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THE COURT: Counselor Corrigan 

or Spellacy, do you h~ve another witness? 

:R. CORRIGAI" : The State will call 

Mr . Houk. 

'!'HEREUPON, the State of' Ohio,· :further 

to maintain the issues on its part to be main-

tained, called as a witness J . SPl<'....NCER HOUIC, 

't'lho, being first duly s u'J crn, was examined and 
• 

testified as follows: 

.DIRECT EX.AHI"JATION OF J. SP~CER HOUX 

By Mr. Co:crin;a!l: 

Q Will you state your name, please? 

A J. Spenc er Houk. 

Q Will you keep your voice up so the folks in the back 

of the room can hear you, a.l"ld we ·will a.11 be able to hear 

you. 

Where do you live, Mr . Houk? 

A 25630 lst Street, Westlake. 

Q, How long have you lived at that addres.s, sir? 

A Approximately three years. 

Q Are you married, sir? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, 'What i s your wife 1 s name? 

A ?A'.argaret. 
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Q Hew long have you bee!l marr i ed to Mrs. Margaret 

Houk? 

A A little over four years . 

Q Calling your attention to the month of .July, 1954, 

where did you live? 

A On :ui.ke Read i n Bay Village. 

Q And do you recall your add ress? 

A I believe it Jas 29120. 

Q At that tine Jith ~::horn did you live at that address? 

A My wife, my t i·m children, and my mother. 

Q What l:Jas your wife's first n~me? · 

A .Esther. 

Q Do you knm·i the defendant Sam Sheppard? 

A Yes, I de. 

Q Do you see him in this courtr oom? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will ycu point him outJ please? 

A Right here . 

MR . CORRIGAN: May the record 

shO'!.~ tha t he p ointed out the third man at the 

trial t able, on the defense side of the trial 

table. 

THE COURT: The record may so 

indicate . 

~~~~~--1-~~Q~~-n_1_d~y_o_u~k!-n_o_w_s_a_m~s_h_e_9_D_a_r~a1_n~J_u_1_y~o-f~l-9_54_?~~~-~ 
/' 
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Where was your heme in relationship to his heme en 

Lake Road? 

A The third hcuse west . 

Q You::r house i·;a.s the third house wes t from his home? 

A· Yes,, sir. 

Q v1hat was the name of your son? 

A · Larry. 

Q l·I'aere is your son today? 

A He is in Korea. 

Q In what capacity is he in Korea? 

A He is a doctor . He is in the ?.ledical Corps. 

Q With the United States Army , sir? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Ca lling your attention spec ifically t o the 4th cf July, 

1954; do you reca ll how you were awakened that morning or , 

day? 

· A Yes. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury how? 

A By a phone c a ll. 

Q · And at ~Jha.t time did you receive the phone call? 

·A Oh, I would estL~ate s ome place around a quarter to six. 

Q Keep your voice up, please. 

A I would estim::i.te around a quarter to six in t he 

morning. 

I I 



--· 
186 

Q From \~hom did you receive that c a ll, if you knm.z? 

> 
A · Sam Sheppard. 

Q Will you relate" to the Court and jury what that con-

versaticn in tha t telephone call "t>1as , a s best you can 

· recall? · 

A ·Yes . He said, 11My God, Spen, get over here quick, 

I think they've killed ,1arilyn . !' 
,,. 

Q Noi-i, L'l 1954 what 'Illas your profession or occupation? 

A Well, I olmed a mec:i.t market in Bay Village, and i-Jas 

also Mayor . 

Q ~.i.ayor of Bay Village? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q How long had you been ~ayer cf Bay Village? 

A My firs t yea r i.·1as 1950. So it would have been four 

years . 

Q Now, sir, pursuant to that telephone conversation, 

what ' if anything did you do? 

A Well, I i rmr.ediately started to get dressed:, and my 

wife asked who it was --

Q We are not interested in any conversa tion between 

you and your wife, but rather wha t you did. 

A Well, I immediately s t a rted to get dressed. 

Q And what else did you do? 

A You lost me some place . I got dressed, went dmmstairs! 

· got into the car, I believe it was a station wagon I owned 

.... • ' ,. 
I ' 
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:at that time, and start ed the _motor and my wife and I drove 

over to the Sheppa r ds. 

Q I take it you ha d some conversation \•Jith your wife? 

A Yes. 

Q Then pursuant to that conversation you and your wife 

· a·rove over to the Sheppards, is that correct? 

A .That's right. 

Q What tinie was it when you arrived over at the 

Sheppards? 

A Well, I could only "'Uess. I would imagine probably 

five minutes after 'l:ie got ·the call. 
' ' 

Q Did you go i nto the Sheppard heme? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Through wha t door did you enter? 

A Tha door t hat is on the Lak~ Road side. 

Q Uhat if any observation did youmake upon entering 

through that door? 

A Well, the fir s t t hing I saw was a. doctor's grip or 

suitcase. It was s t anding on end, a."ld the contents "t"Jere 

laying around by the beg . 

Q Where was t hat in relation to that door? 

A Well, as you enter the door it was just in the 

halhJay . 

Q New, t-Jith regard to that door, can you recall 'l:Jhethe:r 

or not that doer was l oc ked , unlocl~ea, closed or open? 
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A It was closed:; but unlocked. 
. . 

Q . ·And do you recall \'Jhcthe:r or not you or Mrs. Houk 

' first entered that door? 

·" A · I believe it l:Jas me . 

Q Now, will you describe the physical interior as you 

observed it, . aside from the medical bag, upon first entering 

it) that is to say;-, · t•hat is the first observation that one 

makes 't>lhen going in that door? 

A Well, I don't quite follow 't~hat you mean by 

Q Does · the door enter into a room, a specific rcom? 

A It enters into this hallway that went straight back 

· tolliard the lake and e11entually entered into a larger roo?n 

· backn.there. 

Q ·· I see. · Now:; a.:re there rooms off of this hallt<Jay? 

A Yes. 

Q · Do you k..'1.c'\:J, sh·, what the room off to the right i · as 

or can you describe that rcom? 

A Well, it ·1 ..... s what they referred to as the den. 

Q. Can you describe and tell us i'Jhat the room was 

immediately off to the left? 

·' ' A Yes, the kitchen. 

Q How, again, vJhere in relationship to the door that 

you entered, the rocm 1·1hich you referred to as the den, 

and the room that you referred to as the kitchen, \'Jh ·~re did 

you see this medical bag that you testified to? 

' ·' 
I 

I 
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: A In :-: the ha lhm.y • 
. \ 

Q Will you dezc:::-ibe to the Ccu~t and jury the obser-

vations that you made . especting that . medical bag? 

A Well; it i.ias opened . It \·;as standing on end, and I 

don 1 t . remember all that t'JC:.S in it, \~here it Was laying on 

the floor. 

I thinlt some bottles and possibly a. st.ethescope or 

something 'of tha t nature. I oon't actually remember. 

MR. COP.RIG:...n.!-T : ?l.i.a.rk this. 

(State, s Exhibit 14 wa.s marked for identification 

by the reporter.) 

Q Now, sir, I hn...vid you what for purposes of identificatic~ 

has 'been marked as State's Exhib it 14, and ask you whether 

or not you can identify that , sir? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what that picture 

depicts? 

A Well, it depicts t>ihat I saw i..:hen we ;first entered 

the house. 

Q Will you keep your voice up, please. 

A Yes. Pardon t1e . This is what I saw when I first 

entered the house . 

Q Is that a fair and accurate picture of what you saw 

when you first entered the house? 

A Yes, sir. 
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Q . Will you tell the Court and jury after you entered 

the house where you went? 

A We.11, .I went immed iately into the den. 

Q. What if anything a ttl·acted you to go into the den? 

A Uell,, I sai.'J Sam in there. 
' . 

Q ~ra€n you say Sam, you mean Sara Sheppard? 

A Yes . 

Q Wh€re did you see him, describe for the Court and jury 

where 'you saw him and his condition? 

A Well, he was I would say half sitting and half . l aying · 

or sluraped doim 

Q . Keep your voice up. 

A -- in an e~sy c hair that was in this den. 

Q Will you describe to the Court and jury how he was 

dressed? 

A Well, he had trouseZ's on , I know that. . He 11-1as bare 

from the waist up , and , actu~lly, that is a ll I remember . 

Q Did you have an opportunity t o make any observations 
' . . 

of his f a ce? 

A Yes . 

Q . What did you observe about his f a ce? 

A Well, there was a fairly l arge size lump, I i1ould 

describe it. I'm not sure t<Jhether it was the right or left 

. side . 

Q J!o-w, sir, at this time \'ihere i·1as Mrs. Houk , if you knoi'? 
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A 

Q 

Well, she ·w~.s · t<J ith me in the room with Sam Sheppar..: . 

Did you have conversation with Sam Sheppard at that 

time? 

A . 

Q 

A 

Q 

Well, yes. 

And \'Jas Mrs. :fouk present? 

Yes. 

Will you rela te to the Court and jury as best you 

·can recall i:Jhat that conversation '\>W.s, that is, what did 

he saY_. to you and ..,ir_,.;t did you se.y to hiin? 

A ' Well, I ask:::d him something to the effect, "What 's 

happened? 11 

And he said, 11 I don't know, but somebody ought to try 

· to do 'something for ?.tn·ilyn." 

Q Did you have apy further conversation with him at 

that time? 

A Well, yes. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what that was? 

A I asked him something to the effect , pull himself 

together, or, gee, •·:hat happened, or something to that effect • 

.And he said, "I donvt know.:i a ll I remember 1$ waking up 

on the couch, I hea:rd Marilyn screamL'lg, I started up the 

stairs and I think it Nas something or somebody clobbered me. 

The next thing I r eme:::i.ber I came to down at the beach, and 

I remember coming bacl\. up the stairs," and he said, nI thinl\. 

I tried to ao son:etl1in3 for M:irilyn, 11 and he says, 11Th!:.t's 

all I remember. 11 
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Q · Not'V, -was t hat conve:rEa tion in the presence of' yourself 

.and Mr.s, Esther Houk? 

A No, I belie Te t hat she had left the· room then. 
~· 

Q ' Ro ·you know \'Jher e she had gone? 

A · Yes, she went upstairs.· 

Q Did there arrive a time when Mrs. Houk again came back 

into the lower p ort ion of the house? 

A Yes, there \:Ja.s . 

Q. ,And d'id you have conver sation 1·1 ith her? 

A Well, yese 

Q. And was 'Gha t c onversation in the presence cf . the 

defendant Sam s :.eppa.r d? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you relate what that conversation was? 

A Well, M:rs .. Hot.:.l\. c a.:ne down a n d tiJ.e.lked into the room, 

and she 't·Jas just s ort of shock her head and said, she s a id, 

"Call the --." I f o:rget j us t hoi:l she put it, "Call the police ~ 11 

or"Call the ambulanc e , ca ll a.."lybody," something to that 

effect. 

Q What if a nyt hing did you then do? 

A I called t he ·Bay Village police. 

Q · Did you make a"'!:ly other calls? 

A ... · : Yes, sir. 

Q Who else did y ou ca ll? 

· A · Doctor Richard She!Jpard. 

.. 
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Q And did you m~ke any other calls? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did there come a time, sir, \•;hen you went upstairs 

into the upper po?tion of that house? · 

A Yes. 

Q When was tha t? 

A To the best of my recollection it \-Jas shortly after 

the police had arrived . 

Q. ~·Jho was t he first party to arrive after you and ~a-s. 

Houk had a~rived? 

A Patrolma..Yl 

THE COURT: I a.m sorry, counselorj 

Patrolman i,Jho? I did not get the patrolman's 

name. 

A Drenkhan. 

Q Patrolman Drenkh2..n? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: ?lease keep your 

voice up, Mr . Houk. 

Q You indica ted you went upstairs with the police, 

do you .recall with what police? 

· A No, sir, I don' t. 

Q 't'Jho arrived with Patrolman Drenlilian, if a.'l"l.ycne? · 

·A As best tha t I can recall, Patrolman Drenkhan ca.me 

alone. 
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Q Can you recall 't'Jhc arrived after Patrolman Drenkhan? 

A Well, thei·e were two of the firemen, Bay Village fire-

men, who manned the ambulance, and I believe another part-

time patrolman . . , · ... 

Q Can you recall '\';ho next arrived? 

. A Yes, it was Doctor Richard Sheppard . 

Q . Now, sir,, do you recal l approximately what time of 

the morning Doctor Richurd Sheppard arrived? \ 

A Well, it would have beal'l shortly after the policemen 

and firemen arrived. I couldn't tell exactly what time 

.'it was . 

Q Do you k..'1cw, sir, ilhether or not you wer>.t ·upstairs 

before or after Doctor Richard Sheppard arrived? 

A To the best of my knowledge it was before. 

Q Now, will you tell ·che Court and jury where ycu went 

· ·upstairs and whG.t observations you ma.de upstairs? . 

A Well,, I w~1t up 'che stairs and right at the top · of 

the stairs or approximately the top \1a.s this bedroom, and I 

stood in the dccr:.Ja.y and looked in the bedroom.-

Q . Will you describe the room and what you saw in the 

room? 

A Well, I saw Marilyn :.:,-:L:.g in bed. I would say possibl;; 

her hea d was a third of the way a own the bed. · It 1sn' t very 

pleasant. Her 

Q Keep your voice up , ple3se . 
. . ) 
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A Her head i.-Jas lying in a pool cf blood, as best I can 

remember. 

Q How ma.ny beds did you observe in that bedroom? 

A Just the one. 

Q. Where ·was that in :relation to the door, the entrance 

. door?. 

A Well, it would have been to the left. 

Q To the left of the entrance door? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Hoi:1 far \'las the outside edge of that bed from the edge 

of the entrance door? 

A (No respo~se.) 

Q Let me rephraGe ito As you enter that door, there is a 

door jamb on t hat doc~, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q. And you are f acing no_ th tm~ai·a the lake? 

A Yes. 

Q New, \'Jith regard to the door jamb on the left, you 

indicated that the bed tms inside the xcom on the lefthar1d 

side of that door; hoi.v far inside that jamb, approximately, 

was that bed aocated? .. ·· 

A Well, it is just a guess. I ·would say probably t"tJO or 

three feet. 

Q, Now, sir, in i·ihat direction did you observe Marilyn to 
I 

be lying on that bed? 

I '' 
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A Well, hel" feet uould ha.ve been to\lm.rd the north a.nd 

her head toward the south. 

Q. Now, -with regaz-6 to thz headboard of that bed, i1ith 

relationship to the north side of the rcom and the outside 

.'!···· of. that room, where 'lf:as the headboard located? 

A To the south:· side . 

Q New, ~11th reference to the south 'l.~all, t:Jas it along 

the south t~all? 

A You mean the headboard? 

Q Yes, sir. 

A Yes. 

Q Did you observe the type of footboard, if any~ on that 

bed? 

A I didn't observe that. 

Q Did you make an observation as to how Marilyn was 

dressed? 

A I believe there 11ias a sheet that came about, ch, 

probably half ··•Jay up on hel" body. 

Q. How long did ycu :z-e:.1ain in. the door.1ay of that bedroom? 

A Just a very short time . 

Q Then 't'~ha t did you do? 

A Them I 't'1ent ack downstairs. 

Q No'\'1, did you make any observation cf the downstairs, 

generally? 

A 't'!ell, I \·:alkcd t . roue;h the dmmstn.irs, yes . 
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Q Now, as best you c a.11 recall, describe it downstairs 

por tion of that house, and its condition? 

A Well, do you mean by that the rooms? 

Q Yes, sir. 

A Well, as I s aid before~ there •1as a hallvla.y and the den 

was off to the lright, t he· kitchen to the l eft, and then 

directly ahead 't·i~s this , well, I guess you uould call it a 

combination living r oom and dining room, and that extend ed 

across I believe the entire 1.1 idth of the house, and then it. 

,... sort of circled a.rou..'1.d ac;c...in · towa?d the front. It was really 

J 
. I 

Q Now, ·· did you me.ke observa tion with regard to the 

furniture and the f urnishings of t hat room? 

A Well, I not i ced t his one -- I don't lmow exactly 1.-:hat 

you would call it, a chest of drawers or something of t hat 

kind. The drz:i·1ers h · d been pulled out, and there 'L'Jas scrue 

materia l or sonething on t he floor. I don 1 t remember what 

it was. 

THE COW-T: Counselor, will you 

forgive me for i n t errupting you. What direction 

does this co~b inaticn living room and dining room 
~ 

:run acros s t his hcus e? What portion of the house 

is it? On t he north side? 

Q ' When you :enter t he hall, Mr . Houk, the hall takes you 

into the living rocm, is that correc t? 
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A . Correct. 

Q The long acc ecs of that living rcom, is that perpen-

dicular to or parallel to the hallway that you enter? 

A Perpendicular . 

Q The long a ccess runs in whut direction? 

A The long acce::is would ·run east and west . 

Q, East and 't'Jest? 

A Yes. 

'Eu COURT: Thank youo 

Q Out in front of that living room is there ·any other 

portion of the house·? 

A Yes; there is a porch out there. 

Q The porch runs the lo!.'lg access of that living roci:n , 

east and west, is t hat correct? 

A Yes, sh·. 

Q Ve are talking now about the north side of the house 

that front on L9Le Erie? 

A Yes. 

. ; Q When you are at the westerly end of that living rcom., 

is it not a fact that the living :room then comes bacl{. in an 

/. It-shape, in a southerly direction? 
1 .. 

A Yes. 

Q Now, where arc the steps in that house leading U!>stairs 

with relationship to the various rooms that ·we have talked 

about? 

/ · 
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A Well, you could get access t~ the stairs from either 

the kitchen or f:rom this, well, L-shaped extension as you 

put it, th.at part of ·the living roo~. 

· Q The L-shape extension, if I ~~Y use a better term, 

the base of the L, fron that point you would have access to 

those steps going upst airs, is that correct? 

A · Yes, sir. 

of the L or from the kitcben? 
. 

A I believe they do. 

Q To refiesh your r ecollection, sir, is it net a fact 

that they lead to a platform and then from that platform the 

steps extend upstairs? 

A · This is po.ssible. Actually, it has been so long I 

don't remember whether there is or isn't. 

Q, In going up the steps at the head of the stairs 'liihat 

direction would one be facing? 

A You would be facing north . 

Q Now, when you \'Jent up the stair.s how · did you go up the 

stairs,- f'rom the kitchen side or from the· base of the L livint~ 

room side? 

A From the kitchen side. 

Q If you k.not.IJ , hoi·2 did 1'-lrs . Houk go up these stairs? 

A I don't really lmo':i. 

THE COURT: Pardon, counselor, I 

/ · 
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I don 't know. 

T.ank you. 
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Q Noi.i, you had indicated that dra't'iers were pulled out. 

Ey that do you mean that they were pulled out and set some­

where, or were they still in the cabinet f'rom ·whence they had 

been pulled out? 

1 A Well, they t~ere pulled out this way , but they ·were 

J 

still in the cabinet. 

Q T~ey ~ere not removed? 

A l'l'o, sir. 

Q Did you make any observations .with regard to any 

other furnishings in that house? 

A Well, in the den there was a desk in there, and the:i.·e 

were drawers pulled out of that desk, and, let's see, I 

remember seeing --

Q For a moment, with regard to those drawers, were they 

pulled cut or were they removed? 

A Those were removed. 

Q Where if you f'.zlo·N did you see them? 

A Well, they r. e1·e lying on the floor at ·1:1hat t·1ould have 

been the, well, as best I can explain it, on the west side of 

the desk that was in the room. 

Q, Ho11J many drawers were there? 

A ! believe three. 

., 
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Q Did you make any other observations with regard to 

furnishings in tha t house? 

A No, not particularly. 

Q Did you have occasion to go into the living room? 
'1 

·A Yes. 

Q Did you go out on to the porch? 

A Yes,, I did. 

Q What time did you go out on the porch? 

A I haven't the s lightest idea v:hat time it would have 

been. 

Q Were you alone iihen you went cut on to the porch, or 

i;~as someone with you, if you can recall? 

A Yes , I believe-- yes, it 'Illas Chief Eaton who i11a.s with 

me. 

Q, llill you tell the Court and jury, is it not a fact that 

Chief Eaton since he.s pass ed · ai.1ay? 

A Yes, sir o 

Q Did you go i nto the L-shape. or the base of the L-shape 

living room at all that morning? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q .And can you recall approximately when you \<Jent into 

that portion of t he house? 

A As far as times a:re concerned, I just can't remember\ 
' 

times. This was a long time age, and it .happened during th~ 
\ 

mo~ning, but I can't tell you when. 

..:. 
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Q Did you mal~e any observations as to that portion of 

the house as to the location of the various furnishings? 

A · · Well, there '\ms this . couch~tth,:..t was located approxi-

mately at, as I recall, at the foot of the stairs~ 

Q .. . Did you make any further observations . '!.Hth regard to 

that couch ·tha.t you saw at approximately the foot of the 

stairs? ' .. 
A Well, there W8.s 1:.1. jac~tet or a coat lying on it. 

·MR . CORlUGlL~: M.:!rl; this. 

(state's Exhibit 15 was marked for identification 

by the reporter.) 

Q New, sir, handL~g ·you what has been ma~ked for purposes 

of identification as State's Exhibit 15, ca.~ you identify 
I 

that, sir? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Keep your voice up, and tell the Court and jury what 

State's Exhibit 15 is? 

A Well, ·it is a picture of a jacket or a coat, coat-jacket, 

laying on this couch at the foot of the stairs. 

Q Dees that, sir.:i accurately and f'airly depict that \'Jhich 

you had observed 't1Jith regard ta .. ·,, that jacket an? couch, on 

the morning o~ July 4th in the Sheppard home? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, sir, did you have further conversation with Sam 

Sheppard later that day? 

·' 

• 
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A Well , actually it "f.'ms it was in the evening. 

Q A.vid where 'Na.s t hat? 

A At Bay Vieu Hos:9ita l. 

Q. And who was pZ'esent'? 

A · Just Sam Shepi;:ard and I. 
: '\ 

Q What time \·Jas t h is? 

A I really don' t l'"..nctlJ . It was i n the evening. :Probably 

around seven or eiz..ht o'clock. 
. ' . i ~ . 

Q, ~ir , do you k.."low a man by the name or did you k..."1.ow a 

man by the name of Willia!n Corrigan? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you .tell t he Cour t end jury, if you know, what 

William Corrigan' s occ upation or profession was in 1954? 

A Yes, he 1·;a s ~m cttorney. 

Q Did you have occas ion to see William J. Corrigan on 

July 4th, 1954? 

MR o E.!\.I LEY : I object to that. 

THE COURT : Overruled . 

A Yes, I did. 

Q. Will you tell the Court and jury where you saw him'? 

MR . BAIL.~Y: Objection. 

THE C OUR'l': Overruled. 
.J . 

A At Bay View Hcspita.L 

THE COURT: 'Fix the time, counselor. 

Q, What time cid you see him at F;J.y Viei-J Hospital? 

I 
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A. Well, it i: as at the time I had gene dotm and talked t·1itl! 

Sam Sheppard. I don't know as I said exactly what the t ime 

t>Jas. 

Q · Where did you see him at Bay View Hospital? 

MR. BAILEY: Excuse me. You mean 
, . . ·· . 

.. 

... 

Mr . Cor:riga.'1.? Are you J;eferring to Mr . ·corrigan 

or Sam Sheppa.1·d? Mr v Corrigan? 

MR . co:s.m:.a .. llJr: : Yes . 

·' 
MR. BAILEY: I object. 

THE C01JRT: Overruled. 

' ' 

A Well~ it i:ias in ~ large room, as I recall. I think it 

·was on the first floor of the hospital. 

Q And '\\!ho i.·i3.S present or '\•Jho was :Ll'l his presence when 

you observed him? 

A Well, there was Dccto:r Richard Sheppa:cd , Doctor Stepher 

Sheppard, and the late Doctor Sheppard--I have forgotten his 

first name--Sam' s cad. 

Q Now, sir , you b"Ve indicated that you had conversation 

with the defendant SE..IJ Sheppard some time that evening, 

tha t is, the evening of July 4th at Bay View Hospital, is 

that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you relate to the Court and jury as best ·you can 

recall what that conversa.tion i.·;as, what he said arid 't'Jhat you 

said? · 
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• r; A Well, I as!~ed him he•.;; he was f eeling, and he stated 

something like, 11As geed as could be expected under the 

circumstances,n or, 11 B:..·tter t han I •<Jas, 11 er something- to that 

effect . 

Q Will you keep ycur voice up, plea se. 

A And he sa i d , "On t op cf every t h i ng else, 11 he said, 11 the·•e 

tvas t\~o Clevela.11d detectives accused me of this. 11 

I-ill G E.AILSY : Excuse me, I object, 

and I 'l'1ould like t o be heai·d at t he bench. 

(Thereupon c ounsel D..VJ.d t he Cou:ct conferred at 

the Court 's beDch out of the hearing cf the . jury, 

as follci:s: ) 

If i11 e are about to hea r 

evidence t hat Cleveland police officers accused 

Sam Sheppard cf the murder, it i s immaterial, and 

I move for a mistrial if ev:dence is received 

that polic e officers accused the defendant of guilt. 

He stated it already. 

Well, I ·was a little 

slow in cut t ing it of f. I c'Jcn ' t think it is 

admissible f or any pur9ose. 

TF.:Z COURT : Counselor Corrigan? 

This is a statement 

att ributed to the oefenda.~t. If the defendant mad e 

this stetement> it iD ad~issible evidence a~~inst 
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~- him. I kno1-J of no rule of lai·J that p:cecludes it. 

It is not an admission • 

. Not all converzation of the defendant is admissible 

evidence. It roust be an admission . 

NR~ SPELL.ll.CY: It must be what? 

'' 
~.ffi. BAIIBY; -It must be an admission. 

.·. 
TEE COURT: Overruled. 

ffi 0 B.l\!Ll!.""'Y : ?,1!> y I make my motion 

now to protect the rec ord? 
~ 

T-!E COURT: Yes. 

1:1:' • B.ll,..iw.;-Y : The .defendant moves 

for a mistrial based on the ruling of the Court. 

THE COURT: Overrul ed . 

(Thereupon proceedings i·iere resumed within the 

hearing of the jury, as follo:iis : ) 

!.ffi • Bi ILEY: Mr . Report.er, will 

you please repeat my question? 

THE COlJRT: You may read t he 

question, ir. Reporter . 

(Follo1:1ing question i11as read by the reporter:) 

· "Will you relate to the Court and jur y as best 

you can recall uhat that conversation was, what he 

said and uha t you said?" 

A Well, as I sta ted, I asked Sam how he ·was feeling, 

and he said scmetn1~1g to the effect thet as good as he co 1ld 
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under the circumstanc es, or better, something like thatj 

but on top o:f everything else those two Cleveland detectives 

had accused him of killing ·1arilyn . 

I said; 11Yes, I know, 11 and he said , "You don't believe 

I could li.ave done tha t_, do you, Spen? n .. · · 

Oh yes, I asked him at .that time now that he '\'?as f'eelin 

a · little better if he had remembered seeing anybody that 

morning or during t he n i6ht, a.'1.d he said ,, "lfall, I do remembe_ 

having seen a man go cut t he dcor that l·1as toward the lake. 11 

He stated that he didn't see his face, but that he got 

a good. look at his, well, profil e, I think he put it, from 

the rear. 

He described t hi s man as being very tall, at least six 

foot t wo, a..'rld probab l y closer to six-three or f'our; that he 

had very wide shoulder s , t hat tapered down tc a narrow 'l.' aist. 

And I believe he said he had a dark jacket or sweater 

on, and long straight hair that stood straig.~t up on top of 

·his head. 

I asked him i f he thought he could recognize this man 

if he sa;w him a gai n , c..11.d he said, 11Well, as I said, I didn't 

see his face, but fro~ the profile or the look I get a t him 

from the rear, I believe t hat I could." 

-~~~~~-+-~Q~~~N-o_w_,~s-i_r_,~g-o_i_n_g~b-a_c_k~t-o~t-h_e_m~o-r_n_in~g~o-f~t-h-e~4-t-h~o-f~July, I. after Doctor Rich~rd s:e9peTd arrived, did you have any 

I 
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conversation -- I den' t i·1ant the conversation -- but did you 

have any conversation ~:ith Doctor Richard Sheppard? 

A It is possible that I did, but I don't remember. 

Q Do you knm,1, sir, whether or not in your presence 

Doctor Richard Shep~ard hcd any conversation with Doctor 

Sam Sheppard? I don't 111ant the conversation. I just want 

A Yes, sir. 

Q ~ow, sir, will ycu tell us what Doctor Richard Sheppard 

said and what Doctor Sa!n Sl1eppa.:rd said. in that conversation? 

HR . B.UL'EY : I object and ask to 

be heard. 

THE CO'URT: Just before I rule o~ 

th~ object ion, do I understand that Doctor Richard 

. Shappard and Doctor . Sa.~ Sheppard and the witness 

·were together ? 

HR . CORRIGAN : Th~t's correct, your 

Honor. 

THE CO'URT: Do y~u wish to be 

heard, counselor? 

MR . BAILEY: Yes. 

(Thereupon counsel and the Court conferred at t he 

Court's bench out of the hearing of the jury, as 

f olloi·Js : ) 

The ansi.~er I ru1t1cipate 
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from prior evidence is that Doctor Richard is 

alleged by this witness :to have said -- · 

THE COURT: .. · I didn't follow you. 

lv!R. BAILEY: Doctor Richard. is 

' ;.:· alleged . by this witness to have said , 11 Sam, did you 

.have anythi .g to do with this·?n to which Sam replied, 

11Hell, no, 11 and it is a fla.t unequivocal denial, 

and it is hor ribly prejudic~l. 

It s imply serves the function of letting 

the jury knc1·1 t hat his brother. thought he might 

have done it, at lea.st he asked the question. 
I I ' ·: 

THE COURT: vn1ere did this conve:c-

sation allegedly take place, counselor? 

MR . CORR I G: .N: It took place in the 

den shortly a f t e? Doctor . Richa:cd had arrived, 

in the presen<l:e of Mayor Houk, Richard, and Sa.rn 

· sheppard. 

THE COURT: . Objection is overruled. 

MR. B.l\.ILEY: Motion for . a mistrial, 

• again. 

Tr!E COURT: overruled.-

(Thereupon proceedings were resumed within the 

hearing of t he jury, as follm·s:) 

Q Now, sir, will you relate the conversation bet~;een 

Doctor Ricnard s~c,~~rd ~nc Doctor S2.l~ Shc~para, in your 
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presen.ce, on the mo ning of July 4th, 1954, in the den? 

A Well, I heard Docto:r Richard 

Q Keep your voice up, please. 

,. A Doctor Richard sa.id to Sam, he said , "Sam, she's gone, 11 

a..."'ld Sam said, "Oh,, my God,, no, 11 and sort of slumped, I be-

11eve, clo~m to the floor, I'm not sure cf .that . 

Then Doctor Riche.rd said either , "Did you have any-

thing to do with t is? 11 or 11Did you do do it? 11 and Sam 

replied, 11Hell no. 11 

Q Now, sir, when i1a.s that if you recall in .relation to 

the time that Doctor Richa rd Sheppard had gone upstairs in 

that heme? 

A Well, it was a very short t ime afterward .- I don't 

know exactly. 

"'IB . CORRIGAM : .fay 1 t please the 

Court, it is nm1 approaching noon,- and perhaps 

this would be a geed point to break off. 

TKS COURT: Yes, counselor, but I 

have a question I ,,,.1ould like to put to the l1itness. 

!:!r . Eouk , how long after you first arrived 

at the Shepp~ra home would you estu1ate that you 

placed your telephone call, your first telephone 
I 

/. I ~ ' call? 

THE HITl:IBSS: I would say probably 

/ 
/ 

three to four ~inutes . 

' 
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THE COUHT: My understanding of 

the test imony is that the first one to arrive 

after you and ~1rs. Houk was Patrolman D.renkhan, 

or Drenkhin? 

THE UIT.·!ESS: Drenkhan. 

THZ COURT: How long after that 

· call did t he patxolman arrive~ in your best estima te? 

' .,. THE 't'lITrJESS : I t-muld . say probably 

around five ~inutes . 

THE COUP.T: Now, did he come alohe? 

THE WITIIBSS : Yes , I believe he did. 

THE COURT: I have nothing I'urther. 

Counselor, do you 't·Jish to recess? 

.ill.. CORP.IG.AN : If we may, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury, we i-i ill have cur luncheon recess, 

and while you e.1·e away on your luncheon recess 

. you will bea_ in nind the i nstructions previously 

given you. 

You shall not discuss this case or 't'Jhat 

little you knoi·J cf it , even amongs t yourselves. 

You shall not permit anyone else to discuss it 

with you; nor shall you pe:rznit yourselves to 

overhear ~nything th.a t relates toe.this case by 

any means of ccilli~unication, having in mind the 
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deta il wi th respect · t o newspapers, r a dio and 

televis i on . 

We will stand recessed for lunch until 

(Thereupc!1 en ad journment 'T/Ja.s taken to 1:30 p.m., 1 
\ 

2 12 

\ . \ 
\ 

I 
'. 
\ 
' 

Wednesday> Hover:~b er 2, 1966 , at llhich time the \ 
\ 
'· 

f ollowing proceedings \·Jere had: ) 

• 

I 
I 

'\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 

' 



' . 
213 

:.· Wednesday Afternoon S.cssicn , 1:30 p . m., November 2, 1966 

THE COURT : C-ood afternoon, 

ladies and ge~tlemen . 

JURY: Good afternoon. 

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, 

the custom and. trad ition of · our courts here in 

this county over the years has been to permit 

la\~yers admitted to the Ohio bar to be seated 

, .. inside thG bar railing, as you see at the back of 

the courtroom, and to. the extent that the normal 

.seating acccm:iodat ions in this room permit, this 

tradition and custom will be observed; and the 

lawyers frcm time to time who are ,interested in 

this proc eeding you will see them sitting at the 

back ins ide the bar railing. 

I ,,ianted to explain their presence to 

you so that you kno1·1 1:Jho t hese gentlemen are. They 

are members of t he Ohio Bar irJ ho from time to time 

\'Jill be in ar1d out of this r oom, in the orderly 
:•· 

fahhion that t he Court has indicated. 

Counselor Corrigan? 

MR . CORRIG.A .. ~ : Mr . Houk, please. 
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THEREUPON, the witness J. SPE..~CER HOUK 

resumed the i-Jitness sta."ld and was further examined 

and testified as follows : 

DIRECT EXAMII~ATION OF J. SPENCER HOUK (Cont 1 d) 

By Mr . Corrigan: 

Q Mr. Hoult, in July of 1954 did you have any -appreciable 

:' ' physical defect? 

A Well, I have got this stiff kn.ee, yes. 

\ ~eep your voice up, please . 

A I have got a stiff knee. 
l 
I 

Q Hot-~ long have you had a stiff knee? 

A Ever since I '\-Jas eight years old . 

Q Now, sir, this morning you testified that in 1954 your 

wi.fe's name was Esther; is that correct? 

/ A Yes, sir. 

Q And you had testified that the present Mrs . Houk's 

name is Margaret? 

A Yes, sir. 
:?. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury t<Jha.t disposition i-.:as 

made 'VJith respect to your ma!'riege with Mrs. Esther Houk.? 

· A ·We were divorced in I believe it was--Ja.1'1.uary of 1962. 

Q 1962. Nm<J, sir, on the morning of July 4th, 1954 , did 

you have occasion to observe the lake or the beach immedi-

ately in front of or behind the Sheppard heme? 

A No, sir. 

. ' 
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Q With '1Jhom did you make this observation? 

A Chief Eaton. 

Q At ·what time of the day or morning was that obser-

vation made? 

A Well, I 't'louldn' t knew the exact time but was barely 

early in the morning. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury what your cbser-

vations were? 
: 

A Well, the lake '!JJas relatively calm at this point. 

Q Keep your voice up, please. 

A Okay, I am sorry . T'ae lake was relatively calm. Let':;; 

see)'- I ·went dotm, Chief Eaton and I had gone do't·m to the 

beach. 

We talked ~11th a couple of fishermen 't'lhO -were fishing 

off the break\·Jall, which would have been at the westerly 

end of Metropolitan Park, or Huntington Beach, and 

asked them if they had seen --

Q We are not interested now in any conversation that 

you had, but rather your observat ions as to the condition 

of the beach and the lake at that time? 

A Well, as I stated, the lake ·was relatively calm. Ther;; 

were some swells, but it was relatively calm. 

Q. What was the conditicn of' the beach? 

A Uhat do you mean by condition? 

Q How much or ho~:J little beach exposure was there at 



I 

d' that time? 

A Oh, I ·would judge probably three to five feet. 

Q Now, preceding that observation of the beach and the 

lake, did you have an opportunity to make a.n observation 

of the lake and beach earlier, or the day before, or the 

day before that? 

A Well, on the night before. 

Q What time on the night before? 

A :I 't'Jould e8.y about 9:30. 

Q With whom if anyone t·Jere you i..;ihen you made that 

observation? 

A I was 't>Jith my wife. 

Q Where was that observa.tion made? 

A Well, from the breaki·:all it is behind my house, right 

on the lake front. 

Q What ~as your observation as to the condition of the 

lake from the breaktiall behind your house? 

A It was extre~ely rough. 

Q vJhere is the breakwall in relationship to the drop-off 

from the rear of your property? 

A I don't exactly fcllo-;·1 ycur question. 

Q Describe for us, if you wil l, the location of the 

breakwall to the rear of your property? 

A Well, it was at -- there is an embankment at the rear 

of our property, it slopes do\m to the lake, and there 
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were some steps that led dotm to this break.wall . 

Q Do you have a beach a t the rear of your property? 

A There was a small beach, yes . 

Q Is that ir:side the breaki'Jal l or outside tP.e break.i<Jall? 

A It would be outside. 

Q out.side the breakt-;all? 

A Yes, six. 

q, it@v.i f.p,;< ;l.~ tt~<:i l.>i'i::cit<.>taal.l. rx·e~ 'iii-~e a~e~ .. ef'f OZ' the 

embanktlent of your pTope~ty? 

A All I could do would be to ~gess . on that. It would be~ 

as I said, there ''Jere so;ne stairs that led down from the 

top of the prope:rty dovm to this breaki:,all, I would estimate 

probably fifty or sixty feet . 

Q What is fifty or sixty feet? 

A From the top of the property where it started to slope 

doTJm tm·Jard the l"1ke, to the break.wall. 

Q. I see. So that coming dcim from the breabiall measured 

from the . top of the embe.nkment dmm to the breakwall is fift r,r 

or sixty feet, is that correct, or is it fifty or sixty feet 

out? 

A Ho, from the top of the property down to the. break.wall. 

Q And is the breekwall a t the iro.~ediate foot of the 

property, the foot of the cliff ,or the embanlcrnent? . 

A Yes . 

Q What was 

. I 
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THE COURT: 

- . ·. ,·r, 

Pardon me, counselor, 

a minute. Mrs . March needs some water . 

(Interrupt.ion.) 

'.i'HE COURT: You may keep that 

water with you, Mrs . March . 

Please proceed, counselor. I am sorry. 
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Q Did you have an opportunity, sir, to make an obser-

vation as to the weather? 

A 'Well, as I sta tea, . the lake was rough, and the \'Jind 
,, 

was rather strong out of the north, er northeast, and it was 

rather cool. 

Q, . Now, sir, did there come a time when you had a conver-

sation with s ar:. : Sheppard at the City Hall? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you tell the Court and jury \lihen that· was , as 

best you can recall? 

MR . BAILEY : I object, and may 

. \'le approach the bench? 

TEE COURT: Yes . 

(There~pon counsel and the Court conferred at 

the Court's bench out of the hearing of the jury, 

as follm"ls:) 

THE COURT: Just a minute, please. 

What date are you talking about? 

!<IB. CORRIGAl~: That is the question 

'J 
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I just put to him now, \:Jhen? 

M~ . BAIL:SY: We know it was after 

the 4th of .July because he \~as in the hospital. 

CORRIGAN : Yes . 

HR~ B.<\ILEY: Now, this man .\•ias 

the Mayor, and 1!'.Y understanding is he was the . 

supervise~ of the police, and took an active part 

direct ing the police~ I think he stands as a 

rpolice officer, and ther efor e I s uggest that since 

Sam Sheppard had been denominated a suspect, 

Mr. Corrigc.n has already put in evidence, tha t 

.absence an app::copriate tiarni ng, any conversation ... . . :-:;•_ ... , . ~·., .,, ~ '.,. . . . . 

\~ ith this r::an is inadmissib l e. 

THE COURT: From the time of 

· · Miranda , I take it? 

r.ffi • EA ILEY : Yes . 

TI-IE COURT : When did this con-

versaticn ta~e place? 

MR. CORRIGAN : This conversation 

took pl~ce, your Honor , I believe about the 9th 

, of July at the City Hall, and this was at a t ime 

prior to there being any a rrest, the issuing of 

any warrant , or of any detention of this ~an 

-whatever. 

J 
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THE COURT: How did this meeting 

come about? 

MR. CORRIGAN: I don't know who 

instituted the meeting . 

,ffi . B.11.I~~ : Houk did . 

l.ffi • SPELLA.CY: I think they called, 

i:f' I am not mistaken, I think it was initiated by-­

he came there to the meeting with Steve Sheppard, 

·'I think they had called him and asked if they could 

come up and talk to him. 

THE COURT: Please proceed . 

The objection is overxuled at this time. 

Let the record show that the objection 

is overruled because the Court sees no basis for 

the applicability of the rule announced in Miranda, 

or any other decision that the Court knows of that 

·would preclude testimony, this testimony, at this 

time. 

(Thereupon prcceeaings _were resumed within the 

h,.earing of the jury, as follows:) 

TEE CO'LTRT: Do you wish the 

question read back, counselor, or do you i~ant to 

restate the question? 

'1R . CORRIGAN: 

question.:. your Honor . 

I will restate the 
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, 
By Mr. Corrigan: 

Q t·lhen did this meeting come about, sir? 

A I would estimate about tv:o er three weeks after 

Na.r1lyn's death. I'm not sure cf the exact time. 

Q. And who 'Was present at this oeeting? 

A Sam Sheppard and Doctor Stephen Sheppard. 

Q Iiow did this meeting come about? 

A Well, I don't i·ecall whether they had called me on the 

phone and said they were coming up, or ~hether they had just 

come up to the toi-mha.11 and asked to talk to me. 

Q Now, sir, at t:1is meeting was there conversation had 

between you and Doctor Sam Sheppard and Doctor Richard 

Sheppard? 

A Deeter Stephen Sheppard . 

Q Or, Doctor Stephen Sheppard, I am sorry. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was this conversation in the presence of all three 

of' you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you relate to the court and jury what that con-

versation was, that is, what 1~as said and by whom? 

A Well, .I'm not sure exactly by whom, but I believe it 

was Doctor Stephen, hm1ever, I'm not sure, stated that they 

had been paid a .visit by an east side psychiatrist, whom 

they didn't know but who hc.d offered their services, his 
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'services, to them, and that he had advanced some theories 

that they thought i·Jere reasonable and thought that I should 

know about. 

He went on to relate that this psychiatrist had 

advanced the theory that there lias a possibility that a 

schizophrenic personality had committed this crime, and he 

\·1ent on to. explo.in in some detail the type of individual 

· the schizophrenic ''las. 

As I recall, he stated he we.s generally the type of 

individual \'lho more or less kept to himself , a loner, who 

didn't .mix well with other people, that he was the type 

that liked to fish. 

But there didn't necessarily have to be that type of 

man . It could be sooebody who 't<Jas secretly in love '\'Jith 

the woman, but that in either case this type of individual 

i-iouldn't do anything until he learned that the woman -who he 

had set up on a pedestal, or something to that effect, 

had become pregnant, at which time this type of personality 

i-1ould have the urge to kill. 

· Doctor Sam also said that this man had suggested to 

him that maybe this person ·whom -- Doctor Sam had described 

to me earli.er as being six foot ti10, or over, possibly 

., wasn't that tall, but that maybe Sam in his injured condition 
I . 

had just imagined him as being that tall. 
I 

Sam stated that the more he thought of it the more he 

• I • 
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; felt that this ims true, a.r.d that he now felt this man 'lfm.s 

probably around I believe he said five-eleven, or --

five-eleven or six, and probabl y 'tiJeighed around 180, 125 

pounds. 

Q. Now , sir, did there come a time when you had another 

conversation with Deeter Sam Sheppard? 

m. BAILEY : Excuse me, Mr. Corrigan ; 

I move to st:ril';.e all the conversation except the 

remarks about the assailant,, as irrelevant and hearsay 
) 

THE COURT: Overruled . This 

conversation that you just test ified to, sir, was 

in the presence of the defendant? 

THE WITIIBSS : Yes , sir. 

THE COURT: And he participa t ed in 

these conversations, as I unders tand it? 

Yes , sir. 

THE C01JBT: Overruled . 

I,, Nm'1, sir, did there come a ti.me i-ihen you had another. 

conversation with the defendant Sa.~ Sheppard at your office 

at the City Hall? 

A Yes, there i "Jas . 

Q. When ·was that , as best you can recall, in relation to 

the time of t he death of -1arilyn? 

A I don't knm·J t he exact day, sir . I just can't r emembe • 

As I recall, it -v;as e..bout e. day before the inquest, some ti e 

... 
I • , 1 , '.l 

J 
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Q Who was prese~t on that occasion? 

A Just Sam She~par and I. 

Q What time of t he day ox night ':.vas that conversation? 

A I know it i::as the d<:?.y but I don't remember the time 

of day. 

Q How was that conversation instigated? 

T:f':E COURT : Counselor, may I 

interpose, please? 

Does your question go to how this 

. conference --

MR . COHRIGAl~: How this meeting. 

THE COURT: -- how this meeting 

was initiated ? 

!·!R. CORRIGAN; Yes, how was · that 

meeting initiated. 

A I don't recall whether I had called and asked to talk 

to Sam, or whether he had come up. I have forgotten,, sir. 

Q Now, sir, will you relate to the Court and jury what 

':. that conversation 'l·Jas? 

A Well, I a sked Sam at the time if he had ever had a 

better friend tha."l I i·;as,,, and he said no. 

I then said, 11 S:2m, I'm appealing on the basis of 

friendship, if there is a chance that you may have done this, 

./ .. 

I feel that you did it i n just a fit of anger, or something 

" I 
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like that, and if you dcne it I think you should tell the 

truth and that your friends would still be behind you," 

and he stated that he hadnvt done it, and he couldn't have 

done it, or hadn't done it, and that Marilyn 'oi ouldn't have 

wanted him punished; a~d , let's see, he did say ' that a 

Doctor Moritz, I believe, had expressed a keen interest 

1n me • . 

Q You say a Docto:r Moritz had e:xpressed a keen interest 

in me; we.s that 't:Jith refe:rence to. you, :Mayor Hbult., or with 

reference to the defendant Sam Sheppard? 

A In referenc e to me . 

Q In reference to you, I·~yor Houk, · is that c·orrect? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, sir, the things that you have testified to here 

today, that is, vith regard to the telephone call that you 

received, the Sheppard home, your going there~ the observa­

tions that you made, and so on, t hese occurred in ~hat 

county, · sir? 

A Cuyahoga . 

MR . CORR IC-AN : Nothing further, 

your Honor. 

You may inquire . 

THE COURT: Counselor Sherman 

er Bailey? 


