
j-c . l 

< "'· JIR·;. IUHON: '. .. :. :·~ · '. ;· ~ :.o rr- your' Honor· please, 

coun•el tor the· d$t'endant and:. l'.adiea and gentlemen· 

or the 3Ur1: ·r suppose it llipt cbe: well· at thi& : . 

time 1;0· outline· 't'o the Jury~ your· hot having ·bad''f: ~ .. ;.ce 

' 
th& experience u1:·court~ ,fut Wb&t 't'h'e pro'oedure 

···P:l."rst. comeli the illparielling or the 3-ury, which 

has beeif accomplished~ ;!'hen opeiling · s-tateaents by 

the Proaecutor and· counsel· r.t)r ·tire derendant. · . v. ': ·!" 

are· ROW in the process· at doing tQat." ~ ... : .'. ~W'D r.n"':r; 

-~~· l'Ol'loW1ng' the opening statement& witnesses will 

be c&lled on· to testify under oath from that witness 

stand. One by one they will tell their story.. There 

may be some physical exhibits ottered and received 

into the evidence in this case. At'ter all ot the 

witnesses have testified and all ot the evidence is 

before the Jury, then counsel are again privileged 

to addreas the Jury in a closing argument. The State 

will make the opening arguaent, counsel tor the 

detendant Will make their argument and then the State 

will close the argument. 

••lloWing the closing arguments, the Judge will 

r instruct the Jury on the rules ot la• that apply in 

a cue ot this kind, be Will explun to the J\lrJ' the 
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verdicts that might be rendered in this case, and 
·_,. . . .-~,..' . - --~ 

then the Jury Will retire to their deliberating 
."41'"·'"" ::i...: .. .·J.: .: 

room. The Jury will be secluded there. The Jury 
. ~ • ' . :\. '.'?. ..... . . : ~ •.• .i.::. 3 ; :· .~',; .. 3 i1 

will have with it the physical evidence, that ia, 
. '. \ . • . . _:~ :."J ·. ::· .-.. , .. :: . . ,'. " r, . ....... 

the e.xbibita that might be admitted into the evidence 

1n tbis case, and then the Jury will deliberate, 
. ;: .:r .. . : .... ;.~ .• .::·;· ~.- ···~· .. !!~ .. ~:.·.: .;.>·: ;~;.,~.~~:: ... ~ ·: .::-:-:.s·~2r1.er~·~ .. ;>.-; ·.~ 

counsel aaong themselves aa to whether this defendant 
~;1:~/ .• ··~.n :. _...... .· L:1 .. 1·e ~-~1 ... -:-;:.·~.,~ :; ·~-.~~.s t~;~ :~ ·:;..-:; ·.1.,. .:.~ .• :::.:~ 

is guilty or not guilty ot the crime charged in the 
. .. -:. : ~ ··· 1: - ' -:--

,• ... 

indictment, and when and it you agree upon a 
... :.,.·., .... ' 

verdict, and it will take a while tor you to agree 
·.~.-·~-'i· .. ·:i~"= .:· ·~e .. :.2. ;..~-~s :.i -:.i1:: ;n .. 1 ~ -'~~ ::~"'~~.: - · -~. ze. 

upon a verdict, you Will then be called down into 
-.·{~.:::.;,· .. ·: ·. · ... ;.~ .~;c ~.r~::..:·~ .. ~,l.: .. ···.;.!~ ··/~:.:t. .... t .. .:J r-:...·· l.-:-:-~~~:i..:.~:. 

the court room where in open court your verdict 
·~ .. ;·: ·;:::-. .:~:· :~· -.. ~:· ~ ~-\.~ .·..:'_ .. ~:.1 ... -:; " ... ~ ... : .. ·~~~..- ·'" 

Will be read • 
. .. 

.. ·.:.:·:. .. . .... 

).< 

,. ~. ·". , ... \. ....... ;. .. 

:'""'", 

;. 

~ ... 
. '· 

·':;" 

""-.. . ... ~ .... :· ~~ ... 

. . ~ ..... . ,· ... " - . ..... . .... 

'" -, 
•·.-.:. ,\ . 

., . .,, ... 

" 

.:.:•,·,. .... : 

. ~ ... . .. 

. -. . 

-·-. . : .. ~ 

.. . ~ :.~·. : .".: ~ 



'lhat 18 the,procedure that is tollowed 1n ... ,_ - . ' .... ' . _;,. ..;. 

every criminal. case, ladies and gentlemen, and . " .. . .. "" '.. ; ·- . . . 

which will be t.ollowed ill this case. _ 
. . ;. - ' ' .· . - ~ . ·- •. l. .. 

__ .Ho~,. at .this. st~e ot the p~~~eecifD_g~''· .. ~he 

prosecutor. and aouns.el tor_ the detendant are ... 
• - • • ... - • ,J. --- • • • ,. •• • ·- • • ...... • ~ 

pr1vileged to make an opening statement _to the 
- --~ • .......... ·.,_ -~.: - ... · .. · ........ ..;. .,,_,,._,. _.,_ . .,:..· .. •r~::.:.r:. ·.i~-:-· 

statements ~e not tor. the plJrpose . ot. g1 ving. you . 
• '·: "- -.,-,J,,' .. . • •. _... .... ... . • .;, • • .... • ... ,, . ' ....... .: 

any evidence.in the case, but are, o~J.y tor the 
• • • • ... .. .... ~ • - • • - ·.;. •, · .. lo • • ;.:..:. • • .... t·.. .. - . .... .... ' 

pµrpose ot te.111.ng you ~bat we .~e~t ~ the . _ 
•. .. ..... • •• ,'.' .• 1:.:.1.. .. - • ,,;. ••.• ~ ,; \,1Jli.a• ... Jt. ................ ,.:, '•4.J'"~· 

ev~d~ce .to pe, so _t~t- as the .. Y.&ri.o~ ~~nesses 
~ .•< ....... ·,· •••·<O •• '"• •' '• "'" • ._....._\\ •. - .,;,,;',...,Ai. :;:.'..I,. •.,! I • ,,", ~4 ~_, t t,,. i..,,.; 

take the witness s:tand and testi4 you might be 
• ••••• .... • • • .. ••• ··' ·-- --.. • ' ... j - ••• • • • ... •• • ..... -·- \ •• • .... 

!.?. ~ better position to fit into its proper 

place the te.stimony or those witnesses.. and so 
..... 1 • ·-·~,. · , • • -~ -. • •• • - .•.• • .:. ~ • .J. :_,._c·w .... : ,. ,· .. ~"-

anything tha~. I. say to you dur~g.,,tq.e .. c;9:urse 
..- ' ··• • I .. ' . . - •• • ~ .,. - 1, - • - I. ••• 

ot tb1s opening, statement . .,. or arqthi.ng that 
. " ····· ·' ... -.. .., .. ' .. .,, .. ~ 

counse_l. tor .tha ._de.fendant Will sq to 1'0U. when 
" . "~ .... ..... . . .. .. .. •. ' •- "'" . ... . -.. .; .. _. -. ~ ........ :. ... -- ' .. . ...... -.. , 

•~ 1!.i!.-!k.1-.~C?.. YC!~~ri8~-~~~ ;.~.'?~l(::q,. ~~fS~~e17'~ by 

you J.n; ~ .respect as. .evidence in . this . case. 
A t . .,. .• -i/ .,. ... ,._, • • 1t:f.,·., - .. •• \..tr,.J_.ra._ .. •. -~ .• J.,__· 

.. ~! •• -~ _ .~~.f.el!~~, :.h~S., ~ b'~~ ·(1J?.~c.t!~ ~- 5~~e Grand 

Jury ~ t~.~~-·~'~" ~;, mw:~C!~· ~ctm: ,:£?.:st .. ~egi:iee, 

and I am ti.rat . &o:Lng. to read to you the 1n.d1ctment 
. .• - ·• ' ~' • " - .. ·• '•• .;. ,.,. ._ • •. •· . - " :0 ~ ~, ._\,, • .;.. '.I,...._.,. .. r ... • 

wh1.ch . haa been_ ;r~turned _ b7- tbe. ~and ... Jury.,_ and then 
- • .,~ - • , ... _ • • ••• ...... ..... • .; - • ' .~. •• • ..... Ila l _, ....... • ~ . "- - -

tell Y,f:!~ . wh~t I ~:~e,ct the evidence to disclose. 



"ot the Term .. ot April :1n .tAe Year of OUr 

Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Pifty-tour, 

, <"' ... 11 
. i ..... ' t· 
_,1.,_;··~~· 

the Jurors ot the Grand ·Jury ot the State ot Chio, 

within-and tor the body ot the _County a:toreaa1d, 

on their oaths,, :1n the name.and by.the autborit~ 

ot the State ot Jlbio, do t,.ind and present that . 

Sam H. Sheppard on or about the 4~bday_or July, 

1954, at the County aforesaid, Wllawtully, purposely 

and of deliberate anq '.premed1tated. .. aalic:•, ld,lled 

Marylin .. Sh4[tppard, contrary _.to .the .tOl'lll .ot the .. 

atat•te in such case made; .and prov1ded,,. and 

against the peace and dignity ot tbe State Qf 

Ohio." - .. ' ' .,.;.· 

.. : Nqw, .. that,, ladie~ _and. gentl~en, .1-. the 

formal indictment which ~•s betn.returned by 

the . <Jrand . Jury ot this qeun1;7, cQarg1ng this. 

detendant w1 th . tbia ot.t:e1;1~e 1 .• and tus Hem.or, 

Judge ~thin ... , ~en. he _il)etruct•,~zou on the 

rulea.ot law_.1~.this case, w~l t'llyou.tb~t 

the 11Jd1otaent 1s n()~ evidence ~iD:-thia c~se. 

The inclictment is mere~,the_tormal way or 

a9via1ng the_detendant of a charge wtuch he must 

meet in court so as to give him an opportunity 

to prepare his defense. 



. -- ..... :: 

Now, in support ot this indictment, I expect 
' ' .. ~ - -· 

that the evidence Will be substantially as f'ollowa: 
' ... .. 

• •J ... 

The evidence will disclose that Sam H. 
·,c·. 

Sheppard,, his wif'e.1 Marilyn,, ~d his son, lmown 
:.. "' .. . ~ ... ~ ·. ·,.... . . ' '. ~ ~- ·'. -. \. · .. ·~·. 

as Chip~ a child, I think, about six years of' age 
::. ; " L • _. ! l ~·; :w• • ; ·"t •• ·' .-J ·• • -:· • ' • • ' .:. ~ ' • 

on July 4th, resided at 28924 Westlake Road in the 
.. \ ::,.. ··"~ .. • ·• . : • •• ~: ~" L ..... ".' , •• '."I.~.;•: · . • :~... ..:;..·~··.a•'.;_ ~·'' 7, ·: ~ 

city of' Bay Village,, which is located in CUyahoga 
.. 

' . 

County. 
. ::· .. : ... ·., ' 

ibe evidence Will disclose that this heme is ......... : 
. ·. . •.. .....;. -~.<.- ... 

situated along Lake Erie,,be~ween Westlake.Ro~ 
.. ' l.t :"." ·'. .... · . ...\ - .· .. :• 

and Lake Erie. '!'hat the house in which they lived 
!'i . '. ~ 

there races Lake Erie, the f'ront of' the house 
' 

... . ,. 
'··' .. . . . . . '·- . 

races the lake, the rear of' the house races 
....... ~. . :: 

Lake Road, so as you go of't the road and go into 
-."j. ... , .. .... ._ .. , 

a door there, it is a rear door that leads into 

a hallway,, the kitchen is of'f' the hallway there, 
.. ~ .. . •,.' .. ' · .. : . ~. . :. .. ~ 

and you walk -- and you continue to walk through,, 
.. .. - c.: ·:·~~~ .. J ...... ··-~: '":.~ •• ,., :· ·, 4 

and you walk into the living ~oom. It is a 
, '\'- .... • -·.··iA-::. .' . '"1 · ·~-- ~·~ \. ·~ .. -· 

little bit dif'f'erent ~ban ~he average layout of' 
"~} ~~'> • 'L .• ·,_ <I ,·', '; ~ i!.~ ~ ~ ·: :·:~:: ... J ': • • • ' ': :· ; • 

the house as we understand them that race the 

street. 'Dlls house 

races the street • 
. ~ ·'\ ·. 

~ .. ,,. :' 

~· •. _.,. 

the rear of' the house 

'· 



The evidence •111 diecloae that thia defendant 

1a a doctor and practiced in Bay Village and nearby 

points, and was associated With Bay View Hospital, 

which.hospital 1a also· located in the City ot Bay 

Village, and that ia also located on West x.ke Road, 

two or three ailea, I·aa not sure·.u to, the di•tance, 

east of the home or Dr. Saa Sheppard. And cODJlected 

With that.hoapital'ot the Sheppard family besides 

Dr. Salll Sheppard wu hia t.ather, Bi.chard ·Sheppard, Sr., 

a· brother, ... Richard Sheppard, ad anotber brother, 

Stephen Sheppard, all of these. qoctora, all ot. them 

associated together at that: hoap:ltal •. 

The.evidence.Will.further disclose in· this 

case, ladies and gentlemen, that on the night of 

July 3rd,. which waa. a Saturday,. that there had been 

some arrangements made tor a fuai.l.y·by the n .. e of 

Ahern, Mr. and Jira. Don Ahern, and their.children 

to have dinner at : the l:iom• ~. saa .Sheppard •. 

· Jira. Ahern and Jlar:tlJD Sheppard bad made 

those arrangement•·· ·. '!'be Ahern· t:amily also reside 

on Weat·LakeRoad and they also -- and they live, 

I think,· about t1ve bouaea weat.o!' the Sheppard 

home and did at. that ti••··... "~~ -~; ·: ... 

The·· ertdeno• Will cttacloae that. about·.between 

6:00 and 6:30 on'theevelling ot July·3i'd,: taat Sam 
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-~ ·: }';!- { 

Sheppard and his wife, Marilyn, and his son, Chip,· 

went over to the Ahern family's home,·and there 

they had a couple of cocktails and talked there 

until about 8:00 or 8:30 -- about 8:00, I believe 

the evidence will disclose, when they adJourned 

:from the Ahern home and went to the Sheppard home. 

That is where the dinner was to be. I believe 

that Mrs. Sheppard, when-ahe went to the Ahern 

home bad a roast.on cooking and continued to·cook 

while· they were visiting at the Ahern home. 

Atter arriving at the Sheppard home, the meal 

wu finally prepared. In the meantime, before that 

Mr. Ahem, Su Sheppard, Chip and I believe there 

were two boys of the Aherns --

. MR. DAHACEAU: Yes. 

.JIB •. MAHON: -- two boys of the 

Aherna, they were down in 'bbe basement of the 

Sheppard· home. There ia a punching bag down in 

the basement there, and·tbe boy• were being shown 

how to punch the bag down there. 

Sometime atter that, or maybe· 1t: was before 

they went to the basement, Sui Sheppard and Don 

Ahern went down to tha lake, went down the stairs 

that you .. aaw there yesterday and which you went· 

down, down.to the lake to see how the lake was 
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because they expected th~ next day, or Dr •. Sheppard 

did at least; that there was to be some people at 

his home to. ~o, some water skiing. He went down 1X> 

examine the condition ot. the lake to see whether 
. ·- . 

or not it J?igbt be suitable t.or water skiing the 

following dq. 
· .. • 

About 9:00 th~y: started to eat, had .their 

dinner, and the dinner was served -- while it was 

a rather chilly even~_ and the w~d •as. ~lowJ.ng,, 
tbe meal was served on the ~r.?!l.t porch. '?Jlat is 

..... ~~ .. 

the porch overlooking ~e._ l~e. It. is a. screened-in 

porch, a large screened-in porch. 
' . . .... ·- . " 

The table was set out on the porch,, and that 

is where they b~ d;Lnner~ w~th ~e .e~cept1,on ~~ the 

children. The children were served their meal in 

the kitchen, but ttl.~ adults,, that is, Mr. and Mrs. 

Sheppard and~. and~~·· Ahern., had :thei~ meal on 

the por~h. It was quite chilly that evening, and 
- • • ' • • • . ,_ , ' • • • • • J ' I 

during the course ot the meal, maybe Just before it 
.. .. • • • • ';;: '"" ". ·• J • • ... • : • ... ' •• ••. • ~ . " • 

started, .Dr. Sheppard put on a corduroy, .Jacket and - - . ~ .. . . .. ~ . . .. ,,... . .. . . . "\. ·, .. 

Mrs •. Ahern.obtained a sweater or Jacket ot some . . ~- . ' . ~ "" . .. ' 

kind and put it over ~be shoulders of Mr. Ahern • 
. ·'"' . .. . . '" ..... , •.. 

The evidence will .disclose that earlier .. 

that evening-Dr. si:ieppardhad been we~ing a khaki 

Jacket, and that that was removed when he was in 



the basement- and he·- couldn1 t find it, and so he 

put on a corduroy Jacket. · -

The evidence will disclose that the meal was 

completed~ they hacl finished· eating, &long about 

10:00 or maybe shortly thereafter;· Atter·the meal 

was cOlllpleted·Mr• Ahern· took-his c.bildren and took 

them home. Mrs. Ahem remained at the Sheppard 

home. 

AB I said, Mr. Ahern only lived about five 

houses to the left on Lake Road. And he returned 

to the Sheppard home along about 10:30 that night. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Sheppard and Mrs. Ahern 

cleared the table and washed the dishes, took care 

ot that. Dr. Sheppard waa in the house. I believe 

he was tiXing an airplane or his son that had been 

broken, a toy airplane. 

During the period ot the meal -- they had a 

small radio in the house there and that was on and 

there was a baseball game that night which lasted 

quite late, until atter midnight. It was an 

extra-inning game. Cleveland was playing. And 

after the dishes had been cleaned up, Mr. Ahern had 

taken his children home and returned, and then they 

put on the television, there was a movie on. They 

also kept the radJ.o on to listen to the ballgame, 



at least the men did or Mr. Ahern principally I 
)' . ,. ; .. 

think waa interested in that, and they continued 

to watch this. moy;~e, the tour adults. I believe 

Just. be~o.~ .or Just about ,.the. time that the movie 

went on Chip was P.ut to bed. Then the adults 
·. . .... " . ' ~ . ~ 

watc~ed: .. th~.:. mov1~ and list~ed to ~h~. bal~ame • 

. '\-:- . ·- ·- - ... . ..:.. " 

... 

,,. 

~ -...... . 
. · .•! 

.• .. '. :1 ..,r,:~ •s • 

. /. 

'· ... . . .. -~ 

. .;. 

.. - { . ... ._. ~. 

.. :-~ .·_: 

. ... - ., .. ' 

' . 

. ; .•• ~... -:--<:-• 

: ' 

.- , : 

.. , . . . 

.,, •• .l - ..... .. 

' ' 

. :i . 

·, . 

l• ... ,.· .• 
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During.tJ;iat period of time 1 Dr. Sheppard, 
.. . ' ~ ' 

who had been seated on a chair with hi.a wife there, 

went over to l1e down on a couch. This couch is --

you folks wer.a. out at the scene 7esterday, 

probably you observed,it as you went through 
.. · .. " . ' 

the ~ying.room:th~re. The televi.non was 

pointed out to you, .· and the couch was pointed .. .· . ;, . .-.. · -- .. . .. .. ... . · ... -

out to .. you. As you go to the second floor of' that 

house 1 you. go.: up three steps t.C?. a. Pl:&tfOl'Jll.1· and 

that platform al~o leads to-three steps that 
' . ·..; - • •,,,#. '. .• .. •• .... •. - ·, •....• ·•· f. ' 

rise trom the kitchen up to that p,lattorm •. 
. . , _. . ... ·- . .· -· '.· .... .. .... . . 

~ other. wo~ds1 .:rou can enter --.so upstairs 
•• I. , .. • • • ' . ,, • , 

either trom t~e ld. tchf!tn door or trom . the 11 ving. 
'... . .- . ... -· .. ·-.> •.. :- ., • • . ••. ..... • .... .... • ·_,.... • ._ ~ .. 

room.door. There are three steps up to that 
. , ". ~ 

platform, and then you go up the 11U11.n s~eps 

which go straight up to the second floor. 
• ' - ... ~. ..... ; • :,r • . • : 

. llow, ~his . couch . was 1.n .. t~e .. l1 v~g_ room, 
'... •• . .!< .. ·_. ' • • .. ... .. . -

which ;s~.;,L-~~!Red. ~~0.~~.,1d~. <:>f.-~~~~ .. s~~c&,2'~! 
and extends from.the.stairway 1 .those three steps 

. - .: ..... l ... ' .• . . ··- : . --~ ·- • - ' • . ~ .• ~. ~ ... - . -~ •• 

that lead up to .. this ... 11 ttle lancl1ng_ there .. going 
~ • ' • • • • ' ' '• - J,. • ' ' jr • • • l - • ~ .~ • ' • 

up the. _s~ai~~ ~ and to tpe en~. of . t~~. ~all there 

ot that L • 

. When:.~~ ~nt.~ --~-·~n Dr •.. ~eppard !ent to 

lie on that.couch,. his television was in operation, 

and.he lay on his stoma.ch pointing toward the 
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--·· 

teletlsion and had a pillow under- hi.a chin so 

that his head was up and that he could watch. 

'Dle ev:tdenoe will disclose. that hi.s dress. 

-~ , ... ::;·2' 
.1'. '· )._ .> 

. . -h 

that mght -- that he had on ~ Pair of ~r~u~e~.s, ... 

slacks, sort ot corduroy; that he had on a white. 

'f-ahirt; that he, had on this curd_f:?l'OY jac~~; 

and he . had hia; .1$hoes .. on . or loafers ot SOll18 _kind, . . - ... • ~ .. ., 

and some socks., and that ia the way he was dressed 

when he lQ on that couch watcMng the television. 

Die evidence will disclose that wtUle he . ... ' . . . 

other people were .there., and along.shortly atter 

12 o' clook the· mo.vtJ. wa~L 991D:ple~ed~, llrs. ~eppard 

ns rather drow•Y:. to~.L 

·: · 'Dle evidence. will ~clo~e that the Aherns 
. ' 

lett along. clQae , :t.9 ~ 12 :.3P on the mor.ning ot 
' ... 

July 4th at·~~ time.,;- right. at.ter. .m:1.dn1ght. . ·' . ' l... ... "'' . . .. :... . _, - r..- · ... ; 

.:: ,,'.ro go··:"&9k , .•. J.itt~.,.; pi~" .. af.'~t~~~, ~ ~~,~ .. :'. 

had 'been, complet.E!d .. and._ :.~te_~· the tabl:e- ~d been 
... ...... • ·~· ..... '·. J •-' 

cleared¥ .ott .,_ the dishes,, had. been taken trom the 
• . • • • • ' • 4\• • ~ • • •• 

porch .aiid in~ ,t~e, ld..tchen.,. .. the e.v1d.ence ld.ll ,,. .. -·· .. . . . .... • - . 

disclose,tbatMrs. Ahern l.ocked the door which 
" . . .. , - . 

. led t~om. the livil'lg r.oom· out onto the p.orch •. 
.... ~ • .. .. . . . .. -~ - _.,' _: .<. ., 

How,. that Q.oo~ is lo.eked.by, means of a 

bolt. olos:Lng the·· door. There is. a. bolt there that 



you turn, and it turns the bolt into a door tor 

a lock. 

In·· adcli tion. to that 1 there is a ch&Ul lock 

on that which -- part or·1t on the sill and part 

on the· door, and when you put the chain together 

there, that it permits the door only to open a 

certain clistance that-the length ot the chain 

Will let it open. 'ftlat·waa also put in place· 

by Mrs. Ahern. 

How, that was-arter all-of the cleaning-up 

had been done out on the porch, and then, as I say, 

they started to watch the movie. When Jlfr. and 

Mrs. Ahern lett that early morning, they went 

out the door which leads out to Lake Road. '!bat 

would be on this house the rear door, and Mrs. 

Sheppard accompanied-them-to-the door. 

The· defendant, ·sui-Sheppard, was asleep 

on the couch at that time, and atter the Aherns 

got outside the door 1 the door was closed·:, and 

the Aherns went on their way bane. 

1!1e evidence will turther disclose that 

shortly before 6~ o •·clock 1n the morning, that 

same morning, JUly 4th, r.believe 'it was about 

5:50 or thereabouts, -- the evidence will 

clisclose Just what time it enc er 



1<.: ~: :-; 1 
- .. "" •''lr. 

Houk, who is Mayor of the City ot BayVillage, 

who also resides on West Lake Road and just a 

tew houses away from the Sheppard home, and who 

was a very close friend of the Sheppards, that 

he received a telephone call from the defendant, 

Sam Sheppard, urging him to come over to the 

Sheppard home, sanething terrible had happened, 

that Marilyn had been killed. "Marilyn" being 

Mrs. Sheppard. Mayor Houk and his wife went 

over to the Sheppard home and they entered that 

home by the rear door, that is the door leading 

from Lake Road -- racing Lake Road. The door 

was closed and they opened it and went in. 
' . 

'!he first thing that attracted their 

attention as they entered that door was a 

doctor's grip, medical kit upended on the floor 

with some of the contents spilled out on the 
··, .-

floor. 

As you enter that door from Lake Road, 

you enter into a hallway, as you folks observed 

out there yesterday, and the first door that 

you come -- the first place that you come to 

on the left as you enter is a door leac:U.ng 

into the kitchen. The first door that you 

come to on the right is a room which has been 



designated as a study or den, the doctor's ottice, 

whatever you call it, that leads in from the 

right or that ha.ll,, and as Mr. and Mrs. Houk 

proceeded in,, they saw this defendant sea~ed .. 

1n a chair in this room.which is.designated 

as a de~,, th~ den,, and he mumbled something t.o 

them about Marilyn. 

'!he evidence will disclose that immediately 
. . 

Mrs. Houk went ~hrough the .ld:tchen,_up those 

t~ee stairs,,_ and then turned and went up the 

main stairs up to the second tloor. 

~e r~om occupied _bf Mr. and Mra. Shepp~d ,. 

i.s pretty near direc:tlY oppos:t te t~e st:airs as 

you go upstairs on the s~cond floor,, and.Mrs. 

Houk went up there and looked into that room. 

In the bed -- there. were twi!l beds in that room, 

and in the bed nearest.the.door she saw the 
• • ., ~ ' • ' •· ,, ...... ~ '~· "' ~ I • 

body ot Marilyn. Shepp'1'd,, her tace and head 

c~vere!dwith blood,, th~_¥f>per part of ht!~ 

pajamas were pushed up,, the lower part or her 

pajamas, one. leg was.out or the paJamas,, her 
. .;.- . ~.. " '" ....... . 

body was exposed,, she was lying on her back. 
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She felt .. for her --·Mrs. Houk felt.for·tbe 

pulse ot Mrs. Sbeppard.1 could find none. She· 

then returned to the f~rat floor and told her 

husbancl1 MQor Houk1 what ahe had aeenupataira. 

The ev1dencewilldiscloae that Mqor Houk 

immediately called the Bay Village police. He 

also called the brotber1 ·I' believe it waa Richard. 

MR. DANACEAU: ~;. . . ' Richard. 

llR. MABON: 

the brother or· Sam ·sheppard~ and informed him -~ 

what had happened·. . .:~ "':" ; 

',! '!'he evidence w111 turther disclose that 

when the Houks arrived tbere they tetund Sam Sheppard 

in this den. There is-a desk in that den. That at 

the time they tound him he,~had no clotlllng above 

the waist on him. Be bact trousers on1 which were 

wet1 and had his shoes or loaterar Whatever they 

were1 on also. ,Ria tl'Ouaera were wet. ·'' ·"· -· ' " 

They attempted to talk With b1111 but he 

only mbled to tbem1 •aid,; "They have killed . 

Marilyn. n· 

Dr. Richard Shepp'ard arrived ahortly atter 1 

the police arrived there1 and Dr. Richard Sheppard 

went upstairs 'to·'exaafne Jlarilyn .and .round her dead. 

·rt was also··tound· there by the police and· 



the Mayor.when they arrived. there that the drawers 

ot this desk in the den were all pulled out and 

lying on··the floor,, some ot the contents scattered 

around. There was also f."ound there on the tloor 

a wristwatch, which was Marilyn Sheppard's wrist-

watch. 

'lhe evidence will disclose that 1n the living 

room there is a little desk which was set against 

the north wall of the living room.right next to the 

door .tbat:leads out on to the porch, and that the 

drawera of that desk were pulled.out,, that there 

was on the floor alongside, cloae to this desk, a 

bundle ot papera scattered about and piled very 

closely 1nap1le. The other drawers that were 

pulled out, tbe contents .were not disturbed at 

all, but the drawers were pulled out but the con-

tent• of tbedrawers were not disturbed at· all. 

The evidence Will d1scloae .f'urther·that .. the 

police started their investigation, were told by 

SunSheppard tbat.~aomeone bad been in the house, 

and tbat be beard Marilyn cry and be ran upstairs, 

and that be waa clobbered a• he reached the top: 

ot the staira::and knocked out. 

'?he eTidence will disclose, ladies and 

gentlemen,, that he had an inJury to· .. the face around 
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1_{-',...8 
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the-~ eye· ad· that: he~ complained-:: that bi• neck was.· ·-

burt. • .,3.. ~ .. ,_. 

The evidence will diacloae: .that atter his ...... 

brother, Richard, arrived.: there: bi.a brother. Steve 

oaae ·there. and- aoae .other '1octora,<I belleve,,:.er 

interns· trom the Bay View~Boap1tal, ad· that -·" j_:: 

Dr. Saa;. Sheppard ·waa taken: troa ·. tbe. · nouae bJ: ·his 

brotber, Steve, ,and7 tbeae'_iatern• ·and~ taken to: a 

station wagon, I believe it waa, or Steve's and 

tbe place,~ .the7 exa•''!'e<h.the. hou•e.- fte7 · ~ould 

find no.:evidence ·ot· 1.D7one.~·-reak1ng. int~ that .... 

aouae. :'!here. was no~ ertduce ~a~ . all that they 

discovered •. _'!bey .. searched: the, grounds .. arcnmd . i: ,! 

there,. that out 1n-~•:~"'.9 l&ter··o11 that.aorning ... 

\he.:.. ey14ence . will d11c.loae.r. _·tb&~ Mvor. Houk• a ·~'on 

w1 th ojbera tba1t-.:were. . 1e~ . .::UOUld tbe.; gJ:ounda 

~•rt,;a.~t .. 1Ut _ t._,":oe,-:t.¥QU'•,$ol.kat.Qll\ ._ y:1.1ual1ze .. r-­

~Qae .. Ua1r1 . .-~:U iou go: doa ... io1'.~•,.beaoh,, ,:Qd";to.::-

you go'~4oQ-.tb~._beach:. .... ttaerland alopea ott going.-

, 1 ,, .,, " •. llD.., naut.l'IVA'U: ... : ··:,.; '........ ~. ..,Al'I..,.... . "~,.. -:1 

--·-------··--------

· ,. "'f··"'•,the .. eaa•.... ·"'"., »"':" .. - a.,..;...,,.._~r_: . .._ .. ·~~ l..__ 

--·- -----·~ 



.9 

eaat, to the right as you go down the stairs would 

be the east, .down on that hill there in some tangled 

brush the Houk boy round a boy, a small cloth bag. 

In that bag there was ~ wristwatch, a ring and a 

chain uaually worn in the pocket ot a man. That 

was in tb8:t bag.. The evidence Wi.ll disclose that 

t~t w.ristwatch was the wristwatch ot Dr. Sam 

Sheppard and that the ring was his and that that 

chain was his • 

. . · ~~--f:'Vidence will disclose that that bag was 

from the home ot Dr. Sheppard, that it had been in 

the _den, that that bag •as. use~ t9r holding some 

wrenches or tools which ~ere tound lying around 
' ' • ·" • • .i... ~ 

in the d~n there on that ~ming •. 

The evidence will.further disclose that the 

trousers or ~am Sbe~pard, one.or the legs had red 

stains on it. ~- I s~~ before, ~heY, were wet •. 

The evidence will. .disclose~. that later on 

the stains •ere analyzed by technicians to deter-. ·,. ·-' 

~e ~t_._.l)ad. caused the staina, ai._id _ ~e evidence 

wi~~sc~~e. :hat the. st~n was~_buman. ~lood. 

The evidence will rurthe~ ~isc~ose that upon 

further investigation by the police, that blood 
.. . . ~. . ~ ........ . . . .. .... . ... - - ~ 

was. round .. 9n the stairway lead1 ng from the second 

r~oor down, on the top landing and down the stairs, 
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and' downstairs across the· room, blood was round 

on the stairs le8din8 into the basement. · I · · · 

don It "mean pOOlB o'f blood but drops· of· blood"•' 

We expect to show that.while thei weren't 

able to deter!nine ·1mat ai:l otthose spots were, 

air t·o whether· or not· it::ru'. hUiuii'"blood-,' the· 

ertdence will disclose· that· 1t' was: deterliiined 

that it was blood and that some of it was human 

blood, that which they were able to make a 

finding on. 

The evidence will disclose further that 

~ ,, ..... .-..., I ... 

:J_~)'{J~ -~ 

upon examination ot the room where Marilyn's body 

was lying on the bed, that the walls around the bed 

were splattered with blood, the bed was all soaked 

1n blood, her body wreathed in blood. That her.· 

head bad been brutally beaten. 

We will have evidence here trom the Coroner 

who made the post-mortem examination ot the body 

that there were about 25 blows that had been 

administered on the body and principally the head, 

practically all ot them in the head excepting some 

on the hands, and a.ll ot the blows were on the --

moat ot tbem were on the forehead and the front 

part or the bead, delivered With such violence 

that the skull was all crushed and fractured, the 



hands were marked up where they had been hit • 
. ~ · ... 

I believe that one ot the nails was pretty near 

torn out, one ot the nails on the hand. There 
. ~ f'" ~ .... • • ' 

were 15, I believe, the evidence will disclose 
. r ·. r 

that, 15 blows alone above the eyes on the head, 

all of them leaving lacerations and delivered 
,.,. ... .. .·.·. 

With such force that they fractured the skull. 

·.i ........ 

rJ. 

.;. ... . -~-· 
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The.no~e·was broken from a blow; injuries 
... ' . -. 

around .. the eyes.and under the eyes. There were 

blows, andthe Coroner will describe ·to you folks 
. ' ··~ ., (' - . . ... . 

Just the condition of that body when he examined it. 

('.'!he evidence · will further disclo.se .. in 

· this· c;a·;~, 'iadies and gentlemen, iliat' tM~-: · 

detend&nt told the authorities th~·t 'he heard 
. . . 

llarilJn moaning or calling and he went upstairs 

and was clobbered and ·knocked out, and when 
! • - ! ·, y - . -. - . - •. : t·· {_: . . ~ .. - -. - :: ... ,. - .. . . - : >• 

he came-· to he heard· a noise downstairs and 
'·, .,. 1 . .·~ ~ t - .: -· .'.. - ' • ~'" ~' • - • • . - -- • ·-

went downstairs and saw a figure going out 

the porcll'ott the --·'that wo~ld be· the front 

porch toward the lake -~ and then: ~e·:·°f ollowed: 

"arid th12(ti~e went down. the stairs~ down to 

the beach, ancf that he f'ollowea· tlU.s f'igure 

down to ·th~ ·beach, and that there he ··grabbled 

w1 tli tMs t:i'.sure· and' ·~aiD was .kno~ked ~~t • 
. : .:- -·--'1be next. 'th~g that he kne~ he-~~ ·to, 

•, ... ·:":~: ~i-":· ..... :·· " .. '!~·"'.~·.;.•, ... ~ ',I -~ ~ -- i,_•, ... ~ I , , - • 

he was wallowing in the waves with his head on 

t°he beach, and then he went back up the stairs 
"·-. . • .. . ..... .• . t' 

and called tor· help~· his assailant ·had disappeared. 

'l'bat.1s the story he told the police, ladies 
;;· -~ '. ;·:· ... ._.. . .. : .... ~ . . ·. - 4 - .• 

and gentlemen • 

. Th; evidence will dfs'close that the room 
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where ~il.yn was found, .. th.ere . was no. sign ot 

a struggle at all, no sign o~ a struggle. The 

only vi~lenc~. that .. was round to have been exerted 

in that room was the viol.ence that was exerted 

on th&: ~ody of Marilyn S?eppard •.... The;re was 

noth1.Jlg missillg from that room. Theillstrument 
. . . . . . . . . .... - . .... '~ . . ... 

that'. 1.f&S ~ed ~~ str.~~ ~-~ bea~-~iJ.yn Sheppard 

was not found •... The ~:s~rt t~:t.·. Dr •. Sheppard 

bad.~een W!!aring was not.f'?und. The curdoroy 

J acke~ _,_that he. had be~n --~~~ when the .Aherns 

left and; he was asleep_ pn ·-~~e_, c.~µCl.1 wa~. to~d .. , , 

neatly. f!llded )Jring ~ the_.co~~-~hat. morning. 

1!Qe_ evidence will ~~clos.e -~~~herf:.~adies 

and gentlemen, that I beJ,ieve this defend.ant and 
·• · , .I ,. 4. ~ , ..,\.., , ., , .• .... ·~· 

Marilyn were ina:rr1ed ou:t:-. _in ~to;rrn,a about 

194~ ~ . He was going to school.. _out _there at that 

time, and they continued to live out t~ere until . . . "' . . . . .. ........ . .. . .. . ~ 

I believe about l95lri l.ate '50 or '51.,.. when · .. 
· .. . ,..11.. l '• .... ,_ f • r ~ ,,. o.· • · •" •' - o.. ..,......., •' 

he emu.. :to .. Clevel~d o~ .. ;11~~ Bay_ Vi.;!!• :to __ p;rac~ice 
~ ' . 

here. . ... · ...... . 
;.... r •• •.,. - " • .. • 

'lbe ,ev:i.dence.wi.ll <Uscloae. that while they 
•·. ·I· • • ,. · ... -. • .r , ;_ .• , 

were living out ~ California,--.. _that was 1.n 

Los ADge~ea. -- .t~t he ~~ at1'a1rs:.,w1.th .. othe~ 

women out there. That. w~le out there ~e·. 

contemplated divorce from Marilyn because of his 
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infatuation with other WOllltµl·ou:t there. 

. 'lbe evidence will disclose that nothing 

resulted in divorce there, and then they came to 

CJ.eveland or to Bay Village. 

And I might say that_ tllia ~ospital .that is 

located in Bay V1l~age,. Bay Vµt~ ~ospital -~rthat 

the Sheppards also maintain a clinic. wlllch is 
. . . ' . . . '· . ' ·~ .. 

located on Lorain Road,_ I believe., in Fairview 

Park,, al- suburb of Cl~yeland, .. a,J.~o •: ... 

· :: · ·:·1!>.e evidence will: disclose that when they 

practiced medicine at the _ho~P..~ tal there, and 

~hat . th~e was a y~ung lady wo~king st that 

hosp:ital by _the ~8Dle: ~t S~san Hqe~, and the. 

evidence w:1ll disclose that this defendant 
•• • .< • •• 

bec~e infatuated wi.~h s~~ ~es~ and that they 

would meet from time to time, s~e woul.d go out 
• -,,,, ' -n• •• • • "• ' ... • \"••' "• "' ' 

on. cal_ ls with him,. and that their relationships . . . . . -. .. . •' -~ ·' . ,/ ~' ,• 

were very close ~d in~~te tor S..: period o.t time. 

1'~111.' .. this girl left Bay View Hospital 

and she. w~t,. t._o Calltornia to Lo_s --~geles. In 

the latter p~t of February, or .~9u.nd the first 

ot. ~ch,. the. ~v1dence wil1._d1sc:i.oee that this 

defendant and .ills wife, ~.il.yn, __ w~nt to Calltornia,, 
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to Los Angeles. 'lhat he w~ted to take some 

work at this.school out there, and when they 

arrived out there they stayed at a motel tor 

a 1'ew.·days1 . and that Mrs. Sheppard;,: . .Jlllril.Jll, 

she went to the home ot a Doctor and Mrs. 

Chapman, :who resided--. at.~ea~t .had a.summer 

place 1.n M9:11terey1 Cal11'o~a, up near ~an 

:Francisco, probably some 300 miles from Loa 

Angeles,,. and t~at sh• rema1ne4 there until they 

returne~ to.cieveland. 

'!'he evidence will d:1.scloae that 'While ehe 

was up there, that this defendant contacted . . . 

Susan Hayes- 1n California. I bel1eve.tl1e 

ev_1dence will disclose that.J1_e contacted her 

even betore Marilyn went up to Monterey, and_ 

that after Marilyn went up to Monterey, that he 

started t_o: live with Susan at the ~ome ot a. 

Dr. JU,ller, also an osteopath, and remuned 

at the home of: . Dr. Miller occupying the same 

room wit~ Marilyn .• .h . ~ • 

MR. P.\RRINO: W:lth Susan Hayes. 

MR. MABON: Or Susan, with Susan 

Hayes, t.or ~everal days. '!hat they att~ded a 

wedding together in San D;tego, Cal1torn1a, drove 

there. That on that tri Susan Ha es lost her 
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wrist watch., and that Dr. Sheppard., Sam Sheppard., 

the defendant; p'urchased another wrist watch 
•··. 

tor her. The evidence will dis~ose that 
. . : . ', . ~ ~ ~ . ...... 

the Sheppards -- that is., the defendant and· 
·. ,_ .. 

Marilyn, returned to Bay View in the latter 

part ~·March. '!bat he and sus&n· Hayes".· 

corresp0nded. '!hat· they had talked together 

about divorce '8.ricf 'in&rr1age. ' '?hat they· corresponded 

1n language ·at endearitig t·erms. " '!hat· ·Miss' Hayes 
.. • J,} :·'lo ~ • • • • . ~I ""r .• •\ -~, • • ., • 

had been intormed not to send mail to his heme 
..... 

or to 'tbe hospital., but to' direct' it to the·· 
... . t ' ~- - -

Clinic,; which is located on Lorain Road. 

We expect the evidence. in this case to .·:- .: 

disclose, it you :Please, ladies and gentlemen.,· 

that this defendant and Marilyn were quarreling 

about the activities or Dr. Sam Sheppard with 

other women. That that is the reason she was 

killed. 

1he evidence in this case will clearly 

disclose, when you give a reasonable., probable 

interpretation to the evidence, that a finger 

ot guilt will point to Sam Sheppard. '!he 

evidence, with a reasonable interpretation., 

will show that no one was in that home attempting 

·. (. 
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.. 
to commit a burglary,, but that had been arranged 

to deceive people who might investigate that there 
"lo 

had been a burglary there. • 
'!her~ was no property 

missing excepting thi.s watch and ring and chain 
. . . . 
trom the home there. 

·.; .-,:· 
' .. i,. ·:;;.. .• ~··.: ' . • ' .'- .•. -

'!be evidence With a reasonable interpreta~ion 
'·· ·- .. . ,,.... c-. .. 

Wi11 disclose' that it it had been a burglary,, that 

all ot those drawers would have been dumped out 
::: ;,;. __ , .. 

and the contents dumped out in the search tor 
. ·. . , . ,, .... -

whatever the burglar was looking tor. 
f • • ~ - •• •• • • • •• l. .. 

'l'he reasonable interpretation is that the 

1f~tch. and chain and ring were placed into the . 
·.: ·. · :•: . ..:; ~rf : • , . ~\ !' ... ' ' ·. 

bag and tossed out in the back there,, placed there 
-· . ' ~. . · . . - .,. 

to dece.ive that a burglar had taken that property 

out. 

. .... , 
. . •. ~ . ;: . ·' ~- . . - .. 

••• .J 

.. ,. :1 ·: '. - _-, .. : ... _ . .' r• • '1• - ,>., 

. . . . .... ~ 

:., .... 
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A. reasonable interpretation ot · the evidence··· 

surrounding all of that, ladies and gentlemen, 

will show c1early that all ot that was a set-up 
• ... 

with a thought ot deceiving peopi-e that there 

bad been a marauder or intruder into that house, 

a reasoDabie interpretation, ladies and &entlemen, 

ot the. evidence of the means ot Marilin Sheppard's 

death, with some 25 vicious blows to her head with 

such force as to crush her skull, a reasonable 

interpretation is that a burglar Just doesn't do 

that, ladi.es and gentlemen. And I say to you, 

ladies and· gentlemen, a reasonable interi'.>retation 

is that a burglar wouldi>. 1.t ·tue a· ;sweat shirt ott 

o~ a man's body and carry it away. ·'!'he sweat shirt 

is gone -- T-shirt, the T'-ah:irt ia gone. 

So, ladies and gentlemen, that is the case that 

we expect to. prove here. We lmow that you are all 

reasonable minded men and women. We ask you to 
·.: ..... 

pay close attention to the testimony all of the 

Witnesses, draw reasonable inferences and deductions 

from certain proven facts that will be produced 

here in this court room, and when you do that, 

ladies and gentlemen, I am sure that you also 

will point the finger ot guilt at Dr. Sam Sheppard 

for a brutal slaying. 
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Now, all I ask you to do at this time, ladies 

and gentlemen, is to keep your minds open and free 

from any conclusions until you have heard all of 
• 

the witnesses• testimony and all~ot the evidence is 

before you, and then decide this case With the thought 

in mind ot doing f'ull and complete Justice to every-

one concerned. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen 

ot the Jury, we will have a rew minutes recess at 

this point, and will you please observe the caution 

which the Court has given to you previously, do not 

discuss this case, not even among yourselves. 

(Recess taken.) 

(Thereupon, opening statement on behalf of the 

defendant was made to the jury by Mr. Garmone.) 

( Tber-eupon, the following proceedings were had:) 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury, we ~~11 now be adjourned until 2:15 

this afternoon, and will you please be very 

plea~e, gentlemen, gentlemen of the press, if we a.re 

going to have disturbance at the closing of these 

sessions, the Court will order that door locked. 

---+-------------------'"'."~--------------+---._/" 
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There w111 be no movement of any k1nd by anybody, 

please, from· .. ~ow. on. It will only take us a 

second and we are .going to ma1n.ta~-;i ord,er· in the 

trial of this ca~se. 

Lad·!.ies .and gentlemen of th,e .Jµry, ~11 you 

please observe the caution which the C.our_t has 

expressed to you, do not d1ecuss ~is case at 

all, not even among_youreelves? 

We Will now be adjourned until. .2:15 this 

afternoon. 

I (Thereupon. an' ad.Journment was .. take11 until 
l 

,,,-. 2:1.5 o'clock p.m., of the es.me ~ay. at which 'time 

the follow 1ng proceedings were had: ) 

....... '•It . . _ ........ . 

' . ·-~ · . 

. · .. 

... 
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