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TECREU'.?ON ~ LOUISE C. WEIST, a member 

of' the pro,spe ·~ti ,.e jury panel, ha.vin~ been 

previously S1'Jorn, was e.xamined and testified 

on voir dil·e, as follo·m~: 

THE COURT: Good morning. 

HRS. NEIS;-;, : Good morning. 

'l'UE CO I Ts Is it Mica Qr M~o . 

11eist? 

MRS . HEIST: Hrs . 1· eist. 

THE CGUTIT: l·Il·s. Weist? 

MTIS . TE.CST : Correct .. 

THE COi;'T.T: Tha.t is W-e-i-s-t? 

ms . i'!"EIST : Right. 

THE CO"URT: l~s . Weist, will 

you keep your voice at a point uherc each cne 

of us in this room can hear you, as you respond 

to ·the questions that the lai·;ryers are going to 

put to youo 

'.i'h0 l a'T::yers for each side will put 

questions to you; and as they are duty bound 

to de, and ;,Jill you keep ycur voice so that i·Je 

can all hear you~ r esponses; will you do that, 

pleasG.11 Mra . Weist? 

rn~ . HEI DT: I E:hc.11 try. 

T:-:E CO'iJTIT : 
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sits before you, he must r ecord your responses, 

so if' you llill speak slowly and clearly, Mr. l\croito 

will be able to pG:rform his duties . You will 

i·emember, too, Mrs . Fei s t, that you a::e undel• 

oath. 

MRS • l'SIST: Yes . 

THE COURT: Counselor Corrigan 

or Spellacy? 

VOIR DIRE r~..:.~Il!ATION OF LOUISE C. HEIST 

By Mr• Corri;:ja..YJ. : 

Q, Mrs . Weist, for the rc;ccrd, wil.l. you state yoµi- full 

r.ame, please? 

A Louise c. 'tfoist ~ · 

Q Spell yam.~ l~st name . 

A w-e-i-s-t. 

Q, lfl1ere do you live, ?:trs . Weist? 

A 211 East 214th Street, Euclid, Ohio. 

Q, Hew long h.a.it::: you lived at that address? 

A Ei . 
~ ..... 

... . . 
Q Eighteen years? 

A Yes. 

• 
Do you have a f araily, l'!r s • Ue is t? 

A Yes. 

O.. lio1:1 omy cl:.ildrcn, thci?" a.:;es and their names? 
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A Ti·;o caug!'lters. O~'e is twenty-n ine and one is thir t y-

four. 

Q. Are . these dau::!;h'Ger;;; living with you or are t hey 

' married? 

The younger one i s nar r ied. The oldc~ one i s a 

teacher. 

A Mrs. J c.I'.les w. Crego o 

Q What does her :.usband de? 

·A ·Ile i'Jork s :for Superior Carbon. 

Q · Where i s t ha.t l ccn.ted , if you kno-.J? 

A · It is off of Union Avenue and I think it · is George 

Street, but I an not ccrtnin. 

Q' vfnat t yp8 of t·;or ~ does he do \ •Ji th tha t firm? 

A I •m net su1~c e."C the t :lr11e . 

Q What t yp(.. of 1·:ork i s Hr . we.:.nt eng ... ged in? 

A We own our o:·;n business. 

·Q ·Will you te11 · 1:1s UD.at t hat bus iness is, please? 

A We are classified as a L~tter Shop. 

Q You understand, Hrs . Weist, any questions tha t ue may 

put to you are not £or purposes of prying into your pers ona 

af'fa.1rs --

A Right. 

Q --but r ather to determine t he qualifications of 

prospective jur ors , i!J.Ual i fications to serve as a fair &r.d 

I 

I 
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imparti~l juror in this ~atter , ;y·ou understand·· t hat? 

A Yes, sir. 

operate? 

A The Crorm1ell Crooks Company . 

Q, Where i s that located? 

A In the Ol<l A_c~ e . 

Q Hoi·z long have you been eng(J.ged in tho.t business? 

A I have been engaged in that business for t wenty years 

Q L"l 1954 ., Mr s G Fei s t, did you have occasion to read in 

· the newspapers or hear on radio or television any ot: the 

accounts or· the Shepperd case? 

A Yes. 

Q In what ne!:Jspaper s did you read or see any account s ? 
' 

A 
r \ Well, I .woul d say probably in the newspapers at that \ 

I 

time. .,\-. 
:;.i-: . 

Q Did you follow t he articles 1n the nei·ispaper quite 
·, ,,r ~ .. 

\ 
closely? \ 

'· \ . \ 

A Not as c los e as many others. ' 

Q, Did you follow the accounts that appeared on televisi n 

and tha t ca:ne over the r adio closely? 

A I don' t believe s o. 

Q Since 1954 ~ have you had occas ion to read any article 

in papers or r;:'.lgazines or bocl\:.S about the Sheppa1~d ca se? 

A Occas i C!'l'"' l _y ~ 



. . 
~ ., · .. . ·~ .. 

421 

Q Did you read any books? 

A Uo. 

Q The accountn that you r ead since 1954, did you follcu 

them closely? 

A Mo. 

Q Do you lmo ·1 o.nybody in conncct1011 with the lb.~ Vic 1 

Oh1,o? 

·A Yes~ 

Q. Who do you knm1 in connection with that hospital? 

A I den 't belie·ve he is any longer connected. Doctor 

Carnegie. 

Q, ·Hould ycu keep your voice up, please? 

A Doctor Carnegie • 

. Q Is he presently associ~ted with that hospital? 

A I donat belicv.e he is. .. 
Q 1faen Clid you Corie to }:nm1 a Doctor Carnegie? 

A I don~t r ecall the year. 
' . .. 

Q Jmd ycu:r kno~·Jlcdge or association with him, is t h;:i.t a 

· clo~e acquaintanceship, or possibly even a relative? 

A No, no rele.tiv-3 • . Other than --

Q He is a close acqu~intance? 

. A Yes, otter t ha.n -- well ;. --

. ~ ' . 
Q Did you have occasion to discuss the ·Sl'leppard case wi h 

Doctor Carnqgie? 

A !'lever. 

( 
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Q Did he ever c1iccuss the case with you,? 

A limre:r. 

Q Would 'Che f<i.ct ths.t you know Doctor Carnegie and that 

he was or is a~so~iatco with the Buy View Hospital, woul 

able to sit as a fair and impartial juror if you are so 

. A I don't think so. 

Q. Uith regard to the items t hat you read in 1954 and 

follol"Jing, Mrs. Weist.:i did you nt an:y t ime ever forr.mlate 

an opinion as to the guilt or the innocence of Doctor Sam 

Sheppard? 

A Would you re-n2:d:; t he question? 

Q With rega.1·d to :·Jhat you read in the papers · in i95b,, 

and i'ollol·Jing, aid you ever formulate any opinion in connec 

tion with this case,. one i•iay or another, and anzwer that 

yes . or no? 

·A Yes. 
·' 

Q, Was this a fix8d opinion? 

A No. 

Q Do you hav~ that opinion as cf .this date? 

A ~to. 

Q Mm·1, the opinion that ycu had formulated, do you feel 

that you could put that out of your I:l ind conpletely, and 

predicate your ;juo3:ie t s olely en the· testimony a.'l'ld the 
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' facts as you t-iould hee.1· t hen 1n t11is courtroom in this case, 

if you are select~d ~s a j uror? 

A I don' ·t l'".nou . 

Q Beg pnrdon? 

A I don 1 t lmot·1 . 

Q In other wcrds , f'rom. your o.nm-ier ·I take it tha t you 

might have some probl ems separatin3s those facts, alleged 

facts, that you hc.ve lear ned sane place el se, from thos -

that you · oight h:::a:r ·· :i tl i s court :ccom, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q . Having tha t difficulty, then you would not be able to 

pre<li~ate ·your jud[:Jl!~nt s olely on i·ihe.t you '\-Jere to haar in 

this courtroom? 

A I don 1 t lu.cw hc~i t o a nsi'jer tha t. 

Q Well,' to put it ancthei- ·N:;i.~ , do you feel that your 

mind 't·1ould be con'tc.11inat ed sor.1e~,1hat by the outside influenc ::; 

of the past? 
' I 

A I don't t hin!-;. so. 

" 

. Q Do you think that you could separate the past and t~. 
r. ..:.~ 
I 

\':hich you lc;arned ou"-::; i~e th~ courtroom, from that -which yot 

would learn ins i de t he courtrcom? ' . . 

A Yes. 

Q Do you f eel t hat y ou could? 

A Yes. 

\' · 
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criminal tria l i s entitl ed t o a f a ir and impartial trial, 

and the State of' Ohio is entitled to that sane type of a 

trial, and you a s ·a juror i::ould ha ve the duty of seeing that 

bo~lih:. the State 'of Ohio and the defendant receive that type 

of trial? 

A Yes, ·r would be f air. 

Q, Do you t eel t 1n. t you could measure up to tha·t qualifi .. 

cation? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Mm·J, the Court will instruct you, Vil"s. Weist, among 

other things I presume, as he already has, that a de:fenc1o.n-c 

in a criminal case is pr~suned to bG innocent unless and 

until proven gui lty by t he State beyond e rcas.onable ccubt, 

·would you afford and give that presumption of innocence to 

this defendant? 

A Yes, sir. 

I 
Q, Would you do that knoi'1ing what you know f'rorn . the out-

side sources t hat you have indicated had previously caused 

y•m ,to form an opinion? 

A YeS_p sir. 

Q A little louder , please? 

A Yes, sir. 

T1IE COURT: Mrs. Weist, \·JOuld 

you lil~e some 't'iater, please? 

?ms . 1TE!ST: No. I have been 



" I 

. ( ,, 
,· ..... 

,• ', I .... 
425 

---i---

in a roc:.'l filled '1ith smoke for t wo days and I 

have a smoke allergy . 

Tifil C OUR':L': I see. Do you 

understand the question, Mrs . Weist·, er would 

you · like to ha~\Te it r ·epeated? 

i-.ms • WEIST : Yes, pleaze r epeat 

the question. 

Q · P..cs~;ling th~t the Court uill instruct you tha t a 

defendant i s entitled to the presumption o:r innoc ence, 

unless and until proven guilty beyond a reas onable doubt 

by the State of Ohio, i·wulc'l you and could you afford that 

presumption ·or inncce!nce to this defendant, knowing tha t 

you, hao previously fornulated an opinion relative to his 

guilt or innccence, despite that opinion, despite having 

formed -Chat opinion, could you afford · to him at this tir.l.e 

and throughout the trial and until such time as the .state 

't'Jould prov-e , if the State 1~ould prove , beyond a reasonable 

doubt his guilt, 1· ould you afford that presumption of' 

innocence to hirl? 
I' 

A Yes. 
\ 

Q Police o~ficern and gov~rnmental officials may t estif 

in this matte:i.4 , I·!rs ~ W0ist,. and if · they do, so~eJ.y becau~e ;.\~ 
,I. 

they are police officers or govcrr~1ental officials, testifVJ g 

in their off icial cap~city, would this cause you to give ' . 

greater credibility, greater believability, to those ·Jitn SS:)C 

r 
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than some l ay uitn.;;ss? 

A I con' t unsrn:~~· th~t yes or no 9 

Q Would you believa a polic -i;ian oveT somebody else, just 

because he is a policeman, a ll things else being equal? 

A My anm~er is 'Che sur.1e . 

Q Beg pardon? 

A My anew er is tho av.me. 

Q You cannot ans··1·::r tha:c question? 

A I can't s..."1m10r that quest ion. · 

Q Policemen, Yu·~ . Weist, or coroners or doctors or l a .'ilye' s 

or ·judges are net infallible; end ~hen they testify t hey 

testify to · that 't'1hich presumably they kno·w, the s rune as l e.y . 

\ people. 
\ 
' Nc1·1, just bc~a.uzrn somebody is a doctor or a l awyer or 

. a judge or n clergyma.Yl or public offi.cial, this doesn rt mean 

that his testi!:lony is any more or l ess truthful than 

else's, does it? 

A No. 
\ 

\ 
If' the Court '[!~;re to tell you that you shall not g i ve 

\ 

greater or greater belieirability to the testimony of someone 

because of his official capacity solely, would you accep·i:; 

that instruction und follow that instruction? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, the Court i-·ill instruct you also that there are 

several kinds of evid ~ncc, there :s direct evidence, that 
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which is perceived by the ·1itness throueh his ·senses , he see -

it, he hears it, he fo~ls it, he touches it. 

And there is circumstantial evidence, and t hat i s 

evidence that ·we infer fL"om a certain set of :facts. 

By circur:istantinl evidence, for example , if this morni1g 

't'1hen you came in the building the streetz \·;ere dry, the 

buildinss were dry, tho sun wn.s out, the trees i1cre dry, the 

grass was dry, and bet't':ecn nc-~J and noon til!le you did net go 

outside,, nor did you lool): outside, bu·i; a t noon tir.1e 1:;hen you 

went outside, you found tha·i; the streets ·m~re wet, .the grass 

was '\'let, the : build in,zs ~-:er3 wet , the s un was out. 

From t hose .facts you could infer that it had i·aincd 

sometime between nine o'clock in the morning and noon; is 

that not correct? 

A Yes. · 

Q, That v-zould be circumstantial evidence. The conclus:i'.c~ 

tha~ it had . rained would follow natu1·ally from those facts~ 
I 

would it not? 1 . ' : \ 

\ 
A Yes . i 

J \' 

j 

Q, But if you had gone out a·~ noon time and you sa1·1 ttilit 

only the street ~ms ~;et ,, and not the buildings and not the 

grass and no·t t 1e trGcs, then you could assume from that set 

of facts t hat it n~y have r~ined and rained only .on the str~2t, 

but it may also have been tha.t a. water truclt. went ·dm·m the 

straet and clei:!.nGd the str.:;et . 
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So that there '>·Jculd be ceveral conflicting reasonable 

inferences that you could come to, is that not correct? 

· A Yes. 

Q. That type of circumstantial evidence could not be used 

against the defendant, and if the Cour·t "t·1ould so instruct 

you, would you follcu that instruction? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q or; in c t .er i:~o-·ds , if the Court told you that circun- . 

·stantial evidence prope~ly proven is just as good and just 

as binding as direct evidence, i'10Uld you . accept that instruc 

tion from the Court ? 

A Repeat the last part? · 

Q .. If the Court told you that circumstantial evidence, 

properly proven, i s just as good and just as binding as 

direct evidence, ·;ould you a ccept that instruction from t he 

Court? · · · 

A Yes. 

Q. . Mrs. W0ist, do you know anybody in the Prosecuting 

Attorney's Office? ,j'.t'• f: 

A I don't think I do. 

Q Or. do you knoi-1 a."lybody on the defense side of' the 

case, Mr . Bailey or Mr. Sherman? 

Q Or do you kno1·1 enybooy fro~ the Sheppard f amily? 

A Ko. 

·~~lb--....... i--.--------------~~- . 
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... 
q Do you hav~ a.~ons your i L1.mcd i a te acquaintances or 

relatives any l aw enfo:rcer.!ent pe opl e? .. 

A No • . · 

Q As you stand here t~day, Mrs . Heist, cio you ·ha"ve ·o.ny 

feeling of f avoriticn f or t he State of Ohio or fc~ t he def e sc , 

or against the St::.?..te of Ohio or aeainst the defense? 

A I hn.ve rui.xed emot ions . 

Q, Would. the mi::;;d emo·Uons t hat you have be s uch t hat 

you feel you could not sit as a fair and i mpartial juror u 

this case? 

MR . BAILEY: I object. 

THE COt;'"RT: Overrulea . Do you 

understand the quest i on, d:rs . Heist ? 

HRS . :mIBT: Yes, I '\·iould pr efer 

not. 

Q You t·muld prefer not to s i t a s a juror, is t hat your 

A Correct. 

MR. CORRIG!u"\! : In view o-f this 

answe:r, your Lonor, roey I ch~llenge for . ca.use. f 

please? 

I 
I 

I see Couns elors, \ 

(Ther eupon counsel and t he Court conferred at t he 

Court' s bench out of t he hearing of the jury panel , 

as :f'ollo,::s; ) 

\ ·, 

), 

" 

' \ 
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po you raise an 

objection, Lee? 

:No, out of kindness 

tc the juror, I T«?Ould suggest before e~m.r.1ining 

her that you excuze her on the ground o:r her 

smolce a llergy. She is going to spend a l.ot of 

time· in si;1okc-filled rooms, and probably she 

would be unccufcrtable. 

'rill COURT: Do you join in the 

challenge? 

1-ffi . BAI..l.EY: For ca use? If it 

· ii:; to be C:-1 th~t ground ; I certainly do. 

(Thereupcn procccdin~s were r esumed 't'1 i thin the 

hearing of t he jury panel, as i'ollc-t:Js :) 

THE com;:m : . M1·s . Weist, the 

Court wishes to co;::I:lcnd you for your willingness 

to serve hei~e. , if call ed upcn, and 't·Je 1·1ant to 

thank you fo1~ t '1e time you h:o.ve spent. 

He ~'lo·w t hat you he~ve this smoke a.1.lel;'.gy , 

it hes be.::n called to the Court 0 s attention by · · :- · 

both counsel, and 1.-:e knc1·1 that you have been 

here i.1aiting call :lnd willing ·to s er ve if called 

upon. 

But the Court i s going to honor your 

2~a t' A cl13 .. l'-"·n~~ cf' oth stdes tho.t 

I I I 
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;·,"j you be excused frcn ::.':'u:rthex service in this 

cause, anc. ii' you t·iill advise Hr. Txizino, the 
• ·1 • • ~ ··.' '. ', 

Jury Commissioner, o~ your ~moke all ergy- , you 

tell him that you are excused :from further 

· scr·'lice ~t all in connection with your call. f'or 

j \iry service at this time, would you please 

! i· · advise l·!r. Trizino . 

now, before you are excused, Mrs . l·eist, 

tile Cou:rt edQcniahes you and instructs you th~t · 

you will not discuss this case or ' ·Jhat little 

you have h~ard ~bout it, since you have been in 

· this building, with anyone , not even with your 

husband. 

You 'liJill izsue no stat eoent, you will 
... • 'I · 

make no obG'3r1 <,;;,ticn e.bout the rierits of lacl~ of 

merits, about your mi.iced emotions, you i:Zi.ll not 
. . 

discuss this caze i'!ith anyona until such time.; 

Hrs. Weist, as a ju:ry has returned its verdict 

in this courtroon, in open court. 

Do you unde~stand these instructions? · 

MRS .. WEIST ; Yes . 

T .. !E COURT: · Will you f ollct<J 

them? 

MRS . UEIST: Yes . 

J TIO: C0lJRT : Tha.nlc you, and 
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Counselor, do you wish to be heard? 

MR . DLTI.EY: I simply wish to 

renew the challcnse earlier nade to the array, 

based on the t;.--cmso.ct ions of this morn:L'rlg . 

TEE COURT : Let the r ecord 

show that the challenge to the array, the motion 

of the c1efe1 ~o che.llenging -Che array is ovcr1·ulr:d • 

'. 


