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THZ B.\ILL7:.: : ?-1r. Stampler, 

kindly t ake the 't'~itness box and be seated, 

please. 

THERmJPON,,. ROBERT J. STAMPLER, a member 

of the prospective jury panel, having been · 

previour$ly sworn, W3.S examined and testified 

on .voil" dire , as f'ollo1·rn: 

THE COURT : C-ood morning, 

Mr . Stll!Ilplcr • 

. !-IR . STJ'.'J.:PI."R'P( : Good morning, 

Judge Talty . 

THE COURT~ Mr. Stampler, the 

la;~yerz 't'lil- be asking you some questions --

is this your firs t occasion in the court room, 

sir? 

r'i.R • STP Kl:?LER : Yes, sir. 

TH3 COURT: Wall, you just sit 

back and relax , and listen attentively to the 

questions t hat the la11yers i;·1ill be putting to 

you, and ammer the'11 ·accurately and forthrightly. 

If' t he l awyer believes another question 

should be put to you, he i1ill put it to you. : 

Each of u~ . in this room, ~ir. Stampler, 

must hea• your rer;;pcnses, and l-~. Romito who 
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sits in fron yo , t1e court reporter, he has the 

duty and the respo~sibility of reporting all of 

your responses into that record. 

So you just cannot respond to a ques tion 

by nodding your hea.d. You must make an audible 

response~ · You undeTstand that, don't you, sir? 

MR . ST-~HPI-~ : Yes . 

THE COURT : New, each of us in 

this rocm :::rnst; hear your responses . So will you 

lceep your voice at a point and speak slowly and 

clearly and audibly; 1-Jill you do that? 

r.ffi. STAMPI.Ti:R : Yes , sir. 

THE COURT: . Thank. you, sir. 

Counselor Spellacy? 

MR . SI,ELLACY : Yes , if it pleas e 

t he Court . 

VOIR DIRE EXJl.l~IIiATIOW OF ROBERT J. STAMPLER 

By Mr. Snellacy: 

Q. For the court reporter, '\'!ill ycu please give us your 

name again? 

A Robert J. Sta~ple:r. 

Q How do you spell your l ast name? 

A s-t-a- m- p- 1-e-r. 

Q l1here d y ou li'i:c::,, sir? 
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A 13904 Castalia Av uue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Q. lfow long have you lived there? 

A I lived .at this residence probably twenty years . 

Q . Where is C8.stali::. Avenue? 

A That is en the northc;ast side of tc1m. Hayden and 

St. Clair area. '' 

Q You have li· ed there for apprm~irea.tely ti.-Jenty years? 

A About ti~enty ye~::s, yes . 

Q Are ycu enp~oyed, ~ir? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Where do you l·zork? 

A W<:nner c:.nd Swc.zey Company. 

Q How lone haile you worked at Warner and Swasey? 

A Six l':lonths no::. 

Q, Hhat co you d·o at U~::.. .. ner .:ind Swasey Company? ' ' 

A I al':!. a p:oduction planner. 

Q Production pla~ner? 

A In the Production Control Departmen·c • 

. Q Pl~ior to 1·101•king for Warner and Swasey, ·where did· you 

A The Cabriel Co~pa:1y . 

Q Wha·t did yO"u do at the Gabriel· Company? 

A I 't'1as a production planner also . 

Q, The sane typ8 of · 10:rk? 

Tc._ ·- ty9 .. ,. :.:;f cccupa.ticn~ 
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,,Q How long 11ere you t·iith the Gabriel Company? 
.. 

A I t·ms thel·e fi vc ye~s . 

Q Nay I ask ~hat you did before you worked :f'or the 

Gabriel Company? 

A · Before t hat I "iOrke<l :for Marquatte Metal Product·s 

Company, in the so..r:1e capac ity. 

Be:fore th:;d:;_, "t"Jith the Fulle1·., Smith and Ross Advertisi e 

Agency. 

Q ·How long 1·Je::.-c you 'I.' i th .i.larquette? 

A Three yez:.rs . . I' 

Q And with the ad··.rerti::;ing agency 1-Jhat type of' .1·JOl"k did 

yoti do? 

A I wa.s in the Traffic Department. 

Q Tra.fi'ic Dep:irtmen·t;? 

A Yes, jus t 1'::citing m·ders and things of that nature. 

Q Do you knc-r.-~ Hr. Severs? I believe he worked 1'or 

Marquette Metal Products at one tir:1e. 

A No, I don't recall knoi·1:tng Mr. Severs. 

· Q Did you go to school in the Cleveland area? 

A I just went two years of gr~mmar school . Most of my " 

' education, high school and grammar school, was 1n Andover, 1, 
I 

Ohio. 

Q Andove~, Ohio? 

A Yes. 

Q, Uas it \..11dover Hig School? 
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·,· A Yes, Andove r High School. 

. ( 

Q What year did you get out of Andover? 

A In 1948, I g~oAu~t~d ~rom A..~dover High School. 

Q Did you go to school after that? 

A After that, I wo:ck~a · ror 0110 year in Andover, and then 

I was inducted in the Arm~d Forces for tl·Jo years. 

Then after I receiv~d my dischar0 e, I came back into 

Cleveland here where I was born. 

Q, I see. Then you began tiJor'cing? 

A Then I be{;an )iOrking hoi'"e in Cleveland after the ser r '- ""C . 

Q, Neu, have ~TOU h:i.d p::c.·ior jury ser.vice? 

A Uo, this is ·y i'irst time. 

TEE C01JRT: Counselor, excuse 

me, will you establish when he returned to . 

Clevola.ndj it you haven 't already, after service? 

HR . SPELL.<\CY: Yes . 

Q, What year lla.s that? 

A I returned to Cleveland in April of 1953. 

Q, April of '53? 

A Yes. 

Q 1-Jhere t>Je1·e you living at that time? 

A The same add!'ess t hat I am presently living no·1:1, on 

Ca.s·ta.lia Avenue. 

Q You are single, is .that correct? 

A Yes, I an . 

<I 
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~ Q, In your r.1other and i'ath .... r still l :i.ving? 

A Tr ... ey are still livir:g . I live 1:1ith th0m. 

Q, W'.na.t type of business is your father in? 

A He is retired . 

Q Uhen he -was 't·1orl-;.in3, what type of business? 

A He was working fer a plumbing manui'acturing ccmpa~·.· 

that manufactured fu:tures, p l ut1bing :fixtures, -ror hcmea 

and industry. 

Q Does your mother 't·1orl<:. outside the home? 

A No, sh3 doc~ net~ 

Q Did she ever do any wo:;.·k outsid~ the home? 

A Yes, housm·10rl<:. a.rd cool<:.ing, domestic help . 

Q, You say th2.t you have ne'\.i'er had p1'"1or jury e .. c~eriencc, 

is that correct? 

A This is my first time . 

Q llave you ever been a witneso in any kind of a case? 

A Not .:._ I was in the armed forces but not 

Q You were a -:1itncss on a case in the; al."!.l~d .forces? 

. A Y·es, sir, a e;:;all court martial in t he armed fo:i..4 ces. 

Q You have never been a '!dtness in any other type of 

case? 

A !,o, I have not. 

Q Now, would this experience that you had, l:1cre you a 

't'litness for the milita:cy er for the --

A I 't'n:l.S a 't-Jitncso for the militc.ry. 

,, 
I 
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:Q -vras there enythinz a bout this experience I might 

go baclt and ask you '\~hen t Vl t "t•ia.s? 

That was in 1952. ' ' A 

Q Anything about that experience that would prevc:nt you 

from bei..'l'lg ·a fair and ir:;partial juror in this case? 

A lcll,, · I \lmsn;t much o:f a ,.;itn:ass there, I mean~ I 

liasn ' t there maybe nore than five minutes . I was a very 

minor witner::s. 

Q Then your ans'i::ci'.' '(.Jould be there is nothing tho.t '\'1ould 

prevent you from tha t e:~perier4ce from being f'air in this 

case, 1::. that right? 

A ' Woll; as far a"" that goes, no . 

Q You · understand that this is a case in which the in ic -

ment is the Stcte of Ohio versus Sam H. Sheppard, do you 

understand · that? 

A Yes, I do .. 

Q Have you read about this case at any time? 

A ·Yeo, I i'ollow::d it very thoroughly when I came ba.clt. 

to Cleveland. 

Q You follo~1Dd it thoroughly? 

A Very thoroughly .. 

Q Was it in the nc"t·'spapers? 

A Yes, absolut;cly. 

Q As a. result of ho.v:i.n~ followed it thoroughly -- if ye• 

\'1ill just ans~;cr my question yes or no -- did ycu for~"!l c.; r 
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express an opinion 1·1ith regard to this case? 

A Yes. 

Q, Do you still have that opinion today;,·: just yes or no' 

A :·. Yes.· ·· 

.. . Q, ·. 

something that you read in the neuspapers? 

A Part of that media, yes •. 

• Q, ··Is this opinion o. fixct\ opinion that you h'1ve? 

A · I would say ycG" ' '· . 

Q. ·· In other words; .this 9pinion 1:1culd prevent you from 

serving as a fair and iropa:rt'ial · juror · in this ·case? 

In ;all ·honesty, yes. . ( 

l.ffi • SPELLACY: Your Honor, 

challenge for cauae . 

· £.ffi • Tu\ILEY : Joint challenge. 

TEE COURT: Do you join, 

Counselor? · 

Yes, your Honor.· 

MR . , SPTI'.J:J.ACY: Thank you very · 

much. 

THE COURT: Mr. Stampler, 

the Court t·1 i shes to thank you ·for the tirn·e 

1'Jhich you have spent · here uith us -in· the .. · · 

last few d£>..ys, and for you!' will1n8rless t'o 

respond c.s a r· p::.·ccpectivejm·or in this c ause, 
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~- ~""ld i.11.e knc1·? tl~t you lutve been fs .. ir, and that 

y.ou '!!:ant to b·J f~ir and tell both sides in court 

Ifoucver, since you have expressed the 

opinion that yo1:. ha-.·:-;; ~ the Cou:rt is going to 
. 

g:..·o..nt the c li.:::i.llen.::;a :!hic h has been entered by · 

both sides,, :rcq,u2st:i.n.g that you be cxcused· ... as 

a juror in this cau ... e , and the Court will ·now 

aslc you to :return to your jury rool:!l :f'or ::turt .• el4 

assignment 1.~i'Ch ·the e;ratitude cf each of us. 

Thank you very much . 


