
called, are not s2u.ted in the room . That 'I-J ill be 

the duty of ' .::wh side of the table . 

And noI·: for and on behnlf of tl ~ Sta "i::G 

of Ohio, by H!Y o:f opening stat ement > e i ther 

Counselor Corri.:;.:.n 01· S x~llacy. / 

Eay it ple;::.s e th-=: 

Ccurt, counse::'.. fc:;." the cefensc ,, ladies and ger.-;:1 e11:~r..: 

As Judge T~lty ir:.Jica t -d to y ou, at this ti:re 

each . side i :c af'fordsd the opportunity of mal\.inG 

opZ:ning stc~te~·::e:i.ts. The p1.!rposc of th.:.s is to &.C.v:!.so; 

you i.!ha t lve thin.!\: tl:.e GVidence will shc':J . 

Th.::: fur~he1" purpose is sc thu t you r::..<..y 

more undersb:.nc'!~bly and easi_y follow t he t estir." ony 

as the testi .ion~}' and the evidence comes into this 

I' courtroc:m t hrou3h the ~1ari:)US ·1:1 itnesses . 

,Judge ~'2.:!.ty heil ind icated to you th:1t 

what we say in t!::cse opening statements are not 

evidence . 

To rc·..rlG\'1 't·iith ycu just fo:c a moment t h·c 

procedure th~t i~ e~?lcyad i~ a crimin~l case, at 



tha cutcat t~ar~ 

the sr.:lGction of j~~Y in wh~t is c alled tha 

by the vie:u of' t !l:J (''" -. v 
~ \....- -;. .,,, 

this morn ins. 

T'nc:n tr..a.t :!.. . f'ollo1'lGd by opening stc. .... ...::-

men ts by cou~~c~l on .:; ~ .. :: ~1 side . 

will be acduc-:;-1 , e.r.:u c .1i0its ~J ill be offered. 

J!:.t t he cc:,::!iusion '.:;h2::-i of' the State 1 s 

case the def«:m~e '\dlJ .. 1:.ut on thei? casa _, and if· c.·:; 

the conclusio~1 cf th;:; .:·: .efcnse c2s e, them once c:.3c.i::i 

counsel on c.E:c: side 1.:!..ll be ~f'fo:rded the opport 'l.m i·t;y 

of arsuing to jrou .. :11:.~ ·(;' t ey bslieve the infe2·enc ~:.:: 

COUTS~ of t~c trial. , 

,,. .... ;. ·· <:d· 
c.. ...... v .... c ., '-' point Judze Talty "Ti • 1 

tell you t l:2..t the ~::.·~}}:~ent~ mo.do by counsel are not 

evidence. 'Ih-2:;y :-o:s:rely, again, to help ycu tc 

ultimately r e -Ci:i:'e a.1:.d del iberate the cc:.se . 

I m:-wdia-:;.sly before you enter your deL.be:.~-

ating rco:.'.l, ,::·i;-:::.:;0 'J:a.lty \·:ill instruct you as t 

the l aw -I C! ........ , :::1::~t lc.,~·1 ;;_s <."lpplicable in this c as..;. 

·-' 
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11:r.:;. 

Bo .:. s t 0 1":12.k.;:? 
,.. ·'-
c: .. "'"' tl:.0 procGd u:re 

the cyidcnce "l·1il2. shm·1 .. 

cba r gin.s this c1efe:1dant u ith the c~·irr.e o:f sec;cnd 

degree rnu~de:.~ o The indict!:ler:.t, ae;~in , ~·Jhich i s not 

deliber.:i.t:!.nz rccr.1, 2:~d j_t sGtE fcrth fo1·r:1ally the 

charo;e is t he;::; he pu::·po.,efully o::· intcntlonally, 

maliciously, n..:.1::1 u:11c.-:'lfully O"" .,·u1:;r l~ , 1951~, in 

Cuyahoga Coun·cy, killed o::le :JL::.rilyn She~)po.rd . 

1.d ll s hou t h<:?.. t on J":.1l;y 4t!1, 195!~, and f'or s ome 

· months p!'::=cc·d.in3 ·i:;~~;t d~te , "G •• s-rc lived at 2892Lt., 

I b~lieve, L:1l::.e Rcucl , in the c:i..ty of B:::.y Villagz, 

-i n t h e .county of Ct'.J"U.h·~ga , a D;)ctor Sar.1 Sheppard, 

the defendant i::z. th.:.s case , &"ld his 1.'1 i fe , r~aril:;;Y1 

Sheppard . 

The eJ:i.dence i-iill shou that they had 

t here i<Iith them , a s en )) 1·Jho ha . a n ickn ar:ie , Chip~ 

P:.:·cc c~:::.:--.z .i\1ly Ll·th, s9~cifically , ,July 3 rd._, 

ar.d !.t."s . J':.b..~::-:r...;; e;. r.c i,:'1bcl" 1·1hc li v::a ccr:i-:; severa l 
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t:Lz.t e: ·· .::;.nin~ in t hG 

Sh~ppard hc~.:c. 

lhcrn at tl1c:'...r hc1::~, t!:1c Ah;:;:i71:. hcc:::e, whc:c~ t hey h.:::.d 

a ccupl e of co.:; l:·~-'.:.:'...l:::: , a:r:d 2.t c:..- about ci3ht c ' clcd::. 

i n tr.~ CV'2i.1ir.,;, ··-·, ~ L ..... ~ 

evi denc e ;·iill s:1c~J t:;.o.t the home i n T.:Jhic h t hey livc:i 

on !:9..ke Ave:.1i.:::: f:.·o~ted on Lakr:: Erie , c;:.r_d in t . r:;;; 

connect ion I r.:it;l:.t e.c::a t~t thGl'e i·iill be r ef'8_·cmce 

mo.de to the f:ro;-t of the hom.e, thG evidence i'Jill 

sho\·1 t hat th::,t po~·ticn whicn f~ces t he l ake 1·:as 

xegarded a:J th;;; f::'cnt of the ho:ne, and that po:ction 

of t ho heme: . 

An tl!.2.t i ·Jhen Mr . f~l:e1~11. and 'Deeter 

t he pur. oses o:? v:!.s:·1i:- 3 thz r.~:.:::_, and tl:~ evicer~ce 
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' 
~~c·:;:!.rcd to 

children i~ent d-.. ::;;,: ::-. ~...!: ·::o t::1c c::-~:::c:::;:;nt of' this he:::;;; 

on Lake Aven.u.:::, c:~· :i~;:::.l:c F.::;ad , o.r..d there _cc tor s~ 

She9pa.rd haC: shm;:-. c. ccupl:;; of tl:o~e ycune; people 

.OW t 0 hit t. p 1.UC: ::ir.:::; D 2.:;. 

khaki jac!::.et > occ kG ~ a.:id <), pah• cf' loafe:r- type :s_co:.s . 

_n the ccurse of bei~s 

dcwn in that b2s~.n:snt _e took the 1:_'1e.ki jacket off o 

He subseq_t1entlJ Cft!:lG upsta::..1·s~ and at about nin~ 

o'clock the f.,J:.~ :cns, !:u• • ..:::.nd r,~·s. Ahern, Doctor 

oi~J.er out on a sc1·e2ned 

porch_, ·which is 0:1 the front of t:i..e..t house and as~in 

The sv:i.dcnce will :::hmJ that the P..he_·n 

children z.nd th~ Shcp~~1rd child ~.-(:;..:;: thei:c c1 ir~ri.er 

in the kitc~en. 

'1.'nc G\"ld-..=nc~ 1·:ill stovr that the din..l'1cr 

th~t eveniP-.?; ,.;~;.~ 2.!::.cng other tl:ings _, ham and pie; 

und that thGy -.r.d c ncluded their dir.ncr a t appro:d-

mately ten o'c_ock. 
~~--+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1 
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rather chilly ni:_~:-_·;:, :co nuch 

cordu~oy jacke~. 

After t.1:::y hl'-..d cor.'.lp:!..(;-Ced. their c1 i nnzr 

and the ladiei.3 hG.d cl "'<-:'..l.1.::d up afte::.-t.ia:rds , 'Chey all 

Indians and sor.:8 o'..:_:.::!:.· b::.11 club. 

't'Jas pril::a2'ily o..nd p.:lrticularl;y concerr~ed. ~dth 

listening to tl-:..e b::i.ll game, an~l t he others 'l'mrc 

concerned ' ·1itl.1 :·r:.;.tc~ine tclGvisicn . 

Sc!Y:e time dm .. •in3 th;;; com~se of' this 

Doctor Sheppard 11; 2 ::!.t own~ t o c::. couch, und the 

evidence wi_l £Lc11 that t: is couch was locat ed 

along a wall, the 1:all be i::J.g that \-:all t hat formu- · 

lated t he outside -vm.11 of t he staircase going into 

the upper po:cticn of t:.~ house. 

I 

I A:.rid 'G~1at Doc·to:r Sheppard l a y on this 

i·; couch l:Jith his head po.:.nted i~ a northerly direction 

' toward the l a ':e, his bcdy dmm er face down, his c hin 

on a pillo~·J, ~a tching television . 

I 
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T~1e evidc;,nce ~~ill zhcw ths:i; subseque: tly 

he fell acJ.c0p. 

Goin~ b11.c~<: fc:" just a mor.ient,, at the tir.1e 

the dinr1ex d :'...· .. _ '.J ;:e:oe cleaned off cf' the perch, 

and brought i:1to the:: house, ·che evidance t<Jill shot-~ 

that Hrs . Ahe:::-n bolted and locked the door leading 

fxcm the living rocn portion cf' the house out on to 

the screena porc~"l o;.1 the fro. t of the housa. 

Prior to th'1t 'Gj..r.:.::, sort:c':'ihere in thG vicinity of 

10: 30 Mr. Aher:1. took his children home, and then 

he returned. Yeung Chip was put to bed a.bout tl:e 

sar.ie time in his l.:. :n:::e , and it i·;o.s only the adults 

that i·1ere in .:::-.tt.eridc.nce at the television and radio 

situation that t .e y 1,-1e:;.·e all involved in . 

And at about 12:00 or shortly thereafter, 

the Aherns decided to leave . 

The tentimony will shot-.J that at this 

time Doctor Sc::.:::i She9pard uas asl~3:p on the couch 

that I have made reference to, and they left, and 
r 

Narily-n Sheppa.z-d so..:'l them to the door and closed the 

door behind them as they left. 

The e"iridc:ice will shm-J that i11len th0y left 

there ·were lic~1ts on in the lo-:-;ar portion of that 

house and in the s:::.c ond floor pert ion of that hcr.:e. 
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quart-:;r to in th8 r.ic!'n:W ._,_, ::a.yo· Spencer Houk; 

call f'rom a il'ci::::e tl::.at he recognized as ue.:.ng th1t 

of Sam Sheppar-c's_, and that t his voice asked Ka.yor 

-Houk to cc:le :· ov·:!l.~ to his house, that sor:iething had 

dressed. ;:.ra. •··c1\.-..,, 1• i.,.. ,,,.; ·?e • "' "'u' t br.. "'-•r1 d·.,.V)ce ·.i i~ 1 
• .. ._. . ... - - •4-:.J \IJ .-- , '""'·· • -·~ """ \j' - ....,... ----

show that !·~2yor }~:n:.k has a stiff !rw."lee, and ·;;hc..t h'.:; 

and his ·u:tfe d i·" v.,; thch· automobile from th ~ir .. cillG 

Jl..nd upo~ :en'.:ering the :re~r door of th:= · 

Sheppa:rd ho:".1..:-, 'ChC!. t ic, thG door th ..... t faces L!:.kG 

Road, thG evid:::::c~ 'l:1ill s~101:: th2-::; .~ . ru~d Mrs. r-:ouk 

found the d.::fend<::.i.<t Sam S 1eppaTd in a room just off 

to the right of a nc:.ll1cay leading off that dco2·'t';ay .11 

and the evidence uill she:·; ·:;1:at t!.1is room generally 

·was referret.. to a..r:·d rezardec1 as a den. 

Jr ... 1 1 i:1 this room, tr!e evidence will chow, 

they made obce:::v.:.t ion of San Sheppard in a chair 

·with trouser:; a a d s cclrn and scne loafer-type shoes 

on, but naL~::l f:co:n the 1·mict u;. 



he had co~9lei~~d cf scm8 neck injury. 

Th::: cvid ::.ce t·1ill zho•v thc.t Nrs. Houk 

made hez- imy to the up1Jm· portion of the house, 

and when she get U? into a ed::.·ocr.'!_, i-Jhich the 

evidence i1ill shmJ th~ b2droc:n ·i::ms that of' &!.rilyn 

and Doctor Saz~ Sh~P-~.:l.rd., s he :found tt-10 t~dn beds, 

and in the bed clo...,cat to the co~::c she sa\'1 Harilyn 

Sheppa.~d. 

1121 

'I'ha ·:;;:o -~~·?i!.1 beds , thG cvic1.3nce ' ·1ill sho':i, 

were of the typo, I oelieve , th~t is re~erred to a~ 

the Early .Ar,:2:cican, the f·cm."- poster typ~ bed . 

Ti10 c- idence -: iill shm'J t.mt these t "¥JO 

t1·1in beds ha pocta:::.~z at the fcc·c of the bed and 

then a crczs-piece running from one poster to the 

other, and t hat Mo..::? ilyn's body was pulled down about 

a quarter cf tte -·;2..y en to the bed, so that her lmaes , 

or, her legs w:=rc underneath the bar that extended 

a.t the foot of the bed f:com the t;.·10 posters, and 

her l~gs were bent at t he k.."lees so that they would 

follow the cont ou:r of the mattress that '!11ere down 

across the foot of the bed. 

The O''"iC!znce t•iill shm1 that the pajanas 

were off of cna of her legG, and ·hanging on to the 

other; that the up;_Jer portion of her pajamas 'i:Jere up 

tow11rd her !'l.cck, (;XD.csi:~e; in r.:cr.1e mc~sure h~r bus t s . 
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there i;·:as r:rnch b ::'.. c~= on t~:·3 't f)d, on the , illotv en 

the evid e.:-cc:; ·~·;ill :::.l~:i:·:,, tl'w.t s~:e h1d ccr.1e do;·m into 

the lowe1· r::orticn of the house:. 1mc1 had rcitcre..tG ~ 

E~ ~lso called a brother of t he de f n'~ t 

Th8 cv:::::":.sricie will she-:-~ tl.at Doctor Sari 

connected i;i i'Gl-~ :r::2~r V::'...m·; r-:ospital in Bay Vill~ze, 

as \·~as his b?o ·~h:::1",, Rich::::.rd Shcpp:::?.rd_, and anoth :&.A 

broth.8r; Stc):1;;;?1 Sl::'3j!pard , and t heir father,, I 

believe, Richt:.:i.·c1 Sl.'lGppa~d , S~·. 

The e:vide:.ce t·Jill shci·i that shortly 

thereafter police offic ials a?rived , and they deter­

mined to call tr~!; police frc~:1 the city oi' Cleveland, 

and also to call the County Co1·oner. 

The evide-:ce will £.hci:J that these police 

officials 'i: aD:e~ 11;ith Doctc~· San Shep90.rd_, and he 

had indicS:.t ed tc t:1e::n t ho.t s ct'.e tirr.e through the 
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po:cticn c f the hou ze _., 2.~d ttc:..t h'.::: got up and wc:r~t 

up the steps , ar:. ~ -::!'l.e:n h:; got U) to th<:: bedroor:J, 

the evidence i:ill cl!o'!:: .::. the.t h2 s.::'...id he ~·ia. s clo o~:::rc 

by someone ar.d roa-::i ;:;::."cd unconscious ; and that he, in 

going into ·:;_;,0 b::;:'.rc::::~, had observed a foro in the 

bed room. 

~cund hinGel f s~~t ~d on t~e f loor, tha t he made 

his ... ,.;a y out of t::~ b.;:;c:ccom ,;) he ho.d heard s ane ncise 

downstairs, th:.t he ;:c::it cmmst:?.i!'s, and he per·e: 2ivc:::d 

a form going ccxcsr. tl:•3' po:r:ch_, on the front side 

or the lake nico of the h-:m:;;e . 

That r..o purzued this form cut of t h:= hcu30 

and Clown tr:.e st2ps leading do;•::.1 to t he beach of 

Lake Erie, e.::d thc..t "t·)~"!en he e;ot near the bottom 

of the step,:; o:- in t~w.t vicinity, that hG aga in 

encour~ter 8C. u.:::.G .s;:.·.:;.l-;pled with this form, and tha t 

he again uas r<:;r.cl 2rc::d unconscious. 

':l10 c~.~i.donce i~il:J- :further shm·1 that he 

said he c::ri:~ to ~:ith his head f a cing toward the 

i1iith t h e \'Kl.Y~s : :c::.:::hinJ ovc;r hir. • 

\ 
I 

' 

\ 
I ·, 

; 
•, 



he had c o:::e 

back up to t~::: 

?ho evidc. ce \:?ill si-:.c;~ th t .. e then e:niC:: 

H~yor Houk. 

policG im.12s·(;i5:;,ticn m::.s cor.ducte:d _, and re~sonably 

no breaking .i~ o:· f'orciblo "'n'G::y into the Sheppard 

home that .1i.~ht Q 

':i:'h0 e•lidonce ;·:ill show, al~o,, that 

and fou:r or clcd : in tl e ~orn:.ng _, and t he evidence 

hor:G th:rou;;!l tr.e com.0 rie of th11t night sone~Jhe:re in 

the vicinity cf Qbout three o~clock in the mo:ningo 

The evidence ;Jill fu;.·the!' she"..~ tha t 

25 or 35 1iJ ::>u:::':1::; i nflicted by a l esser number of 

bloi:is, bu·:; ; ·:iflic ·::ea by a::l inzt :i.·ur.1ent capable of 

mD.l::.ine D.c::.·~ t:.~.::.n one ';IJound ;;.t a tir~e. 
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T!:le: cv::..t!e:_ c e 1"ill shc':-1 b::y ond 2.ny :· 0~so::i­

a.ble doubt tha:c o:.'l t:10 r.J.o"-~• ing o f July L .. t11 , th:: t 

Sc.m Shep!)a]:.•d t~nla:::fu_ly , pur p c sefully , t h:::. t is, 

int entim-12.lly, c.::~:i •.:~liciou5l~r kil led tiz 1:J ifc ,, 

L~dies and gentleLlen, 

just as 1:Lr. Corriz~n prefaced h i s opening state·:ier:.t 

1·1ith so:ne ex:1l2..1'12-tim_, I t h i nk I s hould d o the saz.1G 

first. 

I adopt ar:d endorse t he thines he told 

you about t:1e prcc,:;dm.·e , 'I.~ _ich i s going to be follC\·rnd 

in this tr ial l!.nd th0: order i n 1.ihich things 1:1ill be 

dong, ar.d c.lco .is statement that 't·1hat we tell you 

here is not evidence . 

It io5 ~n outline , th8 f'r a..'1'! ework in 1.·:Lich 


