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., 1:30 v.n., October 31, 1966

URT: Gecod afiternoon,

Bring in the next prospsective Juror,

please.

muTTa TN

TIHERTU20N, JOCIY SOPKOVICK, a member
of the prospective jury pancl, having been

previcusly sworn, uas examined and testifled
on voir dire, as a possible alternate juror,

as follous:

THE CCOURT: Gocd afternbcn,
gir. Is the correct pronunciation of your name
Sopkovielk?

MR, SOPECOVICK: Sopkovick, yes.

i You spell your

¥R, SCPKCOVICK: SwQ=pmli=Cmy=1=-c=-lt.
THE COURT: S=0=p=k=C-y=i-c=k?
MR, SCPXOVICK: That's right.

THE couaﬁs- Thank you, sir,

Mr, Soplovick, you have been called as a
prospective member of this panel, and the

lawyers have the duty to pub questiocns to you,




sir, touching upcn your gualifications to serve
2s a nmember of this panel.

fou, when responding to these questions,
8ir, will you keep your voice up so that Mr. Reomito
can report vhat you say in response to these ques-
tions, and alsc you will bear in mind, Mr. Sopkeviclk,
that you are under cath when you answer these
questlons; do you undecrstand that, sir?

IR, SOPXOVICK: I do, gir.

TIIZ COURT: You will have to

keep yocur wvoice u

3
(]

o that each perscn in the

Foom can hear you, including Mr. Remito, who

LE

must report into the record vhat your answers
are.

Coungslor Spellacy or Corrigan?

MR, SPELLACY If it please the {

Court.

VOIR DIRE EXANTIATION OF JONN SOPKGVICK |

j
Mr. Spellacy: :

jill you tell us your full name, please?
Jochn Scpkovick.

there do you live?

315€ Audobon Doulevurd.

Is that in the city of Cleveland?
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Stesl

That's right, sir

How long have you lived at thet address?

o

Thirteen years.

Prior to living on Audcbon, where did you live?
12209 Soika k?éh“el
That is in the city of Clevelana?

That's rizht.

Are you native Lo Cleveland, sir?

ﬁé, I am 2 native of Youngstcwn, Ohio.

How long have you lived in the Cleveland areza?
Eighteen years.

Are you married, sir?

Thatt!s »ight, sir.

Do you have a family?

No, Just a wife.

Yhere are you euployed?

Republic Stecl Corporation.

And hou long have you been employed by the Republic
Corporation?

Tuwenty-cight years.

¥hat do you dc at Rcepublic Stesl?




Has she been euployed cutside the home recently?

No.

o > o > O >

Sir, you realizz that

(6]

this is the case involving the

State of Ohio wversus Sam Sheppard, Judge Talty told you thak

this morming when

yeu came in here in this courtroom, do you

remember that?

A Yes.

Q I will asgk ycu, did you rezad onything about this cacs
at any time?

A Yes, at the first trial.

Q Now, was this in the Cleveland newspapers that you
read something, lir. Sopkoviek? :
A That's right.,

Q If you can ansuer ny question yes or no, as a result. of

i’

what you had read, did you form an opinion with regard tol
this matter? \

A I did. '

Q few, have you read anything recently with regard to :
this casej ya2s or no? i\\
A Yes. i\
Q Do you still have an cpinicn today in this matter, yes \
or no?
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A Yes.

Q Would ¢his copinion prevent you from sitting as a fair

St L

and impartial Juror to this defendant as well as to the

people of Ohio?

A . No.

Q You would bes able, if I understand you correctly,

Mr. Sopkovick, you cculd set outzide your mind this cpinion)

and decide the casc only on evidence presented here in this

courtroon?

A I could, sir.

Q . 'T will go back and ask you, do you still have that
opinion that I think that you had -- or, do you have an
opinicn teday yss or no?

A I have an cpinion today, sir.

Q If Judge Talty uere to tell you that you are to

forget about that opinicn, and to decide the case only cn
evidence presented here in this courtrocm, could you do
that,'yes or no?

Do you understand ny question?

A Will you

(.”J

ate that over again, please?

Q If Judge Talty were to tell you to'fofget about your
opinion, would you be able to set aslide that:and decide : |
this case only cn evidence presented here in this ccuriroon?

A I could; sir.

Q Was this opinion something you got as & result of

= _im
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reading neuspapers, yes or no?
A Y.

Q Have you rezd anything other than newspapers with
regard to this matter, yes or no?

Yes.

Have you read any magazines?

Yes.

Have you read books with regard to ih?
Yo,

Pardeon ne?

No.

o P O B OH P H P

You do feel, though, if selected as a juror, that

, o
-

you could cuc*ue this case only evidence presented hers in

R

this courtrocm, and ferget about anything else that no

have transplred before this, or even during this ocutside

this courtrocn? Do you undersiand?

A Yes.

Q You are to confine ycursell only to evidencs nrc:cna“L
here in this courtrocoz, could you do that?

A I could, sir.

Q You could do this and be failr both %o this defendant
and to the people of Chio?

A That!s rigat, sir, Lk
Q Have you ever bgen a Juror befeore, Mr. Sopkovick? i 8
A o, sir.

PIPER——
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Q This is your first exnerience?
A Yes.
Q_ Do you know anyone connected with the County Prosccuton’s

Office, do you know John T. Corrigan, the County Prosec

uter?

A No, I don't.

Q Do you know any ucmbers of the County Prosccutoris
Office? |
A I don't belleve o,

Q Do you have any close friends or relatives who are

nembers of the Cleveland Police Departuent, or any law-enfor~
cement agency?
No cloze relatives.

Any close frlen

fe
¢/

A former worker that is on the police force, yes.
What is hils name, sir?
I wouldn't know., dJunior is the best I can tell you.

Junicr?

b, O D oo b

He worked with

ot
o
(]

yvcars ago before he got cn the policd
orcee.

Q Then you don't have & close friendship with this man,
is that correct?

A That!s right.

Q And, of coursc, you wouldn!t discuss police work with
him? "

A Thatts right. =

§




Q Do you know any me
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A The only cnec I rocognize is Doctor Sheppard. T

nat is
through the nevspapers. I do not know him perscnally.
Q Do you knou Ir. Russell Sherman, one of the Counsel. -

for the defense?

A Mo, I do not

Q Do you know iir, Lze Bailey?
A ‘I do not. |

- —~ -
Q Have you ever been a witne

0

s in any kind ‘of a casc,

civil or criminals,

A "No, sir.

Q Do you- know if any members of your fanily have ever
been witnesses in any kind of a case?

No, sir.

Do you know where Bay View Hospital is located?
Yes, sir.

Have you ever been to Bay View Hospital?

NWo, I have not, sir.

7. Y R R T

Do you know where it is by viriue of drivingz by i% on

Lake Road, is that correci?

Uhﬁre in Bay Village does he live?
I couldn't tell you the exact address

- Well, apoproxinately.

> o » o >

‘Just before you get to Aven.

Yes; my brother-in-law's brother lives in Bay Villagze.
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That would be on tha westerly end of
On the westerly end, yes.

--Bay Villagzs. What iz his name?
Elmer Schroeder.

Elmer Schroeder?

Yes.

O e P D> O

We are askinz you these questions not to pry into you

L

personal affairs, but as Judge Talty explained to you b

- o
CLQYE

(1]

but to obtain a Jjury that will be fair both to this defendant
as well as to the pzonle cf Chioc.

Cexrtainly we don't mean to pry when we ask these
questions.

You understand that Judge Talty instructed you this
morning what your Job would be if selected as a juror, tha
- you would be the trier cf the facts, you would have to listen
to the witnesses who testify here, and bases upon theil:
testimeny eand the testimony you hear in the courtroom, arrive
at what you believe are the true facts in the case, and
equally important you must take the law that Judge Talty
gives to you, and apply that law to the facts as you find
.the facts to be.

Judge Talty explained all that to you this morning,
do you receall that?

‘A Yes.

Q Under our systen of justice a defendant is presunad
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to be innocent until proven guilty, and the lau Places upon

the State of Ohic the burden to prove him guilty beyond a

reasonable doubt.

Will you listen to the instructions that Judge Talty
glves to you as to the definition of reasonable docubt, and

the presumption of innocencé, and wiil you follow that

instruction?
A Yes.
Q Coing back to the opinion that you had, did you discups -

this opinion with anycne, yes or no?

A Yes.

Q And did other people discuss their opinions with you
insofar as this case is concernsd, yes or no?

A Yes.

Q But you still feel that even having an opinion up
until this time, that you could set this copinion ocutside
your mind, and decide the case only on facts presented her
in this courtroom, yes or no?

A Could you ==

Q I am sorry, it is kind of a cumberscme question.

You could, if I uvnderstand you correctly, forget aboul
the opinion that you have, and decide the case only on the
facts presented here in this cocurtroom, is that true, yes
or no?

A Yes.
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Q@ ' I anticipate that es a &

er of law Judge Talty will

tell you that there are various types of evidence, what wva

refer to as direct evidence, and what we refer to as circum-

stantizal evidence.

If Judge Talty were to tell you that circumstantial
evidence 1s just as gcod and just as binding as direct
evidence, would you follow that instruction of law, as a

natter of law?

A Yes.
Q Do you have any reservations about if Judge Talty wers
to tell you that circumstantial evidence, properly prove

-\J\H.-n.’

is Just as good and Just as binding as direct evidence, do

you have any rcservations with regard to that principle of
law?
A State that agalin real slcouly.

Q ALl ri”iu.

H

£ Judge Talty were to tell you as a
natter of law that circumstantial evidence, properly proven)
is Just as good and Just as binding as direct evidence,
would you follow that instruction?

A Yes, sir.

Q You don't have any reservations about following that
instruction of law, do you, sir?

A If it is according to law, or as the law directs.

Q That is correct, you uwould then follow the instructichs

that Judge Talty zove to you?

= e e S e e e PR - -
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A That's right,

A

Q Now, it is also anticipated that
testify here, an

they are police cfficers, and only because they are pclice

officers, you are not to give them any greater weizhi

e h "‘}'l

lesser weight to the testimony they give, you are noct %o

glve it any greater welight or any lesser weight, will you
follow that instruction of law, that you are not %o believe

a policeman more or less solely because he is a policeman,

would you follow that instruction of law that you are to
weighithat testimony Jjust like any other witness?

A I would, sir.

=

Q The same. is true of any other witnhess who testifies

here, it is anticlpated that representatives of the County
Coronerts Office will testifly.

Do you kncw Doctor Samuel Gerber?
A I have heard of him, sir.

Q Now, would the fact that Judge Talty will instruct

you that Jjust because menmbers of the Ccounty Coroner's 0fficc

will testify, that you are not to give their testimony any
greater weight or any leszser wuweight merely because they are
public officlals, would you follcw that instruction of lau?

A I would, sir.

MR, SPELLACY: Pass for cause, your

Honor.

police officers will

d Judge Talty will tell you that just becaud

(D
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THE COURT: Counselor Sherman

or Bailey?

sl

VOIR DIRE EIAMINATION OF JOIN SOPKOVICK

By Mr. Bailey:

Q Mr. Sopkovieck, uhat neuspepers did you read back in
1954, if you remember? :
A The Cleveland Plain Dzaler and the Cleveland Press.
Q Did you read the Press every day?

A We take it every day.

Q Ordinarily when you get the neuspapers would you read

it pretty carefully?

A Yes, sir.

Q To find out what was going on?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Did you read a number of esrticles in the Cleveland

Press about the Sam Sheppard case?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember reading several articles where the
Cleveland Press tcok a position as to what ought to be done

in the Sheppard case?

A I did, sir.

Q Do you remember them?

A  Yes.

Q At the time you read them Adid you agree with what they




had to say?

MR, CCERIGAN: ObJjection.

THE COURT: Cbjection sustained.
A No, sir.

THE COURT: r. Sopkovick --

pardon me, Counselor -- Mr. Scpkovick, when

Councselor for elither side raiges an cobjection,

you will hear them indicate "Objection," if
youtweld be kind enough, slry, to walt for the
Court to make a ruling uwhether the objection
is to be granted or whether it is overruled,

then we will permit you either to ansuer the

question or not to, depending upon the ruling.
Do you understand that, sir?
MR SOPXOVICK: I do.
TIE COURT: So when you hear
an objection from either side, Just uwalt for

the Court to then speaks; will you do that, sir?

IR, SCPEOVICK: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr.
Sopkovick.

o

Please proceed, Counselor Bailey.
Q Mr. Scopkovick, prior to the time of Doctor Sher
arrest in 1954, did you have an cpinion then about the

whether or noct he was gullty?

ppardty

cacg

-y e —



A Wo, I had no opinion at that time.
Q After his arrest, after he was taken to Jail, did you

then get an opinicr

o
£

23 to whether or not he uas guilty?
A No, I dild not.
Q After he wes indicted and brought to trial, did you

then have some cpinion?

A Wo, I éid nct.
Q After the trizal was over and the Juxy brousht in its

verdict did ycu have an opinion then?
A I did, sir.
Q Prior to the time that the Jury brought in its verdic

were you consclous of any opinicn or feeling one way or the

other?

A Yes, sir.
Q In other words, you had an opinion but it wasn't as

strong as it was after the jury came back with the verdict,
is that fair?

A No, sir, that is . not correct.

Q Did ycur'opinion change uvhen you heard about what ths

verdict was?

A Wo, sir.

Q Well, did you have scme copinion prior to the verdict
coning in?

A . Idaig, sir.

Q And after the verdict cawme in did you have the same

[
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opinion?
A Yes, sir.
Q Would you say that it was a strcnger or more intense

opinion after the verdict?

Q

came into this courtrcom today?

A
Q

that the opinion you would continue to hold?

A

Q

week or so?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Jury selecticn process in this trial?

¥R, SPELLACY: Objection.
It was stronger, sir.
THEZ COURT: The answer may

stand.

Now, did that opinion continue right up until you

Yes, sir, it ccntinued.

If you don't hear anything more about the case, is

That's right, sir.

Have you rcad anything about this case in the past

Yes, sir.

What papers have you read in the 'past week or go?
The Cleveland Plain Dealer and/the Cleveland Press.
Do you read then dailly?

Well, the Press daily, the Plain Dealer occasicnally,
Do you read the Plain Dealer on Sunday?
That's right.

And haves you followed the accounts every day of the




Yes, sir.

O b o »F

Eave you read anything at all about Doctor Sheppard in

the Press in the laszt tuc wesks?

A Well, as I say, nmerely glanced at the filrst paragraph.
Q Have you rezd anything 1l any magazines abcocut Doctor
Sheppard?

A Yesa, sir.

Q Just give me the name of the magazine?

A Time lagezinsa,

Q Any other magazine?

A No, sir.

Q Now, did you read a couple of years ago, Mr. Scpkovick

that Doctor Sheppard was releas

(D

d by & Federal Judge?

A I did.

Q Do ycu remember learning that?

A Yes.

Q When you heard that did that do anything with respect

to your opinicn that you held from the time the trial wes

over, did it change your opinion?

A No, it did not.
Q And did you rsad last June that the United States

Supreme Court had deelded that the original trial of Doctor

Sheppard was defective, and that it didntt count for anything,
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do you remember reading that?
A I'did, sir.
Q And when you read that, did that do anything to changs

the opinion that you had held ever since the first tzisl?

A No, sir.

Q Is it fair to say that your cpinion continues even

today, unless ycu are given some reason to change it?

A I would still havs the same opinion.
Q And you have it right now?
A That's right, yes.
Q It isn't the kind of thing that you just wipe out of

yeur nind, is it?

A No.

Q Is it?

A No, 1t is not.

Q Would you say it is a pretty uell set op}nion?

A That'ls right, sir.

Q And it is tuelve years old?

A Thatis right.

Q And it hasza't varied during that tueslve years?

A No, sir.

Q Having in nind that the opinion you hold about this

case, do you have any difficulty in locking at the defendang
San Sheppard and presuming that he is innocent?

THE CCURT3: Answer that question
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yes or no, plcase.
A Will you please state that azain?

Q Yes. I say, having in nmind the opinicn that you have

satu ¥

carried for twelve yecars now, do yecu have some difficulty

in lcoking at Doctor Sheppard sitting here in the defendant!

“

chalr, and presuming that he 1s innccent?
A I have no doubt.
Q You what?

A I have no doubt. MMy opinicn is the same as it weo

welve years ago.

Q Well, did you understand my question?
A Will you pleace repsat that gzain?
Q .Certainly, I will., I ask you, sir, whether or nof

having in mind that you have carried with you an cpinion
on this case for tuelve years, and even have it with you
teday in your mind, whethsr you have some difficulty in

your own mind in locking at this defendant Doctor Sanm ShappTrd

..

and presuming that he is inncecent? Do you find that a
difficult thing %o do?

A No, sir.

Q You de not?

A + No, sir.

Q Have you lost your opinicn?

MR, SPELLACY: Cbjecticn.
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doubt

could

in response

presume him

Counseler.
MR,
your Honor.
IR,
your Honor.
THE
Court wishes
to cooperate

cause,

‘Well, a moment ago I think you said that you hava no

to uy question, when I asked you if you

innccent, you said, "I have no doubt.”

SPELLACY:

COURT:

ATTIN
BATIEY:

CORRIGAN:

CQURT:

Objection.

Objecticn sustained,

Challenge for cause,

Join with the challenze

=2

lr. Scpkovick, the

to thank you for your willingness

an

if selected.

d to serve as a Juror in this

Iet the record shouw that the Courd is

going to grant the joint challenge to Mr. Sopkovickts

serving as a juror in this case.

?Z:‘.’ @
frem the
that you
have in this

wife, cr

your

Sopkovick, before you are excused

courtreon, the Court must instruct you

chall not discuss the opinion which you

coese with anyone, not even with your

friends.

You have been summoned as a prospective

Juror in

certain responsib

-

|

thiz cauvse, and yocu carry with that

1lities and obligations which
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the Court has now instructing you, you understand,

do yocu not, sir?

A e e TET e

e OUMNUVICAS Yes.
THL CCURTs You are not to talk
about your opinions with anyone, including your

wife, your fellcw workers, or anyone else,

You are not to permit them,?sir, to
tallk to yocu about their opinions about the merits
of tnis casae.

You are bound by these instructions
and you are bound by this responsibility, sir, 
until such time and the first time that you will
be:able to discuss your cpinions again with anyone
or pernit anycne else to discuss their opinions.-
with you, is cnly after you know for a certainty
ycu are certain that & jury in this rooﬁ has
returned its verdiet in this case.

Do you follow those instructions, sir?

MR, SOPKOVICK: Yes, sir.

T COURT: Znd will you follow
then?

IR, SOTEOVICK: I will.

THE COURT: " Thank you, sir, and

you are now ‘gucused.

A et v ey o et -




