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table will observe the room Trom time o time to
24¢ presgective witnesses who

ot o
are expecced e

o

c

called, are not seatsd in the room. That will be
the duty of cach =ide of the tabkle.

And now for and on behalf of the State
of Chio, by way of opening statement, either

Counselor Corrigon or Spellacy.

OPENING STATEZENT ON DCHALP OF THE STATC OF OEIO

M2, CORRIGAN: Hay it please the
Court, counsel for the defense, ladies and gentlemang
As Judge Talty had indicated to you, at this tims
each.side iz afforded the opportunity of making
opening statements. The purpose of this is tc adviss
you uhat wé think the evidence will shovw.

The further purposc is so that you ray
more undersiandably and easily follow the testimony
2s the testincny and the evidence comes into this
courtrocn throuzh the various witnesses.

Judge Taliy had indicated to you_thﬁt
vhat we say in these opening statements are not
evidence.

To review with yocu Just for a moment the'

procedure that is empleysd in a criminel case, at




55 &5 you have already exXperienced,

N1

the selaction of the jusy in what is calicd the

(

volr dire excninaticn; ¢nd then that is folleowed

by the view of the scan:z, the view that you hed

this morning.

Then that ig folloued by opening state-
ments by counsel on ezzh side,

Ade deda =
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AL ths conclnzion ¢f our opening

rents then witncsses %ill be produced, testimony
- will be adduced, and ¢rnibits uill be offered.
N

counsel on each side will be afforded the opportunity
of arguiﬁg to you uhal they believe the infere

were from the testimony and the evidence that was
produced in ths ccuﬁu; T the trial.

Again, at That point Judge Talty will
tell you that the ar;%zents made by counsel are nct
evidence. They ave ﬁerely, again, to help ycu tc
reviey the evidencs £5 that you in turn then may
ultimately reiire a:dldeliberate the case.

Inmediately before you enter your deliber-
ating room, Judze Tality will instruet you as to uhas

the law is, whot louw is applicable in thils casc.
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L0 e UnLls polnt the procedure is to maks

an opening statezent and %Yell you what we believe

the evidence will show

The Crand Jury returned an indictment

charging this defendant wit
degree murder. The indictment, again, which is not
evidence, the indictment will be with you in your
deliberating rcom, and it sets forth formally the
ngt this defendant, and the
charge is that he purposefully or intentionally,
malicicusly, and ualawfully on July 4, 1954, in
Cuyahoga Couniy, killed cne Harilyn Shenpa
e & ¢, ladies and gentlenmen,
will show thai cn July 4th, 1654, and for some
‘months preceding that date, there lived at 2892
I belleve, Lake Rcad, in the eity of Bay Villaze,
in the county of fuyahoga, a Dcctor Sam Sheppard,
the defendant in this case, and his wife, Maril
Sheppaxd.
evidence will shouw that they had
a son approximately six years cf age who lived
there with them, a son,; vho had a nickname, Chipn.
Frcc,;;h; July Y4th, spzeifically, July 3rd, 5 |

1954, arrangement:
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and Mrs. Zfhern, & neighbor vhe lived some several
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doors auay, o hove dirner that eveninzg in the
Sheppard hocze.

The evidence will chow that at abous
six o?ecleck in the evening the Shepperds, Doctor

Sheppard and hiz wife, Marilyn, Joined lMr. And Mrs.
Lhern at their howme, the Ahern heme, where they had

a ccuple of cockiails, and at cr ahout ecizht

)

ctclcek
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in the evening, ths Aherns and the Sheppards then

a 2 Eha  Mlaammenid Tednmas  Blas Al s TS
retired to the Shizpard homwes; the Aterns with their

3 ¥ A s ram et vlam 1 ¥ sl m v e e 4 A
tuo children, and thz Sheppards with thalyr gon, Chip.

Doctor Sheppard uzlked doun toc the beach. The
evidence will gheu that the home in which they liwved
on lake Avenue Ffronted on lake Erie, and in that
made to the front of the home, the evidence will
shou that that porticn which faces the lake was
regarded as the front of the home, and that portion
which faced Lake Avenue vas regarded as the rear

of the home.

And thet when Mr. Ahern and Doetor
Sheppard went doun to the lake they went downm for

the purposes of viewing the same, and the evidence

—
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made seme planz relative to skiing, water skiing,
e s

the following doy on the lake

r—-,-4 T - e 2 o s o = -
aSicy thwen retired to the Sheppard residence;

and Dcetor Sheppard and Mr. Ahern end several of the
children went dewn Into the bascment of this heonme

LOP JURGR. SR

cn Lake Avenue, cor izke Hoad, and there Dcctor San
Sheppard had shoun s ccuple of these young people
how to hit a punchin
e evidcence will shiow that at that tine
& pair of cord slacks, a
khaki Jjacket, sccks, and g pair cf loafer-type chozs.
And thot some time In the ccurse of being
dovm in that bagsement he took the khakl jacket off.

He subsequently came upstalrz, and at about nine

olelock the Ahsrnsg, Mr. and lirs. Ahern, Doctor

1%2]
o
0
'c
3
5}
H
f‘.-
e
5
f ]
=
|
n
n
Y
£
c

te dimner out on a serecned
porch, which is on the front of that house and again
fronting ocn the lake.

The evidence will show that ‘the Ahern
children and the Sheprard child ate their dinner
in the Kitchen.

The evidence will show that the dinner
that evening was awmong other things, ham and pie;
and that they had congluded their dinner at approxi-

mately ten o'clock,.
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rather chilly nighi, so nuch so that
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to ward off the coldnesz of the night put on a Jacket
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Oi some sory, and that Doctor Sam Sheppard put on a
\d g S B D
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and the ladies had cleaned up afterwards, they all
etired to the living rocn portion of taat room;

where they watched o novie on t

o adw W S

elevisicn, and they
listenzd to a basehall game betusen the Clevelans

-4 ol

Indians and scre cothar ball club.

Y

" Lopey o - e 1 - ",
LS evitence will show that Mr. Ahern

was primarily ond particularly concerned with

listening tc the ball game, and the others were

Doctor Sheppard wuent over tc & couch, and ths
evidence will shcu that this couch was lccated
along a wall, the uwall being that wall that formu-~
lated the outside wall of the staircase going into
the upper porticn of the house.

And that Dcetor Sheppard lay on this
couch with hié head pointed in a northerly directicn
toward the lake, his body doun or face doun, his chin

on a pillowu, watching television.
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fne evidenece uill shew th

show That subsequently

Going back for just a moment, at the tine
the dinner di-".2s were cleansd off of the porch,
and brought into the house, the evidence will show
that irs. Ahern bolted and locked the door leading

frem the living room portion of the house ocut on to

the screened porch on the front of the house.
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IE:BOI-— withdraw that.
Prior to that time, somewhere in the vicinity of
10:30 Mr. Ahern took his children home, and then
he returned. %Young Chip was put te bed about the

sane time in
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was cnly the adults
that were in zattendance at the television and radio
sltuation that they wuwere all involved in.

4nd at about 12:00 or shortly thereafter,
the Aherns decidsd to leave.

The testimony will show that at this

wm

time Docteor Sam Sheppard was asleep on the couch

that I have made reference to, and they left, and

Marllyn Sheppard saw them to the door and closed the

door behind them as they left.
The evidence will shouw that when they left

there were lichts on in the lower porticn of that

house and in the szcond floor norition of that home,.
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ing evidence will show that approximately
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quarier to six in the morning, Mayor Spencer Houk,

who lived several doocrs away, received a telephons

call from a vcice that he reccznized as being that
of Sam Sheppard’s, and that this volce asked Mayor
‘Houk to cemerover to his house, that something had
happened to lizriiym, or words to that effect.

-

Tha cvid

12 evidance will ghow that Mayor Houk
dressed. He weke Lis wife; and the evide:
shcy that Mayor Houk has a stiff knee, and that he
and his wife drdive their autcmobile from their home
over to the Sheppard hone.

And upon entering the rear door of the
Sheppard homc, that is, the door that faces ILake
Road, the evidencs will show that Mr. and Mrs. EHouk
found the defencdant Sam Sheppard in 2 room Jjust off
to the right of a halluay leading off that doorway,
and the evidence will show that this room generally
was referred to and regarded as a den.

And in this room, the evidence will show,
they made oboervation of Sam Sheppard in a chalr
with %trousers and socks and scme loafer-type shoes
on, but naked froa the waist up.

The svidence will show that they ohserved

some faclal injvry to Doctor Sam Sheppard, and that

it o 1




he had complained of scms neck injur;
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111l show that Mrs. Houk
made her uway to the upper portion of the house,
and when she get up into a bedrocnm, which the
evidence will show the bedroom was that of Marilyn
and Doctor Sam Sheppard, she found two tuin beds,
and in the bed clocest to the docr she say Marilyn
Sheppaxd.

The two twin beds, the evidence will show,
were of the type, I believe, that is referred to a=
the Zarly &nerican, the four-pozter type bed.

The cvidence will show that these tuo
twin beds had posters at the foot of the bed ang
then a cress-picece running frcem one poster to the
" other, and that Marilyn's body was pulled down akbouk
a quarter of the way on to the bed, so that her kne:
or, her legs were underncath the bar that extended
at the foot of the bed from the tuwo posters, and
her legs weres bent at the knees so that they would

follou the contour of the mattress that were doun

ct

across the foot of the bed.

The evidence will show that the pajanmas
were off of cne of her legs, and hanging on to the
other; that the upper portion of her pajamas were up

tovard her neck, exncsing in some measurs her busts.
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LS eyicenes will Tuvrther show that

there was much blesd on the bed, on the pillow on

#1 A - -y ] Py - -~ o ]
the bed, and genexally around the face of Marilyn

Sheppard; and that ¥Mrs. Houk afizr seeing thils,

the evidence u1il ghow, that she had ccne dewn into

the lower porticn of the house, and had reiterated

ey b

to Meyor Houk uhat she had sce rtal

IS &8 el 5oen Lruuaa.Ll‘SO

Houk| thsn calliczd

tiie pelice, and subsequently the
poclice arrived.
Hz also called a brother of the defendant

Bllym oy

The evidencs will show that Tcetor Sanm
Sheppard was an ostecpathic physician and surgecn
connected with Bay View Hospital in Bay Villagze,
as wes his brother, Richard Sheppard, and another

brother, Stephen Sheppard, and thelr father, I

believe, Richord Sheppard, Sr.

thereafter police officials arrived, and they deter-
nined to call the police fros the city of Cleveland,
and also to call the Ccunty Coroner.

Tha evidence will shew that these police
officials talked with Doctor Sam Sheppard, and he

had indiceted Lo them that scme time through the
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night that he was avakencd, he had hearsd

noaning, he had heard some ecalling

from the upper

porticn of thz houce, and that ke got up and went

ol

up the steps, and when he got up to the bedroom,

the evidence uwill shew, that he caid he was elobbered

by someone and rendered unconscicus; and that he, in

going Into the bedrocn, had cbserved a form in the

bedroon.

m‘.\, '

The evidence uill show that he then

reiterated thu
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sone time later came to, and
found| hinself scatzd on the flcor, that he mede
his way ocut of the bedreom, he had heard scme ncise
downstairs, that he uwent édovmstairs, and he percelved
a form golng acrcss the porch, on the front side
or the lake side of the house.

That ha pursued this form out of the house
and doun the steps leading douwn to the beach of
Iske Erie, and that when he got near the bottom
of the steps or in that vicinity, that he again

-

encountercd and grapnled

ad

7ith this form, and that
he agein was rcndered unconscious.

The evidence will further show that he
said he came %o with his hezad facing toward the

and pide, and that he was wallowing in the lake

with the waves waching over him.
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L0@ gvalence will sghow that he then

indicated that he had left the boach, he had come

back up to the steps, and he had come into tha

oL Y e eV = 3 .
houge, went back into the bedr

¢le DeCrceom, and he percelved

he tried to recall wzber and ne recalled Spencer

o
5

Houk's, Mayor Icuk's number, and that he
layor Houk.

The evidence will show thet additicnz

no breakinz in or forcibles
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home |that night.

will show that there were lights on in the Sheppard

hore throuzh the course of that night someunhere in

the vicinity of about three ofelock in the morning.

Zarilyn Sheppard net her death by reaszon of sone
25 or 35 wounds inflicted by a lesser number of
blows, but inflicted by an inztrument capable of

peking more than one wound at a tine,

s T —
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Tace evidence will slicw, ladiez and
e o~ - -y e T 1 ’\
gentlemen, reuscnubly iatersreted, that there uas
no one in that house that

chat Douse €hat nizght other than Sam

Sheppard and his son, Chip, and Marilyn.

i¢ evidance will shew beyond any reascn-
able doubt that on the morning of July 4th, that

11y, purpcsefully, that is,

Y, and no y ki1iled hls wife,
Marilyn Sheppard.

L e s . I
L ANGNIC YOU, your Lohor,

CURT e Counselor EBailey

or Shecrmen?

1y B S AT 2 Sida

OPENING STATEIIEIT ON EERALF OF THE DEFEZIDANT

R TATT TV T.

MR, BATLEY: ILzdies and gentlenen,
Just as Mr. Corrizan prefaced his cpéning statzuent
with some explanation, I think I sghould do the saus

<

first.

I adopt and endorse the thlngs he teld
you about.ﬁhe p:c:edure, which is going to be follcuscd
in this trial cnd the order in which things will be :
done, and alce his statement that what we tell you
here is not evidence.

It 45 an cutline, tha framework in which
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