
THE BP.ILIF:<' : Mrs. Woche.le, kindly 

take the witness box and be seated . 

THEREUPo:r_, RU....,H WOCHELE, a member of the 

prospective jury panel_, . having been previously 

sworn, 't'2as examined and testified on voir dire 

as fallows : · 

THE COURT~ Good morning, Mrs . 

Wochele. 

MRS • ~·JO\; HELE: G·ocd morning . 

THE COTJRT : ·irs. Wochele, you will 

remember you are under oath as a prospective juror 

in this cause. 

The la..-iyars are going to put questions to 

you, Mrs . Wochele, a.n.d you must keep your voice at 

a point and a pitch so that each person in this room 

can hear you. Do you understand that? 

MRS •. WCCEELE : Yes, I do: 

THE COURTS P-Yld Mr. Romito must report 

and record your responses , so you must respond to 

each question audibly. 

· Counselor Cor~igan or Spellacy? 

m~ . SPELLACY: If it please the Court. 
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VOIR DIRE EX.f'J<i! HAT". v~~ vP RUTH HOCH7J,E 

By Mr. ·Spellacy: 

Q Mrs. Wochele, as Jud,;e Talty just told you, we are going 

to ask certain questions of you, and certainly we are not 

intending to pry into your affairs, but rather to obtain a 

jury that will be fair to both sides; understand? 

A Yes. 

Q For Mr. Ro~1ito uill you plea.~e give us your full name? 

A Ruth Wochelc. 

Q Will you spell your l ast name? 

A W-o-c-h-e-1-e. 

Q Where do you livz? 

A 5143 Mayvie~1J Road in Lyndhurst. 

Q How long have you lived there? 

A Eighteen years. 

Q I see by the jury sheet that you are a widow; is that 

correct? 

A 

Q .• 

A 

Q 

! 
Q 

Yes, sir. 

Do you have a family? 

Yes, I do. 

Ho\'1 many child::·en do you have? 

Three. 

Will you give us their names and ages, please? 

A Carolyn, 20. Ronald, 17. Carl, 14. 

Are they all at hone now? 

\ 
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A ~!o,, Carolyn is away at nursing school. 

Q Where does she go to nursing school? 

A In Lima, Lima ~~er.mr:l:al Hospital. 

Q Lima Memorial Hozp.:.tal? 

A Yes. 

Q. What year is she in there? 

A She i>Jill graduate in August. 

Q Do you have a..~y oth r children in s chool? 

A Yas. 

Q ~n1ete no they go to school? 

A Ronald goes to Brush High, and Carl at Memorial Junior 

High. 

Q. What year is Ronald in? · 

A He is a senior. 

Q A senior? 

A Yes. 

Q Are you employed? 

A No,, sir, I <ll!l not. 

Q Have you been employed recently? 

A Not for over a year. 

Q. What type o:f work did you do? 

A Well,, I worked for the Auto Club. 

Q Pardon me? 

A The Automobile Club. 

Q What type of ·uorlc did you do there? 

I 
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A ; Office worko 

· Q. . How long did you 11or!-c fpr thsn? 

A I ·worked fo1· thsm tl!;o different times. The last t il:le,. 

six months. 

Q These two different; times, approximately ~~hen i.~ould 

that have been? 

A Pardon? 

Q When would the tizo different times have been? 

A Well, the year before, during license pla te season. 

Q Prior to that had you worked outside the home? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Where ~as that? 

A I ·worked fer W. I. White Realty. 

Q I am sorry, l didn't hGar you? 

A W. I. 1fa1te Realty • . 

Q As a. what? 

A As a receptio~ist. 

Q. And when 'l·Jould that have been? 

A I think it was in 1959 o 

Q vn1at type of work did Nr . Wochele do? 

A He \·1orked for Western Electric. 

Q Ho\·1 long did he uork for them? 

A 31 yea.rs. 

Q No\·1, yesterday 'i·Jhen you were brought into the courtroom 

Judge Talty told you ~·1hy you were hel·e , do you remember? 

I 
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A Yes. 

Q You understood th~t this is the case of the State of Ohi< 

vs . Sam Sh.eppard • 

Have you heard or rend an~{thing about this case? 

A All of it. 

Q Pardon me? 

A All of it. 

Q, All of it? 

A Yes. 

Q I assume when you sey you reed all of it,, you mean f'or 

some _period of time> is that correct? 

A Yes,, over a period of years. 
. . 

Q Can you recall '!J)hen you first read about it? 

A In 1954. 

Q, Do you recall 't'Jhat -- not just -what -- but did you l earn 
.. 

from the net-Jspapers what you read? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you learn anything el se other than from newspapers? 

A No. 

Q Did you foll01.·i the case closely at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Ahd did you discuss the case with anyone? Yes or no? 

·A Well,, yes. 

Q Now,, as a result of having read about the case '_)and hav:iln3 

discussed it, did you form an opinion ·with rega rd to this case'? 



-·- . . f ~ •1 · ~· 

A Yes. 

Q, And have you expressed an cpinion with i·egard to this 

case? 

A Yes. 

Q As a result o~ having formed and expressed an opinion, 

do you still have that opinion today? 

A Yes. 

Q : Is this a fixed opinion? 

A · Yes. 

Challenge for cause, 

your Hono:i.· .. 

THE COURT: Pursue it further, 

counselor, please . 

Q Mrs. Wochele, iz this an opinion that would prevent 

you from serving as a f~ir and i mpartial juror in this 

case? 

A Yes, I am · sure · t l!OUld. 

MR . SPELLACY : Challenge for cause, 

your Honor .. 

THE COURT: Counselor, do you have 

any observations to make \·Jith respect to the challen.;;:; 

for cause? 

MR . BAILEY: May I make them at the 

bench? 

THE cou:-T: Yes, you ·may .. 

,I 
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(Ther~upon couns~l and the Court conferred at 

the Court 7s bench out of the hearing of the 

j.ury panel3 as follows:) 

Lat the record show 

that when the CouTt addresses questions to 

counselors as to whether or not they have e:ny 

observations, the Court means to make them at the 

side of the bench; a..'i.d Mr . Bailey ·has just indicated 

that ·the ccunsolors all will follow that procedure 

from here on · ~if I ask fer responses or obser- · 

vations it will mea..'11 unless I indicate to the 

ccntr~ry tha t I l?ish them rJade at the side of the 

bench, for the record. 

Yes. Again, ·without 

knowing what this opinion is, I can't challenge 

for cauce. 

If sne h~s an opinion th.at Doctor Sheppard 

was innocent or that his €,'Uilt we..sn't proven before, 

that ha has bze:.1 given a bad time, I · still thLrik. 

she is a fit juror if despite that opinion she would 

convict ··hir. if she w·ere persuaded by evidence beyond 

a reasonable doubt , by evidence in this court, if 

she has a fixed opinio~ of guilt, or if she is 

disqualified_, I think she should be asked in the 

absence of the jury 't'Jh ich 't·1:.1.y her opinion is. 
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TEE COURT: 1r . Reporter, will 

you read back to me the last two questions that 

Mr. Spell~cy asl-:ed_, and the last ti.·Jo responses. · 

{Record 11as z-ead by the rc::porter.) 

THE COUPT: Challenge for cause is 

granted . 

UR • BAILEY: Your Honor, may I mn.!c.e 

an obse~vation:i if this man is convicted I will 

appeal, of cours3, and one cf our grounds would be 

that the Court failed tc grant a change of venue. 

I suggest if there is no record cf the 

opinion which these jurors are baing excused do hold_, 

the defendant is deprived of' the very statistical 

evidence that t e Supreme Court relied on in reversinG 

the case, b0c~usc each of' those jurors was anked 

1.-Jhat his opinion was . 

~or that reason, also, I feel it shoul d 

be r ecorded_, ev~n if she is excused for cause . 

THI; COURT: The Court has in ~ind 

the opinior... The reco1·d does reflect Mr. Bailey's 

reference and allusion to the case, but the Stats's 

challGnge for cause is granted. 

(Thereupon proceedings. were resumed within the 

hearing of the ju:ry panel, as i'ollo'!'JS:) 

THE COURT: Let the record shm·1 
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that the Stute:s ch~lle~ge :for cause to the 

present prcspect~ve juror is hereby granted. 

].!rs. i'lccr.cle, before excusing you the 

Court ~ishes to express our appreciation to you 

for the tL~e you hava spent here , and for your 

willingness to offer yourself as a juror in this 

case, if selected. 

But before leaving this room the Court 

instructs you further that you shall not discuss 

this case c.t all i·Jith anyone, even with a me 1ber 

of your f aruily; you shall not parmit yourself to 

make any state~ent, you shall not permit yourself 

to be intervie1:Jed, a"ld you will have no opinion 

to express ~~hatever with respect to the merits of' 

this case, ur-less and until such time as you l ea?n 

for a certai ty th~t a jury has returned its verdict 

in this cas~ in open court. 

Will you fclloi:-J those instructions? 

MRS . ~·JOC1'Z8LE : I will. ,, 

T!-IZ COIBT: Thank you, Mrs. Wochele. 

You are he?eby excused . 

·.ffiS • WC...,H.EL5: Thank you. 

j 
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