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~ Wednesday Morning Session,

9:15 a.m., November 2, 1966

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies
and gentlemen,

JURY: Good morning,

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen,
each of us participating know you didn't have
the comfort and convenience of being at your

homeé last night, but we want you to understand

‘that we all appreciate the facf that you have been

denled this comfort and convenience of home, but

trust that last night was at least bearable under

the circumstances.

Now, Counselor Spellacy or Corrigan,
do you have another witness?

MR, SPELLACY: The State will call
Doctor Lester Adelson,

THEREUPQY, the State of Ohio, further
to maintain the issues on its part to be maine-
tained, called as a witness DR, LESTER ADELSON,
who, having been first duly sworn, was examined

and testified as follows:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DR, LESTER ADELSON

Er Mr, Spellaecy: '
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For the record, plcase state your nane?

Doctor Lester Adelson,; A-de=c-l-s5-0-n,

~ Vhere do you live, sir?

23005 EBeachwood EBgulevard, Beachwood, 21,
Are you married, sir?

Yes, sir.

¢

Pamily?

Yes, sir.

What is your businzss or professgion, sir?

I am 8 physzician,

-

How long have you been & physician?

I recelved ny Doctor of Medicine degree in 1935, I an

in ny 27th year,

Are you llcensed ©o practice medieine in the State of

Yes, sir,

Doctor Adelscn, will you give us an outline of ycur

educaticnal background, pieasze?

1s RATLEYS if it please the
Court, and for the record, this witness 1s known
to me and we will stipulate that he is emminently

qualified in the field of pathology.

ary ConnT ‘ 'B

MR, CORRIA M2y 4t plecase the Cowrd,
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we would like to have the jury know the educational

background without stipulation.

THE COURT: | _Pl&ase proceced,
counselor.
Q Doctor Adelson, will you then tell us your educational
background?
A Yes, I received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1935

from Harvard College; and M.D., Doctor of Medicine, degree
from Tufts, T-u-I-U-5, University School of Medicine, in

Boston, in 1939 .

I serveditwo years as a rotating intern at the Hartford

Municipal_Hoapital in Xartlford, Connecticut; and one year
as resident physician and Di;egtor of The Outpatient Depart-
ment in the same institution.

Then I served 42 months as a medical officer with
the Army Alir Forces during VWorld VWar 2, and a couple of
years of that was spent over in the South Pacific.

After I was made a civilian I served thﬁee and a half
years as a yesident in pathology, which is my specilalty,
at the Hartford Hocpitel in Hartford, Connecticut, and
followed that with fourteen months at the Department of
Legal Medicine at Harvard lMedical School.

That brings me to September of 1950 when I took my

present position,

Q Doctor, you nentioned that your spedialty was pathology;

i
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what is pathology?
A Pathology is the laboratory side of human discase,
human injury. ‘A pathologist is a physiclan who works in

the laboratory rather than at the patlentis bedside.

Q that does a2 pathologist do?
A Viell, a pathologist supervises the worlk in the
laboratory. He is famillar with blocd chemlcal analyeis,

bacterioclogzy, urinalysis. He examines tissues removed in
surgery. ,If an gppendix or gall bladder 1s removed, it
is sent to the pathologlst for his study.

And he performs autcpsies ¢n people who have passed

Clle
Q What are auvtopsies?
A An autopsy 1s an examination of the body carried out

afser death to estahlish The cause and occasionally the
nanner of death,
Q What is the -- strike that. What is’your present

position necu, deoctor?

A I anm a pathelogist at the Cuyahoga County Coroneris
Qffice,
Q How long have you been a pathologlist at the Cyiyahoga

County Coroncr's 0ffice?
A Since Scpitember, 1920,
Q- Since Septcmbor of 19507

A Correct.
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Q That would be approximately sixbeen years, is that
correct? |

A I am in oy 17th year,

Q 17th

A In my 17th year, yon,.

Q@  What are your dutics at the Cuyaheoga County Coroner's
Office?

A Vell, my major respensibllity is supervision and

participating in the work that takes place in our autopsy

¢
[

room,and when Doctor CGerber, who is Coroner, is not avail-
able, I carry out some administrative functions.
Q_ Have you had coccasiocn durdng your course of duties
as a Cbroner.of Cuyahoga County to perform autcpsies?
A Certainly.
Q Approximately how many have you performed?
A Oh, Thousands, I don!t keep any specifle record of
them.. But we do guite a few, and I do my share,
Q Approxdimately, if you can?
A Well, In the seventesn years I ‘have been there we
have done about 21,000 auvitopsies.

I would gay 1 have dene betwesn a quarter and a third
myself, beside supervising., It is a fairly rich
experience,

Q Doctor Adelson, direceting your attention to July 4,

1954, did you have ceecaczion to perform an autopsy on one
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Marilyn Sheppard?

A I did.,

Q Vhen did your asutopsy begin in that matter?

A Approxdmately 12:30 in the aftcecrnoon of that day.
Q Will you tell us what was the first thing that you

did with reference to the autopsy?

A Well, I looked at Mrp, Sheppard, I saw evidence of

I washed off the blood, and then had some photographs
taken to depict the externgl evidence of injury.
Q flere you present when those photographs were talen?
A ¥Yes; in fact, I ﬁelﬁed to take them.
Q What were these photographs of?
A Photographs c¢f her face and head, both hands, and
eventually her slull, the bones of the head, when they
were éxposed.
Q You mentioned an external observation that you made
of Merilyn Sheppard; will you tell the Court and Jury what
that was, please?
A Yes. lMrs. Sheppard was a well developed and well
hourished white woman who looked to be her stated'age of
thirty years.

She was 67 inches %a2ll, and weighed 125 pounds. <&he
was in complete rigor mortis; that means the body was stiff

g1l over, and the blocd had settled to the back of her
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tody.

Aside from the Injuries, the sole noteworthy finding

was that when I pressed on her breasts a little bit of

wattery fluid came ocut which 1s called colestrum, which

was suggestive of the possibility of prééﬁancy; which
incidentally I confirmed internally. ’

Otherwize she was a healthy appearing young woman,
with evidence of injury.

Q Doctor, you indicat

o
o,
<<
o
o
I3

ad taken slides, Would
those slides help you Lo iliustrate and describe the
injurlies that you chscrved?

A I think they are an excellent visuval aid to help

conprehend the appearance of llrs, Sheppard when I sa2w her.

Q Do you have those slides with you, doctor?
A Yes, I have soms vicbures. 2
MR, BAILEV: " Your Honor, I would

-

have no objecticn to entering the box as one
exhibit and mazking them bccording1y.
(State's Exhivits 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 were marked
for identification by the reporter.)
(Thercupon a projection screen and projector were
set up in the courtroom.)
A I will get this in proper focus. Give me a2 moment,
please., I think this would be adequate.

I hate to disturb the whole courtroom. Perhaps we
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can irprovise as we go along. We will try it and if it

doesn't worlk, we can rcctify 1t.

Q Doctor Adelscn, for the ru:no e of the recerd, showing

you what has bsen marked for identification purposes as

tates Exhibits 2 through 7, will you identify those

for us?

A Yes,

Q What are those that you are holding in your hand?
A .These are colored tronsparent photographs nmade for

projection,.taken of Vrzs. Sheppard, on the day of the
autopsy, five of them ﬂe*ore the auvtopsy was started; and
one afterward, which accurately and fairly depict the
condition of her injurics at the time they were talien,
Q I believe you indicated before that you asslisted in

the taking of thoze pietures?

A Yes, I helped the photographer.
¥R, SPELLACY: If it please the Court,

at this time we cffer in evidence Statels Exhibits 2

through 7.
iR, BAILEY: No objection,.
THE COURT: " They may be recelved.
IR, SPELLACY: I request permission

of the Court to show these photos for the purpose.
of describing the doctor's observations at the

time of the autopsy.




THE COURT: Request granted.
Q ‘Doctor, would you kindly show those photés to the

Jury, and describe what you cbserved when you began your

autopsy on July 4th, 1Gw=

A Finish your gentsnce,
Q July 4th, 1954, at 12:30.
A I will be glad

To, as soon as I get another part of

the machine,

,uould 1t be preferable to dar

ten the wroom? I will

leave it up to the viewers.,

THE COURT: Doctor, we will rely
on your judgment as ¢o whether or not that fairly

and accurately

H

gpresencs, with this present

lighting ccndition,

' IHE WITNESS: I% would be I think

gharper in a darkencd or semi-darkened room,

THE COURD: Adjust the lights,

to accommodate the witness.
Q Now, doctor, would you please describe the injuries
that you saw cn your cxternal observation?
A Yes., I would like to say that before I actually
start, going into The specific details, a couple of
statements. (A) I have numbered the injuries solely for
the purpose of identificav 1on. I have no way of estab-

1lishing the order in which the individual injuries were
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sustained, and so the numbers are merely so we can refer
_ to Injury Number 10, and so forth.

This is not ¢ Indicate that it was the tenth injury.
I want that to be clear in everyone's nind.

Secondly, ccme of the injuries are not depieted in
the photos, becauze for one of several different reasons,
and I will describe those verbally.

And a'few definitions s what I wanted to mention,
so I don‘t repeat it every time, Vhen I use the word
laceration, I am referring to an injury vhich is a tearing
type of injury.

Vhen I refer to a con! cusion, I am referring to a
bruising type of injury.

If I vae the vord ED“&oiCﬂ, or abraded, I am referring
to an injury which has a scraped characteristicy

If I use the word fracture, I am referring to a bone

which had been brokeh.

¥With that sort of general background I will depict

the various injuries that we have here.

aceration, which 1s ccntused “or

1
:
b
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brulsed, measuring one by 1/2 inch in the left forchead.
Injury Number 2 was & brutsed erescentic laceration,

measuring one by a quarter inch in the left forehead here,
Injury Number 3 was a conbused gaping laceration,

casuring 1-1/2 by 3/8¢hs inches, here,
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4

Injury Nuxzber 4 was a linear laceration, measuring .

two by 1/2 inch in the nid-forchead,

InJury Number 5 was 2 ragged erascentlc laceration

measuring a half inch by a

0

uarter, in the right forshead,

Injury Numbcr & measurced one by a half inch, and uas

over here on the leit side of the forehead; and I could sce

\u-

fron the depths of the injurles fracturss of the under-

lying bone,

Q , And what would that underlying bone be?
A That is the frcental bone., It is the forehead, in

plain parlance,

Q Now, I am going tc Jump & few numbers in order to

show all the injurieg on this particular picture, S0 we
don't have to put 1t back again

Injury Number 17 was swelling and purple discoloration
'of the right vpper and 1owc. eyelids; in plain parlance a
black eye. '

Injury Number 106 was an area df'crusﬁed abrasicn
nmeasuring a half by a quarter, in the right lower lids,
Q What type of wound was that?
-A A crusted abragicn, a bruised secrape,

Injury Number 18 -- excuse me, may 1 correct that?
i% is a little bit dark for me here,

Number 18 was 2 contused abrasion of the right upper

eyelid, which is here,
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And Number 19 was in the mid-right lower 1lid.
17 1s the black eye,

l--ul

‘18 and 19. My apologies for
that error,

Number 20 was swelling and discoloration, purple
discoloraticn and swelling of the eye on the left.

Number 21, a fracture of the nasal bones, which are
the bones that one can feel here, in the bridge of the
nose, with erepitaticn cn manipulation.

: Crepitation is a grating sencation which is apparent
when one moves fractursd ends of bones against one
another, You can’t see the fracture but you can feel it.

‘.InJury Number 22 waz an abrasion, brulsed sbrasion,
or scrape, cver the bridge of the nose overlying the site
of the fracture.

I Doctor, what is the difference, again, betuween a

laceration and a brulge copr abrasion?

A A laceration is a tear, and an avrasion is a scrape.
Q Thank you, deoctor. ~Proceed,
A Injury Nunber 23 wasg a .coatused abrasion or & bruize

scrape measurinz one by half inch in the left lower orbital

margin. The orbit is the eye soclket, and so is this

particulaf injury here; and Number 27, with an area of
purple brown contusion, here on her shoulder, this was a
bruise.

Those are all the injuries that are visible on this
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barticular pictura,

Q Dector, do you have other photos?

A Yes., .

Q Do the cther photos deplet further injury?
A Yes.

This is a different view and we, prior to taking
these pictures,. partizally remove, or, removeditheihair
partially from the scalp of Mrs,. Shappard here on her

left slde.

Q *That i1s the left side of the h=2ad, doctor?
A Thls is the left side of the head, And these injuried

below the hailrline I have already described and will nob.
refer to again,

InJury Numbzsr 11 was & ragged laceration in the
lef't pardetal region, nmeasuring two inches in length,
and it 1s this curved injury here,

cdnJury Number 12 was & ragged eruciate, or cross-shapd
laceratlion, mecasuring one and a half by one inch in the
lef't temporal region here,

Injury Nwaber 13 == 20, 13 I just gave, No, Number 1
a ragged conbtused laceration measuring two by hallf inch
in the left paristal reglon, and it 1s this injufy.here.

Number 14, a contused crescentic’laceration,
erescentic because beling like a half moon, in the left
parietal regicn, and that measured two and a half by

one-quarter inch.

o

L35
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And Number 15, alraggcd crescentic 1acerati§n,
measuring one and a half by one~half inch, and that is
this injury.

Ve have now described all these injuries on the scalp,
Now, before we get away from the head I would want to state
that there were additional injuries which were not depicted
in photographs,

Injury Nusber 8 weog a ragged contused laceration
measuring one by h2alf inch, on the right slde of the head;

and Injury Mwiber 9 was o ragged contused laceration

o

measuring half by a quarter, in the back of the right side
of the head.

And Injury Nunber 10 was a ragged laceration
measuring one and a quarter by a quarter, in the mid frontal
region which is hidden by the hair here,

Those are the injuries which in sequence were not
photographed but I have numbered.

Q Does this then deseribe the injuries to the head,
doctor?
A Not 211 of them, but the oncs that I have plctures

of down to this series of numbers.

Q Are there further injuries to the head, doctor?
A Yes, Excuse meé., Now, this is a view of the profile,

the right profile, These injurics I have already cescribed,

- - g 3 dew Aa ol
and there is no nccassity of repeating those.
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But therec is an additional injury here whiech I have

numbered as Injury Number 16, which 1s a small injury. It

appears to be

[¢]
(1]
e
o
L
s
(=]
5
Q
«Q
2]
©
ci

ion or an inecised wound that
has somewhat diffcrent characteristics of this other
injury, or these cther injuries, and that measures 5/16%hs
by 1/8th inch, in front of the vight ear,

Q Doctor, you say it hﬁs Glfferent characteristics;

will you please deseribe that?

= .

A »There was no brulsing of the margin particularly
as compared to here, It is much smaller than these other
injuries, and it tends To have the characteristics .of an
injury made by soucthing that had a somewhat sharper cuttin

surface, It is guite different from the others in general

character.

Q Doctor, doca that then describé the injuries to the
head?

A No. I found that the two front upper teeth of lirs,

Sheppard had been fractured or brolken, and the fragments

were not in her mouth, but there were two chipped tecth in
front., Therce was 2lso some bruising on the inner side of

the lip.

Q What -teeth were those, doctor?
A ‘The “.upper central inclsors, or the two large front

central teeth.

Q They werc chipped, is that correct?

-
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A They had been brokcn off,
Q They had been broken off?
A Yese Most of the teeth were still in place, but paris

of the teeth had besn broken off and were not with the beody

vhen I examined,

These I belleve werzs all the injuries above the neck,

cn the ocutside,

Q Now, doctor, going hack, as far as the left side of

the head and the right zide of the hea

are conecerned,

where were mest of the injuries?

A Left.

Q Cn the left side ¢of the head?

A Correct.

Q Now, doctor, did you have cccasion to observe any

cther external injuriecs T¢ the bedy of Marilyn Sheppard?
A Yes, I did, This is a plcture of the right hand
and wrist of Mra. Sheppard,

InjJury Number 29 was an area of brulsed scraping
measuring two by & quarter over the back of the right wrist,
as depicted here,

Injury Number 30 dozesnt!t appear in the plcture, but
there ﬁas & bruized scrape measuring three-quarters by a
quarter on the palm of the hand, the thumb side, I
Q Proceed. |

A Injury Number 31 was a scrape measuring a half by a
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ght Index finger, as you see here,
close to the knuclile,

Injury Number 32, an area of crusted egbrasion, or
crust scraping measuring 2 quarter by 1/8th Lover the right
forefinger as ycu sec here, the knuckle; and Injury Number
33 was hyper-mobility, meaning excessive motion an
crepltation over the right fifth finger, where one sces

thls serape; and this was indicative of

a2 fracture with a

scrape overlying,

So there were thase injurles here, and here, There

was also on the right hand, on the right forcarm a scrape
measurdng & quarter of &n inch, 7-1/2 inches from the tip

of the right thumb. That is not depicted in this picture

The secrapings and the Lractured finger,

Q Proceed, dcctor, Did you cobserve cother: external
injuries? ,
A Yes, this is the left hand, and there was a scrane

over == 3¢rape measuring one and a half by quarter inch
over the left forearm, ten inches from the tip of the
little finger, That is nob depicted,

But there was a superficial scrape here, and the nail
of the finger, fourth finger, had been partially torn loose
from its attachment, and the base of the nail sticks through
the tissue which i1s called technically the eponychium,

So there was én injury to the fourth finger.
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Q Vhat type of injury was that

ri's

A That was a partial avulsion of the nail .or partizal

tearing away of the nall,

Q Can you describe in what direction that was torn,
daoctor?
A Vell, the naill was Sorn loose from its attachment

underneath, I don't know as I can tell you the direction.

Q All yight,

A I helieve that iz the sum total.

Q “Kow, then, docibor, that depicts the external
observations that you made, is that correcit?

A "Correct. I will Just turn this off in 3 moment,

May we have the lights on, please?

Q Nows doctor, in addition to the external observations
that you have desgribed for us, did you have .occasion to
rerform an internal observation?

A Yes.

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what that was and

what that consisted of?

A gess I will sum up the examination of the bedy below
the head by saying that Mrs, Sheppard was a perfec
healthy young woman, without evlidence of any acute or
chronic disezse of any significance.

She had a small golbter. Her appendix had been

remoﬁed. And she had an intact pregnancy of gpproximately
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Tour to.five months duratlon, undisturbed within the

uterus,

The more signillicant findings from the point of view

of injuries were cenfined to the head,

There were extensnive fracturess of the skull, accom-

panied by hemorrhages into the scalp. . The sufure or scams

in the skull had been separated,

There were hemorrhages on the brain and there was

L=y =}
brudsing of the brain,

!

Q Now, doctor; bancd upon yowr cxperience; and your

examination of Ilarllya Sheppard, do you have an opinicn

as to her cause of death?

A I do,
Q And vhat 1s that cpinion?
A Marilyn Sheprard came to her death 2s a result of

multiple impacts to her head, vhich resulted in fractures
of the sgkull, separation of subures, contusions or brulglug
of the brain, and hemorrhages on the brain, The combine
ation of injuriecs was fatal,

Q Now, doctor, you had described for us the number
of wounds., Will you tell us again how many there were?
A ‘I have & total of 35 individual injJuries numbered
here, and which Idescribed hers in one sequence or

another, E

Q Doctor, bascd upcon your experience and your examinaticg
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of Mgriljn Sheppard, do you have an oninlon as to the

number of blows that caused that nunber of wounds?

A Yes.
Q What 1s that opinion?
A I would say ii was approximately 25 blous, give or

take a few elther way, because one blow could have produced

several separate injurics, as far as the numbers are

concerned,

Q Doctior, going back now to your internal observation,
did you have oc icn to examine the stomach of Marllyn
Sheppard?

A Yes, certainly.

Q And what was that?

A In her stomach, there was no evidence, again, of aay

dlsease., I found a half an ounce of orange dbrown micoid

flulid, which is nmucus; really.

Q What if anything did this indicate to you, doctor?
A That whatever focd she had eaten had passed out of

‘the stomach into the more distal parts of the gastro-
Intestinal tract. In other words, her last meal had passed
out of her stomach.

Q Doctor, going back to the Injury to the left ring
finger, do you have an opinlon as to the type of -- strike
that «-~ do you have an opinion as té vhether there are

characteristics in that wound similar to the wounds in the
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head?

A Yes,
Q Vhat 15 your opinicn?
A I belleve a blunt impact to th

e he end of the finger coulg
tear the nail loese fronm its bed.
Q Based upcn your experience and your examination, do

you have an opinicn as to whether or not all these wounds

were produced by the same instrument?
A ‘I think most of them were, But I cantt exclude the
possibility of some of the injuries being produced by
something other than a blunt instrament or object, call it
vhat you will,
Q What do you mean by that, doctor?
A Well, certainly the lacerations and tears I believe
were all caused by the same insbrument,

But the fraciture of the nasal btones, and the brulising

around the eyes, strile we as prokvably having been caused

by some other type of instrument or mechanism.

Q What dc you mean by some other type of mechanism?
A Well, it could ke from a fist or Just a flat blunt

impact. You don't sce the type of laceration arcund the
eyes and eyelids that cne sees in the forehead and
scalp.

Q Nothing further, Well, jJust one other question,

" doctor. You indicated that you had another slide here,
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is that correct?

A Yes,
Q And vwhat is that a slide of?
A That is a glide showing the ‘injuries to the skull,

visible after the ccalp has been roflected or peeled away

o show the fractures.

Q Will you kindly shew that slide, please?

A erbainiy. I doen't Imow if you have to darkean the
ro0m,

Q I dont't belizve 80,

A This 1s Mro. Shepparzdls skull, She is lying face up

on the autopsy tablc. Thils 1s the back of the head.
"This 1s one of the subures or geams which was loosened by
the blows Lo the head, and these zre fractures or breaks
of the frontal bone, the forchead bone.

Are we through with the projeceter?

Q Yes, unless M=, Bailey has some need,
MR, °“”LL£CY: Will you mark these,

please,

(State!s Exhidbits 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13 were

H
el
"
(9]
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fication by the reporter,)

Q Doctor, showing you what has been marked for
identification purposes as State's Exhibit 8 through
tatets Exhibit 13, can you ldentify those for us, please?

A Yes, 1 can,
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Q And what are those that you are holding in your
hand?

A These are black and white photos made from the color

transparancies which I projected., They are identilcal,
except different size, bubt the details are exact.

¥R, SPELLACY: if 1t plecase the Court,
at tbi" $ime I will offer into evidence State's
Exhibits 8 through 13.

UMD, RATTEV \f

T3 ATT Tl e
EaL-l C'-,'.i-‘._. v

They may be recelved,
Q Now; doctor, afver performning the autonsy, did you

have occaslion to perioxmi any other laboratory tests?

A I did some microscople studies and I submibtted some
material to other members of our staff for further study

Q And what was thatv?

A What was what?

Q What other materials dld you submli?

A I sent some blocd up to our chemical laboratory to

be examined for the preszence of alcchol, which is done

routinely in this tyoe of ca

Q And do you lknow what those findings were?
A Yes,
Q What was thav

A The blood alcohol of Marilyn Sheppard at the time

she died was zero, She was absolutely sober,
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Q Did you have occazion %o do anything else in so far

as blocd was concerned?

L d e A

A I sent some of her blocd up Lo be blood grouped or

blocd typed,

Q Who d1d you send that to?

A Miss Mary E. Cowan, our senior medical fechnologist.
Q Did you perlorm any other. tests?

. :

I examined some of the conbents of Mrs, Sheppard's
vagina or front paszage to see iIf there was evidence of

recent sexual activity. I found none,

Q Pardon me?
A I found none.
Q Doctor, when you examined the lacerations to the

i

head, as you have described them; can you tell us what if

anything you found there?

A Blood, Nothing speclzal.
Q Did.you £ind anything else?
A I found no other forelgn objects or forelgn materlal

other than dried blood which I washed off prior to taking
the pictures,
MR, SPELLACY: I have no further
questions., You may inquire,
THE COUNT: Counselor Bailey'or'

© Sherman?
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CROSs

By lMe», Balley:

Q Doctor; you cc

that you were going

laceration.
Now; a lac

injury by a sharp in:
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serlbed one of the kinds of injuries

o talk sgbout ian

5. 3

your testimony as a
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-

ould inciude not only an incilsed
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by a blunt instrament,

A Yes, lacorad
A laceration is a2 e

were Inflicted by some instrument without a cutting edge,
in ali provability?

A Correct.

Q You sald that you made an examination for evidence
of sexual activitcy?

A Corrects

Q The fact ic that you found ro sperm in the vagina,

is that right

A Exactlys

Q

Now, assuming
be no evidence for yo
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could have been thatacti

inkernally, certainly
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Q The two teeth of lardlyn Sheppard were broken off,
were they not, from some force exerted from inside the mouth
pulling out, frem the way 1t was broken?

A I belleve they were probably broken from something

on the cutside strilding in,

Q Strildiang in?

A Yes, &n impact to the teeth.

Q What bruising did you find around the lip?

A L found a little bit of brulsing around the lower
ilp.

Q Now, what was the aangle of the break, if there wa:

one, of these medial ineiscrs that broke off?
A I don't think I remenber any angles. We have the

chips, we can look ali them,

Q Do you have some notes on that?
A No, except I don't have the speeific angle. I have

measurements as to thcir slze,
Q Would you attenpt to recall whether or not the angle
of the broken surlace was significant in determining. how

these teeth were brolion?

A I don't think I can answér that question, Mr, Bailey.
Q You don't have any =-
A I have nothing to indicate -~ I know, I saw the chips

the next day, but I don't remember which way they broke

exactlye.




Q Where are the chips now?
A I don't have them.
Q You don't have them, What did you find about the

fractures to the tecth that was incongistent with then

having been broicen off by something yanking them out?

—

A I don't think therz is anything inconsistent with
that.
Q Well, do you want to leave it then there is no wvay

for you to tell vhether the breaking force came from

within or without’

A I would say elther one 1s a probabllity.

Q Of course, the toscth chips werz not found in the
mouth?

A Exactly, they were nob. |

Q And as far as you know, they were never in ﬁhe mouth

at any time?

A No, I have no way of koowing that.

Q Cnece they were broken?

A 'Onpe they were broken., They were found outside

the body.

Q So thiz was conaistent;uith Marilyn Sheppard having

clamped down on scnething, which was then yanked awvay
from her?
A I suppose that is one way it might have happened.

Q - You sald thzre might be as few as 25 blows to have
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caused the 35 injurics that you observed and described?
A es, I said 25, zive or take a few, I don't think

I can be specific,

Q Well, in giving that opinicn, I assume that you have
in mind the possibility or even likelihood that some of
the blows to the hands were inflicted in the course of a
blow which wound up strilting the head and therefore two

brulises were caused with one blow, is that 1t%

ci

A That 1s cae possibility. The others I deseribed;
for 1Qstance, threes different injuries on the hand, which
could have come fron one blow,

Q@ © 'The finger nail, for instance,; couwld have beeq torn
away by an instrument hitting 1t at the top and pushing it
out and away, and devn in?

A Yes, cercainiy., That is one mechanism,

Q@ I assume you have made some cffort to determine what
kind of instrument could have caussd these blows?

A I have done nothing specific, except to do my day to
day work, and sce the kinds of injurles that people come
to me with, and to mentally catalog them.

Q - Well, from the injuries that you observed, do you
have any opinion a&s to what the striking surface neces-
sarily consisted of?

A- ' An edga that was blunt, with a veriety of striking

surfaces to produce the varlety of injurics that I observed
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and that the picturcs show,

Q You say a variety of striking surfaces; way:is that?
A Because the injuries vary 20 rmuch in their dimensions

and they vary in their characteristics,

Q And, of cource, they are inflicted <a differcnt parts

of the skull, each of which has its own individual

contour?
A Correct.
Q And the longest lacergtion is on those portionslﬁf

the slaull where the conbtour is the most gentle, in other

words, fthe slkull is most flatg?

A The skuwll is mest flab, of course, in the forchead
region.
Q Are these blows consistent with somes striking

instrunent which has 2 curved edge?

—

A It could bz a curved edge, a varlety of curves,
Q Did you find anything in the wounds themoelves, any

remmants or any microscopic materials that would help us

as to whether the instrument was metal or plastic?
A I don't think -- I am not aware of any plastic,

other than scmething like Bake-lite that is focky hard,
that is going to produce this degre of trauma,

This has got to be an extremecly firm and in ny
opinicn probably metallie, or something as hard as metal,

t0 produce this depree of injury.




173

Q Now, you found one injury &t least which appears

to be In slze almczt a hole, forward of the ptight ear?

A ¥es, sort cf a sharpening, marginated,
Q It does not have the appearance of the other bruisess

to the extent that it does not appear to have been caused
by the same strdiking surface, is that true?

A Yes, that is onc of the varleties that I mentioned,
Q That injury, ncwever, is consistent with a sharply
pointed strildng surlface’

A Yes.

Q As against the linear strlking surface that czused

(=] BASL TS

the others?
I agree.
You found no picees of metal in any of the wounds?
Nene.
‘Glaszs?

.None,

None,
How about lacquar

I didntt sce anything other than dblood,

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q Plastic? ; :
A

Q

A ¥

Q I take it that you washed these wounds up before you
took these pilciures?

A * Obviously, yes.

'Q Quite extenzively. Now, prior to the v

4
|51
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hing we
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they examined?
A Oh, yes, I looked at these to see what I could see,

but they were a sea of blood.

Q I understand; when the blocd was removed was it kept
in any way fcr exanination?
A ‘No, the blood was washed off.

Q So there may have been microscopic particles in the

blced which were uashed away?

A That is a possibility I cannot exclude.
Q How was this vashing accomplished?
A Gently, with a sponge, éripping down, and gently

patting away, to add no artifacts cr new changes. This is

something we do routinely and with care.

Q Did your exanmination of the stomach contents ﬁelp yeu,
or let me say your examination generally, help you as to
the limits of possible time of death?

A Only inscfar as we know when she ate her last mezl.

I found an empty stomach. The question is when did she
last eat,

Q ' Assuning that there would be some evidence that she atg
late in the evening, can you tell us from your experience
houw long it takes to fuliy digést and pass through the
stomach a meal of say ham_and berry pie? Tl
A Would you classify it as a light or medium meal? Not

a heavy meal?
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Q A medium meal.

A ' A medium meal, under ordinary conditions, and there
are exqeptions, would leave the stomach within twec to four
hours.

So I would say that death cccurred scmevhere in the
region of four hours with a little bit of lee-way on either

,.?;de’ after she had caten her last meal.

Q You mean at least?
A Yeg, fou

Q Four hours?

A ‘Yes.

Q

Once the food has left the stomach, of course, that
examinaticn doesn't help you as to how much longer it might
have been?

A That's right, that is as far as we can go.

Q fbu say that she was in rigor when you made your
examination at about 12:30 p.m.?

A Complete rigor mortis, yes. _

Q Will you tell the jury when the onset of rigor mortis
comes in the usual case, and how long it lasts?

‘A " Rigor mortis sets in very very rapidly in pecople who
die in the midst of severe physical exertlon.

It sets in slowly in people who die when_they are
'relaxed like somebody who dies in their sleep.

And it bezins within a few hours of the time of death
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unéer ordinary circumstances, and again under ordinary
circumstances within six hours it is ccmplete, meaning that
the Jjaw, the arms, the elbous, the hands, the legs, and so
forth, are cermpletely rigid,

And at ordinary temperature, room tgmperature, it will
Istart to pass off within 24 hours.

When the environment is warmc;, hot day, rigor mortis
starts in more rapidly and passes off more rapidly, because
it is a chemical recaction that 1s responsible for it, and

chenmical reactions are ocrdinzri

[

¥ sped up by heat.
Under ccnditions of chilling, rigor sets in nore
slowly and passes off more slowly.

Q Do you recall at what time the rigor state dissipated

in Marilyn Sheppard?

A After the autopsy she was kept in cne of our crypis
which is at ice box temperature. I locked at her again,
but I didn't feel her, on the next morning.

Sc I don't kncw when the rigor disappeared. But conce
you get into an ice box, things change completely. It is
an artificial envircament for a human being, alive or
dead.

Q Vas there any clothing on her bedy when you recelved
it at the mortuary?
A There was soze clothing on which I locked at, but it

was removed by our mortuary attendant. I didn't touch it.
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Q Do you recall the position of the clothing when you
saw 1it?

Y just looked at it and went to prepare
to get ready, because this was his respensibility,
Q I take it you mzde no notes or cobservations con the

blcod spatter that waz on the clothing, if any, indeed?

A I did not examine the clothing at any time.
Q From the exanminaticn uwhich ycu nade, would you have

an opinicn as to whether MMarilyn Sheppard resisted her
attacker before she was finally subdued?

This is & conjecture or guessuwork, I don't «-
You have no cpinicn?

I have no opinion that I can speak with validity.

About hecu thick is nthe forehead bone, as you call 1t?

> O B O P

The frental bone, ordinarily I think it would run

between 3/8ths and 2 quarter or 5/8ths of an inch.

Q Is it a2 hard bone?
A Certainiy.
Q And brittle?

[

It is breaka@le but it is not brittle. It is good
protection for the braln. Nature has given us that much
protection in that area.

Q In other: wuwords, it is a fairly strong bone even though
it is only a quarter or 3/8ths inch thick?

A It is a very efficient pisce of defensive front.




178

Q@ v Now, your slide oif the skull after the scalp was

peeled back, shous that in one arca there was a fracture of

the skull, and the pleces are sitting apparently undisturbed,
brecken apart frem cne ancther?
A Correct.

Q In some cther arcas where there were severe lacera-

tions there vias no frocture of‘the skull as such?

A Yo fractur

©
b
»

vack or cn the left side, toward the

8 ide and back of the nezd

Q Most of the fractures were right up in here?
A All of the fractures were in front.
Q Was therec any evidence that you could see fronm the

bone itself, and I take it some of these injuries went right
doun to the bone?
A The bone ~= well, the bone was broken and I am sure
the instrument tore the skin and struck the bcne.

Yes, the instrument itself struck the bone?

Correct.
he overlying skin?

Yes, the scft tissue was split and the instrument -

o . O Pk £
t
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Did you find anything about the bone, any fractures
or scrapes or indentatiocns that can help us with the
deternmination of the kind of instrument that Inflicted

these injuries?

A No, except that the instrument had to be a suffic;cntlb
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strong one to splinter a bcne. But I can't tell you

specifically the nature cf the instrument.

Q But there were no marks on the bone itself?
A ' None, except the fracture lines.
Q Was the skull examined, the bone, microscopically, to

determine whether or not remnants of any substance might
be imbedded in it?
A No, I saw no foreign material whatsocever. There was
no microscopic examination in response or ansuer to your
question.

MR, BAILEY: I think that is all,

doctor. Thank you. |
THE COURT: Counselor dbrrigan

or Spellacy?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF DR. LESTER ADELSON

By Mr. Spellacy:

Q Doctor, when you performed your autopsy was rigor
mortis complete at that time?

A At 12:30, yes.

Q. .+ And it takes how long for rigor mortis to set in?
A Under ordinary circumstances, approximately six hours.
Q Now, doctor, you indicated -~ excuse me, doctor, you

don't know how long before 12:30 rigor mortis was completed,

do you?

er_,_b_ec&‘nqp that
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‘you don't see, you feel it or palpate it.

Q llew, other than the laceraticns, and the fractured

skull, was there injury tc the brain?

A Yes, certainly.
Q And what was that injury?
A The brain itself was brulsed, and there were hemorrhag

cn the surface of the brain, technically called a sube-

arachneid, and & gubdural hemorrhace,

Q .deetor, uculd ycu cCescribe for the Court and jury
what surrounds the brain?
A Yes. Starting, ol course, at the scalp, the soft

tissue, then the skull, the bony tissues. BEeneath the sgkull
there ic a membrane cr a tissue which is firym and leathery
called the dura mater. This covers the inside of the

skull,

Inmediately on the surface of the brain there is a
very delicate filnmy structure called the arachnoid which
neans splder like, because there are liftle fissues that
look like spiders. This is a very thin £ilm which fits
over the brain and underneath which is located the cerebral
spinal fluiag.

Then there is a thiﬁd merbrane located directly on
the surface of the brain and it fits the spine like a glove

fits your hand and that is called the pia mater. Those are

the three membranes which cover the brain itself.
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And belcow all these arzs the brain?
Below that is the cortex --
And you found bruises on the brain, correct?

The brain was bruised.

O r O »r O

Now, doctor, before when Mr. Balley was questioning
you, you indicated ycu had an opinion as to the type of

instrument that was used?

A Yes.,
Q And what 1s that opinion?
A A metallic object, instrument, call it what you will,

with a varlety of striking faces and sufficiently strong to
result in splintering the bone of a weman with a healthy
skull.

Q Why do you say netallic?

A Because I cannot think of anything that is as hard zas

metal that wculd ordinarily prcduce this degree of skull

splintering.
MR, SPELLACY: o further questions.
THE COURT: Counselor Balley?
MR, BAILEY: Wothing further.
THE YITNESS: liay I have a nmoment

to take nmy gear? Will this be necessary to
anybody else?
MR, SPELLACY: I don't believe so,

doctor. e have no further need for it.
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TEE CCURT: Vork that out with
the counselors.

-, LT

MR, BSPELTACY: Do you mind if he

' takes the photos?

(ZSS: I will take the

slides back. %<Lhey are avallable 1f you want

. thens you can call pe,

| & P . s TT o~y
Lol U, your LLoncr.

THZ CCURTs Cocd-bye, doctor.
isdies and gentlemen of the Jury, now is perheps
the best time for us to ftake ocur morning recess,
even though ue have only had one witness this

Thile you are away on your morning
recess you will bear in mind the instructions
given yoﬁ cn each occasicn, and that is that
you shall not discuss this case even amongst
yourselves.

You shall not permit anyone else to
discuss it with you. Nor shell you permit
yéurselves to overhear anything that relates

to this casze by any means cf communilcation.

We will heave our noraning recess.

(Thereupcon & TECCSS Was tEds)




