r.:=clt, t..10 :'leclr rc3ion , &"ld t he-n h.e de~ i>·.1 
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i·ias gone . 11 

up the stail•s'? 

and the neclc. o 

Q Uas he 2.ble to giV-3 ycu a. 62se:r i pt ion of ar..;:rch i.13? 

beach? 

A Yes:i sir. 

that fO~!:l? 

A lie coulcn t t E:.;,ke _, he couldn t give me ru:.:~r idc;r..ti:.:'ic:.:~t:::..<~1: 

as to 't'Jhat t !'l.is f'o:.~ L:::!.y be e 

Q Doctor G::::<:·be::· ,, ·1mi lens d i d you remain at the hospito.~. 

!· 



about ten r:iinutGs. 

,.."' 1~!.-..,-;. '.-:!"'! ~.-_,, ·_i·~:r.·.1 Cl ~·ti. ·:-_Yi:t"', o·"-~-. .,~ .. ,., -ro.~., .. 0 .r.o t1 ... o 1" 0 ..., ....... J' ... -:i"' 
.. : .. u -· - ·~- - --~, v l..O\.. v .. ..::- ;,.-~.... ... J. ... .... l 4 ~.i:-1.v:-...L 

A From J)'.)cto::..· Shc.::::_ya.::ds. Se::::ior, I :i:.·0:;sivcd the z;hces 

Q 

A 

and 

a bi:!..lfoldo 

Yes, si:. o 

A p:ii:::· of shoo!J call0d n:ocE!.ss ins, ~'ld th~se are sir.:il2.r 

by Doc tm-.~ Sheppa:rd, Senim:·. 

purposes as St9.te' s S.::hib:7..t 32;1 car:. you ident ify t.1a t fc:::.· us 
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Q is i'G hclding i L ycur hand? 

A This is a billi'ol1..~ 1·:it:1 ~o:we niscella:::1eous papci'S.:> c.rd 

a check in. he:i:e.:- r.::1d yo'..l. c:.lso hr"v:::: th:te8 cne-dollo.: · bills in 

rn.u·pos<=:s as State us !b:h:.b:1:c 33_, ce .. :.1 ~rou iC:e...ritify th~.t exhibi· 

:for us, ple.::Lse? 

A 

Q Also at the P;:;,.y Yie:1 Eospital? 

Ccul·t , :fo:~ t1'1e :?\.~:rpose or t"t.c :tecord I wil l at 

31, 32, 

No objection . 
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at ten ninutes ·to ~i0l1t the ~io :;;nin~ of Ju_y l!-th" 1954? 

A Yes_,. s i r o 

·Chie f ":E:. t c::1,, 

A Yes, ct -i ""I" o-- ~ 

Q 

A .Yes, si~ ii 

:eoom.? 

A J'.i•cund 1 0:00 c ~cloc:~::. o 

Q, .P:nd 'N:ls t hi:; :iody ~r!:; ill t . e"''G a t that time? 

A 
i 
! Q 

. ' 



·i 

r 
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A At 10:30 >.:.~. 

A Ny diree: t5_cr .• 

Sei-vice . 

~:..~ t t~ ::J p::~·~o~~\~ ~:r:~:.0:.~, ::;et e.c ·t;i -.:le c-:-:~C)_tc·: :s l~i I 

.. ,,... ~ ~ , ~,.., .. rr, u"' i! ~ c1 ~-o,· -r-1·,, ,.,,,,,r-:·. ~ "· . .., r,. ,.. ...... ., .. -,..r 
.. - ... ...., -- v .... ._, v \,.,0 ·- - ... . ;:J t..... - - .. _.i. <:. .. ,._!.,/ ... ---··-....:;. v- ............ ...;,., 

A 1:!"hc::1 t:!e tody ·~ ::.:.c 1:1.ftcd off the bed to be · lmt into 

by that·? 

... 
and it e'.:; ycu lcol:: at it 

of t . e 

Q So it ~·1culd be 01 t:..c; door sid.~ of t: e bed, in cthc:· 



i.'J_ it t·;ould be c:-i tr .. e e~st side of thG 

b~d, to make 

Q Dec tor ·'-:::;:•b e:.·~ C:o y o"t: rccal_ h.cu r:..o.r1y pieceo f tec-.:::h 

:... .. ~\::~~~ed fo:t" -'"~e tificc·~t.io:.11 

C :,,,-. v ·-u i :1 :::.n-1-i·f'y t~,,..,.,. -r-·-,,. '"l·" j ... . _ .. ~u - Ut! ... v - ---..iv ... v- 1.,, us, 

originn,lly the:::· c:: 

out.? 

Q Yes. 

Teeth of thi::i e.c:;;:i ~ the c1cn-C~1.0 cries out, and it is 

n3.tural for pic~es to j ust s~~a~ate or break off. 

Q · How, d:!.d you SE\:! St~t'3 ' s I::;;d:ib it 3.:.~, ·c~e conte-.1ts of 
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A I did. 

A 

He <;Jill s tipu1D..t e 

to t:1e:c. 

All Z'ight. 

a rubber z.:.pr .. '3r ::;:.cuch~ 

Q in ·c!-.a rubber zippe1"' pouc l1? 

case, so t hut it cc~ld be ~Qrrdlea ~e~dily. 

Q, At the ti~·.:e th-2: body ;.-;a s noved did you have oce;~s io~ 

T'"l'.ledie.tely bGfore t he bc0 .. 

C.etei"t> ine the conditio~ 
A Before t he bcdy i;::5 ':loved . 

1·ias moved I c:x:.:::i .. 2d 'tl:c body to 



'· ' l 

·" 

amount of stiffening or rigo:-e ~1o~tis . 

Q · .i-\nd what did your cx221inaticn consist of a."'ld ~d1:1.t did 

it disclose? 

they ·,·:ere rigid o This is both the right a.vid left. 

l moved the legs cmd t ried to flex the legs.:>. ana th.:;;y 

\"Jere both i·ieia , h:2.d r igo i~ mo rt is • 

I felt cf the ;jf'..~; &!.!.d t lle sides o-:f the :face and the 

upper -a.'rJ.d lower j c:;i ; 1?ero st iff ·in 1~igo1~ mortiz. 

Q What is :ri;;or t1ortis? 

A Rigor rr.ortis follow;: c~ath and it is a stiff'ening o:f 

the musclez or t he boGy. 

Q At this time :; doctor, can you tell us t he stagG of 

rigor mcrtis? 

A The rigor no:ctis i J:si.s cc:nplete. 

Q Complc-te. !fow,, Dccto:~ Gerb21·, did you notice anything 

else in your exmaJ.;1aticl'!? 

A Yes. The lividity .:> that is:; a discoloration o:f t.e 

depende..."lt p'c:rtioP-s of the body, e:.nd this is where the blood 

settles down into ·the body 't'Jhere it is in contact with the 

thing it is lyirig en. This is called lividityo 

Q, · For what pur11ose did you ~ake this examination? 

A · Tri.at is one of the ex~inations, one of the things 

that you look at ·to sec; 't·iheth~r a p~1·::;on has been in this 

. . same position fc:i." a l cneth of time,, or whether 01~ not the 

.,..... .,, ; 

' .· 



lividity is en one strr-f'acc of' t ~c:: bcdy er i-;h;:;;th~r it is on 

seve?al surfaces:; ru:d · ... i s a!1 i.;:dica tion,, jur:t an i!;dic .:::.tic .. , 

as to -Che time o:? 

condi'i: ions . 

One i s to 

ity. 

r1 ,-._ .. \ .•. f,...,, 
~- .... c.. .... o 

One i s tc tc:.~.:; i:'!.·:.:o consic:c::~a:ticn the conditio::'l of the 

Another iz to tc.1'.e i'-'l"l; o ccns.:.ae1·ation or t ry to f'i!1d 

"il'lg up by ::my L1tiv:i.cu:::,l of the :·igor mortis .. 

-Q Nm·J, doct ,:.•:i :I1 ·;:his CC:.SG die you learn at any "Cima 

A Yes, si:t. 

Q. .P.nd ~·;h!!t did y::u 1::2:.m ~·J ith rez1;1.:ed to that? 

A I le~rned 

o'clock on July 3::.·c , nin J ~;.d t .z:i o 1 clock z:~t nig· .t t :L1-.:; 0~1 



July 3rd. 

autopsy? 

A Yes.:i s i r . 

Q. And did you lca:;.·n 2.t a later date \-;b.at the ~' to.:_.Jsy 

reve:aled ·with :re:31::.' -· to tl~e contents of thG storr.ach? 

body ~t. 10:30, 2c y-:.:.u 1l2.1.r2 C:J.'l. c:::d.n:i.cn as ·co the t:!.!:le cf 

death? 

A Yes~ si:r. 

and fcur a.:-1. c:r:. .July Li-th. 

Q. iJoi1J,; cocto:· ~ lc.te::· on -- strik\?; tha t . Did you :ccw.in 

A Ye~.:i I ~2s ct i!l th~re ~t 6:00 o'clcc~ L. the ~ftcrnc~ r. 

I-



_at··. that time? 

A Yes, sii·. 

A Yes, sil•. 

4 :150 
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c..~o:it 1:30 en the .:..::te_·:l:v.)·1 

c::~- '1c+-i· ,,.,_ ~"'d ·"!""r ~., ,, t ' I. ~...... ... u ..... ~\,,,; ~"' u ... .. ~ ...... i... nere 

Q Did you havs cccc:sion to cJo c:~::-!yth.ing ~Jith th2.t wc.tc 1 

A Yes, sir. 



what was in it) t~-:ey said t hey would like to have it fer a 

~Jhile_, a..."1d then th0y g._ ve it M.ck to me late:r on in t he 

afternoon. 

Q When you fi: st Gat-1 it en t he dining room table did 

you ·make any obse:c-ve'..ticns about 'c '-i(; exterio ~ cf tl.e -; .. 1atch? 

.P: Yes, sir. 

Q What did you notice about that watch? 

A There 1:1as blooc c:. ·::he 't·Jris tb~.na,, and on the pz;.r t o: 

of blood on the fc.8e of it. 

Q. Whc. you obse.::'ve· the 1::atc:'l e. t ·chis time.:. did ycu 

touch it in any ·;;c..y ? 

A Yes,, ';Ji th a poi~-::cer, I t hin!:. it ~:Jas a pencil I pui;)hed 

it around. 

Q And did ;ycu h:.:...'\te cccr:.slon to tn.·ap it 't'iith anythi::lg 

et that time? 

A Then I lifted it that after I got it b~ck,, 

I lifted it u9 <:!..; d -::r<-":.J;?GO i·;;; in a Kleenex . 

I 'l<Jrapped ce.c:. :nd i vit'lua_ it em er al:·ticle in Kleen~x 

and put them b::::..ck in tl1e gresn bc.g, .and then put the g:r•een 

bag in a box. 

Q. Shmving you, :Cccto:~, 1·~l:at h.s.s already been received 

into the evidene:e <).3 State's Exi1ibit 23, State's ~:hib:tt 21} 

state's E:chibit 25, a:.1d s·;;ate's Exhibit 26, can ycu i deiTcif,· 

these ~~ticles fc: us? 



A Yes . This ·:12.s the 3r.ee:1 bag iL 1:1hich these articles· 

Yes. 

The a:r·ticlen ·::;n;.:~t L.;:;tc;ctive C:.::!.:--ec..u and Detective Schcttk.:: 

turned over to ycu, is t'~at CO!'l0 e:ct'? 

A Yes. 

Q I belie·-G you ind ic:::.tcd before the..t De tective '!::::_:;:·ea.u 

and Scbot·cke t oolr. ·(;~:cs~ fro~ y u and ~eturne 

you at a l ate2' t:2.~c:c,, ::..s tl;.a:; co::.'· cct? 

Q Wha t ii' t .. ny·c::2J::.; d:.c JOU do i: ith tl'!os a:etic_es afte:t 

that? 

A I took posseDsion of the~ end kept possess ion of t hem 

u.11.til I turned tl:.e::1 ov12z: tc tl::e County P~osecutor in Decc::T;:.,e:;:-, 

in 1954. 

Q You kept t h&:-: in ycm .. ~ possession, then:i out at the 

Q Docto2· ~ gci:<~ t.J..::!l~ t c t.1e beC.i:co:.::i did you have occ:J..sio . 

to d o anything elt:::.e:·? Stx:!.~::.e th~t. 

Die ycu z-c:Y:.c"Je ~'ny .s..1~ticles frc::n the bedroom? 

A Yes, sir. 



the bed.? and so::':La cf clot~1ing . 

(State' s Exi:.ib:'..t 35 ·c :::.s n:.a :d -.ed fo:r identifica tion 

c<.'.tion purposes a s St a:ce 1 s :SXhibit 35, can you identify th_t 

for us:> please'? 

A Yes 3 Si!' . 

Q, And i s t h i s t :1.;;- !_'.) illo·v: c~se thn.t you rer:1oved f ro:n t e 

house en July .!.~ :.::1, 195.'..!.'? 

A Yes, sir q 

If it p l ease t h3 

Court_, at t t:. :i.s t h"e I will offer into evidenc e 

:lfo objection. 

It may be received q 

Q Doctor!) C.id you :1:;. ·c: oc~as icn to exa!:line that p illo·:1 

ce.se? 

A Yes$ si:!.•. 

Q, Tell this Cou~t ~~~ 



so th~ t would bG m'?. t!~G ;.·;e::::t side cf the bed at the h·~2..d • 

. And the:i:·e •,ic.s <:_u te c:..n c:i:ten.si v e area,, and tn.e r.sst oi' 

""he nillcu had s~;_:::,ttc=::cs_, ·~he rest cf ·ch:= pillo"t"J slip~ l:'l..::: • 

splatters cf blocd 3 c..~d i::he. I pic.::.ed it up and tm·ned i·~ 

over on the 011.r;ositc c:':.de then, to-v;ards the center cf the 

··- h ·i ',""'i ,~~ ~- ',., : t~ 
... -....i.....;. ... ...:::> v--- I 

U_"". "' l """ J"" .....- ,_, .J,..J ..... ._.. _ _ , 

so the jury car: S.32;i no tr:e Cc.l:ct c~r;. sGe.11 tou, doctor. 

A The pillm; ".::::.c i_ _ this :D , s i'Gio~ at the head of tl-~e bed !I 

and this stain, ·t:;:ds bloccstai. hc1·c could be seen f:-c,:,r.1 '·he 

fcot o:f t he bad or r~·c~.1 ::.~'!:.j' siC:e cf '-r..e be ... ablosto 

':'hese spl.:::.shes CI' S,?18.tters of blood could be se -·~1 . 

Then when tl"!e pill.au ua.s lif-:;e off the bed and tu:i..·~1ed 

in this stain th.e1·0 is .an outlinG o:r impression of' some obje t . 

I object and move to 

strike. 

T}JZ COURT: Overrul ed. 

•.3. S?:.1I.JACY: If it please the 

Cou1•t, foT t·•c p'..l::.'po::;cs of keep ing the record 
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straight he::..~·~ ~ c.t this ti:{:e "t·:e ldll offer into 

nu objection . 

I con 't believe I 

TES It ~ay be received. 

Q. Doctor, dic1 you h!:.ve occasion to hav~ pictures t~ken 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And "id ycu :t2::se cccssio~'l to t c.:te pictures t e.lrnn of 

anything else? 

A Y2s, sir. 

A Pictu:..•es •• .. r_. \r ·~;4' \,.I ........ _ \,; __ oz t~:o chi~s o:' teeth, of th·s pillo:J,, 

the trousers. 

Q Did ycu l'":.2.Ve r~:"..ctEl'.8S talccn 01· the 1;Jatch tha t. i '1:!.S four1c 

in the g:reen b:l.g'? 

Q. Do ycu ho.'\.r.~ soma cf those p:!..cturGs ;:si:th you? 

A Yes, sir. 
\ 

Q Doctor~ 1·Jill you tell un w:1e'th.;:;r these are pictur~s or 

~-hether the~l c.re ..,lic1Gs t:1~t you had made? ' 

A They '\'iere slices . 

Q Slides? 

1. 
I• 

\ \ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\I 
'· \ 
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A Tranopareric~es ~ slidG~ o 

A Yes . 

Q. Doct o1·, do you r..uve tLose slldes with you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do ycu have these s _ides, acctor? 

(State's ~~~bits 36, :1, 3G, 39, 40, 4_, and 42 

Q 

i."Tlpression on t he pillC':·;. 

A Yes., si:". 

supervision? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Shot;Jing y ou ~·::.a.t h.?.s beGn m:i.rked f'or ident i fication 

purposes as State's :;:xhibit 37, C8.:l ;:y~ou identify that? 

P.. Yes, si:r. 

Q Hha.t is th.::.. t th.9."G yo hcld ing in your mnd? 



A Yes, sir. 

Q And ·was th:l~ :pictv.r<:: t2..kE;n \..'..:.'H .. 1..;r your direction and 

supervision? 

Q 

p lease? 

'I! ~';', ..... ~ · ·­
. ~ ._,:,....,,..., 

Q . Wh~t is i t th:::;.t ~rou a::.·IZ: l:.olding in your hand? 

Exhibit 36. Tl:a.t i.s cf the b_oc ·stain vith the ir.1p:ress ion. 

Q. That :1.s a..~ c;11l::~l.\'3'': ;}:c:.'.1t of tl e cr:tginal photo tr.at you 

Q And t-ias that dc1:e ti:.1Cle~~ you? direction and supervisior~? 

A Yes, sir. 

purposes as St~te 1 s P..:Xhibit 39, c?..n you identify thll.t fo~ us, 

please?. 

A Ye:::,, sir. 



I 
i 

i 
I 
I . 

I 
I 

Q, Wha'C is it ·cf!:::.·;; J:·ou a ::e hole ing in you:. ha.'Yld? 

Q /. .. J1d ~·1as ·<:;! .. c:.t; dor.~ unde:r ycur Gh'e:::!tio_ and sup01·vision'! 

.A Yes, si~. 

Is that a f'c~ir- a..::cu:~:::.te pcr-C2·2.ya.l of the _J:lllcw ar:.c 

A Yes, sir. 

please? 

Yes, si:·. 

Q What is it tt.E".t you a:'e hclci~~g in your lland? 

Sheppard that 

supervision? 

\ · 

\ A Yes,, sir. 

Q. Is that a cccu:cate p ortray:d o:f the t:rcucers 
·, 

as they appeared? 

A Yes, siY' . 

Q Showing you 1,Jl:n.t ha::: bben Darl\:.ed for ice."l.til'icatio_'l 

purposes as State• s Ex:-iibit l~l, ca ::l you identify t l'lSl. t fer us, 

please? 

A Yes, · si:r. 
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'l:Jas foun.d in the c -:·:1 . 

Q JL"ld was that pictt!:::·e tc.ken u~de: your direc t ion and 

supc::.·vision? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Sho1-Jing ym .. : ~ ::1::-~t !:£L:: been r:.c::.:.: .. l::e:i fo r =~~dentifi·:'.! at.:.c~ 

purposes as Stc.te 1 s :Sxh~oit 1~2, can you identify that for t=.s .. 

please? 

Q A.:.'1d i:Jh~t i s th.c:.t the:.-:: you are holdi~.g in. yom.· h::..n·:'i? 

in the graen b::Lg , id21J.tifi cd as t~lonzing to Doctor S:;:.m 

She~pard. 

Q . lmd is tlu:tt n f2.:t r o..r,.d &..ccur·a.te portro..ya.l c f' the :.·~2:\:ch 

as you se.~1 it on ~uly l.~t~:i _951.;.? 

A. Yes, cir " 

Q. · Jl ... nd 1.":a'.3 this pictu:..·e ta.ken undei· your direction and 

supervision? 

A Yes, sh· . 



If' it plc ..... se the 

do ycu •:;e.i.1 t to ex~d.ne them befcl"e X 

o f.:'e1 thc::1? 

I\·:; objection . 

:_f it please the 

• r t:") 
_ . ..._ . 0 !·To ob jection . 

St o..tc 1 s Exhibi;.;s 

If it pl~~se t he 

cf the Co:.'.::.'°t to zL:.c·'.·J thos e s lic1 es on the pro-

\ 

let the :::;:co::.·.:i s~:::m 5 ·co she·:·; th.a slide.,, the.t h:=.ve 

and to ~djcui·:r.. . 

:·:nil e you a 4 e &":::J..y en 1·1hat is l eft of 
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you leave t his : oc:1 . 

Ycu sl."~::L :::..l not discu::rn this case o:r-

·whc.t ycu h:.-::...r:::: hc.:;i.rj of it ar.:roi15s t yours elves. 

Y~u shal l not pe::!."Yt.it a .. nyone e l se to 

diec uss i t 't~it:.1 you . Nor st.all you pe1·mit you?-

selve z t o c ve:.-.~J:;. .~.s::r· c.~ythin.::; tlut rela t es to t his 

c as e by any t112::.r;_c of cc::::::u..11ic&:c i on ., a.'0.d I t rust 

t he ccurt cc:::ste,bles can acccci:::10dat e you in 

to.king c a1·e of ym:1~ per s onal neecs and conver1-

~k: 1'Jill s~and adjou_~ned until 9 :15 

extent t hat ycu c~~a 

· (Thereupon a..."l adjo>.1:L·r..nent Na~ tuken t o 9:15 a . l'.:1 ._, 

fOllouing yrocecJi~gs uere had :) 

' 'i 
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Good roo·ning., ladies 

and gentler::•2.n . 

Geed raorning • 

. counselor Spell~cy, 

Y<::s, s:!.:c, if it 

please tt.~ Ccu:::t. 

DIP.ECT :S..Xf.J.'GTL~G O~·i 03' :IJ CJ'I'Ol1 S.P.l:~-.:;L R . CERBER (cont iYrned ) 

Q Doctor, S~tm:·dc-.y r:.o?r:i ·'"l.g l :hcr- you testified you told U "' 

I 

\ 
en the morning cf Jul;'./ lJ.,I) 199}, that y ou noticed her l8ft 

'tl1rist, is that co1·:t."C-:(!t? 

Q And will ycu desc:Lib3 £'or t -1e Court a nd jury 11ihat you 

observed about th-t left tr:st? 

A On the left ~·Jri~t '1!.~d do~·;n the s ides, on the back cf 

the left 't'1rist ar..d 0:1 t .e z ide~ tc:;2..rd the thu:mb, t'Lere '::as 
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Q. What was that patte:rn of in the dry blood? 

A The ~:pat tern ";lns t1:c.:t cf' t:1c i=n tch and the bracelet 

1;Jhich he;,;ld the lJe.tch i::i position normally. 

Q · When you so..y en the b2..ck cf the left hand, 'l:1hat po:;;"'.;ic 

are you reZerr~ ng to? 

A The back of the left h~a o Th·3 i.)alm side would bG the 

front sideo 

'D1G b~cl~ of t~.c t.:li.~~d is the c·)voeite on the o'Che:!.· side 

cf the· palm. 

Q And what 1·I:::i.s t:.:e cor..::'.'.ition of this blood? 

A Dry. 

Q Noi:~, docto:::.:i ycu ir. 'icated at ·cha conclusion of 

Saturday morning, tt.st ;:701: L .. d Jhotc>s taken of a pillo-;·J that 

A Yes_, sir. 

If it please the 

Court, at ·(;his tic& :·;e -:·;ou.ld like to show those 

s lid Gs of t:"le pillmi. 

Pc1··mission vm.s p:te-

viously g2a:Ltsd. 

You ~ey D?oceed , Ccunselo?. 

If it please the 

Court, -cay Cctmsel sta.."l.d i.n so:.-1e ether spot so 

Ycu may acco~~cdate 
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(Thereupon ~ r;:•oj~::!tion sc1·cer1 lJB..S ~et up in t he 

c oul·trocrn . ) 
I . 

I'.L!"J. S2?ELLf-..GY: For tha r -cord, thiD 

state's Exhibit 37. 
.l-,, 

r .. .:J.y I have the lights 

out, ::;ile:.::.sc? 
. ' 

Ee et ease~ l adies 

sel ves . 

Q Doctor~ wi ll you no~ desc~ibe ~h~t t hat is? 

but t his is a 

quent dc.y. 

Q. That i s t:1e c .,;:-.. ~ith.:n of the s i de o:f the pil 01~ ~·Jf!$n 

you :f'il•st 

Q 

.. • ·~') 
-'- '-' • 

·. 

Referring to State ' s 

Yes , your Hcnor. We 

;yoi.:. 

\ 
\ 

\ 



vJllat has beGn uc:.:rk..;d -J:o:' idc;:1tifico.tio1 puz·pcses as Stc:ite' s 

Exhibit 36., •.:Jill you cho:·; th.:lts ple:.=.ne? 

Q Deeter.:> w :c.t if '1.::1y ·:; ~ i:1g did you observe about this 

side of the p:l.llc·:J'? 

A This is a b~c~~~t2in 

pillow, as I locl~ z:.t it . 

object, and it 8:~te~J.d:3 f'Z"C:l about tl::e cen-cer of the stair er 

near the center of t~a ~tain , uith one portion of the object 

a definite patte1·n c.xt.:nci'.'.1.g froL'.! the rir:;hth.'.:!.nd siae b:'.::.·::!lt:. 

to~ards the center. 

Q new.:.- doc~o:z·., -.;~as t.1is on the sc.r.1e side of t 1c 1. illow 

that you have p!:»'.::75.cuzl~r i .. cntific::c1 that you first s.c..1·;? 

. · ..... , 
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it on t' .e C!'J)Csi"te s:i..dc. 

pc::rtions of blood on tl'...::~·c ;9:l'.'.'.'ticulr-.1' pillmi.'> one on t L:; oide 

sto..'1n . 

Ucw; iY..r;a<;:cia.tely c.bcvc tl~iz port ion of this mpre:si .'l 

i mp::cession? 

this is State: s E::chi it 

Q. 1'Til l ycu p0L'r::. tho.~ cut , pl .:ase? 

here object, t·Jith this patt e:cn .. 

.And be:!.c.".J -~c::re is c:x:::ctly the:; r:ar1e pattern a s a bov e o 

You can see t~1e ou.t.J.ine he::c-c, D.l~G th·Z continuous li!lG he_'e 0 

,. 
This 1L1e hc·o in t:1e cent e::..· i s s er1·ated . 

Q ? a.rd on !:1e? 

A .S::;rrat cd . 



Q 'What docs t!:at :::c::n,, dcctor? 

Q. Paz-don ne? 

A Teeth-like. 

A Yes , sir. 

Good ., 

Good . · 

Heu is that? 

A This is a~1cthc:::t.' cr.l2.:::gc:-:J0~t 2nd ch01·1s only t he enc 

stain with th;;:; outl .. f r~ad before~ I~ere is co:1t:L~-

ticn . 

P .. nd t his a.:·c 2. !1~1·c is continuous uithcut any inte~-'l~i")-

t··on, a~d in t hi;:;, i:::.z ::.c:e of this.; is the se?r~ted edges us 

Q, Doc tor, a:!'e t~1cz8 all t ~G )- ct cs that you h~ve of t.18 



pillmJ C.:::'.C::'l.[; t he- jl:::y. 

.O .': .1-
-W c;. 

........ , ''. '"';'7 _-;•-.}'o 
--~-.., 

Ii it please tho 

iz ; ide::_co_, I 't'Jould 

I llci.v -- no object ion,, 

+-h·,, -i' ,-,.·~ r ) --' ...:;:;: u 1...-v 0 

f'..::..•e t':i0se ::he c::.cs 

They .-mrc received 

~.~a.::k this . 

6?3 

i denti:fic<:.tio:1. :;;nJ.l'~1o se: ::. ns St ::>.:'-e 1 s ~d:.ib it 1~3,, can you ident:L::'y 

t hat "i:or us , ple:l.s o? 

A Yes , si:rv · 

Q .i;r..d 'Nhat is :!.t t h::i. '.; ;you a_·e holcing in your h..9-r .. d? 

A Tha t is tL~ :Jclt --



Q Keep your voice U? :- c;octor . 

A b<::lt ti'~o.:t wa~ with the trousers given 

ri e by Doctor Shep1Y:~::·d, Ss:.r!iO?, es belon,si.i.i.g t o Dec to:· S::::.: 

P. Yes, tii1~ . 

If it please the 

to him. 

Q. They t<:~ lke::d ·::o th.1 -.c.ft - :.~ ycu Clid , is that correct? 

A Yc.s. 

Q. Doctor, ·::il:.~:t (id ~jO':-'.. do 't·;iti t he watch. a nd th.:: ri~g 

you bl'ougL.t il1 as a l:;~111t o~ t~ .. i s c a..s e? 

I !.cc.-:cd i:.1 '\·.hich I 
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ar1·ived, 8:00 o'clock on the night cf 

July l}th I tocl~ it to t~c cor·or..e:.:.- ~ s office and ·locked it U.!,') 

i.:.~ my pri ate officG. 

Office, anc1 l<i:iss :1:."..::'J Ccu:::.n. 

I 
I 
I 

th.~n a'l'ld is n01:i i::'i. ·i;f::: Co::..·c1.c::-c ~ z Of:?ic - , . I in charge cf :physic<.:. 

.4. Ph~rsiccl e"'1i.C.~:1~c.: ... 

Q 1'!1 o does t~1e te:;3·Ci~-:.3 :...:.1d le::~bcratory x-:1o·•k in your ofi'ie:cJ: 

Cou."'lty Cerone~' s Cff'icG? 

A I think ~:;_nc:c lS.39 ~ 

Q She dccs L.c :2.c:,borD.:;:._,::..·y testing, is thC'..t cc1:rect? 
• 

A This type of _c.b ::;.·::;i;cry ·::.est in~ of phys ical evide::ce, 

yes, si17 . 

Qffice . 

I have nothinr; further. 

Counselor Bailey er 

ShG1~1::n.? 

... 


