THEREUPON, RUSSZLL JEFFIERSON, a member
of the prospective Jury panel, having been pre-
viously sworn, was cxamined and testified on
voir dire, as follous:

THE CCURT: Gocd afternoon,

Mr. Jefferson.

YR+ JEFFERSON: Gocd afternoon.
THE CCURT: Mr. Jeffersong

the lauyers will put questions to you, and you
will have tec keep your voice up so that each
person in this rocm can hear you.

Do yeou understand that?

MRe JEFFERSONS Yes, sir.
THE COURT: You are under ocath,

Mr. Jefferscn, and the lawyers will put questicns
to you, and lr. Romito, who sits right before yeu,
he must report everything that you respond to in

the record, understand that, sir?

MR, JEFFERSON: Yes.
TiE COURT: Now, you will have

to speak loudly encugh sc that each of us can
hear you, and sc that Mr. Romito can perforn
and carry out his ¥Yesponsibility. |

Do you understand that?

YR, JEITERSONS Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Counselor Corrigan

or Spellacy?

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATICH OF RUSSELL JEFFERSON

By Mr. Corriran:

b o > O P O-PHO bSO B OB O PO B O O

o

Will you state your name, please?
Russell Davis Jefferson.

Hheré dc you live, lMr. Jefferson? _
12805 Signet Avenus. : 5
In what community is that located?

Zone 20.

In the clty of Cleveland, is that correct?
Yes, ﬁir.

How long have you lived at that address?
About eight yezrs.

Where did you live before living there?
132nd off of Kingmen.

How long did you live on 132nd off of Kinsman?

About four years.

Where @id you live in 1954, r. Jefferson?

" I am not sure, but I think it was 143rd and Kinsman.

Nevertheless, you were living in the Cleveland area?
That's rigut.
Are you a native of Cleveland?

YQS, I an,
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Q
A

Q

the back row will hear

Did you attend the Cleveland Public School Systen?
Yes, I digd.

Wnat is your p:

" Postman,

If you will tali loud enough so that the pecple in

yeu, none of us will have any diffi-

culty hearing.yocu., all right?'

A I work at the United Statés Pcst OfTice, letter carric
Q You are a mail carrier?
A Yes, sir,

Q How long have you worked as a mail carrier;, M.
Jeffersen? -

A About ten years.

Q Hhét did you do before bscoming a nail carrier?

A ‘ I worked at Walte ﬁoﬁors..

Q .And in what capacity did you work at White Mctors?

4 I was a laborer.

Q Keep your volec up.

A I was a laborer.

o] How long did you work for Wnite Motors?

A About one year.

Q 'And what did you do before working for White Motors?
A I used to work at the Neu York Central Railrcad.

Q Please keep your voice up. Uhat type of work did ycu

do with the MNew York Central Iailrcad?
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'up there or scmethinzg. I denlt knou. |

.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Q
A

. Gee, I don't know the name of the place.

I was a laborer out there, ©
THE CCURT: I can't hear hin,
Counselcr,

You wiere a laborer with the lew

THE COURT: . Counselor, I cannot

hear hin.

" Are you married, sir?

Yes, sir.

Is lirs. Jefferson euployed ocut of the household?

What type of work dogcs she do?
She works at the snack bar at Fairview Hospital.
Yhat does she de at TFalrview Park Hospital?

She works at the snack bar.

At the snack bar?

Yes, sir.
How leng has she worked at.that hospltal?
X think it is about three months,.

Pefore working there, did she work elscwhere?

s i . T

-

That type of wecrk did she do?

i o

I dont't know. I really don't know. She was cleanin¢

—

! York Central Railrocad?
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.Q Hou long have you been married, Mr. Jefferson?
A About thirteen years.

Q Thi.rte;en years?

A Yes.

Q Is your wife o native to the city of Cleveland?
A lc, she is nct.

Q Iwhere is.she fren?

A She is frcm lontgonery, Alabama.

c

How old wos she vhen she came here, epproximately?
About thirty ycars cld, about thirty years of age

——ne

About thirty years cof age?
Y53;
ch long azo 4id she came here?

Oh, about thirteen years nou.

O » O P O P

Back in 1854, i, Jefferson, you understand this is

the case of the State of Ohlo versus Sem H. Sheppard?
A Yes, sir.

Q Back in 1954, did you have any cccasion to read anything
ﬁbout this case in the ncuspapers cor in magazlnes?

A I had heard about it, but I don't remember reading
anything about it at that time.

Q You are lettinz your voice trail off. i
A I remember heering about it, but I cannot recall |

whether I read anything or not.

e s a——

Q Do ycu recall hearing anything on radio or seeing
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anything cn television?

A No, I den't. I canlt remonmber,
Q How about since 1984, have you read anything in the

papers about this cace?

No, I haven't.

Have you read anything recently?

Wo, I havenlt.

Do you get the daily papers in your hcne?

No, sir, I don't.

& » o > o F

Do you have occasion to read them at your place of

employuent or elsculicre?
Yes, I do, but I ery scldom read.

-

You are not a very avid neuspaper reader, is that righ
No.

No you are not, or no you ars?

No, I am not.

Did you have occasion to diccuss this case with anyonc
o, sgir.

Do you remexmber anyone talking to you about it?
Wo, sir.

At no time?

e e et o et

At no time.

T

You never discussed it this case wlth your wife?

No, sir.

P GRS Y O S - T ol - SRR

Have ycu, Mr. Jefiferson, ever been involved in a
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criminal matier as a vietin or & witness or as a Juror, or
in any nanner?

A No, sir.
Q Any close namber of your family ever been involvasd in
any erininal case as a vietin or a witness?

A o, sir.

Q Do you knouw anybedy in the Prosecuting Attorney's
Office?

A No, sir.

Q Do you knoy anyhedldy on thg defense gide of the table,

the defendant Sam Shoppard, his counsel, Mr. Bailey, or

1. Sherman?

A No, sir.
Q Any nmembers of your fanily or close acquaintances of

yours that are menbers of a law enforcement agency, such as
police officers or decputy sheriffs?
A No, sir.
Q Judge Talty instructed you when you came in with the
rest of the jurcrs initially, that under the law a defendant
is presumed to be innocent unless and until he is proven
gullty beycnd a rcascnable doubt.

If you are sclected as & Juror in this case, will you
presume this defendant to be innocent unless and until |
proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt?

A Yes, sir.




Q I anticipate that Judge Talty will instruct you, too,

_dnference or a fact.

because of the fact that he is a police officer or a

A That's r»ight.

that there are several kinds of cvidence.

There is dircet evidence, that which somebody hears

He will tell you that there is circumstantial evideace
vhich is indirect cvidence. It is evidence that we arrive
at_frcn certain facts that are proven, and the conclusions
that normally follcu frou those circumstances we draw another

Now, if he says and tells you that circumstantial
evidence properly proven is just as good and just as binding
as dirgct é?idcnce, 1ill you accept that instruction of lau?
A Yes, sir.

Q Nou, if a police officer or a governmental official,

county official, testifiecs in this case, would you solely

governméntal official, would you give greater weight or

greater believability to his testimony than scmebedy elsels

testinmeny?
A No, sir.
Q So that you uculd put the police cofficer and the

governnental cfficial on the same plane in determining how

much truth they are telling, is that correct?

Q Now, would you exploy your common everyday sense in

i AT e - NN TEYET Y Tt
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.detexnining whether to believe a witness partially, or

ccmpletely, or to disbelieve what ha says?

A Yes, sir.

Q Mr., Jefferscn, locking over the panel of people nou

sea#ed in the Jjury box, do you know any of those people,
yes or no?

A No, sir, no, siv,

Q You do nct. If it came to your attenticn, sir, that
one of the fellow members cf the jury was also a member of
the Postal Deparinment, -would that in any way affect your

Judgment in being fair and impartial in the determination

g ol ke

" of this case if you arc selected as a Juror?

A ~ Mo, 8ir.

MR, CORRIGAN: Pass for cause,
your Honor.

IR, BAILEYS Your Honor, I
think before Mr. Corrigan passes for cause
he is entitled to knou that Sam Sheppard,
worked at TFairview Hospital and may have had

contact with this rmants wife.

1R, SPELLACY: Ee said Falrhill
Hospital.
MR, BAILEY: Was 1t Fairhill?

mTe C Ov T

Tils COURT: | Counselor Cerrigan,

do you wish to put another question predicated --
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By Mr. Dailey

4 bad guy?

MR, CORRICAR:: lo, your Hconor.
I passed for causze.
THE CCURT: Thank you.-

Counselor Dailey, please prcc ed,

VOIR DIRE IXAMIDATICN OF RUSSDLL JOTFERSON

Q Mr. Jefferson, you told us that back in 1954 you nmay
have heard sonmeihing about this case?

A Yes.

Q Do you occasicnally watch television at night to get
the news?

A I don't even remember whether I had a television then.
Q Did you hear your fellow emplcoyees talking at your
place of work about the Sheppard case?

A Not that I can rcmember

Q Do you ever recoll hearing them express an cpinion as

to whether he was gullty or he was innccent or & gocd guy or

A I don't remawmber.
Q ' If any such opinions were expressed, is it fair to say

that you don't even remember them, is ‘that right?
A Beg your pardon?

2 I say, if any cpinions were cxpressed to you or in

s e
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your presence, you den't say longer rc:r“ﬂb'-\r than?

A o, I den!

o

Q Tou, you have besen aware for a couple of days that

you mizht be exaxlned as & possible Jjuror in the trial of

Doctor Sam Sheppard, have y'ou not?

A Thatts rizht,.

.Q._ And I toke 1t that the matter has bsen more or loess
in your nind, the pessibility of being seated a2s a Juror?
A That's rizht.

IQ. I take it, of course, in thinking about this matter

you have attecmpted to determine waether or not you can be

fair and Ilmpartial to Doctor Sheppard?

A I never even gave it a theugh
Q Well, giving it sone thought right now, dec ycu feel

that despite what you may have heard from any source, that
you can be fair and impartial to Doctor Sheppard?

A Surely.

Q You ware instructed that the defendant in this case,

as in every criminal cacse is presuned to be innccent at the

outset, for instance, right ncw?
A That's right.
Q Do you have any difficulty in epplying this rule of

lau to yoursclf in presuming hin to be innccent right this
moment?

A o, sir.
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Q And nothing you have heard to the contrary in the pas
makes it hard for you to sit t e
thdt Doctﬁr She;;ar‘ is innccent?
A o, sir.

Q Did you ever learn frdm any source, people talking,

neus nedia, what Doctor Sheppardls background ig?

A The only thing, that he is 2 doctor, that's all.
Q Did you ever hear what kind of dector he is?

A No, sir. f

Q Do you know what an oatecopath is, Mr, Jefferson?
A No, sir.

Q

‘It may be that in the course of this trial, testinony
will be given by medical experts fcr-the State cn the cns
hand, and for the defendant ci the other hand.

It may be that a medical doctor will give an opinien,
and maybe a doctor of cstecpathy will give a contradictory
cpinion.

If the Court infecrug you that in the eyes of the law

-both kinds of docctors are equally qualified, and caually

licensed, would you ke able to view them equally’ in ‘consider

ing their credibility and the vorth of thelr opinicn?
A Yes, sir.

t

\

: |

Q You have been told that the burden of proof is on th J

#

State of Chio, and that the defendant need not produce any):

evidence, and that if he doess nct produce any evidence, no!

at thie mcment and presum

AL
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agree with theirs, even though they are in the majority,

inference or sugzcstion should come into your mind that he

is silent because hé has scmething to hide; this instruction
will of course, be glven to you again if you sit as a juror.

Do you hove any diffiaulty iﬁ applying that instructid
ccnscientious 1y in cciing to a ﬁecision in this case?
A No, sixr.

Q And you will be Told that if it becomes necessary that

the defendant in addition tc having the right not to producg

any evidence, and indccd no ohligation to do so, has a furtlic

e

right under cur Federal Constitution that he need not tastif
and that if he does not testify hils silence cannot be used
against hiﬂ; in other words, put together with the facts cf
the State his silence adds nothing, no inference.

Now, if this instruction were given to you, and Doctol]
Sheppérd, the defendant here, did not testify, coculd you
conscientiously apply that rule end draw no suggestlon of

guilt from the fact that he was silent?

Q If you are scated as a Juror, Mr: Jefferson, and the
case comes to you for deliberaticn after the clese of the
evidence, and the rules to be applied are given to you by

the Court, arnd ycu should find-afier thorough discussicn

Pt

wisth 211 of your fcllow Jurors, that your judgment dces not

and you are in the minority wulth your vicw, would you so
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A No, sir.

to nmake the verdict

that although you ar

as you Judge the fa

conclusicn with whic
but you nonetheslezs
ong, can yocu acher
it?

A Yes, gir,

long as this was ycur best and nost
to yonr ovn view rather

order to reach a verdict?

Q You would not?
A No, sir.
Q In other words

uere wrong in the conclusion that they had reached, in order

Judguent?
A No, sir.
Q 'Ybu'will be instructed that even though you are cne

of twelve deliberating this case, that you must come to an

honest and conscicenti

to listen to the vieus of your fellow Jjurcrs, you nmust vote
cts to be.
Now, that will

is given and upon vicwing the facts ycu come to a certain

Q It would not embarrass you into swinging over, is that

t henest Judgment, adhere

than swing to the'majority just in

s even though you might think that they

unanimous you night go against your ocwn

f-'r
O
[
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£
o
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sincere independent Jjudazment,

¢ enccouraged to discuss, deliberate and

be the instruction. If that instructicn

h the other panel members don't agree,

feel in your heart that it is the right

e to yocur oun judgment and stand up feor

Tt
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right?
A (Witness neds, )
Q kay. - I think we may anticipate that testifying for

the State of Chlo will bz scme police officers who are
offlclals of the government, the city of Cleveland, the

County of Cuyahcgza, and indeed the State. -

If you heard the testinony of a police officer on the

one hand, ccntradicted by an ordinary citizen who had no
official capacity cn the other, would you hé inclined to-
give more credibility, that is, to believe more quickly the
pelice officer, Jjust because he. was a;state=officia1?

A "No, sir, '- i ! "

Q You ray hear testirony from the County Corcner, he me
testify ac to Tfacis or he migat give sone opinions in the
case, as a doctor, and that testimony misht be contradicted

by some other doctor wno has no connection with the State, .

; \
and no official capacity; wculd yocu be inclined to give merg

4

credibility cxr believability to the Coroner, simply'because

he was a state official?

A No, sir.

Q Now, you have werked for the United States Government
for ten years? :
A About tuelve ysars nou.

Q myelve years. I take it then you started apout the

\

A




PPTPRPCRSS TSy - & 2ad

I=
0
1 97}

A Well, I was uwcrking cn the

wail truck then, but I mean
I have been a letter carricr for about ten years.

Q You will bz tecld that the faect that an indictment was
brought against Dcetor Sheppard is no indication that the
governnent is right, that the geovernment's side 1s the right
side of the case, that the indictment is true.

Now, is there anything about your connection with or
caployaent by the United States Government that would make
it difficult for ycu to =zcecept that you must view both sidegd
evenly, and give no ccnsideraticn to the fact that one party
in this case is the State of Chio?

A No, sir.

Q You alsoc will be told that although the State, the
pecple of Chio on the cnz hand, are a partyrto this case,
and the defendant Szm Sheppard on the other,fydu stand
between thenm as the judge of the facts.

You are no longer & person of the State of Oh;o and
you are not a person ascociated with the defendant, but a
- Judge betueen then.

Do you fezl you can accept that role and accept that
Ynstruction from the Court, and stand between the State of
Ohio and Doctor Sam Sheppard, giving favoritism to neither
side? -

A Yes, sir.

Q Mr, Corrirsn discussed with you the possibility that
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clrcumstantial evidence would bg relied upon, and you have

e2id to him that if the Court instructs you that circumstan—

tlal evidence can be properly presented, just as reliable az
direct cvidence, that you would accept that instruction and
folleou it?
A Yes.
Q Now, 1f the Court instructs you further, that where
circunstantlal evidencs is used and relied upon, a special
rule must be applied by you as a juror, that rule beinz as
follois.
If the circumstances that are proven to you, that you.
are satisfied arc true, point only to the defendanf, that a
cembination they pecint only to the défendant's guilt, you
nay conviet him,
But if they peiant in more than one direction, one of

which is the defendantts zuilt, ocne of which is the possibil

ity it wasn't the defendant, another of which it might bé
scuehedy else is gulltys but if it doesinot point only at
the defendant, you nmust find him not guilty.
If you receive that instruction as to elrecumstantial

evidence, do you feel that you could follow it?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, assume that the State of Ohio'prcsents its
“evidence, and the State will go forward first,sgs: is our 5-

custom, and this evidencs 1s circumstantlal, and the sState

1

/
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of Ohioc presents it in

‘meanings that they might have in your commcn experience,

it in order to sustain the charge in the
indictment; that is, that Doctor Shepparé killed his wife,
and then the defcnse presents circumstantizl evidence to
show that somebely else, a certain person other than the
defendant killed his wife, would you be able to view the
evidence of the defcnse as searchingly and as honestly as
you would wview the evidence from the prosecuticn?
A Yes, sir.
Q IAnd if the Court tells you that in ccnsidering circumn-
stantial evidence you must consclentiously and thoroughly

to the best of your ability search cut the truth, and con-

sider all the possible combinations of facts and 2ll of the

would you be able to do that, to folleow that instructicn?

A Yes, sir.
Q- You may now rccall or you may recall before the cease

closes, through the evidence that you hear, some facts about
tais case which will not have appeared in the trial of this
lausuit, information which won't be brought out by elther
gide.

Wow, if the Court instructs ycu that any Information
coming into you recollection that did not come through this
witness chair, in the presence of the Court and the jury aﬁ@
counsel and the defendant, information that came from any |

iy

other source, you must not consider, put out of your mind,

—
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assume that it is not truec, and never happened, and decide
the case cnly on the svidence in this trial. I

Will you bz able tec follcocwu that instruction and put
these other suggestions or facts right cut of your mind?
A Yes, sir.
Q You perhaps are now auare or may become aware, you may
later recall, that there was an earlier trial, and the trial
resulted in a conviction that haz been set aside.

The Court will probably instruct you that the fact
that there was a trial, another Jjury heard scme evidence,

may be the sane, may be different, and returned a convictich

o

and the cénvicticn wos set aside by a higher court as a
nullity, 1t is meaningless and we are here today Jjust as if
it had never happened, and that inference whatscever against
Doctor Sheppard, no sugzgestion that this nmeans he uas guilt%
can be draun by you, but that we are starting fresh today
with a presumptica of innocence, and the evidence that we
‘have to bzing to you as jurocrs, if you are told that by the

Court can you effectively push out of your mind any refer- '

ence to any prior preceedings?
A Yes, sire
IR, BAILEY: " Thank you. Pass

for cause.
THE COURT: Mr. Jefferson, will

you taxe Ch2ir puaper six, please, in the first row,

e s

e

i




[
e

right next to Yr. Uyeoff.

Tadiesc and gentleuen of the prospective
panel, the Court indicated at the outset of these
proceedings that we would try to take our after-
ncon recess at 2:45. It is shortly before 2:45.

Dven thcough we started late this after-
nocn because of cther procecdings in connecticn
with this matiter, we are geing to take our after-
noon recess at thils time.

Yhile you are away on your afternocn
recess, iadics anﬁ gentlenen, you will bear in
mind the instructions given you on each occasicn.

You shall not discuss'what little you
know of this case amongst yourselves. Jou shall
not permit anyone else to discuss it with you,
nor shall you peralt yourselves to overhear any-
thing that rclates to this case by any; means of
communicaticn.

7e will have our afterncon recess.
(Thercupon & recess was had.)

THE COURT: Counselor Balley
or Sherwan, I believe the option 1is with the
defense.

MR, BATLEY: lay we approach

the bench before it is exercised, your Henor?

g
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