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THE PAILIFF:

take the witness box and be seated.

THEREUPC, RUTH WOCHELE, a member of the

prospective jury pancl, having been previously
sworn, was examined and testified on voir dire

as follous:

THE COURT: j Gocd meorning, Mrs.
VWochele.

MRS, WOCHELE: Cccd morning.

THE COURT: lirs. Wochele, you will

remember you are under oath as a prospective juror
in this cause.

The lawyers are going to put questions to
you, Mrs. Woechele, angd you must keep your voice a%
a point and a pitch so that each person in this room

can hear you. Do you understand that?

MRS. WOCHELE: Yes, I do.
THE CCOURTDY And Mr., Romito must report

and reccyd your responges, sc you must respond to

each questicn audibly.
Counselor Corrizan orISpellacy?

MR, SPELIACY: If it please the Court.
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VOIR DIRE EXAMINATIus OF RUTH WOCHELE

By Mr. Spellacy:

Q Mrg. Wochele, aa Judge Talty just told you, we are going
to ask certain questicns of yocu, and certainly uwe are not
intending to pry into your affairs, but rather to obtain a
Jury that wlll be fair to both sldes; understand?

Yes.

For Mr. Romito will you please give us your full name?
Ruth Wochele.

Will you spell your last name?

W-o=c-h~e~l-c.

Where do you live?

5143 Mayview Road in Lyndhurst.

Eow long have you lived there?

Eighteen yecars.
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I see by the Jury sheet that ycu are a widéw; is that
correct?

Yes, sir.

Do you have a family?

Yes, I do.

How many children do you have?

Three.

Will you give us thelr names and ages, please?

Carolyn, 20. Recnald, 17. Carl, 14.
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Are they 211 at home nou?
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No, Carolyn is away at nursing school.
Where does she go to nursing school?

In Lima, Lime HMemorial Hospiltal.

Lima Memorial Hospital?

Yes.

What year is she in there?

She will graduvate in August.

Do you have any other children in schocl?
Yes. I

Wnere 8o they go to school?

Ronald goes to Brush High, znd Carl at Memorial Junicr

What year is Rconald in?
He 1s & senior.
A senior?

Yes.

Are you employed?

No, sir, I am not.

‘Have you been employed recently?

Not for over a year,

What type of work did you do?
Well, I worked for the Auto Club.
Pardon me?

The Automobile Club.

What type of work did you do there?
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A Office work.
Q. How long did you uerk for them?
A I worked for them {wo different times. The last tine,

six months.

Q These tuo differcnt times, approximately when would

that have been?
Pardon?
" ¥hen would the two different times have been?
Well, the year before, durlng license plate season.

Prior to that had you worked outside the home?

Yes, sir.

Where was that?

I worked for W. I. VWhite Realty.
i ém sorry, I didn't hear you?.

We I+ Vhite Realty.

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q As a what?
A As a receptionist.

Q And when weuld that have been?

A I think it was in 1959.

Q What type of work did Mr. Wochele do?
A He worked for westefn Electric.

Q How long did he work for them?

A . 31 years. :

Q Nou, yesterday when you were brought Into the ccurtroom;

Judge Talty told you why you were here, do you remember?
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vs. Sam Sheppard.

I assume when you say you read all of it, you mean for

some pericd of time, is that correct?

from the newspepers what you read?

discussed it, did you form an opinion with regard tc this case?

Yes.

You understccd that this is the case of the State of 0Ohid

Have you heard or read anything about this case?

All of it.
Pardon me?
All of it.
All of it?

Yes.

Yes, over a pericd of years.
Can you'racall whéen you first read about 1t?

In 1954.

Do you recall vhat -- not just vhat -- but did you learn

Yes.

Did you learn anything else cther than from newspapers?

No.

Did you follcw the casge closely at that time?

Yes.

And did you discuss the case with anyone? Yes or no?

Well, yes.

Nouw, as a result of having read about the case nand having
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A Yes.
Q And have you expresseq an cpinion with regard to this
casé?
A Yes.
Q As a result of having formed and expressed an opiniocn,

do you still have that opinion teday?

A Yes.
Q Is this a fixed cpinion?
A Yes.

MR. SPELLACY: Challenge for cause,
yoﬁr Honor.

THE COURT: Pursue it further,
counselor, please.

Q Mrs. Wochele, iz this an opinion that would prevent
you from serving as a falr and impartial juror in this
case?

A Yes, I anm sure it would.

MR. SPELLACY: Challenge for cause,
your Honor.

THE COURT: Counselor, do you have
any observations to make with respect to the challengs
for cause? -

MR, BAILLY: | May I make them at the

bench?

Yes, you may.

B | P———



(Thersupon ccunsel and the Court conferred at

the Court's bench ocut of the hearing of the

Jury panel, as follous:)

. THE COURT: Let the record show
that when the Court addresses questions to
counselors as to uwhether or not they have any
observaticns, the Court means to make them at the
side of the bench; aznd Mr. Balley-has Just indicated
that the ccunsclors all will follow that procedure
from here on; 2if I ask for responses or obser~
vations it will mean unless I indicate to the
contrary thot I wish them made at the side of the

bench, for the record.
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R. BAILEY: Yes. Again, without
knowing what this opinion is, I can't challenge
for cause.

I sheé has an opinion that Doctor Sheppard

was innocent or that his guilt wasn't proven before,

she is a £it jJurcr 1f despitle that opinion she would
conviect "him if she were persuaﬁed by evidence beycnd
& reasonable doubt, by evidence in this court, if
.she has a fixed opinion of guilt, or if she is
disqualified, I think she should be asked in the

absence of the jury which way her opinion is.
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. you read back to me the last two questions that

the defendent is deprived of the very statistical

TEE COURT: lMr. Reporter, will

Mr. Spellecy asked, and the last tuo responscs.

(Record was read by the reporter.)

THE CCURT: Challenge for cause is
granted.
IR. EAILEY: Your Honor, may I make -

an obgervation, if this men is convicted I will

appeal, of course, and one of our grounds would be

that the Court falled tc grant a change of venue.
I sugzest 1f there is no record of the

opinion which these jurors are besing excused doc hold,

evidence that the Supreme Court relied on in reversing
the case, because each of those Jurors was asked
what his opinicn wuas.

For that reason, 2lso, I feel ;t should

be recorded, even if she is excused for cause.

Hl

fMZ COURT: The Court has in mind
the opinicn. The record does reflect Mr. Bailey's
reference and allusion to the case, but the State's
challenge for cause is granted.

(Thereupon prceecedings were resumed within the
hearing of the jury panel, as follous:)

TIE COURT: Let the record show
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that the State's challsnge for cause to the

present prospective juror is hereby granted.

Mr

0]

« Wochele, before exsusing you the
Court wishes to ecxpress our appreciaticn to you
for the tine you havg spent here, and for your
willingness to offer yourself as a Juror in this

case, if selectad

But b

©

fore leaving this room the Court
Instructs you further that you shall not discuss
this caze at 2ll with anyone, even with a member

of your fanily; you shall not parmit yourself to
make any statezment, you shall not permit yoursel?f
to be terviewed, and you will have no opiniocn

to express whatever wlth respect to the merits of
this case, unless and until such time as you learn
for a certainty that a Jjury has returned its verdict

in this case in open court.

Will you fellow those instructions?
MRS, WOCHELE: I will.
THE COURT: Thank you, Mrs. Wcchele.

You are hereby excused,

IRS. WOCHELE: Thank you.




