
~· 

previously ~1:m:im ,, 't~c:.s examined on ·;oir dire 

as a prospective alternate ju:-.:·or, a::i follous: 

Good El.ft rnoon, 

Mrs ; 1"11 t t . 

"-SS. ~i'ITT: Good <:?.fte:rnoon. 

THE C'JURT: ~.~rz . l·Jitt, you 

spell your l as·::; n~z H- i - t-t? 

KP.S,. \LTT: Yes , sir . 

THE CO:IBT : :-1xs . Witt, you ere 

going to ha .. ~0 to :r spend so that each perscn 

in the roo:n C2.~1 i1eal" ycu:; ~>Jill you do that? 

~.:::ns • ~·!ITT: Yes ,, sir. 

Tr!E COURT: Now, Mr . Romito, 

he must re9o_·'c ·,hat you ans~ier to the ques'·ions 

tha t the la~Jye?s ask, you;, understand -. the lm~yers 

are duty bour..d to azk ~·ou questions concerning 

your qualific~tions to serve as a prospective 

juror in ·;:;his ce..se_, you understand tha t, do 

you not? 

Yes , sir. 

·:I::-~ CC1.:'::T : Now , :!rs . Witt, in 

th~ 
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room must li~m-_ yo:.:.,, so if you will l'\.e.;;p your 

vcice: at e. po:!.nt that 't'~e all can hear you,, 

and then i:n c."'.l!s:JerL1g remer::ber that you are 

under oatl!i uill you do that,, please? 

Yes, your Honor. 

Thank you. 

Counselor Sp0 ..... l~cy o:e Corrige.n? 

If it please the 

Court. 

By Mr . Spellac:y: : 

Q Would you tell us once again your full name,, please? 

A Gartrud0 M. Uitt . 

Q W'nere do you live? 

A 4752 West 20th SLreet. 

Q Are you ~srrie'? 

A Yes,, I ara. 

Q What is your husband's name? 

A Albert J. Bitt. 

A Cleveland G~aphite Bronze . 

Q. What does he do there? 

A He is in rnain·cenance . He is' a heating and ventillat i 13 

man. 

I 
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Q Hew long •. as l ~ baen '.:11th them? 

A Over thirty yc~~s. 

Q. Are you employe , ma ·1~? 

A Part time. 

Q Wl1are are you e:.:~p loyed? 

A I work tiv-:: hours for llo~en's Faderal as a cler-:. 

Q What b1•ar.ch do ~·cu i;ork at? 

A Do1:mto":;m off:!.ca. 

Q, Downtoim, on SU.1,JCl'ior, is thn.t; correct? 

A That i s correct. 

Q How lcr:g 1z.vc you \m:rk.cd for Wonen' s Fadere.l? 

A Oh, I s'GD..rtcd Cr..:•is 'Gmas time giving out the gifts, 

and they asked I:;e to ctay on. 

Q This paet r~:>is'G:nws ? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Prior to th£.t 

A Prior to the.t I ·~::z.sn ' t employed . 

Q Do you h~VG a ;amily? 

A Yes, I have t ':·m children. 

A Mary L-0uise !Jitt .:1 eighteen. She is a senior at 

Cleveland State. 

Peter, t1·;cnty-on~.9 a senior at Ohio U. 

Q. You have a c'lv..t~[;l1ter i·1ho is eig.'f'iteen? 

A Yas. 

I 

I 
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Q And shG go0s ·i:;o Cleveland State? 

A Yes. 

Q Wiw. t year is ::: i...'1 there? 

A Sophomore. 

Q. And your boy iG i:;here? 

A Ohio University. 

Q Ohio University? 

·A Yes, and he ic tvrnnty-one . 

Q Now, have you ever been a juror before, Mrs. Wit t? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q · And "Vlhen ims t hat? 

A Oh, about four years ago . 

Q. Was t hat en a civil case or c riminal ca se? 

A Civil. 

Q And it -:.ias dm:l1 at Lakes ide and Ontario? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q Was t he:re anyt'1ing about that experience t hat would 

tend to prevent you from being fa i r and impartial in this 

case? 

A No, sir. 

Q Have you ever bc<:::n a 'tJitness in any kind of a case? 

A No, I have not. 

Q Anyone i n your family ever been a witness? 

A No, sil~ . 

Q Nm·1, have you rc:.d or heard anything about this c c..sc? 



A I dcn~t pay too itucll Lttention to these things. 

Q. Do you und e1·star..d t ha.t We are ir:ipanel ;ng alternate 

jurors now in the c .:1se involving the State of Ohio agains t 

Sam Sheppard'? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q A..~d the duty cf an alternate juror, of course , is t · 

listen to the tcstir.:or~, jus ·~ e.s if you m:n4 e one of the 

regular jurors, i~ t he event you are called upon to move 

in and take the place of one, the place of the original 

t welve, you und er stana that? 

A Yes . 

Q Do you recall reading anything about t his particul~r 

case? 

A I reme!nb:o::r the hcadlin0s , that t s about all. 

Q Did you eV8? fo:cr.1 an opinion ' ·i ith r egard to this 

A No .. 

Q Did you ever discuss this case with anyone? 

A iro t hat I kncH of. 

Q Did anyone ever express an opinion to you with rega1·d 

to this case? 

A No. 

Q Pardon me? 

A I dontt think so. 

Q 

,, 
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A I r er:1emoer t he hec..dlines_, I remember ·seeing t he 

headlines. 

Q l!as that :!.n a na:rnpaper? 

Q Did you r ead C?.ny nw.gazinos 1·Jith regard to this :ltte ;.~ ~ 

A .do. 

Q P.:ri.:y books ? 

A Ho.:i si:..·. 

Q As a result c f' he.ving read the headlines with r eg:..:..nd 

to this caze_, did you form or express an opinion in ·this 

matter? 

A thll, I [;UCSS so. 

Q You had a:-. op i n ion'? 

A ~!o, I dichr-;; until -- I'll tell you, at this til"'..;; I 

adopted tresc t~·io children and I was very much engrossed 

in my far.1ily thut I just didn 't pay too much attention to 

this. 

Q So woul d it be a fail" sta·cer:.ent --

Your Honor , I object 

and asl\. t 1:.~t the ansi-;e:r bG stricken as not 

responsive. 

A All right. 

TE:S COURT: The anm.~er may stand 

althou~l . it u::::.s no·i; r::;cpc.1s ive . Objection 

\ 

\ 
) 
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overz-uled. 

Q t·1rs. Witt~ ·u::: c.::13 _ot trying to pry into your priva. t ( 

affairs. H~ a:!'c Sust ·;;~-yh1g to obtain a jury that will be 

fair to both siaes h~Te ~ both to this defendant and to t he 

people of Ohio? 

.A. Yes, sir. 

Q Is there e,nythir.g a.bou t anything you read t hat '!:Jould 

tend to prev.:::nt ' au f;.~c~ being f a ir to either side here? 

A I don't bell.cv::; so~ 

Q You seG, J'udzc 'I'J..lty tdll tell you l ater t het if 

selected as a j u;::c:::· !) th0-t you '!:l ill confine yourself only 

to evid =-nce producGd he:r-0 in this courtroom? 

Q .And you ~::...· e to for~et about anything else you mi~l~t 

have rzad or hea:d .:;:;'J.d d:?cide the case only on 1·:hat you 

heat here in t his courtroom? 

A Yes, sL· . 

Q On th~ testir,1ony and tl:e .. physical exhibits t hat are 

offered and rccai-vzd in'.;o tl e evi .ence, t hose are t he only 

things you are to conc.a:L'n yourself with, can you do thn.t? 

A Yes, sir. ·, 

Q, And al ;so t h::i.t you uus t follo>·1 the law th~t Judge " ' 

Talty gives to you; '1s _ava to forget a.bout any law 1·:e 

might lmow or l;h2;c ~1e ho.ve heard about the la1.·1, and just 

take tho la'!·J that ..,udg~ Talty 7 iv;;;s to you; will you do 
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that? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q If Jud ge Ta l ty ~:muld tell you that in a case there 

are t·wo typcz of c · iC:ence, circur.ist~ntial evidence and 

di:rect evic1 G::-:ic8, an ~ circu:ncto.ntial evidence properly prcve ·1 

is just as g.ood c.s 1:1rc:ct e ~1c1enc:e, would you follO't'J t~1at 

inst:t'Uction? 

A Yes, sir . 

Q He i1ill t e ll yc u <.?.l:::o u..<dG:i." our system of justice a 

defendant is pY'c~ur.1~d 'Co be innocent until proven guilty, 

and the l<:1:1:J place s up on the State of: Ohio the burden to 

prove him guilty be;)'Ond a reaso~able doubt, and at t he 

conclusion of t.hc case Ji..:dge Talty ':\! ill giv e to :y·ou tl:e 

Clefinition of :z.oce. so:-1::~ble doub:.., lv · 11 you follo>-J t hat 

instruction and t hee definition? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you have w..y !.'.ier.1b:?rs of you:." family or close 

friends 1·1ho are m.3;-11bers o-Z the Cleveland Police Department 

or any l m11 enforcsn0nt agency? 

A ro, s ir. .\ 
\ 

Q. Do you know any members of the County Coroner's Of fie_? '' 

A ro. 
Q. It is anticipated that r epresentatives of both t e 

Clevela.nd Police Dap:=.rtment e.!1d the County Coroner rs Office 

( t·iill testify h e i-2 . 
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Judg:;; T2.lty :rill tell you that you are not to give 

merely because tb::y h~~~;::_~8r: to G a police of:f1cer or pub:..ic 

official? 

A Yes .. 

Q Would you fol_cu that insti·uction? 

A Yes. 

Q, You itJould ·v:>Gie'l ·i;hcir t~stimony jus t like you i.iould 

anybody elsets , r: ·' ze them u9, obse1·vc their demeanor , th.;;::..:r· 

c and or,, or belie "'E'..b ility, and t at is the 1:m.y you arrive . 

~t the truth of the ~~tte~? 

A Yes, si:'::· . 

Q, Do you l~:.0~ 1 1·Jl"!Gre "Bay Vie1·1 Hospital is? 

Q Do you 1"' _01·J e~"1.Y0::1$ connected 'lll ith B1y View -rospital'? 

A No, sir. 

Q Is the:::·e ar..y rc~son ~ Hrs. 'Vitt ,, 'tt;hy you couldn't s it 
. 

in 'Chis case,, bs fair to both this defer.dant as .. '.1-Jell as to 
• 

the people of Ohio? 

A No, t~ere :sn 2t. 

Pass for cause, your 

Honor.; 

No questions. Pass 

for cause• 

j 
Gentle1'.1en, I be lieve 

,. 
\ 

\ 

·. \ 
. i \ 

I \ 

r, 
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the option i :::i l!ith 'che State of Ohio. 

'!he State of Ohio 

is so.tis:fied t.i ith 1.11°s . Hitt as a.'1 alternate 

juror. 

Challenge by the 

dcfendanto 

J:.lrs . Hitt, each 

of us pi:i:•ticip<:tin::; in this proceeding '\',ishcs 

to the.nk you f:o:~ ~.rem.· willing..-less to serve as 

a jurc:r in tl:.:i.s c c.:.se if called upon. 

ThG Cou::.-t is no't'J going to excuse you!> 

but bei'c:te exe:uz in~ you!> the Cou:rt instructs 

you, and I lmc·:·1 thut you '!'1ill follow these 

inst:i.·ucticns.:. and you must follow them as a 

matter of lc:~\;i " 

Tn the event that you have: &n opinion 

in this ce.se , you are not, Y.il.~s. Witt, to discuss 

this . opL11ion 1v:l.th anyone!> net even your husband 

or members of your fDJnily. 

You are net to permit anyone else to 

discuss thei:r opinion 1:Jith you, and these 

ob+igations \'Jill remain with you and l}pon ycu, 

?-irs. Uitt, until such tim~ as you lrnm-i '"f'or a 

certainty th,at a jury has l'eturned its verdict 

here in open courto 
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Z:o y ·,::m foJ.lci·J th~ce instructions? 

Yes, sir. 

TIS COURT: A.."ld uill you 

f'ollcw tt. ::r~ ., ~~S o Witt? 

!1.RS " 1:-i-:L:T: S .i; .,. ..... _. 
Thw."lk you very 

much, a!!d ycu a.:0
.::: he:1·cby excu:::ed o 

E.~fcr::; ca llin.;s our next prospz;ctive 

have ou1· .::.i..i"i.:crEoo!! recess ~ 

L:...dies and gentl;::.:.:;cn cf th·e jury, 

while you o..1·e e..119..y on your c::.fter·noon recess-' 

you sl:-i.a.11 bec-..1· ·i n :nind tl1e instructions given 

ycu on cac.. occ:icion ·:::hen you leave this roo::1 . 

You s lnll not dizcuss this case or 

what little you l\.. cw cf it even runongst your-

selves. 

You s~:a.11 not p:::r•·dt anycne else to 

diccuss it \·11th yo"!.l, nor :::hall you permit 

yourselvGs to ov..;;1•1ear anything thi:t relate s 

to this cc.se by an-;i :r.:::ans . o:? cor.ununication, 

and 1·Je 1:1ill ha~.re cur afternoon r.::cess. 

(Thereupc~1 <;.:, :i.'ecess 1:m.s had .) 


