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Mro . Szabo, please 

take the witness bcx. 

of the prospective jury pa.nel, h.:!.ving been · 

previously c~·10rn, wss exauincd and testified · 

on voir dire , a.s follows: 

G-ood af'tcrncon, 

Mrs . Szabo. 2irs . Sze.bo, ~·muld you f'eel more 

comfortable if you placed · your purse along the 

chair? 

i.a-s . Szabo .:. you a:rc a homen:iker? 

Yes, sir. 

THE co·TT~ Is this your first 

time in t he courtroc:.1? 

l·illS . SZABO: Yes, sir. 

'l'HE C Ou.R"" : Mrs. Szabo, will 

you please relax and listen to the questions 

thzi.t t he l at·zyers '!::ill put to you. They are duty 

bound to put quGstions to you, and lizten to 

· them attentively if' you \vi'll:1 please, and answer 

them accurately and forthrightly . 

Mr. Ro!1it.o, i·1ho sits before you here 

must report tl"r~ ans; -rs t h<J.t you gi ite to t hese 
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· questicns , s o 'l':ill ;lrcu l~ee:p your voice at a 

' 
point s o tlut each :fe:::.·i..;on "~ho s its in this 

roou can he.::i.z- your r e sponses; ' 'Jill you do t hc.t , 

Mrs. Szabo? 

~.ms . SZABO: I will try. 

'l'IIE COURT: 'l'hank you, and 

·remember th.u t you l:l..l'~ under oath . 

VOIR DIRE EX .. 1\1111'!.:''i.TION OF ELIZP.B:ETll SZABO 

By Mr . Spellacy; 

.. Q Ii' it please t he Court; for Mr . Romito, would you 

please give your full name? 

A' Mxs. Elizabeth Szabo. 

Q. Will you spell your las t r...e.me , please? 

A S-z-a-b-o. 

Q, vraere de you live , Mrs. Szabo? 

A 9319 Holto!l Avenue .. 

Q. Holton Avenue? 

A Yes, sir. 

'Q Is that in t he city o:f Cleveland? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long have you lived at that address? · 

A over forty years. 

Q Over forty years? . 

• I A Yes, sir. 
·! r . 
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Q Mrs. Sza bo, i s !-ll'~ Szabo employed? 

A No, he i s r e t ired . 

Q ·wha t l ine of -irn1·k 1·1a s he eng,a ged in prior to h is 

:retirement? 

A l!e was maintena....Ylce man . 

Q vn-to did he 1.•JOXk for ? 

A General Electric . 

Q Hew long d id . he "i:JOTl'\. f or C-eneral Electric? 

A OV'er t welve y.:;a:rs . 

Q What i s M: . Szabo' s f'irst ·name? 

A Louis. 

Q. ·Louis? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he trnrlt f or G-Gneral Elec tric fo:r about ti·1e l ve y earis? 

A Yes, s ir . · 

Q .P..nd wo.s he engaged in 111ha.t type o:f work, what ·type of 

work l·Jas h e engat;ed in b~fm.•e i<J o:::.•k i ng for Gener a l El ec tric? 

A Well , he t·:as i·10rlr.i ng as a butcher •. . i'. 

Q, As a. butcher? 

A Yes. \' . . ~ ~ 

\ 
Q, 'W2.s he work:lr1g for an out fi t or. ·was he seli--employed? · 

A Self-employment . 

Q, He had his c~m business? 

A ~io, with his brothe1· . 

\ 
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f' A Yes, sir. 

Q, Where t-ia.s tha.t business located? 

A 9317 Holton. 

Q 9317 Holton? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long was he in that particular business? 

A I don't remember. 

Q Do you have a family? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And \-aould you give us their names and ages, please? 

A I have one daughter. She is 42, I think . 

Q Is she married? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What is he1· m~rried name? 

A Mrs . Frohi·Je_k, Irene Froh't·Jerk. 

Q, How do you spell the last name? 

A F- r-o-h-i:J- e-:r-1(. 

Q Where does she live? 

·A Wickliffe. 

Q What does har husband do? 

A He . '!IJorks for Parker Appliance . 

~ What does he do at Parker Appliance) if you knovi? 

A I do not know. • ,• •;'" l •· : • ! i;•; \ I'• • 

Q Is there anyone else in your home besides yourselr 

and Mr. Szabo? 

I 
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A 'No, there isn't. 

Q " Have you ever i'<orked outside the heme, Mrs. Szabo? 

A Before I · -- i;·Jell, after I was married :for about three 

years . 

Q, · What type cf -v1orl~ did you do then? 

A I used to do bench work . 

Q Have you ever been a juror before? 

A Mo, sir. 

Q Mrs. Szabo, you understand that the indictment in th1° 

case is the State or Ohio versus ·sa.m Sheppard, you understa d 

that? 

A ·Yes, sir. 

Q Ha.ve ' you raad anything about this case at any t ime? · 

A When it first started a little bit. Not much. 

Q . When \'m.s that, if you can recall? 

A It. has been some time ago. 

Q In l9S1-r were you living on Holton Avenue?: 

:A . Ye~; sir .. -
''. 

Q .. ··Now_, . as ·a result ·Of· what . you read .-..:. strike that. 

What you read, was that the newspaper? ' 

A Yes, sir~ 

Q, As a result of re~ding the newspapers, did you arrive 

at an opinion with regard to the case? 

A No, I didn't pay much attention to it. 

Q Do you have an opinion about the case today, just 
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,;· ans'!:Jer that yes or no? 

A lfo. 
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' Q F.as anybody ever expressed an opinion to you about 

this case? 

A No, sir. 

Q Have you eve:r discussed this case \·lith anyone? 

A No, sir. 

Q Mrs. Szabo, ·it celected as a juror here, could you set 

outside your mind anything you might have read some years 

ago, and decide this cas~ solely on the evidence presented 

here 1n this courtroom? 

A I could not be~~use I can't remember so much • 

. Q Well, I don't k..'1ow if you · understood my question . 

Could ycu qacide the case only on the evidence here 

1n this courtroom, and forget anything else you might hava 

read? 

. A I do not YJlCW. 

Q Do you understand my question? 

A No, sir. 

Mrs. Szabo, is yo':lr memory such that 1f this case 

extended over a pe··iod of tima, that you would have diffi-

culty rememberi~g the facts as they are produced here in 

this courtroom? 

A Well, I couldn ~t tell you that. I don't know. 

Q You see, his Ee. or Judge T~lty \·Jill tell you that 

\ 
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you are to only concern yourself, if you are picked as a 

juror, that you are only to' concern yourself with the f a cts 

produced here in t his courtroom, understand that? 

A Yes, ' sir. 
I, . 1· 

Q And could ·you do tha t? 

A; I would try. 

Q PM~d as a juror , you are to listen to the witnesses 

testif"J from the -:.·ii tr..ess chair that you are sitting in noi:1 , 

and that ·you wou_d size them up, yo~ know, just as .you do 

when you meet someone on the stree t for the first time , you 

kind of size them up and use your common sense 1n evaluating 

them, understand? 

A · I will try. 

Q This is 1'1hat your job as a juror · is, understand tha t? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You can accept all of '!:Jhat they say, you can take jus t 

pa:et. of what t hey say, or you can just disregard all of 'i•Jha t 

· they say, that would be your job as a juror~ do you 'think 

you could ·ao tha t? 

A Yes, sir, I :-Jill try. 

Q Now, e qua lly i mportant, you must tal~e the lat·J t ho.t 

Judge Talty gives to you, understarid what I mean? i 
I 
I 

A Yes, sir. " j 
I 

·1 
Q, You .see, e.t t he conclusion of the case Judge Talty' l 

ii \ 

·:-- . 
will give you i nstruct ions of lai·:. He '\dll tell you t·ihz.t ,: 
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•the law is t hat you are to app ly to the :facts as you find 

the facts to be; understand me? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q You have to disregard any ideas you might have as to 

what the law is, end accept the l ai·J tha.t .;fudge .. Talty gives 

to you; could ,you do that? 

A I will try. 

Q Well, we have to go a little bit farther than t hat • 

. Could you do that, to the best- of your ability? 

A I don it knmJ. 

Q · I see., · You have some reserv-a.tions about tha.t? 

A No. 

Q You would try to the best of your ability to follow 

the instructions of J udge Talty? 

A Yes, I would. 

Q Now, do you understand that under our system of justi e 

the defendant is presumed to be innocent until proven guilt , 

do you understand that? 

· A Yes, sir. 

Q And the law places upon the State of Ohio the burden 

to prove him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, do you under 

stand that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And at the proper time Jud ge Talty will give you the 

definition of reo.sonable doubt, will you be able to foJ.low 

'• . ,• 
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that definition? 

A ·I 't'J ill try. c; 

MR . CORRIQ.4.N: Your Honor, may 

we approach the bench, please? 

THE COUR'l': Yes. 

(Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred at 

the Court's bench out of the hearing of the 

jury panel,, as follows:) 

MR. CORRIG/.J": Your Honor, I thinl~ 

· her ability as f a r as the State of Ohio is con-

cerned, her ability to remember, we would like 

to have her excused. 

MR . BAILEY: The defense agrees. 

TEE COURT : Motion granted. 

(Thereupon proceedings t>iere resumed within the 

hearing of the jury panel, as follows:) 

THE COURT : Let the record show 

that upon the joint motion of the parties, that 

Mrs. Szabo is excused from further service as • 
a prospective juror in this case. 

Mrs . Szabo, the Court and each of us 

who · is participating in this proceeding want to 

thank you for coming here and for spending these 

past several days , and offering yourself as a 

prospective juror in this case . 
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Both part i es have requested the Court 

that you be excu:::ied,, and the Court has granted 

their request. 

Nou,, before leaving us this afternoon,, 

you must bear these instructions 1n mind, which 

I · am now about to give you. 

You shall not discuss what little you 

have heard about this case, grs. Szabo, with 

anyone, not even with those at home; do you 

understand that? · 

MRS. SZABO: Yes, sir. 

THE COt1RT: You shall net 

permit anyone else to discuss this case with 

you; you understand that? 

MRS. SZABO: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And you shall not 

participate in any type cf statement or inter­

view for publicity until you learn and until 

you are certain, ?-!rs. Szabo, that a jury has 

returned its verdict in this room in open 

court. Understand? 

MRS . SZABO: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: And if there is 

ever any question that arises 1n your mind with 

respect to t hc3e instructions, you cc~e to me 
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and ! will explain them :further to you; do you 

unders t and that, ?.!J.::S~ Szabo? 

MRS . SZABO: Yes , sir. 

THE COURT: And if any 

question is put to you concerning this case 

by anyone, you co:ne t o me, will you please? 

MRS . SZABO: Yes , s i r. 

TEE C01.JRT: Thank you, Mrs . 

Szabo. You are excused . 

'. 

I ' 
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