MUTEDTIIS O

THEREUSCN, CGERTRUDE WITT, a member
of the progpectiive jury panel, having been
previously suorn, uwas examlned on voir dire

as & prospective alternate juror, as follouws:

T COURT: Cood afterncon,

Mrs. Witt.

MRS, WITD: Cood afternoon.

THE COURT: Mrs, Witt, you

spell your last nane W-i-t-t?

HALLS Yes’ sir.
THE COURT: Mrs. Witt, you are
going to have to respond so that each perscn

in the room can hear you; uill you do that?

MRS, WITT: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Now, Mr. Romito,

- b

he must report what you ansuer to the question
that the lauyers aslk, you,understand the lawyers
are duty bound to ask you questions conceraing
your qualifications to serve as é prospective
juror in this case, you understand that, do

you not?

MRS, WITTI: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Now, lrs. Witt, in
B L RO T T = ol RSl oy » m"h..'.
regpoaling ¢o vaigsSe q‘..i'.:'?_at.:.c-;&. each»&+ son in the




roocm must HKear you,; so If you will keep your

veies at & pci_t that we all can hear ycu;
and then in ansuering remember that you are

under cath; will you do that, please?

MRS, WITT: Yes, your Honor.
THEE CCURT: Thank irou.

Counselcer Spellacy or Corrigan?®

CTTTY "‘H\

VR, SPRTLACY: If it please the
Court. "

VOIR DIRE EL.?IZII!—.T.LOJ.I 0F GERTRUDE WITT

By Mr. Spellacy:

Would you tell us oace a in your full name, plcase?

Where deo you live?
4752 West 20th Street.
Are yocu nmarried?

Yesg, I anm,

Albert J. Witt

(l

.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q . What is your husband®s name?
A

Q Ané where is he employsd?
A Cleveland Graphite Bronze.
Q What does he do there?

A

He is in neintenance. Ee lg a heating and ventillatil

]

man.
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Q Do you havs
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Q

A Mary Loulse
Cleveland State.

Peter, tuen
You have &

Yes.

Downtoun, on
That is corre

e

ted

Prior to that

How long has he ‘besen with them?
Over thirty ycars.

Are you empleysd, malam?

Part tima,

There arc you employesd?

hourg for Women's Federal as a clerk.

do

you' v

e 01‘1\. a.'ﬁ?

Clan
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peyrior,
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giving out the gifts,
to
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sid
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loyed.

children
1 ages?

Witt, eighteen. She 1s a senior at

nty-one, a senior at Ohio U.

-

daugnter who 1s eighteen?
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Q And she goes to Cleveland State?

A Yes.

Q ¥hat year is o' . in there?

A Sophomnore.

Q And your boy iz where?

A Ohic University.

Q Ohio University?

A Yes, and he isc tuenty-one.

Q ew, have you cver been a juror before, Mrs. Witt?
A Yes, I have.

Q And when uas that?

A Oh, about four ycars ago.

Q Was that cn a civil case or criminal case?

A Civil.

Q And it was doun at Lakeside and Ontario?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was there énything about that experience that would

tend to prevent you from being fair and impartial in this

case?

A No, sir.

Q Have you ever been a witness in any kind of a case?
A No, I have not.

Q Anyone in your family ever been & witness?

A . No, sir.

Q Now, have you rcad or heard anything abogt this case?




A I don't pay too much attention to these things.

Q Do you undersiznd that we are inpaneling alternate
Jurors now in the

Sam Sheppard?

A Yes,; sir.

Q And the duty of an alternate Juror, of coursc, is i:

|
listen to the testinony

i

s

ust as if you vere one of the
regular jurcrs, in the event you are called upon to move
in and take the place of one, the place of the original

twelve, you understané that?

A Yes.,

Q Do you recall reading anything about this particulaer
case?

A I remember the headlines, thatt's about all.

Q Did you ever form an copinion with regerd to this
matter?

A Wo.

Q Did ycu ever discuss this case with anyone?

A No that I kacu of. 3

Q Did anyone ever express an op;nicn tc you with regard

to this case?
A No.
Pardon ne?

I dontt think =o.

S = O

'y - penng ™ A T »
Well, as a racult -=- I ni

1t go back and ask you uherp

i
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you think you mi h% have read scmething about this case?
A I remember the headlines, I remember seeing the
headlines.

Yas that in a nsuspaper?

In a neuspaper.

Did you read any magazines with regard to this matter?d

No.

Any heoks?

Mo, sixr,

P b O P

As a result
to thils case, did
natter?
A Well, I gues
Q You had an ¢
A Wo, I dldnt's

adopted these tuo
in my fanily that

this.

0

So would 1t

Q

AN

el w

and ask that

Tn e
-

of ving read the headlines with

you form or express an cpinicn in

L]

©

'

G

nicn

l

until == I'11 tell you, at this time I
children and I was very much engro

I just didn‘t pay too much attenticn to

T s,
"E
=

a fair statemsnt =--

BATLEY: Your Henor, I object

-

the answer be stricken as not

responsive. ﬁ
A All rigat “
THZ COURT The answer mey stand k

althouzhh i1t was not responsive. Objection

P A N




cverruled.
Q Mrs. Witt, w2

affairs. e are just txying to obt in a Jjury that will be

fair to both sides Lzre, both to this defendant and to the

people of Chio?

A Yes, sir.
Q Is there anything about anything you read that would
tend to prevent you from belng falr to elther side here?
A I don't belisve so.
You sea, Judze Taliy will tell you later that 1f
2

selected as a Juzor, that you will confine yourself only
te evidence produced here in this ﬁourtroom?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you are to forget about anything else you might
have rezd or heard and declde the case only on what you

hezy here in this courtrocm?

A Yes, sir

3

Q On the testimony and the. ﬁ“’Sngl exhibits that
offered and received inteo the evidence, ti“os° are the only
things you are to concern yourself with, ca u you do that?
A Yes, sir.

Q And also that you must follow the law that Judge

Talty gives to youj;

-t

;2 have to forget about any law we
might know or what we have hesrd about the law, and Jjust

take the lau that Judge Talty gives to you; will you do

aze not trying to pry into your privatdg




 Nal=Tn

-;.‘u',;...
that?
A Yes, sir.
Q If Judge Talty would tell you that in a case there

are two types of evidence, circumstantial evi dence and

direct evidence, and circumstantial evidence prop perly preven

(=

is Just as good as dircet evidence, would you follow that

-

ingtruction?
A Yes, sir.
Q He will tell ycu alco under our system of justice a

defendant is presumed to be innocent uﬁtil proven guiliy,
and the law places upen the State of Chlo the burden to
prove hinm gullty beyond a reasonable dcubt, and at th
conclusion of the case Judgs Talty will give to you the

definition of wrsazonoble doubt, will you follow trﬂ*

instruction and that definition?

A Yes, gir.
Q Do you hawve any members of your fanily or close

friends vho are menbers of the Cleveland Police Department

arin

oY any law en:orce;ent agency?

A No, sir.

Q Do you know any members of the County Coronerts 0ffic
A c.

Q It is anticipated that representatives of both the

Cleveland Police Deparitment and the County Coroner’s Office

will testify here.

-
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Judge Talty will tell you that you are not to

give

their testimony any greater weight or any lesser vwelght

merely because they happen to t

X happen be a peclice officer or public
official?

A Yes.

Q Would you follew that instruction?

A Yes.

Q You would weigh their testimony Just like you would

anybody elsc's, size them up, obzserve their demeanor, their
candor, or bellevability, and that is the way you arrive

at the truth of ths matiter?

Do you lknow uwhere Bay View Hospital is?

-

> O b & P
=
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o
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Do you know anycne ccnnected with Bay View Hospital?
No, sir.
Q Is there any Teason, Mrs. Witt, why you couldn't sit

in this case, be fair to both this defendant as'uell as %o

e

the people c¢f Chic?

A Wo, there i=zn't.
iR. SPELLACY: Pass for cause, your
Eonor.
MR, BATLEY: Yo questicns. Pass

for causec.

TEER CCURT: Centlemen, I believe

e . i ——



-
-
1

g of Ohio.
Ve The State cof OChio

5. Witt as an alternate

Juror.
MR, BAILEYT: Challenge by the
defendant.

qrumm Isican
—d CC U"iin

: lirs. Witt, each
of‘us particinating in this procecding wishes
to thank you for your willingness to serve as
a Jurecr in this case if called upon.

The Court is now going to excuse ycu,
but before excusing you, the Court instructs

you, and I kncw that you will follow these

5
w
do
v
©
Q
d.
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follow then as &

Tn the evant that you have an opinicn
in this cass, ycu are not, lirs. Witt, to discuss

this opinicn with anyone, nct even your husband

.

discuss their opinicn with you, and these

*
A

cbligations will remain with you and uypon you,
Mrs. With, until such time as you know for a
certainty %hat a jury has returned its verdict

here in crpen court.




And will you

ML Yes, sir,

TIE COURT: Thank you very
nuch, and you are hereby excused.

Bzfeore calling our next prospactive
Juror, ladics and gentlemen, I believe -é will
have our aficrnoon recess

Ladies and gentleonmen cflthe Jury,
whille you arc auay on your afterncon recess,
you shall bear in mind the instruetions given
yéu on each ocecasion vhen you leave this roonm.

¥You shall not discuss this case or
what 1iu le you kncw of it even amongst your-
selves.

You shall not psrmit anycne else to

discuss it uith you, nor chall you permit

yourzelves To cverhear anything that relates

§-

%o this casz by any means of communication,
and we will have cur afterncon recess.

(Thereupen a rscess was had.)




